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From Mozart to Marley: 
Surgery gets a soundtrack 


SCALPEL, SUTURE, IPOD. 
Like most of modern 
life, surgery has acquired 

asoundtrack, whether 

Sinatra or Vivaldi, 

or Bob Marley, " 

heme" or the Beatles. 

Surgeons say it relaxes 

them, focuses their atten- 
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Gov't must pay Leo's kin 


SC 'error on Echegaray execution sparks call for compensation 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 
and Armand Nocum 


FOR PLAYING GOD, 
the government must 
pay. 

In what could be the 
most expensive “I am 
sorry” gesture the gov- 
ernment could make, 
Senate Minority Leader 
and anti-death penalty 
advocate Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr yesterday 
suggested an amount of 
between P5 million and 
P10 million as compen- 


sation to the family of 
Leo Echegaray for his 
“wrongful death.” 


Jr tice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez appeared to agree but men- 


RP BASH IN BIG APPLE: New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg (second from right) 
hailed the contribution of Fil-Ams to the United States in his message during the annual. 
Philippine Independence Day parade held last Sunday along Madison Avenue in Manhattan. 
From left are Ambassador Lauro L. Baja, the Philippines’ permanent representative to the 
United Nations; Consul General Cecilia Rebong; Isagani Puertollano, chair, Philippine 
Independence Day Committee, and Dan de Guzman, grand marshall of this year’s parade. 


NYC mayor joins Filipinos 
in early Freedom Day fete 


By Rita Villadiego 
Contributor 


NEW YORK CITY—A SEA OF FILIPINOS 
marked the 108th Philippine Independence 
Day celebration here on June 4. 

It was a great day for members of more 
than 135 Filipino organizations who flocked 
to Madison Avenue to send a message ОЁ 
unity, pride and love of country. 

The festival, which was attended by New 


York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, is believed 
tobe the largest celebration of Philippine in- 
dependence outside the Philippines. 

‘And the scene was memorable, with 
floats bearing beauty queens and red, white 
and blue balloons moving along, young Fil- 
ipino-Americans dancing with wands of 
flowers, and marching music blaring. 

All these as the crowd cheered wildly, the 
smell of barbecue filled the air, and New 

NYC MAYOR AB 


Unsung hero of independence: 
Jose Rizal’s big brother Paciano 


By Chris Antonette Piedad-Pugay 
National Historical Institute 


THE PHILIPPINES IS A CRADLE OF 
hheroes—great men and women, many of 
whom are immortalized, and a number of 
them unrecognized and unsung. 

Опе of the latter was Paciano Rizal, a gen- 
eral of the Philippine Revolution who strug- 
gled and sacrificed for both family and 
country, but who, more often than not, is 
identified in history books only as the elder 


brother of national hero Jose "Pepe" Rizal. 

Paciano’s own contribution to the nation 
may not be as celebrated as that of his broth- 
er, but his influence on the latter was note- 
worthy. He served not only as a lighthouse 
to Pepe during rough times but also took on 
the necessary responsibilities (including fi- 
nancial) to allow the furure hero to devote 
his time to the cause of the motherland. 

It may be assumed that without Paciano, 
there would have been no Jose Rizal. 

UNSUNG/AB 


SLEEPING ON THE JOB? That President Arroyo can't be accused of doing. For sure, 
she’s been a tireless, sleepless Chief Executive night and day. But she has her 

moments when she can't suppress a yawn as she stands asa principal sponsor at the 
wedding of Michael dela Cruz and Ellen Pilar Sebastian, who are both lawyers, at St. 
Joseph Parish Church in Zamboanga City on Saturday. 


EDAN BACASMAS 


tioned no specific amount. 

“The family of Echegaray may 
be entitled to compensation,” 
Gonzalez said. But he added the 
matter should be studied careful- 
ly lest the families of six other 
convicts who were put to death | 
also seek compensation. 

“They may be considered to be 
a victim of wrongful violence ... If 
you consider the fact that no less 
than the Chief Justice talks about 
that, boy! That carries a lot of 
marbles... and you cannot see the 
CJ speaking out of his hat,” Gon- 
zalez said. 

Pimentel and Gonzalez were 
reacting to a statement by Chief 
Justice Artemio Panganiban, who 
said in a recent speech before 
members of the Free Legal Assis- 
tance Group that Echegaray 
might have been the victim of an 
“erroneous execution.” 

Echegaray was executed by 
lethal injection in 1999 after the 
Supreme Court affirmed his 
death sentence. He had been con- 
victed of raping the 10-year-old 
daughter of his common-law 
wife. 

He was one of seven people 
convicted of heinous crimes and 
executed under the revived death 
penalty law, which Congress has 
decided to scrap. 

Pimentel and Sen. Edgardo An- 
gara said in interviews that there 
should be a law granting compen- 
sation to families of people who 
suffer wrongful deaths at the 
hands of the state or its agents. 

Pimentel said he planned to file 
such a bill because the Philippines 
did not have such a lave He said 
there could even be a specific mea- 
sure for the grant of monetary com- 
pensation to Echegarays family. 

“If Echegarays was really a 

GOVT A 


Why now? Will it bring him back?” 


By Norman Bordadora 
and Jerome Aning 


BEAUTY ON THE ROCKS: A river snakes between two cfi which is just one 
entrancing scene found in Sagada, Mountain Province. The cleavage in the rocks 
affords a good view of the modern infrastructure built to facilitate travel to Sagada 
which is a most favored destination for local and foreign nature lovers. 


they be able to bring him back?” the 
dead man’s sister, Leonor Echegaray, 
said in an interview with the Inquirer 
yesterday at her home in Barangay San 
Antonio, Quezon City. 

Leonor was reacting to Pangani- 
ban's statement that Echegaray's exe- 
cution in 1999 might have been the re- 
sult of a “Judicial error.” 

Leonor said Echegaray's eight sur- 
viving siblings would discuss among 
themselves what steps to take in the. 
wake of Panganibam's remarks that 
Leo could have gotten life imprison- 
ment instead of the irreversible 
penalty of death via a cocktail of 


lethal fluids. 

With Panganiban's admission serv- 
ing no practical purpose in their lives, 
Leonor said it would have been better 
had it not been made at all. 

“They should not have brought it up 
after all these years," she said, “We've 
suffered enough. Whenever the name 
Echegaray is mentioned, people laugh 
behind our backs,” she said, teary 
eyed. 

Leonor was referring to the stigma 
that was attached to the family by the 
rape case, which resulted in her broth- 
er also becoming the first person to be 

WHYIA4 


LIFE HAS MOVED ON FOR SOME OF 
the key players in the Leo Echegaray 
tragedy. Even the 10-year-old girl he 
was convicted of raping has now built 
a family of her own. Why bring back 
the past? 

‘Seven years after the house painter 
Echegaray became the first man in the 
Philippines in a long while to be exe- 
cuted by lethal injection, why did 
Chief Justice Amemio Panganiban 
have to raise the issue all over again? 

"Way? Willt change anything? Will 
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By Niño Jesus Orbeta, Bobby Labalan and Ephraim Aguilar 


PD Southern Luzon Bureau 


SORSOGON CITY—BULUSAN 


VOLCANO EXPLODED TWICE 


more early yesterday, spewing columns of ash and steam at least 


one kilometer into the pre-dawn 


sky and blanketing at least five vil- 


lages with up to one-and-a-half inches of ash, officials said. 


..Volcanologist Abner Ete said the explosions, 
wilich came at 12:18 a.m. Saturday and again 11 
minutes later, were weaker than last Wednes- 
days episode but warned that the frequency of 
the ash emissions indicated more were coming. 

Bulusan, one of the country’s most active vol- 
canoes, has had at least six ash-and-steam explo- 
sions since March 21, and authorities have be- 
gun distributing facial masks to residents of vil- 
ages downwind from the 1,565-meter volcano. 

The news agency AFP reported the Office 
of Civil Defense in Quezon City as saying a 57- 
year-old local man died of asthma triggered 
by the volcanic ashfall. 

Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology has maintained the alert status at 
Level 2, which means that no one is allowed 
within an area four kilometers from the vol- 
поз summit. At Level 3 an explosion is con- 
sidered possible, at Level 4 it is seen as likely 
and at Level 5 an eruption has occurred with 
lava flows or ash columns reaching 6 km. 


Most affected places 

Officials said the places most affected by yes- 
terday's ash falls were Barangays Escuala and In- 
Jagadian in Casiguran and Barangays San Isidro, 
$га. Barbara, Bubang and Purog in Bulusan. 

"The Phivoles has warned that areas to the east 
and northeast of the volcano should expect more 
ash showers in light of the prevailing winds, al 
though other areas could also be affected. It also 
wamed people living near streams and rivers 
against the danger of lahar flows, which could 
happen when rainwater mixes with ash deposit- 
edon the volcano's slopes. 


8,000 masks distributed 

In Casiguran town, the Municipal Disaster 
Coordinating Council distributed about 8,000 
masks to residents following yesterday's ex 
plosons: Mayor: Edwin: Hamor said 
Barangays Escuala and Inlagadian, which lie 
about four kilometers from the volcano, were. 
severely affected by ash falls of up to one-and- 
‘one-half inches thick. 

Casiguran police chief Romualdo Pesonila 
said police had to direct traffic on the Mahar- 
lika Highway because of poor visibility even 
hours after day had broken. 


Classes have been suspended since Thurs- 
day in at least four barangays of the town and 
evacuation centers readied in the event 
Phivoles raised the alert to Level 3. 

Meanwhile, Malacafiang said yesterday it 
had ordered all disaster-related agencies to 
step up their preparations for an imminent 
eruption 


Longer preparation time 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, in an 
interview with dzXL radio, said President 
Macapagal-Arroyo wanted the National Dis- 
aster Coordinating Council and relief agen- 
cies to gear up even before Bulusan erupts to 
ensure minimal loss of life and property. 

“Wie want to have a longer preparation time 
for this because we want to have a quicker re- 
action time. We want to avoid any untoward 
incidents should Mount Bulusan erupt,” Er- 
mita said, noting that the President has been 
monitoring the situation since last week 

Ermita said the government has prepared 
the funds for possible relief activities in the 
area through the NDCC and that the President 
һаз authorized the Sorsogon provincial gov- 
erment to utilize five percent of its budget 
for disaster relief. 


No significant development 

Phivolcs Director Renato Solidum told the 
INQUIRER that no other significant develop- 
ment had taken place following Saturday's 
explosions. 

“alert Level 2 remains in effect. This means 
similar explosions could still happen,” 
Solidum said. 

Phivolcs, in its 8 a.m. bulletin on Mt. Bulu: 
зап, said the explosion produced an ash and 
steam cloud which rose to about a kilometer 
above the volcano's summit and drifted gen- 
erally towards the northeast and east mainly 
affecting barangays San Isidro, Sta. Barbara, 
Buang and Purog in Bulusan town. 

“The initial ash explosion was recorded by 
all monitoring stations around the volcano al- 
though no volcanic earthquake preceded the 
explosion event,” the bulletin read. With re- 
ports from Gil C. Cabacungan Jr, Norman 
Bordadora and Inquirer wires 
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venture out of their homes despite the haze of volcanic ash that continues to envelop the locality hours after 


yesterday's two ash-and-steam explosions of Mount Bulusan a few kilometers way. 
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Palace: Another excuse to Cha-cha 


‘THE ITCH TO CHA-CHA JUST WONT 
go away. 

Yesterday, Malacañang found an- 
other excuse to push President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's bid to have the Consti- 
tution amended. 

This time Malacahang cited 
‘Congress's failure to pass the 2006 bud- 
getas the best argument to abandon the 
presidential form of government and 
shift го a parliamentary system as es- 
poused by Charter change advocates. 

"We lament the nonpassage of vital 
reform bills tor include the national 
budget due to the noncooperation and 
dilly-dallying displayed by the Senate. 
‘This situation is the clearest and best 
argument for a shift to a unicameral 
system that fuses the executive and leg- 
islative powers in one chamber for 
which we now have a growing momen- 


retary Ignacio Bunye in a statement. 

Congress adjourned its session last 
‘week without approving the first tril- 
lion-peso budget at the bicameral 
conference committee after the Sen- 
ate stood pat on its decision to cut 
government outlays by more than 
P60 billion this year. 

Malacafiang has taken an all-or-noth- 
ing stance on the budget with the Presi- 
dent refusing to call a special session 
and opting for a reenacted 2005 budget 
rather than a scaled-down 2006 budget. 

Aside from the budget, Bunye heaped 
plenty of the blame on the Senate. 

“The gridlock caused by the Senate 
has hindered confidence in our econ- 
оту, stunted opportunities for 
growth with social equity and ham- 
pered the pursuit of national security 
because of several key pieces of legis- 


upper chamber,” said Bunye. 

But while it has not hidden its de- 
sire to change the Constitution, Mala- 
cañang itself remains unclear on 
when the changes would take effect. 

In an interview over dzXL radio, 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
said the Palace was preparing for the 
holding of regular elections in 2007 
unless an interim parliament was es- 
tablished before this period. 

“If ever (the interim parliament) is in 
place, itis the only one which can declare 
whether to postpone or push through 
with the 2007 elections,” Ermita said 

Ermita said that unless the mode of 
Charter change—through a constitu- 
tional convention or constitutional 
assembly or people's initiative—had 
been set, it would be difficult to say 
when an interim parliament would be 


tum of public suppor,” said Press Sec- 
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Antiterror units called in 
to hunt bombing suspects 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY ORDERED THE 
government's antiterror units to go after the 
perpetrators of the bomb attacks in Batangas 
and Pampanga that nearly killed a provincial 
governor and targeted a key supporter of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Police have so far not identified the sus- 
pects in the bomb aitacks on Batangas Gov. 
Armando Sanchez that killed two of his aides 
and on the house of Rodolfo “Bong” Pineda in 
Lubao, Pampanga. 

The Palace order has raised questions of 
whether both Pineda and Sanchez were the 
targets of terrorist attacks. Both had been 
linked in the past to the illegal numbers game 
“jueteng,” Both had denied the accusations. 

“These things (bomb attacks on Sanchez 
and Pineda) are covered SOP (standard oper- 
ating procedure) by police and security agen- 
cies in the antiterrorism task force established 
by the President in March 2003,” said Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita in an interview 
over dzXL radio. 

Ermita noted that he was the chair of the 
antiterror task force at its inception two years 


ago as then defense secretary. 

“1 am still chairman (of the task force) and 
the national coordinator is National Security 
Adviser Norberto Gonzales. Our role is to 
build up our intelligence information so that 
these things will not happen," Ermita said. 

The bomb attacks on Sanchez and Pineda, 
which occurred eight days apart, raised spec- 
ulation there was a turf war among the coun- 
пуз gambling lords. But police officials were 
quick to deny this. 

Inthe wake of the bomb attacks, Ermita said 
he had ordered the antiterror task force to beef 
up its intelligence network at the local level. 

“We want to encourage our countrymen to 
help us gather information on bomb attacks 
like [the ones on] Governor Sanchez and Mr. 
Pineda,” Ermita said. 

Ermita was also quick co dismiss claims 
that the bomb attacks and the rise in criminal 
activity were an offshoot of President Arroyo's 
decision to abolish the death penalty. 

“They always say that. But even when we 
had the death penalty, which was supposed to 
sow fear among would-be criminals, there 
were still plenty of people who commit 
heinous crimes,” said Ermita. 
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CORY IN MACAU. Former President Corazon Aquino recently 
attended the annual celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of 
Fatima in Macau. Chief Executive Edmund Ho received Aquino 
athis official residence and gave her a souvenir of Macau's 
famous landmark, the Ruins of the Church of St. Paul. 


Gov't to address 
flooding on Boracay 


THE PHILIPPINE TOURISM AU- mistic” all the stakeholders 
thority yesterday said work was would support the flood project. 
underway to develop а compre- , The project, he said, involves 
hensive drainage system for Bo- the installation of a state-of the 
тасау to prevent flooding in the art drainage system with а pump- 
island-beach resort. ing station to prevent flooding on 

PTA general manager Robert theisland. 

Dean Barbers said the persistent Present at the meeting were 
flooding in Boracay's low-lying Aklan Gow Carlitos Marquez, 
areas had become a major prob- Rep. Florencio Miraflores, Malay 
lem. He blamed it on the uncon- Mayor Ceciron Cawaling, Vice 
trolled construction of hotels and Mayor Fromie Bautista, Connie 
resorts that did not strictly com- Padilla of the “Eminent Persons 
ply with the existing building Group,” community leaders and 
code and local ordinances. hotel owners, 

Barbers raised the issue with The PTA chief said the Presi 
local government officials and dent instructed him to oversee 
other tourism stakeholders onthe the development of Boracay in 
island during a recent dialogue order to realize the island's opti- 
on President Macapagal-Arroyo's mum tourism potential and, at 
order to the PTA to exercise ad- the same time, make sure the en- 
ministrative control over Boracay vironment was protected. 
and improve its facilities to make "The President is very much 
ita truly world-class. concerned about the future of Bo- 

Barbers said he was “very opti- racay"hesaid. Jerome Aning 
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Subic-Clark road 1/3 complete 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO — AT LEAST 30 
percent of the Subic-Clark-Tarlac Express- 
way (SCTEX) has been completed and the 
delay in construction is being addressed to 
finish the P21-billion road by December 
2007, a Bases Conversion Development Au- 
thority official said. 

Narciso Abaya, BCDA president, de- 
tailed the project’s progress in a statement 
as Pampanga Gov. Mark Lapid and other 
local officials on Friday inspected the 31- 
km stretch of road between Angeles City 
and Mabalacat, Porac and Floridablanca 
towns. 

‘The road, which will span a total 93.77 km, 
will be carved through mountains and lahar 
canyons from Dinalupihan town in Bataan to 
Tarlac City. 

Construction of the Subic-Clark and 
Clark-Tarlac segments are 27 percent and 
35 percent complete, respectively, Abaya 
said. 

The Kajima-Obayashi-JFE Engineering- 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries joint venture has 
installed 52 of the 58 drainage systems and 
drilled 695 of 755 bored piles along the Subic- 
Clark section. 

The Hazama-Taisei-Nippon Steel joint 
venture has fitted the first steel girder at 
the 1.16-km Sacobia-Bamban Bridge, the 
longest of four bridges on the expressway. 
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It is set to begin the construction of the 
toll operation center at Barangay Cacutud 
in Mabalacat. 

Abaya said the BCDA and the Toll Regula- 
tory Board were still negotiating on the rates 
to be charged road users. 

Army officials have reported deploying 
at least 300 soldiers to guard the heavy 
equipment and construction workers at 
more than 50 work sites. Reporters saw 
heavily armed troops along the mountain 
routes. 

Lapid said he hoped the project would 
be “done on time.” This way, he said, the 
economic benefits of connecting the Clark 
Special Economic Zone, the Subic Bay 
Freeport and the Luisita Industrial Park 
would “be felt by the residents through 


mA: | 


jobs and other livelihood opportunities.” 

The road links the three industrial centers. 
covering Zambales, Bataan, Pampanga and 
Tarlac provinces where some seven million, 
people live. NG] 

The four-lane highway aims to boost 
the potential of Subic and Clark to be the 
leading transshipment hub in Southeast 
Asia. The two former United States mili- 
tary bases have two airports, a seaport% 
and a combined land area of, nearly 
80,000 hectares between them. 

During the inspection, Floridablanca May 
ог Darwin Manalastas asked the BCDA to coi 
sider funding the rehabilitation of municipal 
and barangay roads that were damaged when: 
they were used as access routes to the project 
sites. 
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‘Gods of Padre Faura not infallible after all’ 


Ву Armand М. Nocum Leo Echegaray proves what Ihave lowed police to break up street stop wrongful executions, “due “His statement surprised me. I last say on legal disputes. 
been saying all along—that the protests. process of law was breached” in think the Chief Justice wants to Supreme Court spokesperson 

‘THE “GODS OF PADRE FAURA” findings of our justices are not б Echegaray's case. tell the whole world that he is in Ismael Khan said the court never 
do err. perfect,” Gonzalez said іп a tele. No place in the sky But then, he said it may be favor of the abolition ofthe death pretended to be infallible. He also 

Justice Secretary Raul Gon- phone interview from Iloilo. ina May 31 speech during the “better to err on the side oflife.” penalty... and thatsometimes the brushed aside criticisms that Pan- 
zalez yesterday said Chief Jus- Gonzalez has time and again launch of the Free Legal Assis- EX court can make mistakes, Gon- ganiban had undermined the 
tice Artemio Panganiban's ad- questioned the wisdom of the tance Group's publication “Legal No perfect justice zalez said. credibility of the court and his 
mission that there could have high courts justices, especially Reference on Capital Cases,” Pan- _ Healso said that history would б colleagues with his statement. 
been a “judicial error" in the following their ruling on the un- ganiban said the court should show that there “is no perfect jus- Just looking at stats “It’s not as if he wanted to un- 
conviction and execution of Leo constitutionality of key provi- have downgraded Echegaray's tice” and that even the Catholic Such a move, he said, would dermine the courts ruling on 
Echegaray proved that sions of Malacanangs edicts death sentence to life imprison- Church hierarchy and the archi" puta human face to the occu- Echegaray, he is simply looking at 
Supreme Court justices were declaring а state of emergency, ment and that capital punish- tects of the French Revolution pants of the Supreme Court thestatistics,"he said. 
not infallible. barring the appearance of gov- ment “has no place in our legal committed lots of abuses. building in Padre Faura, Mani- Statistics show that in 64 per- 

"The admission of the Chief ernment officials in congression- firmament.” But he expressed surprise at la, who have been referred to cent of death convictions re- 
Justice that more or less the alhearings, and theimplementa- Panganiban's admission, Gon- Panganiban's decision to take is- sometimes as “gods” for their viewed, the penalties were down- 
Supreme Court made a mistake tion of the “calibrated pre-emp- zalez said, showed thatinspite of sue with his colleagues on power to determine who lived graded either to life imprison- 
in putting to death rape convict tive response" policy, which al. the safeguards put in place to  Echegaraysexecution. and died, and who have the mentor to lower penalties. 


Gov't must pay Leo's relatives ‘Why now ? Will it bring ... 


i * 8 ^ From page Al New Bilibid Prisons chaplain 
From page Al justices because the “perfor “Considering that this is a nov- in the Supreme Court” in 1998. 

Vance of their duty is presumed el case without legal precedent, Panganiban has said that, al- a anys Mer оты ae Hk 
‘wrongful execution, the govern- to be regular,” Gonzalez said. the lawyers of the family of though the complaint against | rn, — mY le e rch ана. geren 
ment should pay his family ап ar- Angara said Panganiban's state. Echegaray may have to bring the Echegaray alleged that the victim | sy ы, канай when E. үче; 2 7 ege 
bitrary amount of PS million to mentcould “shake the people's faith matter to court and argue for the was his daughter, it was not жеше Lane nd. ud SUR HA MAA NOO tf 
P10 million as compensation,” Pi- in the judiciary” and that the doubt granting of such a relief, if any proved duringthetrial thathewas | the rape case orem DAR epe 
mentel said. he created in the courts decision on may be available,” he said. either the father or stepfather, or held sieve boca flat. hi yea =} eie 

Gonzalez said there could still Echegaray must be resolved. ‘Angara said many states inthe even grandfather, of the girl, а ишни. э murag de kabi єз 
be a correction of the judicial er- ^ "Whether it’s valid or not, it United States had laws requiring which would make his crime > od Persii s йен Ax 
ror if Echegaray's family availed should not be left hanging,” An- the state to compensate victims of heinous and punishable by death. | Old wounds reopened aoe исар 
of the provisions of the “compen- gara said in a phone interview. wrongful deaths. Thus, Panganiban said, ariin Dino, бас o de hapag) 
sation law for the innocent vic. — Angarasaidthatintheabsence “If you take one’s life wrongly, Echegaray should not had been | pores Where the Anoldstory 
tims of crime.” ofa law compensating victims of you must compensate,” he said. — executed but meted out life im- | gchegarsys live and one of the  Olaguer said the “judicial e 

However, he said that compensa- wrongful deaths in the Philip. ^ He said such cases applied not  prisonment. se igi T A ue ram ж pm ae 
tionmightnotbeeasytoobtain. pines, the government should onlytothoseerroneousiysubject- In its 1996 ruling affirming | б nown as "Baby-—dur- Palaban aaa 

i x compensate Echegarays family ed to the death penalty but also to Echegaray’s conviction, the high | ing the rape trial, said that Pan- =» К ыы x acg 
‘Analogy is clear’ ex-gracia, or out of generosity. victims of “gang-style killings” by court concluded that he was “either n eus кайака wold tak ME trem бте 

“In securing compensation for a the police or military authorities. the father or stepfather” of the girl | 227 mi that bela b pO KAL KAR ds he 
the victims of crime, literally you Not court’s fault Angara, however, has no plans basedonthefactthatshecalledhim | X «Ра Чо а= зн 
must be a victim of a crime, but “What can be done here is the of filing a wrongful death com- “Papa” and that he had provided for а р ыг ете jede Sei eque 
here you cannot say Echegaray justice secretary сап recom- pensation bill. He said the courts her food, shelter and education. Metodi اوو که‎ азаа ране are 
was a victim of a crime because mend to the President to grant and the government would be ‘A copy of the court's decision Ta si that Dabya own rela: es an Mie thet lade now. 
he was convicted,” Gonzalez said pou compensation, An- sieged by victims relatives claim- Een that Panganiban con- | ons with the Echegaray fami. because he's aban iy the Chief 
of Echegaray's case. gara sai ing compensation. curred in it. 

‘The analogy is quite clear He. Senate Majority Leader Francis Reacting to an IMQumm story “Heis now in the Great Beyond, ‚чебенне ate CAU DAR CE mina a 
committed a crime but he need Pangilinan, original author of a which stated that Panganiban vot- and a correction of the judicial er- | ready has a young famil cher Pre RA ean hac codd be 
not have died.” bill abolishing the death penalty, ed to affirm Echegaray’s death con- ror can no longer resurrect him. I кечее нитү a dine that Бы ر‎ cea: tb a үүле ro 

‘But beyond seeking compensa- said the failure to present evi- viction, Supreme Court spokesper- believe that the surreal outcome | she ‘still lived in ын мышын 
tion, Gonzalez doubted dence in court that Echegaray son Ismael Khan said that Pangani- of this case reinforces the | neighborhood as Leo's four sib- sid túnen nmn han ere 
Echegaray's family could get any- was not the parent of his victim ban--along with Associate Justices strongest reason why the death ioe dus чы Vi emi Е 
thing from the government for Wasmotthefaultofthecourt" Веупаю Puno and Jose Vi- penalyhasmoplaceinoursatute | ces ос well as Leonor Ra ее ерсе 
the supposed error of executing “There may be no legal obli- tug--voted against it in keeping books,” said Panganiban, a known = ират aoe 
Echegaray. gationonthepartofthestateto with his position that the death opponent of capital punishment. Fences mended ива Device 

Asked whether the Echegaray provide compensation to the penaltylawwasunconstitutional. | Echegaray was sentenced to Ка ni he ei Бы er een ee ee NG 
heirs could sue the government, family of Echegaray for his Khan also said it was not only death by Quezon City Regional | somehow already mended terrent to crime. ? 
Gonzalez said: “I don’t think they ‘wrongful’ death but in the light now that Panganiban had ex- Trial Court Branch 104 On Sept. | fences with the Echegarays, in- С 
can bring an action against the of the statement of the Chief pressed his views about alleged 7,1994. He was convicted of the | ciuding Leo's brother Hexo, Desire for revenge 
government ... I don't think you Justice, there may be а moral errors in the execution of rapeofhis"daughter" rs foes duc ы ip чалда hes Dio was ITA. Wha 
Ban do that because the state is obligation on the part of the Echegaray, having written about During the trial, Echegaray al- | çon when aaa аана 
non-suable.” state to provide some form of re- the issue in his books “Leadership leged his wife's lover, not he, was pers ies. 


Е z in 1999. i - 
Neither can they go after the lief,” Pangilinan said. by Example” in 1999 and “Battles the father of the victim. cates vo Li си p ness 


Quim that Hector had also re- to be civil and not barbaric in 

= sumed working on barangay pro- terms of administering jus- 
e 2 А jects, with Dinostilarthe helm. — tice, he said. 

Hola] O R E A 3 Leonor said her family had Echegaray, to his dying 

UI Bustos aeg 3 been active in barangay pro- breath, maintained his inno- 

PAN grams, their activities disrupt- cence. During the trial, he said 
ed only when Leo was involved he was on a house-painting job 
іп the rape case and the baran- at the time the rape was com- 
gay took an aggressive stand to mitted. 
protect Baby and help prose- The defense also claimed 
cute her rapist. Babys grandmother influ- 

б , enced the victim to file the rape 
SC should be ‘answerable’ charge because the grand- 

“Baby and the others have al- mother was interested in grab- 
ready healed. Hector and Ihave bing a property that Echegaray 
also come to terms,” Dino said. owned. 

Dino said that if the  Olaguer said that while 
Supreme Court made a mistake death convicts were happy 
in Leo's case, “they should be about the scrapping of the 
made answerable.” death penalty, many were dis- 

Dino is an official of the pri- appointed that their sentences 
vate watchdog Volunteers had been reduced to life im- 
Against Crime and Corruption prisonment without parole. 

i BEA NO and а staunch advocate of the | 
E = death penalty. Serious flaws 
Л Wa Conceding the futility of the “Those who maintain their 
160 UN [IN Cf x death penalty law in curbing innocence think it would now 
AAA B Аа КТҮҮ crime, both houses of Congress take longer for their cases to be 
have passed separate measures reviewed... unlike before when 
scrapping capital punishment. death sentences were automat- 
Alaw finally abolishing it is ex- ically reviewed by the Supreme 
MARY JOY PEREZ CONER M.D. SERGIO TINGZON APDO JR. M.D. JOY LOURDESAUSTRIADACUMOS MD. | | POU to be signed by Pres. C Catanduanes Rep. Joseph 
197 Placer 2" Placer a amang before she leaves for the Vati- Santiago said the Supreme Court 
FERDINAND EVANGELISTA LUNARIA MD. EIRENE GUEVARRA MAPILE M.D. can Ta an audience with: Pops hef Deca TOWING ушр 
5^ Placer 409 Placer Benedict XVI. to life in prison the death sen- 
a 1 tences on incestuous rape con- 
Echegaray’s chaplain victs in cases involving technical 
The abolition of capital pun- errors such as a prosecutors fail- 
ihment would benefit more ше to cite the victim's minor age 
Our Lady of Fatima University’s DR. MAKABAYAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM offers you the chance to get your medical degree a a 
ur Lady of Fatima University’s DR. MAKABAYAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM offers vou te hence 1o spt your medical deeree | iam 1000 inmates now on orthe convicts exc eatosip 
postgraduate internship and you can enjoy a medical scholarship all throughout your medical course. Patriotism has death row. Е tothe victim. 
postgraduate internen his ау! Ask about Fatima’s DR. MAKABAYAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM today, only 75 scholarship Panganiban has said that “а hindsight, it was obvious 
slots available. Echegaray should not have that serious procedural flaws at- 
MORE THAN A QUARTER OF A CENTURY OF EXPERTISE . ACCREDITED BY THE ILLINOIS STATE BOARD OF REGULATIONS | | been executed but only meted tended Echegarays arrest, trial 
MEE m cmo cmi AEDEM EN dle caren | | r OE samin, aanak 
BATTING AVERAGE IN THE MEDICAL BOARD EXAMS " ТА NEW YORK & JACKSON PARK HOSPITAL IN CHICAGO ment because it was not proved Не also said police records 
EXCELLENT REVIEW PROGRAMS AFFILIATED WITH TEN HOSPITALS IN TAIWAN during the trial that he was “a showed that when police arrest- 
FULLY RECOGNIZED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF PHILIPPINE | APPROVED BY тыс US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR TTS father, stepfather or grandfa- ed Echegaray at his residence in 
DEREGULATED STATUS BY CHED * RECOGNIZED BY THE CALIFORNIA QUALITY ther" of Baby, which would 1994, they had no arrest war- 


LISTED IN THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION GENEVA OF HEALTH ASSURANCE have placed the rape under the Echegaray was 
RECOGNIZED MEDICAL SCHOOLS: рі ре under the rant and that Echegaray 


а f “heinous crimes” hastily tried. With а report 
OTHER FULL SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS AVAILABLE INCLUDING FREE BOARD AND LODGING, BOOKS AND MONTHLY STIPEND бае уч. быр 
INCLUDING INTERNATIONAL CLERKSHIP PROGRAMS IN NEW YORK AND CHICAGO WITH FREE AIRFARE, BOARD AND oe a feos 
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Reyes: RP 
welfare 
uppermost 
in ruling 


By Norman Bordadora 


ENVIRONMENT SECRETARY ANGELO REYES 
yesterday said the country's welfare would be 
considered when the Department on Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources decides whether 
ог not to allow Lafayette Mining Corp. in Ra- 
pu-Rapu, Albay. 

Reyes, who said the DENR would reveal its 
decision on Tuesday, said the fate of 
Lafayette's mining operations would not only 
be based on the technical and environmental 
studies submitted by the various stakehold- 
ers, including the Bastes Commission. 

"The issue here is not just whether we will al- 
low the Rapu-Rapu project to reopen or not based 
on technical and environmental considerations 
but we must also ensure that when we make a de- 
cision, the welfare of the Filipino people is taken 
into utmost consideration,” Reyes said. 

One of the Arroyo administrations main 
thrusts is the revitalization of the mining indus- 
try which is seen as a huge potential source of 
revenue to fuel the country’s economic recovery. 

The government, however, is also promot- 
ing responsible and sustainable mining oper- 
ations to protect the country's resources and 
the environment. 

“We have studied all the issues relative to the 
incidents and the mining operation, as well as the 
govemment response in terms of enforcing the 
rules and monitoring the project,” Reyes said. 

Reyes earlier said that the fate of Lafayette 
following the DENR study would sen 
strong signal about the government's policies 
tothe entire mining industry and the environ- 
mental protection groups. 

“We deeply appreciate the efforts of the 
(Bastes) Commission because they provided 
us with critical inputs that would help us form 
our decision," he said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo had formed a 
commission chaired by Sorsogon Bishop Ar- 
turo Bastes to look into the Rapu-Rapu mine 
spill incident. 

The commission recommended a stop to 
Lafayette's operations іп the area following 
the mine tailings spill that contaminated wa- 
ter bodies in the area. 


Firm doing double 
duty faces tax rap 


А CONSTRUCTION FIRM DOUBLING AS A 
garbage contractor has been charged with tax 
evasion after it allegedly duped the govern- 
ment of more than P35 million in taxes, the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue said yesterday. 

BIR Commissioner Jose Mario Bufiag said a 
tax evasion case has been filed in the Valen- 
zuela City prosecutors office against Domi- 
тиз Construction and Services Corp. based in 
Mapulang Lupa, Valenzuela City. 

"We found out it was also doing garbage 
collection and that it was paid by the 
Caloocan City government P58 million that it 
failed to declare," Bufiag said. He made the 
announcement at the weekly Kapihan sa Sulo 
news forum yesterday. 

"The P58 million was not reflected in the in- 
come tax returns of either the company or of its 
owner and president, a certain Emilio de la Cruz. 
Valenzuela BIR officials said the omission consti- 
tuted a gross violation of the Tax Code. 

BIR Valenzuela Director Anselmo Adriano 
said surveillance showed Dominus dump 
trucks were hauling garbage and "other dis- 
posable stuff,” not construction materials. 

Further investigation showed the company 
was paid P58,578,653.41 by the Caloocan City 
government in 2004 for collecting garbage. 

Revenue District Officer Ernesto de Vota 
said Dominus evaded payment of more than 
P35 million representing deficiency income, 
more than P5.9 million in value-added taxes 
and more than P5,000 in expanded withhold- 
ing taxes. Norman Bordadora 
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For a lot of education planholders, 
IT is looking better. 


AMA gives PEP a hand, 
allowing thousands of students 
to go back to school. 


АМЬ 


‘A Memorandum of Agreement sealed the financial assistance AMAES is extending to education planholders of distressed pre-need companies. Shown in photo ore 
Ferdinand Sia, AMAES AVP for Marketing: Dr. Patrick Alain T. Azanza, SVP for Operations; Philip Picci, PEP Coalition President Vic Ortuoste, PEP Coalition Finance 
Head and Winnie Bonifacio, PEP Board Member. 


Parents Enabling Parents (PEP) Coalition, a group of pre-need education planholders 
of various pre-need companies, sought the help of AMA Education System (AMAES). 
AMAES readily responded generously with a 50% financial assistance for any student going to 
any AMAES school on all fees from enrollment to graduation. 


To qualify, a student must be a PEP Coalition member/dependent or a planholder 
of any pre-need company, and officially endorsed by PEP Coalition. Student must bring 
a photocopy of education plan and comply with AMAES admission requirements. 
if the 50% balance cannot be paid at the time of enrollment, AMAES can provide 
an Easy Payment Plan payable within an agreed time frame. Р1,000 downpayment must be paid. 


The AMAES financial assistance can be availed of in AMA Computer University, 
ABE International Business College, AMA Computer Learning Center, 
AMA International Institute of Technology, St. Augustine School of Nursing, 
AMA School of Medicine, Norwegian Maritime Academy and St. Augustine International School. 


For more details, please call 373-3901. 


ENROLLMENT ONGOING IN ALL AMAES SCHOOLS. 
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Save up with BPI today and get a chance to drive home 
a stylish Volvo V50* in the July draw! 


Simply open or maintain any BPI Peso or Foreign Currency 
Savings, Checking or Time Deposit. Every 15,000 in your savings 
or checking account, or P25,000 in your time deposit 


entitles you to one (1) electronic raffle coupon. 


The more you save, the more chances to win 


DIRECT 
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BATAK 
CHILDREN and 
some of their 
elders strike a first 
day of school pose 
outside their lone 
asan 
doubles asa 
health clinic and 
assembly hall. 
“Like lowlanders, 
Batak and 
Tagbanua natives. 
havea passion for 
education,” 
asserts their 
j 5 teacher, himselfa 
3 m ? first-time mentor. 
d mm S me Gg NG 3 ы: ا‎ 


Tribe proves you’re never too old to learn 


By Jerry E. Esplanada But the grinning faces of 17. Itcited several reasonsforthis: Batak, both Batak are bringing them to the 
year-old Gerry Abordo and two of Ал inflexible schedule which fails i brink of extinction." 
UERTO PRINCESA CITY—THERE IS NO his almaciga-and wild hon: to accommodate the economic There are around 428 Bataks 
бошуна fol ying "Better late _ ey-gathering buddies at the activities of the pupils; curricu- in Puerto Princesa, 56 less than 
equivalent for the saying “Bete late than nev Зе бе Man. ra menn таш; young and O14, he yy coure, argo 
OF gapin rainforest here say it all. which are irrelevant to the needs Roldan Parangue, who heads the 
Palawan. “at long last, we're going to or cultural characteristics of the hy. b МСР in Palawan. 
wie school. We'd really like to learn people: and teachers, generally “AVE Deen ‘Aside from Mangapin, there 
Moura D i 3 how to read and ү: like the broth ац ho are wm are four other Batak settlements 
Жү \ others,” Abordo said in Filipino. miliar with the ways of life of cul- : in the hinterlands north of the 
The Batak native, who once tural communities- looking forward Gi Tenaya, ` Riendacan, 
espe dentin Mia payt “The long distance is a major, Cayasan and Calacuasan. 
еде of lowlanders and non-tribal hindrance in advancing Batak В ‘The five villages sit оп the 
folk, doesn't think he is “too old eracy. Another factor is the inabil tO the opening of зоре of the 1,g93-mecer peak 
for either Grade I or Grade II. Our ity of Batak families to meet the Cleopatra's Needle, one of the 
elders say age doesn't matter.” financial demands of basic educa- В natural landmarks of Palawan, 
‘Ane chil Abordo loved being tion” according to “Bakas” a SCHOOL, Says their Of the five Batak settlements, 
read to by visiting missionaries, study of the Batak settlement in only two—Mangapin and Rian- 
even if the stories mostly con- Cayasan published by TagBalay, a є dacan—have registered slight 
cerned religious matters. non-government environmental Chief Marcos population increases, said the 
He said it was the “komiks ad- organization founded by Hage- МОР. 
venture stories which we enjoyed dorn. From about 100 in the late 
the most" Hagedorn had earlier set for Madamay 1990s, Bataks in Mangapin have 
„> The new Marigapin, Elemen- himself a more difficult task: pre- grown to about 120. 
tary School, a one-room concrete venting the disappearance of the However, of the 24 Batak fami- 
building which doubles as a Batak. lies in the settlement, “only four 
health clinic and assembly hall, “For several decades now, the can be considered pure Batak. 
sits right in the middle of Мап: Bataks have been teetering on the. The rest are products of inter- 
gapin, a settlement about 80 km edge of extinction," the mayor marriages between Batak and 
north of the provincial capital said. ы Tagbanua and other tribes," said 
which is home to members of the Batak villages here are proba- Badenas. 
Batak and Tagbanua tribes. bly the only communities in the In Riandacan, there are 79 
Marcos Madamay, the Batak country where “making lots of ba- Bataks, from only 45 in 1999. 
chieftain, said people in the set- bies” is officially encouraged and Tes a different story in Tagnaya, 
tlement, both young and old, rewarded. 3 Cayasan and Calacuasan where the 
have been looking forward to the "Incentives, which include number of Bataks has declined to 
opening of school this month ever cash gifts, food, vegetable and ‚ to 52, 60 and 120, respectively, 
since they learned last year of the fruit seeds, await participating — „ from 80, 115 and 140 in 1999. 
city government's plan to put up a couples,” said Hagedorn. ‘The National Statistics Of- 
school in their village. The National Commission on fice 2000 census placed the 
“Like many lowlanders, Batak Indigenous People has reported [X Batak population іл 
and Tagbanua natives havea pas- that “the high morbidity and y Palawan at 364. 
sion for education,” observed mortality rates among the — , uf The NCIP had proposed 
Rolly Badenas, 25, an education > some years ago a P1.34 mil- 
gu of ali College E Ki lion action plan for the Batak. 
ere. The Batak school is his first Я The program, however, was nev- 
teaching assignment, er implemented because of bud- 
BATAK mother and child await treatment at the schoolhouse cum Baclenas expects at leas N S B sean constraints, 
health center Sunes Gas ot dase À ius ol era pes orb 
р ; s 4 
Boosting the literacy level of y ditional ways as it is of ensuring 
a KING J [AMES AUCTION танае indigenous communi m BE i its physical survival, according to 
3 ties is the dream of Mayor Ed \ the Puerto Princesa government. 
‘Suite 903 Annapolis Wilshire Plaza, No. 11 Annapolis St., | ward S. Hagedorn. j, The TagBalay report stressed 
Greenhills, San Juan Metro Manila Basic education is the right of 7 the need for a “non-formal edu- 


WE BUY CLOSED RESTAURANT & HOTEL, FURNITURE | Batak, who are Schad the j cation system that uses a cultural 


Batak, who are the poorest com | rediscovery strategy.” 


& FIXTURES, FACTORY, FORECLOSED munities in Puerto Princesa, һе A ‘TagBalay project officer Marif 
CAT MI erent TR E —M к - а ‘wrote tara Ng fa 

T, MINING PLANT, SUGAR MILLS ee I in the барри of Bak 

CEMENT PLANT AND POWER PLANT | femnosneglcced the indigenous фы NG ^ Ка Ко abd mlaman 

INFO: (0920) 454-4488; 721-3233; 723-3277 шыны : V Гы e aaa 
Pablico also cited the increas- 

ing rate of Batak intermarriages 


Roo F S HINGLES 1 ` j i abe indigenous groups 


(Are shingles suited to Philippine weather!) Р б ‘The city government is using 
Y education as a development tool 
pem : jn preserving Batak heritage and. 
Asphalt shingles do well in ie most stingent standard or "Won't shingles „corrode im h s ibe's survival. 
mhina so reh ро ы ario earn ta a o 2. : M Up m 
"perform well in our climate?” 4 his year, additional school 
"i “Wo se rots with shines hat. ANSWER: ASpha does no ust 8 buildings will be put up in two or 
than 70% of tools in ne USA, Аи? ugly black stains.” nine slo Я three Batak barangays. 


"e found not only in the COO answor: These ugly stains are 511005 ave the acceptable roo 4 The city government has been 
epee wor: sins are oon amd sh 3 t 1 
Rorbemtegens but aon e aa growth. For naw conse developmen NO boracay. " providing Batak settlements on a 
Maou anete, 900058 Yon, we recommend ou Agee: Palawan, Bohol, Cebu and Davao | regular basis with food aid, health 
"TC They are aso spectiod п берар copper ийа. They “Bul shingles aro expensive" Z “4 s j services and non-formal education, 
y 


Answer: Shingles cover more 


the боша! Fonda Georga, SRE иро among other support services. 
„ George,” Srewarantodlo piolectyourroo Answer: Thor ae shin 
Suh Carin) wah turcas rom masa басе 001 am ner Ther аз shingles (pal Dr Juancho Monserate, the 
p algae win AR shingles. Sam eod es hen concile суз health officer, said infant 
“How can you assure that and metal ties. VS hon the Batch 
Hon d "But shingles are good onh mortality among а 
Jour shingles are suled 0 от попав; wih county look sth excusive dbo ol ha been conquered. 

nlppines?™ largest shingles manulacturat 1n But close monitoring is still 
Бай ‘Answer: Shingles give any house the world, CartamTead (USA), ' BN Coated 
wer: Our CertainTeed 218405 9209950 They go wal we guarartoo We most compel. necessary to prevent disease an 
a ages Gem edu Baan emer dieta Rebum enden) d Ns * hunger from further reducing the 
Timnas oi Mamebais Scene and demo,  Belevo toro ў tribe's numbers, Monserate said. 
T Fonda County Bulang Code on designs natural в your design, Hagedorn said the campaign 
ие ind rt tu ы 8 igi 
ту жосу ип essence” За ma Tesis tne rolt о ое WS 
zon city MG Home Depot Origas Home Depot Alabang Home Depot Малдапә Cty Davao C “much “a work in progress.” 
оп AA о ETN aasa?” pano ud The Batak “need our help more 
than ever. They should be saved 


d at all costs,” he said, 


CJ Muiti-Lina ru matawa e imply Creative THE BATAK are a vanishing tribe who are officially encouraged to and 


rewarded for making babies. 
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We could’ve us 
says Mt. Everest conqueror 
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fact, when we were 
already acclimatiz- 
ing in Nepal prepar- 
ing for the climb, Art 
Valdez (leader of the 
First Philippine Mt. 
Everest Expedition) 
was still looking for 
sponsors," Oracion 
revealed in an inter- 
view with the "Ang 


Balita Ngayon" pro- { 
gram over the STV6 
cable channel. 
" 


"But the experi- g. —- 
ence has taught us / 


| e 
that even without re 


the support of the j si " our name is your guarantee. 
government, we сап lÊ mt 

still stand and sup- 
port ourselves," he 
said. 


lance 


Fees 

The permit to 
dimb Mt. Everest 
costs around 
$70,000 for a mini- 
mum of seven peo- 
ple. 

A commercial 
dimb—where 
climbers pool their 
resources to make 
the ascent as a 
group—costs 
$65,000, inclusive of 
the fee for the Sherpa 
guides, food and oxy- 
gen. 

The FPMEE-Ever- 
est expedition was 
sponsored by ABS- 
CBN, Asia Brewery's 
Summit, Globe and 
Kodak, among oth- 
ers. 

Oracion became 
the first Filipino to 
reach the summit of 
Everest at an altitude 
of 29,035-ft on May 
17. His teammate, 
Erwin "Pastour" Ema- 
ta, followed the next 
day. 

Romi Garduce, the 
third Filipino 
climber, reached the 
summit two days lat- 
en 


Award 

Quezon Gov. Wil- 
frido Enverga has 
bestowed on Ora- 
tion a Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
and a P150,000 cash 
gift from the provin- 
cial government. 

Oracion is also be- 
ing considered for 
the Quezon Medalya 
ng Karangalan, a list 
of honorees during 
the annual commem- 
oration of the birth of 
the late President 
Manuel L. Quezon on 
Aug. 19. 

On Wednesday, 
Oracion returned to 
his hometown of 
Lucban and received 
a royal welcome 
complete with brass 
bands, a parade and 
a motorcade around 
the town. A convoy of 
motorcycle and bike 
riders escorted the 
decorated float that 
һе rode with his fa- 
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Paciano was born on March7, 1851, in 
Caldniba, Laguna, the second of the 11 
children of Francisco Mercado and 
Теойога Alonso. (The Mercado family 
assumed the surname Rizal upon the 
hero's execution.) 

Like Pepe, Paciano's first teacher was 
his mother, who taught him basic read- 
ing and writing, and praying. He was 
eveftually sent to the town of Bian, to 
learn more under the tutelage of Maestro 
Justiniano Aquino Cruz, 

In time Paciano's parents sent him to 
pursue higher education in Manila, 
where he studied at the College of San 
Jose. 

While in Manila, he lived and worked 
with Fr. Jose Burgos, one of the three 
martyr-priests implicated in the 1872 
Cavite Mutiny. It was probably this close 
association with Burgos that shaped him 
into a vocal critic of the abuses of the 
Spanish friars. 

Because of their parents” advanced 
age, Paciano was assigned to supervise 
Pepe's education. 

He brought his younger brother to Bi 
fian, also to study under Maestro Justini- 
ano; and accompanied Pepe to Manila in 
1872 and enrolled him at the Ateneo Mu- 
nicipal. 


From Mercado to Rizal 

It was the belief of most biographers 
of the national hero that Paciano was re- 
sponsible for Pepe's use of the surname 
Rizal in place of Mercado. 

‘The biographers believed that Paciano 
wanted Pepe to enjoy unencumbered a 
first-rate education, which would not 
have been possible had he used his real 
surname. 

Paciano's strong connection with Bur- 
gos had made the friars and the Spanish 
authorities very suspicious of him. Ever 
the protective brother, he changed Pepe's 
surname to prevent the friars from dis- 
covering their affiliation. 

As it turned out, Pepe was able to 
таке ће most of his student life at the 
Ateneo. Paciano also made sure that his 
brothers needs were taken care of. 

11882, Pepe traveled to Spain to con- 
tinué his medical studies there. A heavy 
task-fell on Paciano's shoulders—to in- 
form their parents of Pepe's departure 
and gomfort them, and most important- 
Jy to find the means to finance his broth- 
ers éxpenses abroad. 


Helping the struggle 

As à young student in Manila, Paciano 
saw the acts of injustice and cruelty com- 
mittéd by the friars, He decided to collect 
donations from people he knew to sup- 
portithe cause of secularization and to 
help;Father Burgos in the latter's propa- 
ganda work. 

Ina letter to his brother dated May 26, 
1882, Paciano said he was trying his best to 
help the Filipino struggle for reforms by en- 
suring that many of the people of Calamba 
were subscribing to Diariong Tagalog 

During this time, Paciano also encour- 
aged Pepe to have his works published 
and sent him the money required. 

He'labored over translating “Noli Me 
Tangere” into Tagalog with Pepe's consent 
and guidance. (Unfortunately, this Taga- 
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York cops on horseback looked on. 

“This is a wonderful day for us. 
The parade is well-organized, and 
the weather is fine. We've been in 
America for decades, yet we have to 
continue showing to the future gen- 
erations our culture,” said Dan de 
Guzman, grand marshal of the 
Philippine Independence Day Coun- 
cil2006 parade. 

Eight-year-old Zean Llamas, dressed 
in a red, pink and violet Muslim gown 
and shawl, gracefully danced the Mus- 
lim martial dance called “Silat” to the 
beat of gongs and drums. 

Her movements on the open.stage 
were fluid and dreamy, yet filled with 
vital energy. 

“1 feel great. I feel that сап show my 
feelings through this dance. I've been 


learning native dances for four years,” 
Lamas said. 


100 years 

The affair also marked a milestone 
for Filipino-Americans celebrating 100 
years of Filipino immigration to the 
United States. 

“Its been 100 years since Filipinos 
first came to Hawaii. This shows that 
‘America is built by people from around 
the world,” Mayor Bloomberg said. 

The festival captured the dynamism 
of Filipino immigrants and their impact. 
оп the social and economic life of the 
New York tri-state area. 

Daisy de Guzman, a physician, joined 
the parade with other members of the 
Philippine Medical Association of New 
Jersey. 

“immigrated to the US 30 years ago. 
Asa physician, 1 help a lot of people who 


PRIDE IN BEING FILIPINO: Flag-raising rites marked the 108th Philippine Independence Day in New York. The East Coast Fil-Am community—135 Filipino 
izations in all—was led by Ambassador Baja and New York Consul General Rebong. 


NYC mayor joins Filipinos in early Freedom Day fete 


need health care by telling them about 
preventive medicine,” De Guzman said. 

She described her practice in New 
Jersey as “very successful,” with 80 pa- 
tients daily. 

‘There are about 3.5 million Filipinos 
and Filipino-Americans in the United 
States, 

The first batch of Filipino farm work- 
ers arrived in Hawaii in 1906. 

‘The 1965 Immigration Act paved the 
way for Filipino professionals—many 
of them doctors, nurses and engi- 
neers--to enter the United States. 

Inthe 1990s, many Filipino teachers ar- 
rived, Some worked as teachers, others as 
nannies and caregivers to senior citizens, 

"feel Tm serving the working people of 
‘America as a physician. America gave me 
a great training to be a doctor here. I help 
people with prostate problems and dia- 
betes," said Catherine Alcarez, who immi- 


EHMERCHTOPHLPPNE HON 


grated from the Philippines 22 years ago 
and is now based in Atlantic City 

Dressed in colorful native gowns, 
members of the Filipino-American 
Women of New York and Connecticut 
marched in the parade. 

Members of Philippine Forum, who 
are at the forefront of immigrant 
protest rallies, marched with giant pa- 
per dolls to push for the legalization of 
illegal immigrants and facilitate family 
reunification. 

‘The celebration was unique for its va- 
riety. 

Filipino war veterans representing 
Philadelphia and New York marched in 
the parade and saluted the colors 

Members of the Grunge Pinoy Rock 
band performed rock, love songs and 
danceable tunes. 

Jazz band players marched to the 
tune of "Puttin' on the Ritz." 


log version has been lost to posterity) 

1п 1888, a land dispute cropped up in 
Calamba. 

‘The Mercados prominently figured in 
the dispute, but they lost the case and 
were ejected from their home and lands 

The case did not end there. Paciano 
and four other people from Calamba 
were exiled to Mindoro, where they 
stayed from September 1890 until 
November 1891. 

Shortly after returning home, Paciano 
was again exiled to Jolo, this time taking 
the place of his brother-in-law, Antonio 
Lopez. 


Persecution 

With the publication of Pepe's “Noli 
Me Tangere" in 1887 and "El Filibusteris- 
mo” in 1891, any affiliation with the au- 
thor was like carrying a cross. 

Each member of the family suffered per- 
secution, and Paciano was no exception. 

"The heaviest sacrifice he made to protect 
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his brother took place in December 1896, 
while Pepe was detained in Fort Santiago. 

Not known to all, Paciano was arrest- 
ed and subjected to severe torture in an 
attempt by the Spanish authorities to ex- 
tract any statement that would link his 
brother to the clandestine struggle fori 
dependence, 

The attempt failed. Paciano held his 
ground against the pain and humiliation. 
inflicted by his torturers. 

Family members later testified that 
when Paciano was returned to them, he 
was all but dead. 


Revolutionary leader 

His brutal experience in the hands of 
Spanish authorities, not to mention the 
fate that befell his brother, led Paciano to 
volunteer his services to Gen. Emilio 
Aguinaldo, 

‘A day after Pepe's execution on Dec. 
30, 1896, Paciano and his sisters traveled 
to Cavite to help the revolution in any 


From page Al 
tion and helps pass the time. 


‘A surgeon in Operating Room 
7 at the New York-Presbyterian 
Hospital in Upper Manhattan, Dr. 

Marc Bessler, jockeyed a patient's . 


spleen to get to the kidney. 


"White Shadows" by Coldplay 
murmured in the background. A 
resident cut away tissue near the 
kidney. Abba's "Waterloo" came 


next in the shuffle. 


Across the corridor on another 
day, Dr. William В. Inabnet, an 
endocrine surgeon, prepared to 
cut into a patient's neck. His iPod 
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way they could. 

When the Spanish forces reclaimed 
Cavite, the revolutionary government 
headed by Aguinaldo retreated to Biak- 
na-Bato in Bulacan. 

It was during this time that Pedro Pa- 
terno volunteered to serve as negotiator 
and succeeded in arranging a peace pact 
between the Spanish government and 
Aguinaldo's revolutionary government. 

In compliance with the provision of the 
Pact of Biak-na-Bato, the Filipino leaders 
voluntarily went into exile in Hong Kong. 

But the truce was short-lived because 
of violations committed by both sides. 

“Aguinaldo returned to the Philippines 
in 1898 and immediately called for the 
renewal of the revolution against Spain. 

‘Among the first leaders who heeded 
Aguinaldo's call, Paciano led his valiant 
men in the battlefield. 

He did not stop struggling even when the 
Filipino-American War broke out in 1899. 
He boldly fought the new colonizers until 
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Playing music in operating 
rooms has been a subject of medi- 
cal journals, going back SO years. 
At least five studies published in 
the last dozen years show that mu- 
sic benefits surgeons and patients, 
orat least does them no harm. 
Generally, the attending sur- 
geon, the honcho in the hierar- 
chical operating room, decides 
the playlist. Next in line is often 
the anesthesiologist. If no doctor 
brings music, it may come down 
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his capture by the Americans in 1900. 

When peace was restored, Paciano de- 
voted himself to farming his land in 
Calamba, He remained in private life and 
refrained from political involvement ир; 
til he died in 1930. 

In contrast to Pepe who was much 
photographed and documented, there 
are only two known pictures of Pa- 
ciano—a snapshot of a family gathering 
and another of his corpse 

It was not that he was camera-shy. He 
refused to be photographed because he 
was a wanted man; the absence of pic- 
tures meant greater freedom for him. 

After Pepe's execution, Paciano chose 
the quiet life and extended to his brother 
the peace and respect a hero deserves. 

Indeed, the family members consistently 
turned down offers from the government 
intended to provide benefits for them. 

‘They politely responded that the patri- 
otism of the Rizal family had never been 
for money or any other material gain. 


to the CD collection of the head surgical 
nurse. Any member of the team has veto pow- 
er if the music becomes distracting or inter- 
feres with communication. 

In a survey of 200 anesthesiologists pub- 
lished in 1997 in the British journal Anaesthe- 
sia, 72 percent of respondents said music was 
played regularly in their operating rooms. 
About 26 percent felt that music “reduced 
their vigilance” and interfered with commu- 
nication, Half felt that music was distracting 
when they encountered a problem. 


Timing critical 

But some surgeons have adopted music in- 
to their practice. 

Dr. Nas Eftekhar, a retired pioneer of hip 
and knee replacements, used Mozart's "Eine 
Kleine Nachtmusik" to mark the exact mo- 
ments to apply cement to the femur and insert 
the artificial joint. “The timing is extremely 
critical," he said. 

‘There is no way to generalize about content. 

“As wide as musical tastes are, that’s as 
broad as the listening habits of surgeons in the 
operating room,” said Dr. Eric Rose, chairman 
of the department of surgery at the Columbia 
University Medical Center, which is affiliated 
with New York-Presbyterian. Rose's tastes 
range from Vivaldi to Simon and Garfunkel. 


System of music choice 

Many operating rooms come equipped 
with music equipment, although iPods now 
appear to be the system of choice. Some ра- 
tients are given headphones, 

Surgeons often ask patients what they 
want to hear, Inabnet has to be especially sen- 
sitive, because in most of his cases, the pa- 
tients receive local anesthesia and are awake. 

Dr. Marc Dickstein, a New York-Presbyterian 
anesthesiologist, said a teenage gir facing a lung 
transplant had brought a CD of Seal, her favorite. 
artist, “It was just kind of a powerful scene there,” 
he said. “This was what she wanted to hear before 
what could have been her final moments." 

"The girl made it. "She was unbelievably brave; 
Dickstein said, — New York Times News Service 
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By Jerome Aning 


‘THE PHILIPPINES HAS URGED THE 
international community to redefine 
the meaning of work by includi 
overseas workers and unpaid family 
workers who also contribute to na- 
tional economies. 

‘Outgoing Labor Secretary Patricia 
Sto. Tomas said in a speech last 
Thürsday at the 95th International 
Labor Conference in Geneva, Switzer- 
land, that the international definition 
of labor force did not include the 
eight million Filipino overseas work- 
ers (OFWs) and four million unpaid 
family workers in the country. 

Work had been defined as that 
which was done inside national 
boundaries, Sto. Tomas said, noting 
that the Philippines and other coun- 
tries subscribed to this international 
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definition before foreign workers 
started moving in phenomenal num- 
bers across national borders. 

This definition, she said, explicitly 
excluded OFWs. "While the presence 
of OFWs is felt nationally, OFWs are 
not counted, thereby rendering them 
virtually invisible.” 

The DOLE chief said that work was 
defined as an activity for which one 
was paid, effectively eliminating 
mothers and other individuals who 
cooked, cleaned house and did other 
mundane things that allowed us to 
run factories, offices and businesses. 

She said that society owed its con- 
tinued existence to people who take 
care of people running the economy. 


Desirable work 

Sto. Tomas called for the correction 
of views regarding decent work, 
which some societies defined as 


"work that is desirable." 

"While the rhetoric of social debate 
acknowledges the debt we owe to 
those who till the soil or those who 
perform the technical or vocational 
requirements of our daily existence, 
there is an unwritten or unsaid bias 
against this occupation," she said. 


Acknowledge biases 

Members of the International La- 
bor Organization must acknowledge 
that such biases exist, she said, before 
they could transform these obviously 
necessary jobs into decent work. 

"Work that is not legal, immoral or 
obviously harmful may constitute de- 
cent work if we value them adequate- 
ly and if we educate society properly 
as to what can happen if those jobs 
suddenly disappeared," Sto. Tomas 
explained 

She said the definition of work was be- 


ing threatened by its increasingly transi- 
tory character and the emergence of tri- 
lateral relationships, particularly in the 
outsourcing industry, where the immedi- 
ate employer was not really the ultimate 
beneficiary of the services rendered by 
the worker. 


Call center agents 

She cited the country's more than 
100,000 call center agents, medical 
transcriptionists, and animators sub- 
contracted by companies that were 
not actually the workers’ principals. 

Many global enterprises, Sto. 
Tomas said, had local counterparts 
who would do the subcontracted 
work usually for definite periods of 
time. 

This increasingly temporary nature 
of employment created social tensions 
that could lead to heightened class 
conflict. The changing patterns in the 


pushes for new definition of ‘wo 
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world of work, she said, required par- 
allel changes in acknowledging the ex- 
isterice and contributions of the 
OFWs, unpaid family workers, and 
people whose jobs did not fit the tradi- 
tional concept of a clear employer-em- 
ployee relationship. 

"We cannot further advance the wel- 
fare of these workers unless we first ac- 


knowledge that they exist," Sto. Tomas 
said. 


No work for kids 

She, however, maintained that there 
were some facets in the world of work 
that should remain the same. For in- 
stance, children in school should not be 
made to work, she said. 

Moreover, people should not be forced. 
to work, nor should they work under 
conditions that are hazardous or condi- 
tions that are morally or legally unac- 
ceptable, Sto. Tomas said. 


J. Т Abaño; 87 


JUSTINA TOMADA ABANO, RETIRED 
teacher and widow of the late Ormoc po- 
lice chief Guillermo Dajes Abafto, died on 
June 8 at the age of 87. 

She is survived by her children Erlinda, 
Manuel, Dr. Margarita A. Napasindayao, 
Guillermo, Lolita A. Jayme, Rafael and 
Grace A. Tribucio; children-in-law Josefi- 
ma, Patricio Napasindayao, Adelaida, 
Solomon Jayme, Janet and Faustino Tribu- 
cio; grandchildren Joyce, Julia Ann, 
Manuel Guillermo, Guillermo Ш, Agnes 
Christine, Gilbert Anthony Hannah 
Katherine, Ma. Solita Carmel, Mary Mar- 
guerite Gertrude, Ma. Carla Jessica, Ma 
Giselle Janina, Ma. Jarra, Gerard Patrick 
and Pio Christopher; and great grandchil- 
dren Aésha Glynnis, Zhared and Anasta- 
sia. 

Interment will be on June 15 at the Or- 
moc Catholic Cemetery after the 2 p.m. 
Mass at the Mother of the Redeemer 
Parish, Fatima, Cogon, Ormoc City. 
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Sunday, June 11, 2006 
‘Trinity Sunday 
Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40 
The Lord is God 

Moses said to the people, “Asko the times 
past. Inquire from the day When God created 
тап on earth, Ask from one end of the world 
то the other: Has there ever been anything as 
extraordinary as this? Has anything like this 
been heard of before? Has there ever been а | 
people who remained alive after hearing as 
you did the voice of the living God from the 
midst of the fire? 

"Never has there been a God who went out 
to look for a people and take them out from 
among the other nations by the strength of 
trials and signs, by wonders and by war, with 
a firm hand and an outstretched arm, Never 
has there been any deed as tremendous as 
those done for you by Yahweh in Egypt, 
which you saw with your own eyes. 

"Therefore, try to be convinced that Yah- 
weh is the only God of heaven and earth, and 
that there is no other. 

"Observe the laws and the commandments 
that I command you today, and everything 
will be well with you and your children after 
you. So you will live long in the land which 
Yahweh, your God, gives you forever” 
2nd Reading: Romans 8:14-17 

We cry, “Abba! Father!” 

_ All those who walk in the Spirit of God are 
sons and daughters of God. Then, no more 
fear: you did not receive a spirit of slavery, 
but the Spirit that makes you sons and daugh- 
ters and every time we cry, “Abba! (this is 
Dad!) Father!" the Spirit assures our spirit 
that we are sons and daughters of God. If we 
are children, we are heirs, too. Ours will be 
the inheritance of God and we will share it 
with Christ; forif we now suffer with him, we 
will also share Glory with him. 

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 
Inthe name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit 

“The Eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 
When they saw Jesus, they bowed before 
him, although some doubted 

"Then Jesus approached them and said, "T 
have been given all authority in heaven and 
ой earth, Go, therefore, and make disciples 
from all nations. Baptize them in the Name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teach them to fulfill all that 1 have 
commanded you. 1 am with you always until 
the end of this world." 

Commentary 

We have heard the voice of God (not at 
Sinai) but in Jesus, in the Word/Scriptures in 
community and we belong to God even more 
closely than Israel, and we must be faithful in 
obeying our God's commandments together so 
that we proclaim God to ай. In Jesus we are giv- 
en the Spirit to call God Father. 

In baptism we are given the same relation- 
ship with the Father that Jesus has, with the 
power ofthe Spirit, We are drawn into the Trin- 
iy the mystery of communior/community in 
God. And then we are to spend our lives living 
ош that Trinity with ай others in the world. А 
daunting task filled with grace and power. 
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CORRUPTION TOME. All relevant laws, Supreme Court decisions and jurisprudence on 
corruption cases have been gathered in the ‘Ombudsman Resource Book on Public 
‘Accountability’. Ombudsman Ma. Mereceditas Gutierrez (second from left) receives а 
copy from USAID Mission Director Jon Lindborg at a recent turnover ceremony. Also 
shown (from left) are Special Prosecutor Dent 
party of the ROLE, or Rule of Effectiveness, project. 


Villa-Ignacio and James L. Agee, chief of 


By Jerome Aning 


THE CATHOLIC BISH- 
‘ops Conference of the 
Philippines called on 
the government yester- 
day to step up its infor- 
mation campaign to 
make more people 
aware of the 
widespread abuses 
committed _ against 
overseas Filipino work- 
ers in Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan. 

The CBCP also 
cautioned _ Filipinos 
to think twice before 
going to these coun- 
tries 


The СВСВ through 
its Episcopal Com- 
mission for the Pas- 
toral Care of Mi- 
grants and Itinerant 
People (ECMD, ex- 
pressed alarm over 
the growing number 
of runaway domes- 
tics in the three coun- 
tries and the appar- 
ent lack of govem- 
ment assistance to 
distressed OFWs. 


Meeting 

On Friday ECMI 
officials and Bishop 
Pedro Arigo of 
Palawan met with 


representatives of 
the Overseas Work- 
ers Welfare Adminis- 
tration (OWWA), the 
Philippine Overseas 
Employment Admin- 
istration (POEA) and 
the Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
to discuss the 17 cas- 
es of abuse against 
OFWs in the three 
countries. 
*Elgie's' сазе 

The cases includ- 
ed that of “Elgie,” a 
40-year-old domes- 
tic stranded in Syr- 
ia, who was raped 
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several times by jail 
guards after her em- 
ployer had her ar- 
rested for running 
away. 

ECMI executive 
director Fr. Edwin 
Corros urged the 
government “to give 
true information on 
what was going on’ 
in Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan so that 
Filipinos who want 
to work there would 
be made aware of 
the risks and could 
take proper precau- 
tions. 


Runaways 

The OFWs should 
be also made to real- 
ize that sneaking into 
any of the three 
countries without le- 
gal documentation 
could further expose 
them to more abuse, 
he added. 

Сопо told ге 
porters that OWWA 
deputy administrator 


1 Angelo Jimenez ad- 


mitted to the ECMI 
that about 60 Fil- 
ipino domestics in 
Lebanon run away 
every month, taking 
shelter at the em- 
bassy compound in 
Beirut. 

Even the Philip- 
pine Embassy in Jor- 
dan was over- 
whelmed by the 100 
runaways at its com- 
pound. It had recom- 
mended a month- 
long ban on the de- 
ployment of domes- 
tics, which the POEA 
approved effective 
Junel 


Husband's tale 

Corros said a labor 
attache or welfare of- 
ficer should be sent 
to Syria, because ас- 
cording to com- 
plaints received by 
ECMI, the Philippine 
honorary consul 
there, who isa Syrian. 
citizen, was not tend- 
ing to the needs of 
the OFWs. 

The ЕСМІ was 
alerted to Elgie's case. 
by her husband, who 
recounted how Elgie 
had run away in late 

March from her Syri- 
an employer, a for- 


| Think twice about working 
abroad, bishops warn Pinoys . 


mer military official, 
because of maltreate, 
ment, salary reduc,’ , 
tion and sexual ha- 
rassment. 

Ele reportedly 
went to the Philip 
pine honorary consul 
who allowed her to, 
return to her agent. 
The agent, in tum, 
took her back to her 
employer, who beat 
her up and sent her, 
to jail. There she was 
raped several times: 
by the agent and the, 
jail guards. 

Later, the agent. 
sent Elgie to another 
employer. 

Elgie ran away 
again last month, but 4 
this time, she sought 1, 
help and refuge from 
Filipino residents in 
Syria. 

Elgie's husband 
brought her case to, 
OWWA- last month. 
He said an officer 
told him that Elgie's 
repatriation would 
take a while because: 
of legal complica- 
tions since his-wife* 
was а direct hire. 


Cases of abuse 

ECMI paralegal co- 
ordinator Sr. Teresita 
Laguna said she doc- 
umented 17 cases of 
abuse among OFWs 
in Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan. The cas- 
es were brought to 
the Church's atten- 
tion by the victims’ 
relatives here, citing 
recruitment viola- 
tions, labor abuses 
and gender-based 
forms of violence. 

Comos said the 
government терге. 
sentatives admitted. 
that they had few 
personnel to help 
OFWs in the three- 
countries. 

Cors reminded" 
them that Filipino 
workers deployed to* 
a foreign country 
should be assured of 
“teal protection” 
from possible abuses. 

Jimenez, for his' 
part, said he would 
personally handle El- 
gie's case and would 
make sure she was 
immediately repatri-, 
ated. 


P8-B victims' fund 
intact, says solon 


THE P8-BILLION FUND EARLIER SET ASIDE 
from the recovered Marcos deposits as com- 
pensation for victims of human rights abuses 
during martial law is intact, a party-list law: 
maker said yesterday. 

Akbayan Rep. Loretta Ann Rosales (not the 
chair of the House committee on human 
rights as earlier reported) said Budget Secre- 
tary Ronaldo Andaya Jr. assured her that the: 
fund was intact. 

Rosales added that budget officials were al- 
зо checking how much interest the PB billion. 
had earned so that the human rights victim's" 
compensation fund could reach at least P10 
billion. 

“1 asked Nonoy and he was laughing and 
told me ‘Don't worry. The money is intact and 
maybe we can look at the interest. It has al- 
ready gained interest,” Rosales said. 

She said Andaya also told her that he 
would look for other sources of funds to in- 
crease the compensation ifthe interest on the 
P8 billion were not enough. 

"We will exert all efforts to restore it back to 
P10 or P11 billion," Rosales said, 

She made the statement after Sen. Joker 
Arroyo on Friday said President Macapagal- 
Arroyo should not be blamed for the P3-bil- 
lion reduction in the proposed compensation: 
fund, 

The House bill providing compensation for 
martial law victims originally provided for 
$200 million (or P11 billion at the P55 to the 
dollar exchange rate in 2004) but Rosales. 
said Malacanang ordered the House leader- 
ship to set the amount in pesos and fix it at P8, 
billion. 

Rosales yesterday insisted that the Palace 
ordered the cut but said she was happy that 
executive branch officials like Andaya had ex- 
pressed willingness to have the qompensation 
fund restored, 

“The three branches of government should 
work together on this, The bottom line is" 
what we can do to help the victims," she said. 

Philip C. Tubeza 
А. 


Аек Е 


O Email: feedback@inquirer.com.ph website: hetp:/wwwing7.net 
Vol. 21 No. 183 PI N I ON 


Textus your feedback: inquirer opi name/cleyimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SUNDAY, JUNE 11,2006 


Tr Prasen Danv моа hc hat ts business and or ecas at 

"China Roces Are corner Yague and Mascardo Sts, Makati Cty 

“RO. Box 238) Makati Central Pont Office 1263 Makati City 

Our шерге runter we 897-8009 connecting eps tment 

Балоты Fan 897-4793 897-4794 -Advertsing 097-4807 
0116-2642 


“Surer Hotline 896-4000 


Slaying a myth 


НЕ KILLING LAST WEEK OF TERRORIST LEADER 
‘Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the Jordanian jihadist be- 
hind many abductions and suicide bombings in 

strife-torn Iraq, is certainly a military feat of a high order. 

But it is not—and cannot be—the political and historic 

milestone the Bush administration would like to think it 

is. 

The myth of al-Zarqawi as the leader of the anti-Ameri- 

can insurgency in Iraq, a foreigner who 
EDITORIAL symbolized al-Qaida's engagement in 
the country, was exactly that: a myth. 

And it was a myth created, in large part, by the American 

government he had sworn to fight. 

It is true that he had taken part in or masterminded the 
kidnapping of foreign nationals in post-Saddam Iraq; itis 
believed—and US officials have repeatedly said—that he 
is responsible for the death of dozens in Iraq; it is likely 
that he had even personally beheaded two American 
hostages. 

But while he served as a symbol of violent resistance to 


‘American occupation, he was not, and never was, its NAY 
e Ha aaa kaa evel МУ д 
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Congratulations to the Araullo High School 


he was not--and never was—Osama bin Laden's deputy 
1 HAVE CORRESPONDED WITH CONSUELO 


in Iraq either. 
Only two months ago, the Washington Post revealed 
that the Pentagon had been pursuing a strategy to inflate 
al-Zarqawi's reputation. The lead paragraph in that story 
D. Sison on various civic and political matters 
over the years although I have never met her. 
Last January, she sent me an article she had 
written that expressed her continued zest for 


read: “The US military is conducting a propaganda cam- 
life upon reaching the ripe age of 85. She's one 
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herAlma Mates, thus: 

“During the reception dinner-dance, Cen- 
tennial Awards will be received by the families 
of illustrious graduates—the 3 Presidents of 
the Philippines, Manuel A. Roxas (Class 1910), 
Jose Р Laurel (Class 1911), Elpidio Quirino 


paign to magnify the role of the leader of (al-Qaida) in 
Iraq, according to internal military documents and offi- 
cers familiar with the program. The effort has raised his 
profile in a way that some military intelligence officials 


SEPARATE 
OPINION 


believe may have overstated his importance and helped 
the Bush administration tie the war to the organization 
responsible for the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.” 

How did he “tie the war" [the invasion of Iraq] to 
Osama? The Atlantic Monthly report drily notes one ex- 
ample: “One can only imagine how astonished al-Zar- 
qawi must have been when [US Secretary of State] Colin 
Powell named him [in February 2003] as the crucial link 
between (al-Qaida) and Saddam Hussein's regime. He 
was not eveh officially a part of (al-Qaida), and ever since 
he had left Afghanistan, his links had been not to Iraq but 


to Iran." 


But making him out to be more than he really was did 
not only help the White House make that tenuous con- 
nection between Osama and Saddam; it also helped US 
forces meet operational objectives in post-invasion Iraq. 

The Post story notes: "The documents state that the US 
campaign aims to turn Iraqis against Abu Musab al-Zar- 
qawi, a Jordanian, by playing on their perceived dislike of 
foreigners. US authorities claim some success with that 
effort, noting that some tribal Iraqi insurgents have at- 


tacked Zarqawi loyalists.” 


Опе of the documents obtained by the Post, the tran- 
script of a meeting, quotes one key military intelligence 
officer telling Army officials: “Our own focus on Zarqawi 
has enlarged his caricature, if you will—made him more 
important than he really is, in some ways.” 

They certainly did. Judging from the iconic economics 
of reward money, al-Zarqawi was deemed by the US gov- 
ernment equal in importance to Osama himself; he, too, 


had a $25-million bounty on his head. 


But that same intelligence official quoted in the Post al- 
so described al-Zarqawi's operation as resolutely small- 
scale, “a very small part of the actual numbers.” On the 
other hand, Osama, who actually masterminded the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, continues to inspire anti-Ameri- 
can, anti-Western violence around the world. He has in- 
vented something new: franchise terrorism. His terrible 
network is impossibly wide, reaching even the hills of 
Basilan, the streets of Toronto—or the alleys of Baghdad. 
In fact, it was in the cities of Iraq that al-Zarqawi found 


his calling: as a franchisee terrorist. 


Will al-Zargawi's death (the US air strike also killed a 
woman and child, among others) lead to the collapse of 
the insurgency in Iraq? The short answer is “No.” But, 
perhaps, now that he's dead, the White House will finally 


be forced to face reality in Iraq, not myth. 
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optimistic lady who could serve as an excellent 
model for the younger generations uninvolved 
in public affairs. 

Recently she sent me a letter inviting my 
wife and me to the celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the Araullo High School, of 
which she is an alumna. The party was held 
last Friday evening at the Manila Hotel. 1 had 
phoned earlier to express my regrets because 
of my chores in the school where I am teach- 
ing. But to belatedly share in the festivities, I 
will now say a little about her high school for 
the benefit of its alumni and the information 
ofthe public. 

The Araullo High School is the former Mani- 
la High School that was established on June 
11, 1906. The first ofits kind in the capital city 
of the country, it was later given its present 
name and was soon followed by three other 
secondary schools also honoring justices of the 
Supreme Court of the Philippines. 

‘The four original high schools in the city of 
Manila are, in alphabetical order to avoid any 
suspicion of favoritism, the Araullo High 
‘School, the Arellano High School, the Mapa 
High School and the Torres High School. 

‘The Filipinos first appointed to the Supreme 
Court in 1901 were Cayetano Arellano, as 
Chief Justice, with Victorino Mapa and Flo- 
rentino Torres as associate justices. Mapa was 
transferred to the Cabinet in 1913 but was re- 
tumed to the Court as the next Chief Justice 
when Arellano retired in 1920. Torres who was 
then the senior associate justice resigned out of 
‘amor propio when he was by-passed, probably 


TEACHER: WHAT COMES AFTER THE NUM- 
ber 8? 

Boy: Number 9, Ma'am 

‘Teacher: What comes after number 9? 

Boy: Number 10, Ma'am 

Teacher: Wow! Who taught you how to 
count? 

Boy: My father, Ma'am 

Teacher: Okay, what comes after number 
10? 

Boy: Jack Ma'am, then Queen, then King! 


Today is the Solemnity of the Most 
Blessed Trinity. We must approach this mys- 
tery of three persons in one God not so 
much with the thought of counting the num- 
ber of persons in the Trinity as with the de- 
sire of being counted in the Trinity. Ours is 
an invitation to become involved and to be- 
come a part of the Trinitarian circle of love. 
Rather than tackling the question about the. 
number, focus on the invitation to become a 
member in the Trinitarian circle. 

In today's Gospel (Mt. 28, 16-20), Jesus re- 
minds us of our mission for the Trinity: "Go 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.” Not only are we counted in 
the Trinity. The Trinity is counting on из! Ours 
then is an invitation to share in the life, love 
and mission of the Trinity, so that the "Holy 
and Triune God live in our hearts and in the 
hearts of all” (favorite prayer of St. Arnold 
Janssen, SVD). 

Next Sunday is Fathers’ Day. Let me share 
with you a letter which I received from an 
11-year-old girl by the name of Joanna 
Francesca. It is dated March 10, 2006. “It’s 
been 5 years that I haven't seen my papa. 
The last time Lsaw him I was 7 years old. He 
left us January 22, 2001. I have a younger 
brother. He doesn't even know our papa. He 
always mistakes other people as our papa. 
Please pray for me and my brother to see 
once again our papa." 


Isagani A. Cruz 


because he was already 76 at that time. But as 
fate would have it, the younger Mapa retired 
after only one year and died ahead of him at 
age 73. 

Manuel Araullo was already a legal institu- 
tion upon his appointment as Chief Justice in 
1921, having earlier occupied many judicial 
positions, especially as head of the Sala de la 
Civil of the Supreme Court organized by the 
American military authorities in 1899. Upon 
its abolition, he was widely expected to be ap- 
pointed to the new Supreme Court but was 
overlooked for unknown reasons. He was the 
logical choice, however, to succeed Mapa and 
served with great distinction until his death in 
1924. 

1 wrote recently in this column about the 
Mapa High School where I graduated, but that 
is another story I will probably write also 
about the Arellano and Torres high schools, 
but my subject today is the Araullo High 
School, which observed its centenary yester- 
day with a reception and dinner-dance. There 
must also have been some obligatory speech- 
making, but let us hope it was considerately 
brief. 

imagine the splendid affair at the appro- 
priately chosen Centennial Hall of the Manila 
Hotel was eagerly attended by hundreds of its 
festive alumni, including the graduates from 
the earlier years like Mrs. Sison. In her letter, 
she wrote of some of the famous progeny of 
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Fr. Jerry М. a 
Orbos, SVD E. 

Fathers, never, never underestimate how 
important your presence and your love are 
in the lives of your precious, fragile and 
helpless children. 

There is a 6-year-old boy who calls me in my 
Monday Radio Program "Hello Father" at Ra- 
dio Veritas (846 АМ Band). He asks me to pray 
that his father will come home to them. | and 
the radio listeners are often moved to tears 
whenever this litte boy is put on the air. How 
many more little innocent children suffer be- 
cause of parents who couldn't let go of their 
toys or their selfish personal joys? 

‘The mandate of our Lord to make disci- 
ples of all nations in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit starts 
in the home. Let us make our homes the 
dwelling place of the Trinity. Let love, re- 
spect, gentleness and charity abound in our 
homes. Let us be reminded today that, in- 
deed, success outside the home cannot com- 
pensate for failure inside the home. 

Speaking of success, Dr. Amelou Benitez 
Reyes, president of the Philippine Women's 
University recently shared with me this food 
for thought: A successful person is one who 
earns and accumulates wealth or honors for 
himself/herself; a significant person is one 
who, with or without wealth or honors, affects 
positively the people around him/her. Indeed, 
a person is worth not for what he/she has, not 
even for who he/she is, but, for what others 
have become because of him/her. 


June 12 is our Independence Day. What 


(Class 1911), and Gen. Carlos P Romulo (Class 
1916). 

“The durable still active at 94 years of age, 
Dr.Fedel Mundo (Class 1926), will receive her 
award personally.” 

1 ат sure there are other less famous but 
equally worthy men and women who have 
added to the luster of the Araullo High School. 
Beyond the glare of public attention and es- 
teem, they have led quiet lives performing 
their assigned tasks for God and country ac- 
cording to the ideals inculcated in them by- 
their affectionately remembered school: 

It must be a proud and wonderful feeling to. 
meet once-cherished friends again from the 
wistful and resurrected past. Recollection of 
those who have passed away must also be part 
of that feeling. And so too is the common pride 
in belonging to the Araullo High School with 
its rich record in molding its students for wor- 
shipful lives and responsible citizenship. 

‘Similar accomplishment can be appreciated 
for the other three original high schools in 
Manila that have also exerted sincere efforts to 
help in the edification of the youth. In their 
separate ways, each of them has contributed to 
the welfare of the country with its own roster 
of outstanding ог quiet but no less deserving 
graduates. 

Honor to all four of them! But today, on the 
occasion of its centennial celebration, a special 
accolade is offered to the Araullo High School, 
its alumni and the teachers who guided them 
along the way, for its magnificent achieve- 
ments in the service of the Nation. 


has happened, what is happening to our 
country? Is this the dwelling place of the 
‘Trinity? What is happening to our leaders? 
Where are they leading us? What values are 
they teaching us? Where are the heroes who 
can inspire us? Should we just be content 
with liars? Say it isn't so, Oh God! Surprise 
us, oh God, Please surprise us again, oh God! 

Let me end this piece with the last part of the 
letter of the 11-year-old girl I mentioned above: 
“1 am the second honor in my class. Thats be- 
cause Nicole cheats. She is not honest, so she is 
first honor. What can I do? No matter how hard 
Tuy I'm still second. But its okay. I know only 
God can make a way because every hard work 
has its prize and every mistake has its own con- 
sequence. I know somehow, someday I can be 
first honor. Please pray for me.” 

1 wrote back: “By being honest, you аге al- 
ready first honor in God's eyes. Be assured that 
God knows how to count, and He knows who is 
naughty or nice, Continue to be good even if 
others are not! 

Please pray for our SVD Capitulars from 
all over the world, who are gathering in 
Rome this June for the 16th SVD General 
Chapter to seek, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit, new ways and means to spread the 
Trinitarian vision, mission and love world- 
wide. 

Now available at all Catholic bookstores and 
National Bookstore outlets is the book "God's 
Love" as experienced by Filipino priests, Pub- 
lished by Logos Publications, the publishing 
arm of the Society of the Divine Word (SVD), 
this 100-page book is a moving account of how 
God manifested His love in the lives of Fr. 
James Reuter, SJ, Fr. Ruben Tanseco, SJ and 
yours truly. For more details please call 711- 
1323 or 732-2736. 

Amoment with the Lord: 

Lord, thank you for counting us in in your 
life, Help us to live lives that count, Amen. 
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THERE 1S SOMETHING MYSTICAL ABOUT 
birth dates in our family. My late father, Modesto 
Farolan, was born on June 12, Philippine Inde- 
pendence Day. I was born on Aug. 31, Malaysia's 
National Day. My oldest son, Miguel, a resident of 
‘Woodridge, Ilinois, was born on Feb. 25, the day 
the nation Sets aside to commemorate the Edsa 
Revolution. My only daughter, Carmela, who now 
lives in Evanston, Illinois, was born on Aug. 17, 
Indonesia's Merdeka Day. It appears that for three 
generations, at least one member of the family 
has been identified with the birth or rebirth of 
freedom in one of three Asean countries. 

Та the early days, the fight for freedom and in- 
dependence was basically a struggle against colo- 
nial powers. We fought against the Spaniards and 
later the Americans; the Indonesians against the 
Dutch, and the Malays against the British. Ina way, 
it was all so simple, One merely had to go by the 
color of the skin. The February event was more 
complicated and in some ways more difficult and 
bitter because it pitted Filipino against Filipino, at 
times relatives against relatives—and like any civil 
conflict, the wounds it inflicted are taking much 
longerto heal. 

‘Tomorrow, the nation marks the 108th Anniver- 
sary of its proclamation as the First Republic in 
Asia. Although short-lived, it would be the spear- 
head of similar nationalist uprisings in the region, 
following the end of World War I. 

My late father was born at the turn of the centu- 
ту two years after the proclamation of Philippine 
Independence by General Emilio Aguinaldo. He 
was one of the first graduates of UP High, and this 
was his only formal education. Shortly after, he de- 
cided to work Full time with the old Manila Daily 
Bulletin as а cub reporter. It is difficult to under- 
stand how he got through the newspaper business 
оп а high school diploma. But from being a lowly 
cub reporter, he rose to become editor and publish- 
er of the Philippines Herald, a Madrigal family 
newspaper. One can only ascribe such success to 
hard work, discipline, perseverance and self-study. 


From 


1WOULD ADVISE YOU TO PARK YOUR LOGICAL 
faculties at the lobby before you watch “The Lake 
House.” Only this way can you fully enjoy the 
film, jumping willy-nilly into its incredible 
premise—that two people, separated by time, 
сап write to each other and fall in love through 
the powers of a magical mailbox. a 

It may sound unbelievable, even a bit ridiculous, 
when the movie's story is summed up so baldly But 
trust me. There's more to "The Lake House" than 
just “magical realism,” as its publicity material 
trumpets. 

There is, for one, Keanu Reeves, who is a bit 
fleshier here than in “The Matrix" movies or even. 
in "Somethings Gotta Give,” where he played the 
youthful doctor-lover of Diane Keaton and who 
loses her to Jack Nicholson, would you believe? 
This is the movie where, in my own estimation, he 
had reached the peak of his “ka-guwapuhan.” But 
Pil still take him as he is in "The Lake House.” 

At the film's climactic last scene, when we sense 
a dlinch coming, we all hold our breaths until we 
hear in the darkness a woman letting out a shriek, 
“Aayyeeil” Her voice echoes, and we all break out 
laughing, the tension relieved. 

laying opposite the hunky Keanu is Sandra Bul- 
lock, who is reunited with Reeves after they first 
starred ina “Speed” movie 12 years ago. Bullock here 
plays Kate, a doctor who finds herself ata crossroads 
in life and career, moving back to the city after a brief 
stay in a glass house that stands above a lake, in a 
lovely setting of trees, water and open sky Before she 
leaves, Kate leaves a note to the next tenant, asking 
him to forward her mail to her new address. Reeves 
character, Alex, finds the note in the mailbox and is 
puzzled by it. As far as he knows, he is the house's 
first tenant after more than a decade, and he has yet 
to make its rundown structure livable. Besides, when 
he checks out Kate's new address, he finds its а con- 
dominium complex still under construction. Most 
puzzling of all is that Kate dates her leer 2006, 
while Alex is reading it two years earlier, in 2004. 
THIS two-year gap makes for much of the plot's 
complications, and the moviemakers make the 


What 


IF A SURVEY WERE TO BE RUN ON HOW MANY 
Filipinos know the country’s national artists and 
their works, the results would be very revealing. 
‘They would show that the artists the State cele- 
brates are not necessarily the people's own choic- 
es, Indeed, rare would be the national artist who, 
by his or her work, articulates the nation's experi- 
ence and self-understanding and, at the same 
time, touches the lives of ordinary people. 

‘The reasons for this may be traced to the lack 
of fit between the nation conjured by the State 
and the collective identity of the people it hoped 
to represent. The wider the gap between the two, 
the larger would be the discrepancy between the 
nation's symbols and the people's heroes. Every 
sovereign state seeks to narrow this gap—in 
many instances, without much success, 

It is interesting to analyze the citations for this 
years national artists. My fellow Inqurum columnist, 
‘Ambeth Ocampo, the chair of the National Commis- 
sion for Culture and the Arts has printed the one for. 
Benedicto R. Cabrera (Bencab), the awardee for Vi- 
sual Arts. Bencab is cited for “delineating a portrait 
of his people and conceiving metaphors of their 
complex national history" In particular, his 
“Larawan! paintings connect his art to the collective 
consciousness of his compatriots and converse with 
his other concerns like the depiction of migrants in 
Europe and America, heroes of struggles, and every- 
day Filipinos caught up in the cycles and revolutions 
in culture." Finally, "his vision is resonant because it 
continually responds to the exigencies of art and so- 
ciety and the aspirations of Filipinos.” What is clear- 
Jy highlighted here is not just the artistry of Bencab, 
but above ай his nationalism. 

Yet not one line in this eloquent citation refers 
to how ordinary Filipinos have been affected by 
Bencab's work. He interprets their lives, but has 
he touched them? He found meaning in their 
lives, but has he made their lives more meaning- 
ful? One can only assume that outside the small 
community of artists, students, collectors and 
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In the words of his good friend, the late Benjamin 
Salvosa, president of the Baguio Colleges Founda- 
tion, he was “the acme of the informal process of 
self-education and self-discipline.” 

Tewas at the Herald premises in Intramuros that as 
a young boy, first met many of his fellow journalists, 
like Doroy Valencia, Teddy Benigno, Henry Quema, 
Chitang Guerrero, Lulu Pefia and Joe Lansang, to 
name a few. And I almost forgot, Mary Joaquin, who 
was to become my mother in-law a few years later 

Tremember how I almost fouled up the inaugu- 
ral issue of the post-war Herald. A congratulatory 
message from General Carlos P Romulo, then am- 
bassador to the United States and my dad's prede- 
cessor as editor and publisher of the paper, was ea- 
gerly awaited for the front page of the maiden is- 
sue. Everything else was in place and the presses 
were ready to roll. No message. After many follow- 
ups with Washington, the local cable company 
showed my dad a receipt acknowledging delivery 
of the telegram with my name as recipient. I had 
signed for it and set the cable aside somewhere in 
the house and went off to play basketball with the 
neighbors, not realizing that the whole organiza- 
tion was waiting for this particular telegram. OF 
course, ай hell broke loose when he finally located 
me--and Romulo's message. 

President Ramon Magsaysay appointed him the 
nation’s first head of the commission for tourism, 
forerunner of today's Department of Tourism. His 
work in this field would earn him the title of "Fa- 
ther of Philippine Tourism” and he would be hon- 
огей posthumously with the Kalakbay Lifetime 
Achievement Award for "developing and promot- 


ing Philippine tourism as a means of bringing in 
foreign exchange so essential to the economic sta- 
bility and prosperity of the country” 

А few years ater, President Diosdado Macapagal 
moved him to the foreign service as ambassador to 
South Vietnam and Cambodia and later to Switzer- 
land. His last assignment was ambassador to In- 
donesia under President Ferdinand Marcos, а post 
which, if I might mention, 1 later occupied under 
President Corazon Aquino. When I reported to 
Jakarta in 1986, some of his old friends confided to 
me that they thought Modesto Farolan was starting, 
a second tour of duty in Indonesia. Incidentally, one 
ofthe great things about our Indonesian brothers is 
their strong sense of nationalism as reflected in the 
pride and reverence they hold for their national col- 
ors. For days prior to marking their Independence 
Day on August 17, the simple red and white flag of 
Indonesia is prominently displayed in the front of 
most homes in all parts of the land. This could only 
indicate a commanding love of country which has. 
kept a nation of some 13,000 islands united in the 
face of conflicts and natural disasters. How many 
homes їп our respective communities display the 
Philippine flag as we approach June 12? 

When I spoke before the graduating class of the. 
Philippine Military Academy last February, on the 
occasion of the awarding of their rank insignias by 
the family of the late General Vicente Lim, I related 
to the cadets what my father once told me. He had 
served under six Philippine presidents from Roxas 
to Marcos and he reminded me that “as a public of- 
ficial, you do not serve any individual. You serve 
your country and your people.” 

Our congratulations to Ma. Cristina Barin-Paz 
‘who was recently elected president of the Veteri- 
nary Practitioners Association of the Philippines, 
the oldest and largest private veterinary associa- 
tion in the country. Teng, as she is called in the 
family, belongs to the prominent Barin clan of 
Guagua, Pampanga. She is married to Dr. Gabriel 
Paz, also a veterinarian. 


‘Tl Mare’ to ‘Lake House’ 
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most of the discrepancy, mining the glitch in the 
time-space continuum for all its fantastic and 
romantic possibilities. 

‘There is, for instance, a “date” that the cou- 
ple goon, two years apart, as Alex "guides" Kate 
through a tour of Chicago's architectural won- 
ders. Kate, for her part, tells Alex he may get a 
glimpse of her on a certain date in a train sta- 
tion, asking him to do her the favor of picking 
up a valuable item that she had left behind. 

Is it possible for two bright, successful and 
mature individuals to fall in love in this man- 
ner—across the abyss of time and logic? 

Kate and Alex grapple with issues other than 
an “impossible” love. Alex must deal with his 
feelings for his father, a renowned architect 
whose emotional distance and lack of empathy 
repel his two sons. Kate has a fiancé, but finds 
herself unhappy and unsatisfied, emotionally 
distanced and distracted. 

Finally Kate and Alex agree to meet each oth- 

ег for dinner at an upscale restaurant the next. 
day for Kate, but two years hence for Alex. 
When Alex stands her up, Kate decides to give 
upon this preposterous romance, asking him to 
let her let him go. What happened to Alex? And 
is their love, born on notes left inside a won- 
drous mailbox, all that impossible? 
“THE LAKE House” is an adaptation of the South 
Korean movie "II Mare,” which was exhibited at 
the Pusan International Film Festival in 2000 and 
was immediately snapped up for adaptation by 
"The Lake House" producers. 

Directed by first-time director Lee Hyeon-seung, 


and written by Kim Eun-jeong, "Il Mare” sets a sim- 
ilar plot trajectory as “The Lake House,” but with 
‘one crucial difference. Eun-joo, the female lead, is 
played by Jeon Ji-hyeon, who would later shoot to 
fame in “My Sassy Gir.” In "Il Mare,” which is the 
name given to the glass house, she plays a voice ac- 
tor pining for a lost love, a fellow actor who breaks 
up with her when he leaves for studies abroad. Per- 
haps, the producers thought Bullock was too old to 
play a love-struck young woman, but her character 
loses much of her appeal and allure as a result. 

If you ask me, I found "Il Mare" much more at- 

mospheric than “The Lake House," with mood mu- 
sic perfectly complementing the utterly lovely cin- 
'ematography. An on-line critic, complaining that 
“Il Mare" is “about nothing at all,” concedes that it 
is nonetheless "the most beautiful movie I have ev- 
er watched." 
HELPING set one in the proper mood for a story 
that defies reason is the script of "Il Mare,” 
which, in the tradition of most serious "art" 
films in Korea, is spare and filled with gaps and 
silences. In fact, I found “The Lake House” 
much too “talk-y,” too many coincidences, and 
events explained, instead of just happening, to 
be interpreted as the viewer wishes. 

“The Lake House” script was written by 
award-winning playwright ("Proof") David 
Auburn, though I couldn't help wondering if he 
wasn't compelled somehow to make the story 
more accessible to audiences who prefer their 
movies lite. 

Director Alejandro Agresti tries his darndest. 
to create mood and atmosphere, but the effort 
falls flat. Publicity materials insist that the story 
transcended culture and setting, but why does 
the “Hollywoodized” version of “il Mare” exhib- 
it so little of its sensitivity and sensibility? Per- 
haps such a story makes little sense in a culture 
of sexual openness and fleeting commitments. 

Still, barring a commercial run of “II Mare" 
here, which I doubt, I would urge all romantics 
to spare some time for "The Lake House.” 1, for 
one, have decided a second viewing. 
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writers in this country, only a few have had any 
acquaintance with his paintings. This is not to 
take away anything from this fine Filipino artists 
greatness as a painter; for 1 believe he fully de- 
serves the award. It is only to emphasize the split 
between official values and popular values. 

On the other hand, I am curious to know how 
the citation for Fernando Poe Jr. reads. For lack of 
space, Ambeth Ocampo did not include it in his 
column. For lack of someone from the Poe family 
to receive it, Malacafiang chose not to read it in 
the presentation ceremonies. A pity, because FPJ 
is both a national artist and a people's artist. He 
did not become great because the movie critics or 
the culturati liked his films. He became great be- 
cause ordinary Filipinos went to his movies and 
were changed by them. 

The gap between the Srate and the people in for- 
тет colonies like the Philippines is what national- 
{st ideology tries to cure. The leaders of the nation 
had presumed that the anti-colonial war would au- 
tomatically galvanize the various communities and 
classes into one nation. But, in fact, the emergence 
ofa viable collective national identity—a “political 
ethnicity” to borrow from the anthropologist Clif- 
ford Geerrz—was far from smooth. 

‘Says Geertz: “Indeed the very success of the in- 
dependence movements in rousing the enthusi- 
asm of the masses and directing it against foreign 
domination tended to obscure the frailty and nar- 
rowness of the cultural foundations upon which 
those movements rested, because it led to the no- 
tion that anti-colonialism and collective redefini- 


tion are the same thing.” As we have seen in our 
history, they are not. The acquisition of 
sovereignty does not create the nation. The lead- 
ers of newly independent East Timor are now 
rudely wakened to this ruth. 

We ourselves arrogantly presumed the integra- 
tion of the Bangsa Moro into the Filipino nation. 
In our quest for self-governance over these is- 
lands, we glossed over the political and cultural 
differences that set the Moros apart from the rest 
ofthe population. We short-circuited the tortuous 
process of creating the collective subject, “from 
Whose will the activities of government seem 
spontaneously to flow,” by co-opting Moro lead: 
‘ers and turning them into Filipino politicians. We 
flooded their lands with our sertlers, and wove 
their artistic traditions into the tapestry of the na- 
tion's imagined heritage. And now we have 
named the Muslim sculptor Abdulmari Imao as 
national artist, 1 hope Malacahang did so in fair 
recognition of the man's artistic achievement, 
and not as a political concession to his ethnicity. 

The elite hijacked Filipino nationalism and 
stripped it of its social content. They became so 
obsessed with quickly taking over the reins of 
government that they did not see much value in 
creating a strong national identity among the 
people. They rushed headlong into the project of 
modernity, even as they paid lip service to a na- 
tional culture, and promoted rapid Westerniza- 
tion in the end. 

Today, 108 years after we first declared our- 
selves a nation, who we are that did this remains 
hazy. We have purchased modernity at great costs 
to our collective identity. Yer, just about the mark 
of modernity we possess is the English language, 
or what passes for it. Any given language, writes 
Geertz, is either “a borrowing or a heritage; а 
passport or a citadel.” The mass migration of our 
people shows what English has been for us—a 
passport. 
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SO THERES THIS NEWSPAPER REPORTER, AN EASYGOING 
sort of chap who walks into the office every morning, wearing 
black-framed glasses. Sometimes, in the middle of the day, he 
dashes out through the back door, spins around inside a phone 
booth for a couple of seconds, then flies out wearing a red 
cape, faster than a speeding bullet—not a bird, not a plane, * 
but the great hunky superhero with a big 5 right in the middle 
of his chest. And then, after rescuing the damsel in distress 
(more often than not 

his co-reporter Lois 
Lane who snatches 
Kisses from our boy 
in blue), he strides 
into the newsroom, 
glasses in place, hair 
а litle windblown, Patricia А 
andi assaulted ih apn gelisla К. 


es). Pm willing to believe that the disguise works, and that 
the team of seasoned reporters at the Daily Planet isn't 
made up of a bunch of gullible morons. In fact, I don't com- 
plain (and neither does the rest of the world) that the guy. 
flies through the air, deflects bullets, blatantly violates ev- 
ery law of physics, and probably has the most clichéd su- 
perhero name ever invented. 

When Angel Locsin—who spends half an episode in 
bland, boring girl-wear—transforms into the Darna of gold 
bikini and red helmet, with the same face, same voice and 
same, albeit curled, hair, Iwill buy the idea that she's sud- 
denly somehow unrecognizable. In "Megamol," Megastar 
Sharon Cuneta's character adopts an alternate personality 
so she can sing in public—her grand disguise: a mole. And 
the movie was a hit. 

This “willing suspension of disbelief" meaning a sort of 
poetic faith—is a phrase coined by 19th-century romanti- 
cist Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Of course, I don't like that the 
Superman disguise is thin, the same way l'm annoyed at the 
fact that it's humanly possible for Brad Pitt to live through a 
bombing, a car crash, a Uzi aimed at his chest, an elevator 
plummeting 30 floors, various shootouts in deserts, man- 
sions and department stores in one two-hour movie; after 
which, he still manages to look like the hottest male this 
side of the galaxy. A little more and I would have been 
rolling my eyes. Or, in the words of Douglas Adams, author 
of the Hitchhiker series, "demand rigidly defined areas of 
doubt and certainty!” 

Tused to be a debater, and went through rigorous train- 
ing that involved bluffing my way through matches that 
questioned a variety of ideas—from the existence of 
weapons of mass destruction in North Korea, to the value of 
the male species, to the earth-shattering dispute between 
the idea that a Happy Meal leads to happiness versus the 
concept that happiness is a fundamental requirement for 
the consumption of a Happy Meal. Rene Descartes said that 
the proper way to go about life is always to question, ques- 
tion and question everything from Cassandra Ponti's nose 
to the kitchen sink. He argued that any,idea that сар be, 
doubted should be doubted, 

But I'm a writer and a romantic as well—the kind who 
sighs sappily over moonlit nights and cries over every view- 
ing of “A Walk to Remember.” I heard Dr. Edith Tiempo lec- 
ture once on the superiority of the artist: “Artists have al- 
ways beaten scientists to the punch in getting to the truth.” 
Oras one of my favorite writers put it beautifully, “None of 
the truest things in life—like love or faith—was arrived at 
by thinking. Indeed, one could almost define the things 
that mattered as the ones that come as suddenly as thun- 
dex” 

Even on the superficial level of believing, there's Bonny 
‘Tyler's “I need a hero.” My personal template for my dream 
guy; the “street-wise Hercules to fight the rising odds,” the 
"white knight upon a fiery steed,” who has "got to be 
strong, and he's got to be fast and he's got to be fresh from 
the fight.” There are few things I believe in as firmly as this: 
that James Dean, the quintessential bad boy of the 1950s, 
was destined for me; alas, he was born too early. My friend 
Jae insists that there must be something fundamentally 
wrong with women who fall for bad boys. I argue that 
James Dean was different—he could change with a wom- 
an's touch. 

There's a danger to illusions and disillusionment can 
come with the impact of a 10-wheeler truck with faulty 
brakes running at two hundred kilometers per hour. I have 
recently been informed that James Dean, my James 
Dean—of the white T-shirt with the rolled-up sleeves and 
star of "Rebel Without a Cause"—was gay. In the back of my 
head, 1 heard glass breaking and the screaming of a thou- 
sand anguished souls. 

The English language in itself has dozens of clichés on 
believing in an impossible dream: we “tile at windmills,” 
and “wish upon а star,” "shoot for the moon,” and "dare to 
dream.” There are a thousand songs dedicated to overcom- 
ing incredible odds. Every fairy tale's theme song (and it 
сап be argued that fairy tales are rehearsals for the rude- ` 
ness of life) is about how “I can go the distance” and that “A 
dream is а wish your heart makes.” 

I sat in once on a Sociology lecture, and finally found an 
answer I liked as to why believing is necessary to survival. 
By projecting a belief in an illusion, or a self-image, a per- 
ception of the “best self” that one can be, a person can ne- 
gotiate her reality. Of this, there's no better example than 
the one in cyberspace, where this recreation of identity oc- 
curs minute by minute—the anonymity gives a person the 
perfect opportunity to become whoever he wants to be. A 
blog, an e-mail address, a website—these are all гесге- 
ations of a chosen, not imposed identity. And this is what 1 
like best: We don't need to find a purpose—we create it. 
And then we fight for it. 

Mark Twain once wrote: “Don’t part with your illusions. 
When they are gone, you may still exist, but you have 
ceased to live.” 

There are a few definite truths in my world, truths that 
have come as “suddenly as thunder.” I believe in Superman. 
I believe that being happy means that you want to be 
nowhere else than exactly where you are, i believe that this 
country is going somewhere, and that one day, I'm going to 
reach my unreachable star. 

Most of all, I believe that James Dean was reincarnated 
as a straight man, and that he's now lurking inside some 
bad boy with a leather jacket, waiting for this woman's 
touch. 
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Private schools losing students 


HE NUMBERS TELL THE STORY. SINCE THE 1980s, STUDENTS HAVE BEEN 
Ab transferring to public schools in droves, leaving private schools with a declin- 
ing share of the total enrollment. 
А generation or so ago, private schools in the country accounted for 90 percent of col- 
lege students, 60 percent of high school students and 20 percent of elementary stu- 
dents, according to the Catholic Educational Association of the Philippines. 
Today, less than 70 percent of college students, 20 percent of high school 
students and less than 10 percent of elementary students are enrolled in 


Private schools need subsidy 


By Mariano U. Piamonte Jr. 


RY FEW PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN 

the Philippines existed before 

World War IL They were mostly 
Catholic while the rest were Protestant or 
family-owned. 

‘The SVD Fathers claim that the first 
Catholic school was established in 1595 in 

Cebu. И wes # grammar school named 
Colegio de San Ildefonso, which eventually 
became University of San Carlos. 

After World War li, more and more 
private schools were established. Their 
share of the total enrollment in the coun- 

Ztry gradually rose and peaked in the 
1970s and 1980s, when about 90 per- 
“cent of college students, 60 percent of 
high school students and 20 percent of 
elementary pupils were enrolled in pri- 
„vate schools. 
Later, their enrollment share gradually 
“declined so that today only about 70 per- 
‘cent of the college students, 20 percent of 
the high school students and less than 10 
percent of the elementary pupils are en- 
rolled in private schools. 


Free high school 

Some factors contributing to the decline. 
; are the following: 

'e Establishment of more public ele- 
mentary and secondary schools in compli- 
ance with the constitutional mandate of 
7 providing free elementary and secondary 

education. Public schools charge minimal 
fees such as those for PTA, Red Cross, anti- 
TB, or Scouting. 

'e Establishment of more state col- 

| leges and universities, and lately of local 
government colleges and universities, 

all of which are largely subsidized by the 

~ government. They charge minimal tu- 

7 ition and other fees to supplement their 
subsidy. 

The local government colleges and 
universities are multiplying faster than 

iethe state colleges and universities be- 
cause the former are created by mere lo- 
cal council resolution, while the latter by 
tedious legislation approved by both 
houses of Congress. 

© Increasing tuition and other fees of 
private schools, which make them less af- 

-fordable to poor students who have no 
other choice but to move to government 
schools. 

Private schools have no choice, either, 
but to increase their fees because they do 
mot have other major sources of income. 
They are not subsidized by the government. 
unlike in some countries such as Australia 
and New Zealand. 

At present, the government is imple- 

‘menting the Educational Service Contract- 


private schools. 


How did this happen? 
Economics is the main driving force behind the massive “migration” of students 
from private to public schools. 
Private education now costs an arm and a leg. Tuition at the Ateneo de Manila Uni- 
versity for an academic year was P62,940 as of May. It was P99,866 at the University 


of Asia and the Pacific, and P91,260 to P110,916 at De La Salle University. 


By contrast, the Polytechnic University of the Philippines, a government 
school, charges only P576 (Р12 а unit), according to data gathered by 


PDI Research. 


No wonder, a growing number of middle-class families 
whose incomes cannot keep up with the rising cost of liv- 


ing (ESC), under the Republic Act No. 8545 
known as "The Expanded Government As- 
sistance to Students and Teachers in Pri- 
vate Education." 

Under the ESC, which started as one of 
the flagship programs in education of the 
Aquino administration, high school stu- 
dents, who cannot be absorbed in the 
public schools, are enrolled in private 
schools, and their tuition and other fees 
are partially subsidized. 

"There are around $00,000 ESC student 
grantees enrolled in more than 1,500 pri- 
vate schools nationwide. 

Starting this school year, the Depart- 
ment of Education will implement the Edu- 
cation Voucher System (EVS) as directed by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Under the EVS, the selected poor pub- 
lic elementary graduates will each be 
given a voucher, which the grantee can 
use to partially pay the tuition and other 
fees of the private school where he or she 
wants to enroll. Around 100,000 EVS 
grantees will be benefited. (See boxed 
story.) 

Both the ESC and EVS are helping to 
prop up or arrest the declining enroll- 
ment in many participating private high 
schools, which are mostly small dioce- 
san, parochial or mission schools in the 
rural areas. 


Survival 

In recognition of their complementary 
role with public schools in the education 
of the youth, the government must sup- 
port the private schools and ensure their 
survival because they generally provide 
better quality of education. 

Such support maybe in the form of 
subsidy for school operations or teacher 
salaries, soft or interest-free loans for 
school infrastructure and equipment, or 
more scholarships for students who 
wish to enroll in private schools at all 
levels. 

Providing scholarships in private 
schools is a cheaper way for govern- 
ment to fulfill its constitutional man- 
date of making education accessible to 
all than constructing more public 
school buildings and classrooms and 
hiring more teachers to accommodate 
increasing enrollment. It will also help. 
decongest public schools and reduce 
classroom shortages. 

Itis projected that by school year 2007- 
2008, public school enrollment will in- 
crease by 2.5 million students. 


(Piamonte is the executive director of the 
Catholic Educational Association of the 
Philippines, a group with 1,220 member 
schools nationwide.) 


Enrollment in public 
and private schools 
(SY 1979 to 2004) 


[Preschool 


Elementary 


‘Secondary; ‘Tertiary 


Ee Publle_ 4% Private % Public 3e Private. %e Publle % Private % Public Ye Private 


> 1979-1980 3041 6959 9502 


498 5385 4615 m па 


1984-1985 4174 5826 9404 


596 5890 4110 ma na 


1989-1990 — 4721 5279 9338 


882 6353 3647 па та 


1994-1995 — 5269 4731 9246 


754 6838 3162 2135 7295 


1999-2000 — 5148 4852 9275 


725 7553 2447 3024 6813 


[r7 


2004-2005 "y 9288 


712 7991 2009 3410 65% 
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JLUSTIATIONBISTEPM BRAVO 


By Alcuin Papa 


IKE TRYING TO HIT TWO BIRDS 

with one stone, the Department 

of Education (DepEd) is striving 
io ease the load of the public education 
system and help private schools 
through the Government Assistance for 
Students and Teachers in Private Edu- 
cation (Gastpe). 

Under the program, DepEd pays pri- 
vate schools a subsidy to accommo- 
date public school students entering 
high school. 

itis meant to decongest public schools, 
already suffering from lack of space, 
teachers and facilities, and close the re- 
source gaps to improve the quality of 
public education. At the same time, it will 
ensure the survival of private schools 
whose enroliments have declined in the 
past few years. 

The program which is being adminis- 
tered by the Fund for Assistance to Pri- 
vate Education (Fape), pays private 
schools a yearly subsidy of P4,000 per 
student from public schools. Tuition Fee 
Supplement (TES) in the amount of P500 
isalso given to some students. 

The program started in 1996 with an 
initial coverage of 210,630 students. At 
that time, TS was also given to 334,397 
students. 

As of May 2006, a total of 2,665,079 stu- 
dents had already benefited from the pro- 


gram with over P6 9 billion disbursed. 

For 2006, there will be a projected 
388,157 beneficiaries and an allocation 
of 1. billion 

Last year, Gastpe benefited over 
382,000 students from low-income fami- 
lies who studied in over 1,700 private 
high schools nationwide. 


Less expensive 

The program is considered a less ex- 
pensive alternative to building more 
Classrooms and hiring more teachers. 
Sending a class of 50 students to private 
schools under Gastpe would cost around 
P200,000. But it would cost DepEd 
P625,000 to build a new classroom, hire 
a new teacher, procure more furniture 
and books for the same number of stu- 
dents. 

Education officials have said that the 
number of grantees will be increased by 
50,000 per year until the number of ben- 
eficiaries reaches around 775,000, 
"which is enough to arrest the rapid in- 
crease in the number of students in pub- 
lic high schools. 

This school year, Gastpe will be re- 
placed by the Education Voucher Sys- 
tem (EVS) while the TFS will be dis- 
continued. 

Similar to Gastpe, the EVS will enable 
government to extend assistance to pub- 
Tic elementary school graduates, includ- 
ing out-of-school youth and qualifiers un- 


Education voucher system 


der the Philippine Educational Placement 
"Test and the Alternative Learning Sys- 
tem's Accreditation and Equivalency pro- 
grams who want to pursue their sec- 
ondary education in private schools of 
their choice 

initially, 100,000 voucher grants 
worth P4,000 per voucher were awarded 
to public elementary schools, which will 
then choose deserving students who will 
enroll in private schools. 

Gastpe will contribute P400 million to 
the EVS. 


Below poverty line 

‘The beneficiary must belong to the 
upper 50 percent of the graduating class 
in a public elementary school. He or she 
must meet the requirements of the pri- 
vate high school. Annual family income 
must be below the poverty line and the 
beneficiary must be willing to shoulder 
expenses beyond what the P4,000 sub- 
Sidy can cover unless the private school 
writes off the difference. 

"The vouchers are nontransferable and 
awarded to the name on the voucher, but 
are paid to the private school 

A private school qualifies for the pro- 
gram when it is officially recognized by 
Берра. it must also allow Pape to monitor 
and visit the school 


(Papa is an Inquiner reporter covering the 
education beat.) 


Country spending less on 


By Ricky Carandang 


RESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO'S 
rebuke of acting education secretary 
Fe Hidalgo has had one benefit for the 
public: it has renewed attention on the crisis 
in our education system. 

Depending on who you talk to, the back- 
log in classrooms could be as low as 3,000 
and as high as 60,000. But there are other 
numbers that better illustrate the state of 
education in the country. 

A few years ago, when I was writing an 
article about the siowly vanishing middle 
class, the Department of Education provid- 
ed me with figures that showed that in the 
1970s, about 70 percent of high school stu- 
dents were enrolled in private schools, 
while 30 percent were in public schools. 

By this decade, those figures were reversed. 
Massive migration 

The gradually diminishing purchasing 
power of the average Filipino has led to a 
Slow but massive migration from public 
schools to public schools. At the same time, 
despite a constitutional provision requiring 
that the biggest budget allocation be given 
to education, public spending for educa- 
tion has declined in real terms. 

For example, the original 2006 budget 
proposed by Malacahang provided for a 5- 
percent increase in the budget of DepEd. If 
you factor in inflation, which is hovering at 
about 7 percent, in real inflation adjusted 
terms, the department's budget is actually 
lower by 2 percent. 

‘While that may not be much, imagine 
that happening year after year for over 
nearly three decades and you have some 
idea how public spending for education has 
gradually diminished over the decades. It's 
true that over and beyond the DepEd's bud- 
get, public money flows into education. 

A small portion of our lawmakers’ pork 
barrel, thankfully, finds its way into the 
construction of school buildings and the 


purchase of textbooks. But factor in the 
migration from private to public schools 
and you see how dramatically real spend- 
ing per student in the public school system 
has suffered. 

The bottom line is that we're just not 
spending enough on education. And it shows. 
К shows in the fact that we Filipinos spend 
fewer years in school than many of our Asian 
neighbors. It shows in our increased difficulty 
with core subjects like English, Science, and 
Math. The education departments own sur- 
vey of high school students shows that most of 
them lack the proficiency expected of stu- 
dents in secondary school. If you belong to the 
call center industry you are aware of how 
shallow the pool of proficient English speak- 
ers is. Call centers have had to resort to teach- 
ing employees English. 

‘So what does this mean beyond the fact 
that call centers will not be able to grow as 
fast as they want because of the lack of em- 
ployable workers? 

it means that an increasing number of 
people are not being equipped with the 
skills necessary to earn decent-paying jobs. 
It means that only a very narrow segment 
of the population is feeling the benefits of 
the 5-percent average economic growth. 


Spending less 

With the population growing at 24 per- 
cent every year and the country spending 
fess and fest on education, we are numing 
Gut milions of people every year who are 
doomed to live a life of poverty in a vicious 
{jee that is amplified by lower tax collec 
tions, a faltering national health care system, 
and misguided government policies that per- 
petuate the vicious cycle of inequality 

What can realistically be done to break 
thisvicious cycle? 

We ean str with the obvious: by dramat- 
ically increasing spending on edueation. 

"The World Bank believes that strategie pol- 
icy interventions by the government could 
break the cycle of poverty and inequality over 
time. These interventions would be in the ar- 


education 


eas of asset reform, increasing access to сар, 
tal, and a sustained program of increased 
spending оп social services like education 
and health care. 


Middle class 

1 can imagine the collective groan of th 
middle class as it anticipates the gover: 
ment dreaming up new ways to tax its al 
ready meager income. But we don’t nev! 
mew taxes to raise more money. We jos! 
need to improve tax collection. Yes, thi! 
has become a cliché that rarely goes b 
yond generalities, so let me propose som 
thing concrete. In 2005, the governme 
collected some P20 billion in excise tax 
on cigarettes. 

"This year the Bureau of Internal Rc 
епше target is about P28 billion. But ith 
been estimated that if it weren't because 1 
massive tax evasion by the entire indust! 
the BIR could have collected at least P401 
lion last year. Some estimates place the с 
lectible amount at as much as P100 billion 

But assuming the lower estimate, the & 
еттеп could, theoretically, collect an d. 
tional P20 bilin in tobacco excise taxes. J 
imagine what an additional P20 billion cor 
do if it were spent on education. It cov 
eliminate the backlog in classrooms. 

1s this possible? Yes. The technology + > 
ists to allow closer monitoring of the pi 
duction and sale of cigarettes, 

‘Another way is to widen the base of t+. 
payers. In this country of 85 million, th 
зге less than 3 million people paying : 
come tax regularly. Yet the Social Sect "s 
System has about 20 million members \ 
comparison of the SSS membership wuh 
the BIR list of taxpayers could probably ai! 
another 2 to 3 million people to the BIR 1.1 
‘This can be done immediately 

So why arem these things being donc. 


(Carandang is the author of “Shrinking М. 
dle Class,” an article that appeared in Ne. 
break magazine on April 12, 2004. He is 

anchor-reporter of ABS-CBN.) 
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Kin of slain activists seek justice 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—SINCE ASSASSINS 
killed her husband, Armando, in October last year, 
Jocelyn Javier has mostly mourned by herself. 


Оп Saturday, the 35-year-old 
widow left her village of Sta. 
Clara in Cuyapo, Nueva Ecija, to 
join the relatives of 73 other po- 
litical activists killed in Central 
Luzon from 2005 to May this year 
and 39 more who were abducted 
and feared dead. 


At the Quezon City Memorial 
Circle where they gathered and 
saw each other for the first time, 
the group launched the Mothers 
and Relatives Against Tyranny 
(Martyr). Javier was chosen as 
the group's leader. 

“A lot of us are grieving over the 


loss of our loved ones. But we can- 
not be grieving in solitude forever IF 
‘we won't work together, the govem- 
ment will not give us attention or 
get the justice we want,” Javier told 
the Numen in a phone interview. 

She said some 300 of them 
marched on Elliptical Road, carry- 
ing 84 cardboard coffins for the 74 
victims and 10 Hacienda Luisita 
workers and supporters who died 
during the labor and agrarian 
strike at the estate from Novem- 
ber 2004 to November 2005. 

Others held large photographs 
of the missing. 


Javier said she could not help 
but ery amid the courage she has 
been summoning to seek justice 
for Armando. 

‘The couple was watching tele- 
vision at around 8:30 p.m. on Oct. 
2 last year when two gunmen 
wearing ski masks barged into 
their house and shot Armando. 

“Nine bullets pierced my hus- 
band’s body. They didn't have 
hearts; Javier said. "My husband's 
only fault, if the government 
would сай it that, was that he was 
the town coordinator of the [party- 
list group] Anakpawis,” 


Javier has been raising her 6- 
year-old daughter by herself 
since her husband was killed. 

“President Macapagal-Arroyo 
is a mother herself. 1 hope she 
could understand our grief. I 
hope she uses her power to end 
the killings and bring the killers 
behind bars,” Javier said. 

But as the group protested, an- 
other member of a militant youth 
organization was reported miss- 
ing. 

Melanie Catipon, 21, a mem- 
ber of Anakbayan and a resident 
of Maria Aurora town in Aurora, 


was abducted by unidentified 
men on Friday night, the human 
rights advocate Karapatan said. 
Javier said Martyr would rather 
have an independent commission 
to investigate the killings and hu- 
man rights violations than let the 
Task Force Usig of the Philippine 
National Police do that work. 
Roman Polintan, chair of the 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan in 
Central Luzon, said the task force 
was "just a tool to clear the mili- 
tary and police forces of involve- 
ment in these atrocities and 
thereby misrepresent the truth.” 


GROUNDED MOTORBIKES 


government and the LTO in Davao Ci 


no license or with expired and unregistered ones. 


A deputized Land Transportation Office personnel conducts an inventory of apprehended 

single motorcycles inside the LTO's Motor Vehicle Inspection Section after the local 

intensified its campaign against erring drivers with 
BNG CONZALESPOX MINDANAO BUREAU 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—AS ANTICRIME CRU- 
saders feared of the escalation of vigi- 
lante killings after the abolition of the 
death penalty law, suspected vigi- 
Jantes in Cebu claimed their 163rd 
victim on Wednesday. 

Neil Borinaga, 28, an ex-convict 
from Tejero, Cebu City, was gunned 
down shortly after 12 noon on Thurs- 
day while watching a local board 
game called “dama” along T. Padilla 
Extension, this city. 

Borinaga died of multiple bullet 
wounds in his head after the lone mo- 
torcycle-riding gunman shot him sev- 
eral times at close range. 

“Tejero barangay Councilor Jessielou 
Cadungog said witnesses could not de- 
scribe the gunman because he covered 
his face with a cloth. 

Borinaga's live-in partner, Ivy Agu- 
Jar said, Borinaga was released from 
the Bagong Buhay Rehabilitation Cen- 
ter (BBRO), the city’s jail, in 2001. 

 Agujar said Borinaga had been in- 
volved in petty crimes in the Tejero 
area in the past but Councilor Cadun- 
gog could not say if the victim was 
still engaged in illegal activities at ће 
time of his death. 

Police investigators recovered two 
empty shells of .45 caliber pistol near 
Borinaga's body. 

Last May 30, the 162nd victim, also 
an alleged petty criminal, was also 
gunned down at the city's port area. 

‘The slaying of petty criminals be- 


gan in December 2004 at the height 
of the pre-Christmas shopping season 
when street thievery and snatching 
became rampant. 

The killings followed a similar pat- 
тет: One of two motorcycle-riding 
gunmen, their faces covered with 
cloth, bonnet or helmet, shot their vic- 
tims with a handgun at close range. 

Cebu City Mayor Tomas Osmefia has 
repeatedly denied that the city govern- 
ment and the local police had some- 
thing to do with the killings but he re- 
fused to ask the police to prioritize the. 
resolution of these cases, saying he did 
not want to make it appear that Cebu 
was safe from criminals such as 
holduppers, snatchers and others. 

Озтейа said that if criminals were 
afraid that they could get killed by 
unknown assailants in Cebu City, 
then they must go somewhere else. 


Ambivalent 

1а Pangasinan, Dagupan Archbish- 
ор Oscar Cruz called the national 
leadership as “curiously ambivalent” 
as it pushes for the abolition of the 
death penalty on one hand but is 
silent on the killings of journalists 
and political activists on the other. 

“This is politiczing human lives — 
when you are prodeath and prolife at 
the same time and trying to win over not 
only the opposition but also those look- 
ing for the truth about the leadership's 
legitimacy such as the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of the Philippines,” Cruz 
said in a telephone interview. 

He said the decision of President 


Rise in vigilante killings feared 
after death penalty abolition 


Macagapagal-Arroyo to push the abo- 
lition of the death penalty was “very 
good." However, the administration's 
failure "to move a finger to stop 
killings of [journalists] and other 
groups is a big omission.” 

In Pampanga, Fr. Raul de los San- 
tos of the Diocese of San Fernando's 
media apostolate program said Ms 
Arroyo's decision should not be 
prompted by political reasons. 

“The death penalty never abolished 
crime so it is okay for Ms Arroyo to 
abolish it. I just hope that she did not 
do it for politics, but for [the preserva- 
tion of] Ше, De los Santos said. 

Cielo Macapagal-Salgado, Ms Ar- 
Toyo's sister, welcomed the Presi- 
dent's decision. 

“Pm prolife and thats okay. We have 
to have a change of heart by helping 
people have a relationship with God so 
wewill have peace,” she said. 

Lawyer Dante Шауа, a human 
rights lawyer, said: “The Arroyo ad- 
ministration does not need the death 
penalty. Political dissenters are being 
killed anyway. While making it ap- 
pear that she is prolife, the unabated 
killings will nonetheless persist under 
her repressive regime.” 

In Baguio City, Beverly Longid, 
CHRA vice chair, said many innocent 
people had been convicted of crime as 
a result of alleged sloppy police inves 
tigation and corruption in the judicia- 
ту Reports from Yolanda Sotelo- 
Fuertes and Desiree Caluza, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau, and Tonette 


Program gives scholarship to slain soldiers 


LUCENA CITY—NEAR MIDNIGHT ON 
Nov. 25 last year, Virginia, 37, a mother 
of three youngsters, was informed that 
her husband, Army T/Sgt. Manuel 
Buhawe died in an ambush by New 
People's Army rebels in Mulanay, Que- 
zon. 

“After the initial shock, one of my 
immediate fears was how to continue 
the schooling of my children. My 
salary as a public school teacher 
would not surely cope with the ex- 
penses. It would be really hard for 
me,” she said in her vivid recollection 
ofthat moment. 

‘The two soldiers were going to cut 
bamboos for the construction of a pa- 
trol base in the area when more than 
10 rebels fired at them. 

On June 9, Virginia, her three chil- 
dren Mark, 15; Joy, 14; and Christine, 
12, and three other widows and or- 
phans of fallen soldiers from the 
Southern Luzon Command witnessed 
the signing of a memorandum of 
agreement between the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines Educational Benefit 
System (AFPEBS) and at least six col- 
leges and universities here. 


The battlecry of MOA signatories: 
“Leave no soldiers orphan behind.” 

The MOA, signed in simple rites at 
the Queen Margarete Hotel and 
Restaurant here, aims to provide 
scholarship to qualified dependents 
of government soldiers, particularly 
the orphans of those who were killed 
in action. 

“The scholarship program will be a 
great help for the soldier’s widows 
and orphans,” Virginia said. 

Solcom spokesperson Maj. Jose 
Broso said the MOA was only the first 
of many educational partnerships be 
tween the AFPEBS and several col- 
legesand universities in the Southern 
‘Tagalog and Bicol regions. 

‘The initial participating schools are 
Calayan Educational Foundation Inc., 
Columbus College, Manuel S. Enver- 
ga University Foundation, Maryhill 
College, Sacred Heart College of Lu- 
cena and St. Anne College of Lucena. 

Under the program, the schools 
commit to provide the qualified de- 
pendents of military personnel with 
partial tuition discounts or complete 
scholarship in any baccalaureate de- 


gree, except nursing and post-gradu- 
ate studies. 

The program takes effect this 
school year 2006-2007. 

Solcom chief Lt. Gen. Pedro 
Cabuay Jr. said more than 700 sol- 
diers assigned in different parts of the 
country have died in battles, leaving 
behind thousands of orphans. 

“Though nothing compensates for 
the loss of a loved one's life, indeed 1 
feel grateful to the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines, as it does not falter in 
its commitment to support the depen- 
dents who have been left behind by 
our fallen soldiers,” Cabuay said in 
his speech. 

The AFPEBS was established in 
2000 and has since extended educa- 
tional support to thousands of mili- 
tary dependents across the country. 

The scholarship will be extended 
first to dependents of combat casual- 
ties and non-combat casualties fol- 
lowed by soldiers with disabilities 
sustained in battle, and finally to de- 
pendents of personnel in the active 
service. Delfin T. Mallari Jr., PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 


Free state college opens in Batangas 


BATANGAS CITY—THE COLEGIO NG 
Lungsod ng Batangas (CLB), the first 
free state college in Batangas City, 
was officially opened last Monday at 
the Quezon Memorial Stadium along 
De Las Alas Drive in Barangay 20. 

"The school aims to provide quality 
education to poor but deserving stu- 
dents of the city, and to qualify, the es- 
timated income bracket of family 
should not exceed P100,000 annual- 
ly, according to lawyer Teodulfo De- 
guito, college administrator. 

The programs being offered in- 
dude Bachelor Science in Elementary 
Education, BS Commerce Major in 
Business Management, 2-year Diplo- 
ma for Computer Programming and 


2-year Diploma for Computer Techni- 
cian. 

The initial enrollment this 
semester reached 320, evenly dis- 
tributed to the four courses with 80 
students each, 

These students underwent a s 
of examinations, interviews and i 
vestigations in the admission proce- 
dure, As scholars, they need to main- 
tain a grade point average of at least 
2.75 in all subjects per semester to be 
admitted in succeeding years. 

Mayor Eduardo Dimacuha, three. 
other members and a secretary will 
compose the college board of re- 
gents. 

Dr. Angelito Bagui, doctoral gradu- 


ate of business administration, will 
act as the dean of instruction while. 
Deguito, city legal officer, will act as 
the college administrator. 

City administrator Felipe Baroja 
will act as college registrar while city 
mayor secretary Luz Amparo, as col- 
lege secretary 

"There are eight full-time faculty 
members to teach the students, each. 
carrying a full load of 21 units this 
semester. 

All school expenses will be funded 
by the government, except the uni- 
forms, which the students will be re- 
quired to wear later, Bagui said. Mar- 
lon Alexander S. Luistro, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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IN QUIRER Mindanao m 


DIVING INTO HISTORY . 


The Seawolf and the Sagami Maru 


By Carlos R, Munda Jr. 
Contributor 


T HE PHILIPPINES IS A WRECK 


divers and history buff's 
dream. 

From the Battle of Manila Bay, where the 
US Navy smashed the Spanish armada, to the 
attack on Coron in Palawan that sank a flotilla 
of Japanese ships and the Battle of Leyte Gulf, 
the largest naval engagement in history—our 
waters have been littered with shipwrecks, 

But more than just battles between whole 


s navies, there are little-known dramas among 
= individual vessels that in themselves make for 
" ү some very interesting sca stories—and for the 


intrepid wreck diver, amazing dive experiences. 
One such tale is about the USS SeawolF and 


the Sagami Maru. Launched in 1939 from op- 
S e S U n posite ends of the Pacific Ocean, ther saga 
. continued through several encounters, finally 


paga б К coding vce in the Davao Gulf. 
While from the start, the Seawolf was made 
Sharp's Silver lon Technology kills bacteria like the sun. Я 
began differently. Once the pride of Nippon 
Yushen Keisha Shipping Line of Japan, the 
Sagami had a crew of 68 and silk-lined rooms 
for VIP passengers. At its prime, gleaming chi- 
na and silverware carrying the flag and life 
preserver logo of NYK symbolized the civilian 
affluence to which the ship was born. In death, 
it was its new adornment of guns and war 
paint that people who saw it last remembered. 


Hunter and hunted 

The first encounter between the two ships 
happened on Feb. 19, 1942 just off the 
Badung Strait. Lt. Cdr. Frederick B. Warderon 
board the Seawolf sighted the Sagami and 
went in for a surface attack. After firing two 
torpedoes and missing, the hunter fast be- 
came the hunted. In the ensuing melee, the 
Sagami was able to make good its escape. 

Nine months later, at dawn of Nov. 3, 1942, 
Warder was peering through his periscope 
over the Davao Gulf when he spotted the 
Japanese prize that had escaped him. 

The attack began with Warders firs ôf, 
"three torpedo runs. Approaching from the” 
surface, he was met with a hale of fire from 
the Japanese deck guns. Despite the danger, 
the Seawolf pressed on, sending several more 
“fishes” into the Sagami which finally si- 
Тепсей its guns and critically wounded it. 

Soon, the Japanese flags that just that 
morning flew atop the masts were 
down—marking the end of a worthy ship. 


Lost at sea 

Even as that day severed the ties of the Saga- 
mi to the war in the Philippines, the Seawolf 
went on to play a bigger role in the struggle. 
Eventually its luck also ran out and the ship was 
lost at sea on its way to Samar, with all hands, 
including several Filipino Army rangers. To this 
day, the real cause for its loss has never been as- 
certained, but what is beyond question is its 
contribution to the cause of liberation. 

Today, while the Seawolf remains “on eternal 
patrol"—a designation for subs that have been 
lost for unknown causes—its old adversary still 
lies in a murky grave off the coast of Davao. 
| | And 63 years after it sank, a new breed of 
rt Davaoehos is rediscovering the Sagami—not 

why it was built or used, but as it has become 


" a watery gateway to our past. 
The Sharp Silver lon (Ag*) technology Mp alee te Semi ist go into the heart of 
Philippine history. It is not a dive that should 
s State-of-the-art Better than f be done without de right gas шек equi 
ve i ге insine ment, training and frame of mind; to do so 
f gem kiling machine тонн ИЩ Would be foolish and not worth the risks. On 
* \ "Technology coats clothes ^, comparing a normally rinsed the Sagami, the delights, just as the dangers, 
with silver ions during the rin: T fabric and a silver ion coated begin topside and are multiplied as one pene- 
cycle. The silver ion particles act fabric, after 18 hours of stor- trates deeper into the ship. 
like the sun's rays lo effectively kill K Rea Бачны As the site is heavily silted, visibility сап go 
etc Eee рер Е piper ng froma few feet to zero in seconds. Outside the 
The hole ese stánless ub prevents mold growth of odor-causing bacteria ship, one can usually spor the huge turtle that. 
‘growth thal is common to plastic tubs. makes its home near the bow and the school 
of dogtooth tunas that circle the mast once 
topped by the Rising Sun. 
Within its holds, under 300 feet of water, trucks 
Best for Certified and motorcycles await to be unloaded, and the 
condominium living == by the experts galley floor is littered with porcelain dinnerware. 
The siver ions help prevent damp The Sharp Sivermagic Washing and amber beer bottles buried in fine mud. 
odors, keeping half-dried and Machine's anti-microbial power 
ron indoor died cotes à fas oen cero by me Kyoto 
‘smelling fresh. The ion generator. m Microorganism Lab's Test for 
‘can be sel lo get nd of stubborn Antibacterial Activity and Effi- 
bacteria wich cang on odor e Teide PRU 
Ca sock ie acia, 
БТ sportswear, bed sheets and blankets. 


"washing machines _ 
SU 


EVERYTHING'S BETTER IF IT'S SHARP. 


wwew.sharp.ph 


Моге consumers trust Sharp washing machines. 


Sharp is 2006 Reader's Digest Trusted Brands Gold Awardee for washing machine 
category. It is also one of the leading washing machine brands in the Philippines, 
according to Growth for Knowledge (GfK), a global market research organization. 
THE USS Seawolf is shown docked after it 
was launched in 1939. сомталютото 
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Baguio starts fund drive 
to preserve original RP flag 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—THE CITY 
government is launching a fund 
drive to preserve the country's 
first flag, which has been under 
the care of the Baguio-based heirs 
of the late Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo 
since his death in 1964. 

Mayor Braulio Yaranon, 87, 
saw the relic for the first time on 
‘Thursday at the Emilio Aguinaldo 
Museum here. He was accompa- 
nied by Emilio Aguinaldo Suntay 
Ш, the generals great grandson. 

Suntays grandmother, Cristi- 
na, who lives here, inherited the 
fag from her father after the fam- 
ily discovered it hidden on 
Aguinaldo's death bed. She built 
the museum in 1985 to house the 
artifact. 

Yaranon, a former city secre- 
tary in the 1950s before he spent 
a career as regional trial court 
judge in La Union, said he never 
had an inkling that the “most im- 
portant artifact” in the country 
was in his jurisdiction. 

The flag, whose most striking 
feature is the face sewn on the 
banners sun, had never obtained 
official recognition from the gov- 
ernment because historians were 
still debating its authenticity. 

The family obtained consultan- 
cy support from the Smithsonian 
Institute during the Philippine 
centennial celebration, but the 
Chemicals and technological 
hardware necessary to protect 
the relic from moisture or theft 


are too expensive, according to 
the family. 

But Yaranon said he would 
seek a council resolution that 
would give the flag its first official 
acknowledgment, while the gov- 
ernment sought support from 
various embassies to keep the tat- 
tered fabric intact. 

He said the government could 
write the Spanish and American 
Embassies on the Suntay family's 
behalf because these countries 
are historically linked to the 
Aguinaldo legacy. 

Yaranon said he would also re- 
quest help from the embassies of 
Mexico and Cuba, which were 
both colonies of the United States. 
when it bought the Philippines 
from Spain to end the Spanish- 
American war. 

He said he was convinced that 
the relic is the genuine first flag. 

“The materials, the colors ... 
there's nothing Ican see here that 
would make me doubt that this is 
the real [original] flag, which 
[Aguinaldo commissioned] in 
Hong Kong, and which was raised 
оп June 12, 1898 when he de- 
clared Philippine independence,” 
Yaranon said. 

The flags fabric is tom and 
much of the net-encased material 
is discolored but it retains the rec- 
cognizable features of the original 
banner. The fabrics blue color is 
paler than the contemporary flag. 

Yaranon said he wanted to put 
the flag on the map, by promot- 
ing it alongside the summer capi- 
tal. 


BAGUIO City Mayor Braulio Yaranon (right) finally saw the original flag 
after five decades in public service. Emilio Aguinaldo Suntay Ill, grandson 
of the late Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo, presents Yaranon his first taste of the 
relic on Thursday, as the city prepares to make the museum the official 
Independence Day venue forBaguio.ey=raTuroNomESNUZOVEEN) 


He said government's failure to Macapagal-Arroyo) would be in- 


recognize the relic is “an over- 
sight.” "But I'm sure [President 


terested in protecting our histo- 
ry" he said. 


Davao farmer leader’s slay case still unsolved, cops say 


DAVAO CITY—POLICE AUTHORI- 
ties in Davao del Norte have not 
considered the murder of peasant 
leader Enrico Cabanit solved even 
with the death of the alleged gun- 
man. 

Davao del Norte police chief 
Senior Supt. Jaime Morente said 
they were trying to uncover the 


motive behind Cabanit's assassi- 
nation and who ordered it. 

“We cannot close the case be- 
cause it has not yet been solved,” 
Morente said. į. -- 

He said the police believed that 
Monching Solon, the alleged gun- 
man, could not have acted on his 


MEMBERS of Unorka rally in front of Camp Crame to air their 


demand for justice for their slain leader Ric Cabanit. 


oANBONDOC 


Solon, a notorious gun for hire, 
was found dead in General San- 
tos City more than a week ago. 

Initial police theory indicated 
that Cabanit, who was gunned 
down in Panabo City on April 24, 
жаз killed because of his active 
campaign for land reform. He 
had just come from a dialogue in- 
volving peasants and agrarian re- 
form officials when shot dead. 

At the time of his death, his 
group, the Pambansang Ugnayan 
ng mga Nagsasariling Lokal na 
Organisasyon sa Kanayunan (Un- 
orka) in Mindanao, was claiming 
а huge track of land being culti- 
vated by a banana company 
owned by the family of Rep. Anto- 
nio Floirendo. 

"He struggled for the foll im- 
plementation of the comprehen- 
sive agrarian reform program 
and up until his death, he was 
hoping although there was a little 
frustration, that the poor will be 
given lands,” Rosauro Тара], Un- 
orka chair, said. 

Richard Uajan, lawyer for the 
Floirendos, said his clients should 
not be implicated in the death of 
the 54-year old peasant leader. 


"The Floirendos did not have a 
quarrel with the victim. We are 
saddened by this incident and we 
welcome any investigation about 
this,” Uajan said. 

Uajan said the Floirendos also 
wanted the killing of Cabanit 
solved “at the soonest time possi- 
ble.” 

Аз this developed, human 
rights advocates, including those 
from foreign countries, arrived in 
Davao del Norte to dig deeper in- 
tothe Cabanit killing. 

The group, which has the back- 
ing of Amnesty International, 
wanted to investigate if Cabanit’s 
death had something to do with 
problems hounding the imple- 
mentation of agrarian reform in 
the said province. 

Belinda Formanes, executive 
director of the Partnership for 
Agrarian Reform and Rural De- 
velopment Services Inc., said the 
“mastermind” was apparently 
motivated because of Cabanit's 
stance on land reform. 

Cabanit was the seventh peas- 
ant leader killed in Mindanao 
since 2004. Dennis Jay C. San- 
tos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Fishkill in Taal villages destroys P2.75-M tilapia 


CALAMBA CITY—ALMOST A 
month after typhoon "Caloy" 
damaged their main source of 
livelihood, fisherfolk in San Nico- 
las and Agoncillo towns in Batan- 
gas are facing another problem: A 
fishkill destroyed more than 35 
metric tons of tilapia worth almost. 
P2.75 million in the past two days, 
the INquiner learned on Friday. 
Most affected are 11 lakeshore 
communities around Taal Lake. 
San Nicolas Mayor Napoleon 
Arceo said more than 30 metric 
tons of tilapia, including finger- 
lings inside 10 fish cages were de- 


DAR speeds 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—NEGROS OC- 
cidental now has two provi 
cial agrarian reform officers 
(Paro) to speed up the imple- 
mentation of land reform in the 
province, 

Department of Agrarian Re- 
form Regional Director Alexis 
Arsenal on Wednesday an- 
nounced that Felicidad Bañares 
is the Paro assigned to northern 
Negros Occidental covering the 
areas from Bacolod City to San 
Carlos City while Stephen 
Leonidas is assigned to the 


stroyed when the fishkill started 
on Thursday afternoon. 

“The residents reported that 
they suddenly saw the dead fish- 
es on the surface of the water,” 
Arceo said in a mobile phone in- 
terview. 

He said a sudden change in 
temperature caused the fishkill. 

‘Among the affected barangays 
were Poblacion, Abilo, Bangkor, 
Maabud North, Pansipit, Kalayag 
and Bangin. 

Arceo said tilapia breeding 
farms along the Pansipit River 
were also badly affected by the 


fishkill. 

Agoncillo Mayor Glorioso Mar- 
tinez said five metric tons of 
tilapia in two fih pens in 
Barangays Pansipit and Pook 
were gone after the fishkill. 

He said the municipal agricul- 
ture office told him that a sudden 
discharge- of hydrogen sulfide 
caused the fishkill. 

The discharge of hydrogen sul- 
fide was a natural phenomenon 
caused by change in wind pat- 
terns, he said. 

“This fishkill really hurt us be- 
cause our people have yet to re- 


cover from the destruction 
brought by typhoon “Сау,” Mar- 
tinez said in a phone interview. 

He said P650 million worth of 
fish stocks were wiped out by the 
typhoon. 

Arceo said in San Nicolas, 150 
fish cages were destroyed when 
“Caloy” wrought havoc last 
month. 

Early this year, a fishkill de- 
stroyed a total of P161 million 
worth of fishes in Taal Lake in the 
vicinity of Talisay town. Marion 
Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
reau 


up land reform in Negros Occidental 


south, from Bago City to Hinoba- 
antown. 

Arsenal said five additional 
survey teams have also been sent 
to the province to fast track land 
reform work. 

He said the DAR move was 
necessary because they still have 
a lot of areas to cover and prob- 
lems to resolve in the province. 

Bañares earlier said the total 
area for land reform coverage in 
the province is 246,4639 
hectares, with 153,048 ha so far 
distributed. The DAR has 83,693 
hha more to cover, she said, 

Leonidas said their target in 
the province for this year is to 


distribute 22,000 ha to farmer- 
beneficiaries. 

The agrarian reform program 
is scheduled to end in 2008 but 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
was expected to ask Congress to 
extend it for another five years. 

DAR Undersecretary for Field 
‘Operations Narciso Nieto on 
Tuesday met with farmer leaders 
demanding the cancellation of 
Stock Distribution Options 
(SDOs) in farms in the province 
and a review of the corporative 
scheme on the properties of bı 
nessman Eduardo Cojuangco. 

The farmer leaders told Nieto 
the SDOs adopted in farms in 


Negros Occidental have failed to 
uplift their lives, which is the 
original intent of the Compre- 
hensive Agrarian Reform Pro- 
gram. 

Leonidas said a DAR task force 
from Manila would investigate 
the call of farmers groups for the 
cancellation of nine SDOs in the 
province. 

The petitions to cancel their 
SDOs were filed in March. 

Also questioned at the meet- 
ing with Nieto was the SDO of 
Wuhtrich Hermanos Inc. in 
Barangay Buenavista, Calatrava, 
with 174 ha and 177 beneficia- 
ries. 


11 environment employees 
in GenSan City suspended 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—MAYOR 
Pedro Acharon Jr has suspended the 
11 employees of the city Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources Office 
(nro), who were caught harvesting 
corals from Sarangani Вау. 

The bayis a protected seascape. 

On Wednesday, Acharon signed 
the memorandum detailing the 
suspension of Theresa Garay, ac- 
tion officer of Kagandahan-Gen- 
san, and 10 other employees. 

Acharon did not specify how 
Jong the suspension will last. 

He maintained that Garays 
trip to Tinoto village in Maasim, 
where she extracted 24 different 
kinds of corals, was not sanc- 
tioned by the city. 

Acharon said Garay and her 
companions also illegally used a 
government vehicle because they 
failed to secure a trip ticket. 

Acharon said Garay and her 
group violated Republic Act 6713 
or the Code of Conduct and Ethi- 
cal Standards for government of- 
ficials and employees. 

As this developed, the 
Sarangani government filed 
charges against Garay and her 
companions before the Ombuds- 
man Mindanao. 

The bases used by the provin- 
cial legal office in filing the 
charges were RA 6713, Fisheries 
Code of the Philippines and the 
National Integrated Protected 
Area System (Мраз). 

Corals are а protected marine 
species because they play a major 
role in fish population. 

Marine biologist Kent Dequito 
of the Sarangani Provincial Agri- 
culture office said hard corals are 
not plants but hermatypic or reef- 
building animals called polyps. 


istics are similar to other species 7 
under the animal kingdom. B 
Corals utilize oxygen for their 

metabolic process and give offcar- 
bon dioxide and ammonia as 
waste product, which help marine 
plant species to grow. These ma- 
rine plants become food for fish. 
Dequito said the corals har- 
vested by Garay's group were Без 
tween five to 10 years old based 2: 
on their size and structure. % 
In Butuan City, the National 
Democratic Front (NDF) here zi 
said that illegal logging activities 23 
in Caraga would continue unless 2 
a ranking environment official 7; 
was removed from office. 2 
Cesar Renerio, spokesperson of $4 
the NDENorth Central Mindanao, s5 
said illegal logging activities have 23 
flourished in the region because of 24 
the unholy alliance between Envi 
ronment director Benjamin Ti- fA 
maliuan, log smugglers, politi 
cians, police and military officers. 3 
Renerio said during the past 4 
four years, about P700 million; 
worth of hot logs were brought: 
ош of the region with Tumali-71 
uan’s blessings. Б 
But Tumaliuan laughed off Rene- 33 
rios allegations. “If they have com-27 
plaints, then they should lodge it in 2: 
the proper venue, before a court, so 22 
Іса answer it,” Tumaliuan said. 32 
Tt was not the first time that al- 2 
legations he conspired with ille-72 
gal loggers hounded Tumaliuan. 21 
Earlier, a tribal leader also 22 
claimed that Tumaliuan had re--: х 
ceived bribe money from loggers. 2: 
“In the 4-year stint of Tum: 
uan, about 100,000 cubic meters 21 
of logs have slipped away,” Rene- 
riosaid. Aquiles Z. Zonio and 53 
Franklin A. Caliguid, PDI Min- > 
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He added that their character- danao Bureau 
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1 cop slain in shootout 
МААС, Catanduanes—A policeman was killed and another wounded after three 
unidentified gunmen, suspected to be New Peoples Army rebels, engaged them 55 
ina shootout in Sta. Maria, Panganiban on Thursday evening. PO2 Ferdinand Bo- “++ 
biles died from multiple bulet wounds in the chest while РОТ Ramon Balatero S4 
Suffered injuries atthe elbow. A police report sai the three gunmen were. id 
‘behind a fence at the town plaza a few steps away from the police station when ..... 
they were accosted by Bobiles. However, the three eluded arrest and run to the. (og 
rection of Barangay Sta. Maria. The Police Provincial Mobile Group engaged the БЫ 
gunmen in a running дипбайе, where Bobiles was kiled, according to the police. S$ 
Ferman бапа, PDI Souther Luzon Bursa 7 


No bomb at capitol 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Operations at the 
provincial capitol was back to normal shortly before. 
moon on Friday after bomb experts declared the bulding 3: 
safe. First Lt. Mike Aguilar chief of the explosives ordi- s 
nance division of the Philippine Air Force's 740th Com- ; ч 
bat Wing, said their operatives scoured the buiding after 22 
two packages suspected of having bomb devices were 23 
found inside separate trash bins outside the building 


RAR 


ЖАЛАА 


a 


tnidentifed person called the provincial board oie and warmed that a bomb has 
been planted in the buiding. Marion Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau ~: 


2 men killed over land 

LINGAYEN, Pangasinan—Two men were led while another was wounded on 
Thursday when armed men shot tout with Army soldiers and policemen pa- 
troling the hotiy-contested Pindangan estate in Alcala town, police said. The 
armed men who, police said, could be hired by two warring clans claiming the 
481-hectare estate, fired at the lawmen at about 9 am. When the smoke cleared, 
two men were found dead in the cornfields while another was taken to the hospi- 
tal for treatment of bullet wounds, said deputy Pangasinan police director Supt. 
Noli Talifio. The dead were Felipe Galleno and Rogelio Montero while the wound- 
ed was Armando Lacema. Four members of the armed group surrendered to the 
police. The Supreme Court has ruled that the estate, which has been disputed 
‘since the early 1920s, belongs to the government and will be distributed to legiti- 
mate claimants. Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Northem Luzon Bureau 


Banaue school robbed 

BAGUIO CITY—An ifugao high school lost this year's enrollment proceeds to rob- 
bers. Reports from the Cordilera police said the robbers ransacked the principals 
office of the Immaculate Conception High School in Banaue town on June 3. They 
took away P200,000 and a check worth P9,549. Investigators said the school failed 
to remit he collections to the Banaue Savings Cooperatve because the officer in 
charge did not reportfor work. Vincent Cabrera, PDI Northem Luzon Bureau 


Toxic veggie kills 2 
COTABATO CITY—A pesticide-laced vegetable a mother cooked for the 
family's dinner killed two children in Arakan, North Cotabato. The father, 
Bernie Moreno, told a local radio station on Saturday that his wite also vom- 
ited after eating saluyot, which their eldest chia, Kimberly, picked up on her 
way home from school on Thursday. Moreno said his wife forgot to wash 
the vegetable, which they later learned was sprayed with pesticides. 
Jeotfrey Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


PETITIONERS FOR THE CANCELLATION 
OF STOCK DISTRIBUTION OPTION 


© 30 farmers at Archie Fish- 
ponds Inc. in Cadiz City, with 
an area of 102 ha and 155 ben- 
eficiaries 

31 farmers at Arsenio Al 
Acuha Agricultural Corp. in 
Cadiz City, with 108 ha and 93 
beneficiaries 

* 66 for Elenita Agricultural 
Development Corp. in Cadiz 
City with 113 ha and 82 benefi- 
diaries 

© 30 for Maria Clara Marine 
Ventures in Bago City with 58 
ha and 58 beneficiaries; 


€ 90 for Palma Kabankalan 
Agricultural Corp. of Ilog with 
219 ha and 113 beneficiaries. 

All five farms are under the 
Arsenio Al Acuna Agricultural 
Corp. 

63 farmers of the SVJ 
Farms in Concepcion, Talisay 
City with 170 ha and 143 bene- 
ficiaries 

ө 65 farmer of the Negros 
Industrial By-Products and 
Processing Inc. іп Nagasi, La 
Carlota with 438 ha and 273 
beneficiaries 
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Guided walks with 
lingering views of city’s 
cultural icons, and food 
sampling besides 


By Margaux C. Ortiz mary and secondary education. 
He also worked as a at 

THE BEST WAY TO EXPLORE the Bahay Tsinoy in Intramuros, a 
the city of Manila із by takinga museum of Chinese-Filipino his- 
walking tour tory and culture, and regularly 

The jeepneys and calesas that visits his great-grandparents who 
ply the streets offer an easier and ате buried at the Chinese Ceme- 
more comfortable way to get tery 
around, but traveling on foot will Both the Binondo and Intra- 
enable one to see the city’s cultur- muros tours cost P650 per per- 
al treasures that people often fail son, inclusive of food and muse- 
to notice, according to tour guide um entrance fees, while the San 
Ivan ManDy. Miguel tour costs P750 per head. 

ManDy who prefers to be Interested tourists and locals can 
called a "streetwalker" (see re- avail of the Chinese Cemetery 
lated article in Tales of the City) walk for P500 per person, ManDy 
began offering walking tours of said. 
the city after a short trip to Singa- ae Cruz Churches, which we visit sacred pyramid-like temples— THE FIRST stop on 
Pore two years ago. Artistic delights ысы е OR ES ma FOR SALE 
P People see more while travel- The Far Eastern University tinctive, eiphtsided, pagoda-like land. Binondo Church. жик SASS 
ing on foot instead of looking аг campus on Nicanor Reyes Street bell towers,” ManDy observed. The group then proceeds to  pporossvaoon Roton INDUSTRIAL 
the scenery from inside a tour (formerly Morayta) was ^ He noted that the number Ongpin Street, where a “guiltless ICE CREAM 
bus,” the 27-year-old recently added to the eight is considered lucky in Chi food splurge” begins. EQUIPMENTS 


guide told the INQUIRER. young tour guide's nese culture because of its “flow-  “Guiltless, because despite the 


P Se e ASIS, WHEREIS Ci 1178855556 
Change B Ag n ndun  AMAGICALI A20 SIs, 'ELL# 09178 


in perception “treasure trove 

Aptly named of artistic de- 
“oid Manila ligus by Na- 
Walks" ManDy 1 tional Artists 


said the tour is such as Pablo Getting you ready for 


aimed at changing Antonio Sr, Vi 


5 Man- | 
peoples percep- cente 
tion of the 400- Ж кше 
year-old city. os “Bot 
Instead of the a Francisco. 
usual day tours, "The FEU 
which either campus has the 
confine travel- BP biggest concen- 
ers to the bus or tration of Art 
rush them from Deco structures 
one site to an- fit” in the city" 
other, the Chi- ManDy said. 


he INESE Catholic 
nese-Filipino АСНИ Marr Aem 
e ,  thesideoftheroadin refers to a style 
streetwalker” a 
П Chinatown, Binondo. of decorative 
bonds with ev- 1 з 
art developed originally in the 


one in hi E 
сары pie et عو‎ ды the 1990c and revived in the 1960s. It 


“The walking tours are interac- і characterized by geometric mo- with our BS Entrepreneurial 
tive. We all learn from each oth- в, curvilinear forms, sharply de- Management Program 
ez" ManDy stressed, pointing out fined outlines and bold colors. 

th “art Deco, also seen in the А 
арн Mania Walle are bs Metropolitan Theater in Lawton The BS Entrepreneurial Management Program is 
cals. The rest are tourists and ex- hee = Malate’ B Kan ee a four-year trimestral course which aims to develop 
patriates. Speen antag шык П-епабеа entrepreneurs who are well-versed in 
ата aoe со. globally-relevant innovative business practices, 
رم‎ a a NG Ct computerized information systems, and applied 
particular cultural site he said. History | \ business economics in the local and global 
"These little contributions make Не added that the Lernens Я " perspective. Graduates shall be competent in 
the tours livelier and more inter- walk was ideal for "Philippine ti 1 
esting.” history beginners” while the San х effective funds administration, product 
Miguel package showcases the E development, import-export management, and 
Four choices 2 ы period homes 4 international business. The curriculum includes a 
ManDy who has lived his and churches. Я а hands-on exposure to an actual business to Бе 
i But the 27-year-old tour guide " rire 2 
paa кан еереер : financed by one's own capital infusion and partly 
оао "the following do Food Wok,” probably owing to by venture capitalists as well as technical 
itineraries: The Big Binondo Food his Chinese-Filipino roots. E application of e-business management. 
Wok; Mounds, Magnates and _ Donning his pigtailed silk cap 


Mausoleums: A Chinese Ceme- a Ee т Scholarships and financial assistance offered іо 
x gins his tribut si ? 
SioeofBoarinSea Miguel and б. premier Chinatown by way of a ү, Ce cen. 
nally, Walls of This Content: An four-hour walk through Binon- 
Intramuros Walk. CE t. : Last day of enrollment 
“All of these areas have played The meeting place for those 
a very significant рат іп my life,” going on the tour is atthe lobby of ч June 17, 2006 
Mandy enthused. True enough, te Basilica de San Lorenzo or Bi- 1 
the chatty “streetwalker” spent полдо Church, a witness to the А Call 852-9670 to 71 
his first eight years in Binondo Carly Chinese Christians’ devo- Let us heli lan your future 
and went to St. Jude Catholic tion and piety. N рр PIE a 
School in San Miguel for his pri- “Вой the Binondo and Sta. D 


The SME IT Excellence Award for 
“Best in IT Innovation and Learning" 


Given to APC by the Philippine 
Intemet Commerce Society (PICS) 
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This ‘streetwalker’ is proud of what he does 


Tour guide Ivan ManDy’s continuing love affair with the city of his affections 


By Tina б. Santos 


HIS CURIOUS EYE LED HIM TO DIS- 
cover the delights within a city not exact- 
ly famous for its charm and exoticism. 
For the past year-and-a-half, Chinese- 
ino Ivan ManDy has been taking a 
stroll through Old Manila's historic 
gems. 

But he has not been alone in his trav- 
els, The 27-year-old has made it his per- 
sonal mission to take curious and adven- 
turous tourists—locals and foreigners 
alike—on a fun and educational tour of 
the city’s historically and architecturally 
rich but often unappreciated places. 

“1 can't change the way Manila looks,” 
he admitted. "But I can change the way 
you look at Manila." 

Although commonly referred to as a 
tour guide, ManDy prefers to be called a 
“streetwalker” the meaning of which iı 
tially took him by surprise. 

After one of his tours, ManDy said he 
saw two American women in a corner, 
giggling while looking at the pin he was 
wearing that said "Streetwalker on 
Tour" When they told him what the 
word meant, ManDy was dumbfounded, 
but nevertheless decided to stick with 
the title since he believes it is a perfect 
description of what he does. 


‘Quickie, short-time tour’ 

"A lot of people know it means 'prosti- 
tute’, I did not,” he told the INquinEn. “To- 
day when people ask me what 1 do as a 
streetwalker, I tell them I do a quickie, 
four-hour, short-time tour around Old 
Manila, and it always gets a laugh.” 

The 27-year-old chatty streetwalker 
works as an operations manager of а 
trading company on weekdays. But on 
weekends, he dons either his salakot (na- 
tive hat) or his pigtailed silk cap and 
“Chinoy costume.” 

“1 got the idea when I joined walking 
tours abroad,” he said, referring to his 
costume. “I do it to make the walk more 
interesting. This way, the tourists feel 
that their guide is a native of that city 
and that he's proud of it.” 

ManDy said his career as a streetwalker 
started asa hobby deeply rooted in his love. 
affair” with the city since he was a kid. 

While his friends and cousins were 
playing with Transformers and GI Joes, 
ManDy was busy reading and collecting 
history and architectural books. 


Hooked on history 

“I was a geek," he said, laughing, “1 
loved those robot cars and cartoons but. 
somewhere along the way, I got hooked 
оп history, architectural books and cul- 
tural stuff, which was kind of odd for 
children my age at that time.” 

He added that his interest particularly 
zeroed in on the history of Binondo, the 
Tsinoy community where he was born 
and grew up in. 

By the time he was brave enough to 


METROBRIEFS 


Dry Parafiaque 

THE PARANAQUE City government will hold 
a special session next week to ensure that 
residents are prepared should an earth- 
quake hit the city. The National Water Re- 
Sources Board has warned that an Intensity 
б earthquake could cause the collapse of the 
soil in some parts of the city, partly due to 
the over extraction of underground water in 
areas which lack adequate water supply. 
Right now, more than 100 villages and sub- 
divisions in Paranaque rely on motorized 
deep wells. Nelson Lacambra, the 
spokesperson of Mayor Florencio Bernabe, 
sald a Water Crisis Task Force has been 
formed to look for alternative sources of wa- 
ter, especially in BF Homes, which has about 
10/000 homeowners. Recently, members of 
the task force met with officials of the 
NWRB, Metropolitan Waterworks and Sew- 
erage System and Maynilad Water Services. 
ino. to help solve the problem. Jocelyn A- 
uy 


2 suspects nabbed 

TWO illegal recruiters who duped several 
prospective overseas workers of P700,000 
were arrested by agents of the National Bu- 
reau of Investigation (NBI) in Pasay City last 
Wednesday. NBI acting director Nestor Мап. 
taring identified the suspects as Jose "Pope" 
Elgado, of Andrew Street, and Jocelyn 
Ranque, of 183 Shaw Boulevard, both in 
Pasay City. The two face charges for violating 
the Migrant Workers and Overseas Filipino 
Act of 1995, Mantaring said. Investigation 
conducted by the NBI Special Action Unit 
(БАШ) headed by Assistant Regional Director 
Vicente De Guzman showed that the case 
stemmed from a complaint fled by Mary 
‘lane Vilaluz, Catherine Tamo, and four other 
Victims recruited to work in New Zealand and 
Macau, China. The four were askad to pay 
around P40,000 each In processing fees. Ell- 
Gado went with 14 complainants to Macau 
but left them on their own after falling to keep 
his end of the bargain. Villaluz and Tamo, 
Who ware recruited for employment in New 
Zealand, later sought the POEAS assistance 
aher the suspects damanded P25,000 from 
them, The suspects were arrested while re- 
ceiving marked money rom the victims in a 
fast food restaurant, De Guzman said. Mar- 
paux C. Ortiz 


MANDY on one of his “quickie, short-time tours.” 


wander around, ManDy often walked by 
himself on the streets of Binondo, taking 
notice of the numerous colonial homes 
which dotted the district. 

During his teenage years, ManDy en- 
joyed exploring different museums more 
than going to the malls. 


Nota mall rat 

"Т used to drag my friends 
to museums" he said, 
"Whenever we conducted 
community service like visit- 
ing orphanages, I would al- 
ways suggest that we take 
the kids to the museums 
rather than malls.” 

The industrial design 
course he took up at the De 
la Salle University-College 
of Saint Benilde may have 
had no direct relation to 
streerwalking, but ManDy claimed it 
helped strengthen his personal interest 
in the arts. 

“learned to 'see' the architectural rea- 
sons behind certain things and relate it 
to bow our city and culture evolved in its 
four centuries of existence,” he said. 

Even though he did not take up special 
studies to become a streetwalker, ManDy 
claimed the seven years he had spent 
working as a volunteer guide at Bahay 


“Tsino, a museum of Filipino-Chinese his- 
tory and culture at the Intramuros, defi- 
nitely worked to his advantage. 

"Whenever we had academic visitors, 
Iwas always in charge of showing them 
around," he said. 


From hobby to job 

It was also while working 
at the museum that he stum- 
bled upon a trip that eventu- 
ally made him decide to turn. 
his hobby into a serious en- 
terprise a few years later 

“Ilove traveling and have 
joined city walks in some of 
the places I have visited, but 


it wasn't until F joined-and- 


got hooked ‘on a walking 
tour in Singapore that I real- 
ized that it could be done in 
Manila, After all, Manila is a 
city twice the age of Singapore,” he said. 
‘The fourth in a brood of six, Binondo- 
born and bred ManDy brought history to 
life by actually pounding the pavements 
where it all happened as he began orga- 
nizing walking tours he aptly called "Old 
Manila Walks” soon after he came back 
from his trips abroad. 
“I see Manila as an extension of my 
passion as a museum guide, 1 consider 
the whole city as а living museum,” he 


/ 


PHOTOSYRODELROTON 


said. "And besides, its a place that is 
more than 400 years old, surely, it has 
enough stories for Filipinos to learn, live 
and be amused by!” 

Putting the walk together came easy 
for ManDy as he focused on places close 
to his heart and identity—the Binondo 
and San Miguel districts, Intramuros and 
the Chinese Cemetery. 

“ез also about making sense, by way 
of cultural history, what it means to be 
living in Manila and perhaps, rubbing 
in a little ‘pride of place’ to Metro 
Manilefios themselves," he added. 

From a family of three who joined him 
on his first tour to the Chinese cemetery, 
‘round 20 to 25 people now sign up for, 

“his tours. appa LAP 
" "The biggest walk T Had wis TOF} 
people, but I'm not doing-itagain? Your“ 
don't get the same effect as you would if 

you have a mid-sized group, so now I'm 
trying to keep the tours as intimate as 
possible," he said. 


Tours for all ages 

The oldest person to join his tour was 
a man in his 70s while the youngest was 
a month-old baby who slept all through- 
‘out the four-hour Binondo tour. 

During his tours, ManDy said he 
makes it a point to show his guests not 
only the best of what the city has to offer. 


“Its a no-holds-barred introduction to 
Manila, warts and all, T show them every- 
thing, even the not-so-pleasant ones. 
They may not be your ideal tourist sites, * 
but these patches, like the esteros of Chi- 
matown or the slums beside the Chinese 
cemetery, are part and parcel of our city’s 
evolutionary fabric, and they do have 
their own stories to tell, too,” he ex- 
plained. 

Мапру said he also gives his guests in- 
sights on even the most trivial things: a 
neighborhood street and historic street 
name that nobody pays attention to, a 
piece of ruin from the Spanish colonial 
period, or that old mami house—details 
that give Manila her unique identity. 

While ManDy considers the Binondo 
tour the most popular, he said the San 
Miguel route is the most "highly politi- 
cized” since it is where Malacafiang 
Palace is located. 


Scolded by the PSG 

ManDy recalled how he was repri- 
manded by members of the Presidential 
Security Group during one of his San. 
Miguel tours when he took the group in- 
side the Palace complex. * 

“It so happened that they were on 
red alert at the time. Suddenly, there I 
was holding a microphone with some 
40 people in tow going inside the 
Palace grounds. They scolded me like a 
school boy right in front of all the peo- 
ple, Now, 1 rarely do tours in the area 
because of the political situation,” he 
said, 

Apart from some women wearing 
high-heeled shoes, Малу said the city's 
basic infrastructure, including ill-main- 
tained sidewalks, pollution and missing 
or changing street names, are the com- ^ 
mon problems he usually encounter 
when conducting the walks, ES 

А member of the Heritage Conserva” 
tion Society, ManDy said he finds fulfill 
ment in helping people realize shat: 
Manila “is more than just a culti 
wasteland, a third world city pretending’ 
to be first world, but rather a place that fs” 
inextricably linked to the Filipino's cul- 
tural identity” 

“Its worth my time,” ManDy an 
swered when asked if doing the ашха 
werefinanciallyrewardings oc Agi 
'Well.fed mind and soul у 

Comments from guests claiming ару 
after the tour, they were “very well-fed, 
both mind and soul" make ай his efforts 
worthwhile, he added. E 

‘Atthe end of each tour, ManDy said he * 
is hoping that those who joined it walle 
away not just with smile on their faces,” 
but more importantly, a better apprecia- 
tion ofthe city. a 


(Visit wwrw.oldmanilawalks.com or e~ 
mail oldmanilawalks @gmail.com or call 
0917-3291622 for details about the 
tours.) 


A magical, mystical tour of Old Manila sanns 


seemingly endless intake of food during 
the whole tour, we end up burning them 
all through the four-hour walk,” ManDy 
said, grinning. 

"Besides, food makes the trip more in- 
teresting. Itsa big part of making history 
alive,” he enthusiastically added. 


Food trip 

ManDy said the group drops by hole- 
in-the-wall restaurants that serve au- 
thentic hand-rolled Chinese lumpia, 
pancit noodles, tea-cooked eggs, 
Hokkien-style fried rice 
(kiampeng) and 
Northeast 
dumplings. 

The route also | 
indudes the last n 
chocolate shop in 
"Tondo which shows 
workers making 
tablea (chocolate tablets) 
the traditional way. Also on 
the itinerary are a Chinese 
wedding store, and a 
Buddhist temple (Te 

SOME of the food on 
the menu when you 
goon the Big 
Binondo Food Wok 
tour: “tablea” or 
chocolate tablets 

(below) and 

‚ Hokkien-style. 

fried rice with 


iced coffee. 
PHOTOS” RODEL 
потом 


десс. 


Ya Kong) on Kipuja Street. 

<] also point out some old Chinoy 
houses in the district that have withstood 
time, the ground floors of which are usu- 
ally made of stone while the second 
floors are built with wood," ManDy said, 
explaining that the materials used en- 
abled the houses to “sway” during earth- 
quakes. 


Historical sites 

Binondo, few people know, have also 
been home to historical figures. ManDy 
said Doha Teodora Alonso Realonda, the 

mother of national 
hero Jose Rizal, 
once lived on San 
Fernando Street in 
Binondo. 
Rizal's father, Don 
Francisco Mercado 
Rizal, lived on Es- 
traude Street, he 
added. 
“Both houses are 
now gone, with only 
historical markers taking 
their place,” the tour guide 
noted, explaining that Dofa Teodora's 
old home was razed bya firein 1997. 

‘Apart from the Binondo walk, ManDy 
is equally popular for conducting tours at 
the Chinese Cemetery. 

“The Chinese Cemetery is actually an 
architectural jewel because it was among 
the few places in the city that were not 
bombed during World War Il,” he said. 


Pinoy, not Chinoy 

He explained that the beautiful, elabo- 
rate mausoleums in the area were actu- 
ally adaptations of the local culture and 
not, as commonly perceived, part of the 
Chinese tradition, 

“People would think that the mau- 
soleums are ostentatious, their owners 
show-offs,” ManDy said. But he pointed 
lout that most of the structures, which 
have their own bathrooms and rest ar- 
eas, are not found in China, 

"These burial chambers were built to 


accommodate the local tradition of hon- 
oring the dead on Todos Los Santos (Al 
Saints Day and All Souls Day), which 
have become social events, with people 
even spending the night at the cemeter- 
ies," ManDy said, 

‘Apart from the elaborate mau- 
soleums, tourists can also visit a turtle- 
shaped plot, an ancient Chinese burial 
‘mound, and the Chong Hock Tong tem- 
ple which is the oldest Chinese temple in 
the Philippines, according to ManDy. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


OTHER stopsin 
the tour: The 
Chinese cemetery 
(top) anda 
Buddhist Temple. 


He also disclosed that noodle king Ma 
Mon Luk and a number of Filipino-Chi- 
mese war heroes and martyss were in- 
terred at the Chinese Cemetery. 

“A lot of people love to bash the city for 
different reasons,” the 27-year-old tour 
guide explained, “Through Old Manila 
Walks, we wish to show everyone that. 
Manila may not be the best planned сиу 
in the world, but looking beyond the pol- 
lution and traffic, it certainly is a culeure- 
filled destination," he said. 
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This section s dedicated to Filipinos overseas toiling on land and at sea, in factories, in construction sites and in the homes of the warid, and wherever work can be contracted о secure a beer Ше for their families. These are ther stories. 
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-Filipinos have the run 


Saudi hotel. 


They all look familiar, from the 


cooks to the interior designer to the i 
bellboys to the manager 


{ 


JOEY DIZON has sent his four children to college through his earnings as a bartender, then waiter, and now chef in Al-Hammad 
Hotel. Heis saving up to put up a burger machine in Manila. 


What to wear in 


By Fe B. Zamora 


IFYOU DON'T WANT TO GET IN: 
to trouble with the mutaween (re- 
ligious police), bring an abaya 
with you to Saudi Arabia. 

‘An abaya is a loose, flowing 
garment that you have to wear 
Over your maong and Tshirt 
whenever you go out from your 
residence. 

"The abaya must cover the whole 
body except the feet and the hands. 
Tt is also worn with a scarf to cover 
the hair and a nigab, the face veil 
that covers the nose, mouth, cheeks 
and chin. 

Some Muslim women even 
wear gloves, stockings and a thin, 
gauzy black veil to cover the eyes 
‘when they go out. 

If you аге going to Riyadh, a 
traditional black abaya with 
black scarf for your hair and part 
of your face, is a must. The niqab, 
gloves, stockings are optional. 

The black abaya is also a must 
in Jeddah, Damman, Al-Khobar, 
Dharan and other areas; but the 
head scarf can be in pastels, and 
not necessarily black. 

‘The abaya is a religious attire 
as much as it is part of the Saudi 
culture. Wearing it while in Saudi 
shows respect for the country's 
religion and culture. 

Some onlookers may find it 
ominous, but the abaya is actual- 
ly comfortable to wear, or so T 
found out while wearing it for 
five days in Saudi, It even made 
me feel mysterious. 

Filipino hotel employees at the 
Riyadh Palace Hotel gave me an 


АМ ABAYA covers the whole body. 


abaya and matching scarf to wear, 
instead of just the caftantype 
blouse and pants I had on when I 
arrived there to cover President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's state visit to 


the Kingdom last month. 


They were actually worried 
about the mutaween, who could 
make an arrest and send violators 
of Islam to jail without a trial. 


Keep distance from males 
For added measures, my con- 
сетей compatriots also told me 
how to behave while wearing the 
abaya: Avoid talking to men while 
оп the streets, keep a proper dis- 
tance from the all-male media del- 
egations, which included Press 
Undersecretary Jose Capadocia, 
Journalists Paolo Romero, Dave 
Cagahastian, Leo Sarne and Ralph 
Guzman of Philippine Star, Manila 
Bulletin, Radyo ng Bayan and 
GMA Channel 7; German Eser, 
Carlos de los Santos, Ronnie de 
Leon and Rod del Agua of Mala- 


Riyadh 


0 cafiang media support staff 
1 kept my “proper distance” 
from the menfolk in public 
places; but once within confines 
of four walls, I quickly reverted to 

being one of the boys. 


Like a puppy 
In two days in Riyadh, I've seen 


where Saudi information 

officials feted us to dinner, and 
about 10 in the hotel lobby. I saw 
two women with children at the 
convenient store, where I was the 
lone (and scared) шекопей 
woman in the store with over à 
dozen male customers. 

There were about a hundred 
women at the Philippine Embassy 
grounds to meet President Arroyo 
and the official party. Many of 
them were in Filipina dresses, 
which they promptly covered 
with the abaya on the way back to 
their homes and dormitories. 

Such that | felt conspicuous 
while walking from the Chamber 
of Commerce building to the me- 
dia center at the Riyadh Palace ho- 
tel, about five blocks away. Dressed 
in all-black, I must have looked like 
a lonesome black puppy finding its 
way around a concrete maze. 

But 1 also felt safe under my 
long, flowing abaya. It was swel- 
tering 40 degrees Celsius, but the 
wind was cool. Surprisingly, the 
fabric was also cool to my skin. 1 
pulled my shawl to cover my hair 
and face, and laughed at myself, a 
woman in black walking five 
steps away from a group of men. 


conrreuTeD PHOTO 


By Fe B. Zamora 


AL-KHOBAR, KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARA- 
bia—Al-Hammad Hotel here has a Filipino 
general manager, Filipino cook, Filipino 
chief of maintenance (who doubles as inte- 
rior designer) and Filipino bellboys and 
waiters it seems just like home. 

The Filipino air is everywhere: A 
kababayan hands you the key to your 
room, and when you order room service, 
you can hear Filipinos in the background 
yelling unsolicited culinary tips 

One of the first Filipinos to work in ће 
hotel, Ramiro Clavel was hired as con- 
struction laborer in 1981. He learned 
carpentry, painting, cabinet making and 
interior designing at the hotel, where he 
is now chief of maintenance. 

A native of Pangasinan, Clavel, 49, 
speaks Arabic and Egyptian which he 
learned from conversation with his em 
ployer and coworkers. 


Greatest achievement 

Joey Dizon started working in the 
Middle Eastin 1982 as bartender, waiter, 
соок and supervising cook for 3,000 US 
soldiers during the Gulf War. 

A native of Pampanga, Dizon, now 53, 
is the hotel chef who would graciously 
cook sinigang, tinapang bangus and even 
sisig to homesick Filipinos. 

The hotel manager, Ogie Baltazar, 
hails from Baliwag, Bulacan, From Bula- 
can also comes waiter Leo Valerio, who 
started working just three months ago. 

Over a million Filipinos work in Saudi 
Arabia, making it a top destination for 
OFWs. 

Like most OFWs, Dizon said they work 
here to be able to send their children to 
school, buy a house and lot and invest in 
a business once they retire from overseas 
employment. 

Dizon said he has sent four children 
through college; his youngest son, Jeffrey, 
17, has just graduated from high school. He 
has also improved the old family home, and 
has even built another one. 

“My children's education, thats my 
greatest achievement,” he said. 

Now, Dizon said he is saving for a 
burger machine so he could start a busi- 
ness in Manila. 

Clavel said he also ventured into over- 


WELCOME to Al-Hammad Hotel in Al- 
Khobar, kingdom of overseas Filipino 
culinary and tourism workers. 


seas employment to have a better life for 
his family. 

“I have spent more time here than 
with my children,” Clavel, who plans to 
retire after another two-year contract, 
told the Inquirer. 

Clavel's eldest son is an electrical engi- « 
neer, and a daughter is a teacher, while the 
third child dropped out of college. He also 
built a house for his family, and had even 
supported two siblings through college. 

But his long years abroad also took a 
toll on his marriage. 


Heart-to-heart talk 

According to him, married OFWs 
“should have a heart-to-heart talk" be- 
fore even deciding to venture abroad. 

When the marriage broke, Clavel said he. 
just concentrated on his work in the hotel. 

“It was hard,” he said. “My family was 
my inspiration, and without a family was 
like losing the reason for working." 

Clavel said he asked his sibling to raise 
his three children. “I continued sending 
money for their education,” he said. He 
stayed on even during the Gulf War in 1991 
when OFWs were asked to go home. 

“If 1 go home, what will 1 do in the 
Philippines?" he said. 

But Clavel now has a reason to come 
home. In the late 90s, his brother gave 
him a pen pal named Athanasia, who 
was also from Dagupan. 

Clavel had his first marriage annulled, 
then married Athanasia with whom he 
has a son, John Christopher. 

Clavel said his new wife is a “good 
mother and a good businesswoman.” 

"Just another two-year contract, and 
am home for good," he said. 


Three major reasons why OF Ws 
opened world for RP 


| By Aurelio В. Montinola Ill 


Editor's Note: To put into context the vital and visionary role today of the Overseas Filipino Worker, 
we are running the following excerpts from the speech of the author as it captures the essence of what the 
OFW is all about in our country's development. It was delivered by the author, who is president of the Bank 
of Philippine Islands, at the Management Association of the Philippines last April. The entire speech was 
first published in the Inquirer Business Monday, April 17, 2006. 


IWILL HAVE TO START WITH 
an Albert Einstein test ques- 
tion. Supposedly, he gave the 
same test to his graduate stu- 
dents at Princeton, and one 
confused student said: “Pro- 
fessor Einstein, these are the 
same questions you gave us 
last year" To which Einstein 
smiled, and said, “Yes, but the 
answers are different 
The OFW issue is similar to 
Einstein's test. Three decades 
ago, when Filipino migration be- 
gan to accelerate, we coined the 
phrase "brain drain” to empha- 
size its phenomenon being inim- 
ical to national development. 
Today the answer is different, 


orar least mixed. 


Why? There are three major 
reasons. First, there is globaliza- 
tion, which has brought the 
world's economies into doser in- 
tegration. Second, there is the 
information revolution through 
the fax, the cell phone, the Inter- 
net, and even VOIP Third, there 
are changing demographics as 
the developed countries find 
themselves with aging popula- 
tions with job needs, 


jobseekers. 


country.. 


Zobel's “brain gain? 


mentand modernization. 


tum the current "Brain Drain" 


ch in 


tum developing countries (includ- 
ing the Philippines with a 21.6 
years median age) fill with mobile 


‘These tidal changes have trans- 
formed the 8 million overseas Fil- 
ipinos into a powerful national 
force. They have opened the world 
literally for our people. They have 
increased many times over the 
earnings and remittances of over. 
seas Filipinos. Perhaps, as never be- 
fore, Filipino migration is now in a. 
position to make a lasting contribu- 
tion to the modernization of the 


The time for feeling guilty about 
our OFWs is over. We must shift 
gears and recognize the vital role 
they can play in national develop- 


The government and the private 
sector must therefore work togeth- 
certo pursue a strategic policy on la- 
bor migration that will eventually 


as Femando Zobel has stated in an- 
other speech, a “Brain Gain.” India 
today is the best example of its 
‘overseas nonresident Indians com- 


ing back to assist in specific tech- 
nology locations and fields; if they 
can do it, why can't we dream the 
same? 

While migrants’ remittance 
reached record levels last year, 
we now have the more encour- 

g news that OFWs and 
their families are saving and 
investing more. If we can con- 
vince them to save and invest 
in the Philippines, as actually 
many of them are predisposed 
to do so at least partially, then 
even better. 

"We are constantly told that the 
Philippines by growing 5 percent 
GDP a year will at best stay flat. If 
we can utlize our OFW remit- 
tances and their corresponding 
savings or investment better, рег- 
haps we can raise this to a more 
growth oriented 7 percent, 

Asa banker, I recognize the vital 
role that financial institutions must 
play in linking remittances to de- 
velopment. Large banks as well as 
community-based financial institu- 
tions should strive to provide prod 
ucts and services that encourage 
savings among OFWs and support 
their entrepreneurial ventures... 


into, 


соор 
MANNERS 
AND PROPER 
CONDUCT 
Forthose 
working or going 
to workin Hong 
Kong, Japan, 
Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab 
Emirates, Italy 
and the United 
Kingdom, here 
aset 
of handbooks 
to avoid getting 
into trouble. 
PAGUAD-FUNZALAN 


PINOY OVERSEAS GUIDE 
Never insult the king and other tips 


By Kate Pedroso and Kenneth M. del Rosario 


about by working in foreign land miles away from family 


N SIDE FROM WORK-RELATED STRESS BROUGHT 


and loved ones, overseas Filipino workers also have to 
face culture shock head-on as soon as they step on a foreign soil. 


Surviving in a different place with 
unfamiliar culture may not be the top 
concern for the OFWs, whose main pur- 
pose is to send money to their family 
and kin left behind. However, getting 
by even for a first-timer need not be too 
difficult, with pre-departure orienta- 
tion seminars and pamphlets designed 
specifically for them. 

To make adjustment abroad easier 
for the OFWs, Western Union has 
launched a pamphlet series, “Pinoy 
Care Handbook for the Overseas Fil- 
ipino Worker,” with focus on countries 
such as Italy, Hongkong, the United 
Kingdom and Ireland, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Japan. 

Steve Peregrino, Marketing Manager 
of Western Union, says these countries 
are a top priority because there are 
many OFWs there. Around 100,000 
copies of these pamphlets have been 
printed since 2001, when the money- 
transfer company first got involved 
with the government's pre-departure 
Orientation seminars. Peregrino adds 
that these booklets are updated and re- 
printed at least once a year to keep up 
with changing information. 

The handbooks feature basic country 
information, which include ап 
overview of how to move around the 
country using local modes of transport, 
as well as the tourist spots. The pam- 
phlets also include tips on how to relate. 
with the local people of each country, as 
well as advice on conduet in public 
places. 


The pamphlets tackle the usual OFW 
contract and its contents: The pre- 
scribed length of service, delineation of 
duties and responsibilities, living ar- 
rangements (including who to share a 
room with), monthly salary and food al- 
lowance, rest day and holidays (de- 
pending on the country's labor code) 
and paid annwal leaves. 

Information on health benefits, so- 
cial security, and taxation are also dis- 
cussed in the handbooks. 


Moving around 

Filipinos used to jeepneys and tricy- 
les as common modes of transporta- 
tion are in for a ride when traveling in 
countries like Hong Kong and Italy, 
where waterways are very much active 
thoroughfares. In Hong Kong, the ferry 
is the cheapest way to travel between 
Hong Kong Island, Kowloon and the is- 
lands of Lamma, Lantau, Cheung Chau 
and Peng Chau, while travel in Venice 
involves water buses and water taxis. 
Ferries are also available in Japan's 
Kansai Airport in Tokyo. 

Familiar modes of transportation like 
buses and taxis are also available in 
countries such as UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
and Japan. In fact, the booklet notes 
that taxis are the only mode of trans- 
portation in UAE. Most taxis in Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE, however, are not 
metered. Therefore, passengers and 
taxi drivers need to agree upon a fare 
before riding the vehicle. 

Оп the other hand, subways and 
trains are also popular for getting to 
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places faster—the “Tube” is the fastest 
way to get to and around Central Lon- 
don, while the Mass Transit Railway 
system is also a primary means of quick 
transportation in Hong Kong. Subways 
and trains, or what they call 
“shinkansen,” are also available for 
moving around in major cities in Japan. 

Driving around in a car is also an op- 
tion for traveling in the UK and Ireland. 
‘The pamphlets, however, note that cars 
in these countries are left-handed and 
that roads in Italy are “complicated and 
require concentration.” 


Getting along with the locals 

‘Top advice for OFWs headed for the 
UK and Ireland: while the English like 
cracking jokes, they are quite sensitive 
when the joke is on them. The hand- 
books further warn OFWS to minimize, 
ог altogether, avoid jokes about their 
royalty, politics, and religion, as these 
are insolent topics for the English. 

On the other hand, the pamphlet for 
Italy-bound OFWs describes the stan- 
dard Italian business greeting: a hand- 
shake and a business card. The pam- 
phlet also advises OFWs to wait for the 
Italians to address you in a first name 
basis, before calling them by their given 
first names. 

In Japan, respect is shown to one's 
employer by giving a "bow" which is 
the most popular way of greeting there. 
Another sign of respect when talking to 
Japanese is the addition of “зап” to 
one's last name such as "Hamada-san." 

Also, avoid giving sharp objects or any 
“four” things as gifts to Japanese, as these. 
spell bad luck or death to them. Be atten- 
tive as there are also offices and houses 
where shoes or sandals need to be re- 
moved before one can enter the premises. 

‘The handbooks for Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE also reiterate some activities 
that are prohibited and may lead to im- 


prisonment, deportation, lashing, or 
even death. These activities include 
‘consumption of alcohol and drugs, tak- 
ing pictures of women and the military, 
homosexual activity and pornography, 
derogatory remarks on Islam or the 
Royal Family, public worship of other 
religion, man and woman living togeth- 
erwithout any relationship, and movies 
and music in public, among others. 

The women in these Middle East 
countries are also expected to dress 
conservatively with long sleeves and 
long skirts. It is best, notes the booklets, 
to wear a headscarf and an “Abaya,” a 
black cloth that covers the whole body. 

Dress codes in Italy, UK and Ireland, 
on the other hand, are relatively infor- 
mal. However, business suits are recom- 
mended when attending business meet- 
ings and formal parties in Italy. In the 
UK and Ireland, the pamphlet warns, 
one can actually be arrested for inde- 
cent behavior so one needs to “dress 
properly when going out.” 


How to get along with employers 

The pamphlet on Hong Kong, absent 
with guidelines on how to interact with 
other Hong Kong civilians other than 
the employer himself or herself, seems 
to be directed for domestic workers 
bound for the country. It discusses at 
length reminders on how to get along 
with Hong Kong employers: diligence 
in working for long hours fast and effi 
ciently, and properly asking permission 
if leaving workstation or if planning on 
entertaining guests. 

Aside from these country-specific so- 
cialization tips, the pamphlets also in- 
clude general behavior guidelines that 
apply wherever. Topping this set of tips: 
“Make it a point to be punctual. Ditch 
"Filipino Time'" Cleanliness whenever, 
wherever—may it be in the workplace 
or outside, in the city—is also stressed. 
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DOT hopes ‘they 
shall return’ 


By Linda B. Bolido 


THE DEPARTMENT 
of Tourism (DOT) is 
asking Filipinos in 
North America not 
just to call home like 
ET tried to do, but to 
come home. 

And they are pro- 
viding some rather 
hard-oresist entice- 
ments to lure them 
back like free plane 
tickets, discounted ho- 
tel accommodations, a 
balikbayan boxful of prizes and a fully furnished 
condominium unit to be given away monthly 
and ina grand annual raffle draws. 

The campaign, "The Philippines: Explore. Ex- 
perience. Return," will be formally launched dur- 
ing the annual Fiesta Filipina celebrations today. 
at the Civic Center Plaza in San Francisco, Cali- 
fomia. The celebrations usher in the observance 
of Independence Day tomorrow. 

‘Though the campaign will also be directed at 
North Americans, Canadians and US citizens, 
special focus will be given to the millions of Fil 
ipinos residing in those two countries, particular- 
ly younger generations who have only vague or. 
по memories whatsoever of the Philippines. 


EXPLORE, Ў 
EXPERIENCE, 
RETURN: The logo 
is an invitation for 
the overseas 
Filipinos 

to come home. 


Long-term investments 

Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace Durano pointed 
out during a media briefing at the Makati 
Shangri-La, where he also introduced the cam- 
paign's major partners, residents of those two 
countries who were of Filipino descent repre- 
sented not just sources of traditional tourism rev- 
enues but might also be tapped for long-term in- 
vestments like real estate. 

Durano said DOT's campaigns last year fo- 
cused on three major Asian markets—Japan, 
China and Korea. Now that a fairly satisfactory 
number of tourist arrivals was being registered 
from those three countries, the department de- 
cided “to look for sources that would RII the gap 
during the second and third quarters of the year,” 
lean seasons for the local travel industry. This 
will maximize use of facilities particularly in the 
light of recent expansions. 

It is estimated that Canada and the US 
now host 3.3 million people of Filipino de- 
scent. Last year, Durano said only less than 
600,000 arrivals belonging to this group 
were registered, a small percentage of the 
total. 


Alternative vacation spots 

The multi-pronged campaign aims to encour- 
age North American passport holders to consider 
the Philippines as an alternative vacation, 
spot—explore and experience it and really get to 
know the place. Durano said the "balikbayan" 
box would, їп fact, contain items representative 
of a country very much into the 21st century “to 
change the perception that we are still back- 
ward.” 


Of course, getting Filipinos to retur to their 
native land—and non Filipinos to revisit as often 
as possible—is an equally important goal. 

During the San Francisco celebrations, 50: 
free round-trip plane tickets courtesy of 
Philippine Airlines will be raffled off during 
the Wowowee segment of the event. 

‘An online raffle promo will give away 250. 
more free seats via PAL. Those interested can 
simply log on to www.experiencephilippines ph. 
fora chance to win one of those seats. 

The second phase of the campaign called 
"Outofthe-box" offers literally а mixed 
bag—rather box—of goodies from such spon- 
sors as Abenson, American Eye Center, Avis, 
Globe Telecom, Kuok Group and Philippine 
National Bank, including discounted hotel ac- 
commodations and a fully furnished condo- 
minium unit. 


By Isabel T. Escoda 


EACH YEAR HONG KONGS 
major newspaper, the South 
China Morning Post, runs a 
survey of the number of for- 
eigners in the territory. For 
over two decades the list has 
been topped by Filipinos, fol- 
lowed by Americans, Britons, 
Australians, Europeans, Indi- 
ans, Thais, Sri Lankans and 
Nepalis. Invariably the report 
states that the large Philippine 
community is composed main- 
ly of female domestics, as are 
those from Thailand, Sri Lan- 
ka, Nepal and India. 

Oddly, Americans outnum- 
ber Britons in this former 
British colony. Even though a 
number of retired colonial offi- 
cials and businessmen have 
chosen to retire in what is 
known today as China's "Spe- 
cial Administrative Region” 
(SAR), the American presence 
is larger, reflecting their busi- 
ness connections and invest- 
ments. As a gateway to China, 
Hong Kong naturally attracts 
Western companies seeking to 
tap into the mainland's boom- 
ing economy. 

Westerners in Hong Kong 


protected 


residents,” Indonesian 


ness, few 
the зо 


partment 


as capable workers, 


economy was in as much trouble 
as the Philippines’, also that the 
Indonesian government saw how 
the OFW's remittances have been 
propping up the Philippine econ- 
‘omy. So they too began the busi- 
ness of exporting their wom- 
en—something ironic for an is- 
lamic country, given that Muslim 
women have traditionally been 


dependence. Desperate economic 
times apparently call for desper- 
ate measures, hence the growing 
numbers of their women export- 
ed to places like Malaysia, Singa- 
pore and Hong Kong. 

Sadly, this commodification of 
women from developing coun- 
tries has become such big busi- 


nations’ societies. Much of this, 
according to a recent US state de- 


human trafficking on such a scale 
that the practice today is the third 
largest international trade, next 
to that of drugs and weapons. 
‘The 290-page report, titled “Traf- 
ficking in Person 
lines in grim detail thousands of 
cases of women and children kept 
in virtual slavery, is dedicated toa 
young Indonesian named Nour 


and not given much in- 


people look askance at 
costs to the exporting 


report, has resulted іп m: 


country. 


which out- 


Miyati. Nour worked as a maid 
for four years in the Middle East 
for an employer who kept her 
confined, withheld her wages 
and tortured her so severely, she 
lost fingers and feet that had de- 
veloped gangrene. 


Suicides and abuses 

Cases of abuse of Filipinas in 
Hong Kong have, over the years, 
been sporadic--unlike in Singa- 
pore where an irate employer 
once burned her Indonesian maid 
with an iron, and about a thou- 
sand Indonesians fell out of high- 
rise buildings last year, reportedly 
suicides. In Hong Kong today 
thanks to NGOs and other agen- 
cies that look after the migrant 
workers welfare, extreme abuse. 
is rare. But too many Pinays still 
put up with their employers’ un- 
fair treatment because the alter- 
at home is penury, a state. 
of affairs that began when Маг 
cos started to impoverish this 


When the export of Pinays 
started in the 1970s, no training 
was given to the women who to- 
day still pay exorbitant fees to re- 
cruitment agencies. Many then 
were ill prepared to face alien 
cultures in places like Hong Kong, 


Indonesians set to overtake Pinays in Hong Kong 


are usually referred to as “expa- 
triates,” while Filipino maids are 
called “migrant workers.” A fea- 
ture writer once jokingly suggest- 
ed that all Westerners instead be 
dubbed the migrant workers, and 
the domestics, the expats. 


Expats and OFWs 

Interestingly, even though the 
Pinays still lead the yearly list of 
foreign 
women are fast catching up, hav- 
ing swarmed into the territory in 
great numbers. As of April 30 this. 
year, the total number of Filipinos 
(which includes a few hundred 
males working as drivers and mu- 
sicians) was pegged at 119,672, 
while Indonesian women (who a 
few years ago were only a couple 
of thousands) reached 99,155 
this year. 

The number of Pinay domes- 
tics peaked in the late 1990$ and 
early 2000 because of their repu- 
tation 
and—most importantly—as En- 
glish speakers. However, after the 
Asian economic meltdown and 
the SARS scare, the numbers 
tumbled. Not long after the econ- 
оту began picking up again, In- 
donesian women began arriving. 
It was obvious that their country's 


tictraining. 


Japan and Saudi Arabia, the ma- 
jor receiving nations. But after 
growing reports of employer 
abuse and occasional suicides, 
the Philippine government belat- 
edly initiated some token domes- 


‘The Indonesian government, by 
contrast, after having recruiters troll 
for young women in kampongs 
(barrios), place the women in rain- 
ing centers where they pay a fee in 
exchange for jobs abroad. They are 
confined for anywhere from three 
to six months in these centers 
which, according to Indonesian ac- 
tivist Eni Lestari, are like boot 
camps. The giris are drilled in Can- 
tonese and the basic domestic skills, 
and also taught how to make remit- 
tances. Today there's a big demand 
for Indonesian servans in places 
like Singapore, Malaysia and Hong 
Kong. Sadly many of them end up 
in extreme servitude because they 
have not been informed of their 
rights and have no protection once 
they're abroad. Ms Lestari says its 
pointless seeking help from the In- 
donesian Consulate in Hong Kong 
because the officials themselves ac- 
tively promote the hiring of their 
nationals and brook no complaints 
of abuse from the women. They al- 
so tum a blind eye when Hong 


Kong employers pay the Indone- 
sians less than the minimum 
‘wage and dont give them the re- 
quired weekly day off. This is a 
major reason employers now 
prefer to hire Indonesians who 
are easier to browbeat than 
Pinays. 


Exporting women 

Malaysia also prefers the In- 
donesians because of their com- 
mon Bahasa language, and there 
have been cases of employers 
keeping the women in, virtual 
bondage because they're ineeker 
than the more savvy Pinays. А 
Malaysian housewife once told 
me, "I wouldnt hire a Filipina 
because theyre too smart for 
their own good.” 

So the vicious cycle continues, 
While poverty remains rampant 
in many Asian countries, women. 
will be exported to generate rev- 
enue for their governments, And 
so long as recruiters and employ- 
ers look on them as commodi- 
ties, all too often they will be 
subjected to vile treatment. As 
US Secretary of State Con- 
doleezza Rice declared recently, 
“The harsh reality of human taf- 
ficking stuns even the hardest of 
hears.” 
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BEIT LAHIYA, GAZA STRIP—ON A WARM 
summer day, Palestinian farmer Ali Ghalia 
headed to the beach, looking fora little enjoy- 
ment with his family. 

Та a split second, six family members were 
gone, struck by an errant Israeli shell. It was the 
second time in less than two years that family 
members had been killed in an Israeli attack. 

Ali Ghalia had taken his two wives and nine 
children on the trip, and the family was enjoy- 
ing a picnic when the Israeli artillery shell hit 
them. 

“This was his frst day at the beach this sum- 
тег. He was taking his kids to play” said the 
‘man’s sister-in-law, Nasreen Ghalia. 

Ali Ghalia, 45, was killed. One of his two 
wives and three children were among the dead. 

‘One of the survivors was a 7-year-old girl, 
Hadeel, who remained hospitalized with shrap- 
nel in her neck and unaware that she had lost 
her parents and siblings. Three half-brothers 
and sisters and her stepmother lay in other hos- 
pitals, some in serious condition. 

"Hadeel is now an orphan,” Nasreen, who 
was not atthe family picnic, said in an interview 
at the Gaza hospital where the girl was being 
treated. The family ordered visitors not to break 
the news to the gil 

Israel frequently targets open areas in the 
northern Gaza Strip used by Palestinian mili- 
tants to launch homemade rockets toward Is- 
rael. Repeated Israeli airstrikes and artillery fire 
have done little to halt the crude rockets, which 
Тала in Israel almost every day. The rockets are 
highly inaccurate but have been fatal. 

‘While Israel has urged civilians to stay away 
from the launching areas, there have been other 
civilian casualties recently. In early April, an 8- 
year-old girl was killed by tank shells hit her 
house, and last month, three family members, 
including a 6-year-old boy, were killed in an Is- 
таей airstrike aimed as they drove in а car. The 
missile had been aimed at a militant traveling in 
anearby vehicle. 

Israel's military chief, Lt. Gen. Dan Halutz, 


Blind poet 
designs 
‘seeing 
machine’ 


CAMBRIDGE, MASS.--A LEGALLY 
blind poet at the Massachusets In- 
stitute of Technology has designed a 
"seeing machine” that allows peo- 
„ple with limited vision to see faces 
‘of friends, read or study the layouts 
of buildings they intend to visit. 

The device, which MIT esti- 
mates costs about $4,000 to man- 
ufacrure, plugs into a personal 
computer and uses light-emitting 
diodes to project selected images 
into a person’s eye, allowing visu- 
ally impaired users to see words or 
pictures. 

“The advantage of this kind of 
display is there's no extraneous 
stuff in your peripheral vision that 
ges in the way" Elizabeth 
Goldring, who has published three 
volumes of poetry, said in an inter- 
view. “The image gets projected 
right onto the retina.” 

The device, which Goldring 
calls a “seeing machine,” is housed 
їп a box that measures about 30 
‘em (12 inches) by 15 em (6 inch- 
es) by 15cm. 

The seeing machine is not wear- 
able and would not allow one to 
easily navigate through a crowd- 
ей, unfamiliar space. But it helps a 
user study a color image, such as 
printed words, pictures of people 
ог room layouts. It only works for 
people with some living retina 
cells and a completely blind per- 
son would not be able to use the 
device. 

It was tested on 10 people with 
limited vision—the majority of 
whom were legally blind, meaning 
they can see nothing smaller than 
the large "E" on an eye chart. The 
majority could see the images and 
recognize simple words. Reuters 
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Family loses 6 members in Israeli Gaza shelling 


ordered a halt to artillery attacks while an in- 
vestigation was launched into Fridays incident. 

“| express deep regret over the fact that unin- 
volved persons have been hit,” Maj. Gen. Yoav 
Galant, Israel's southern commander, told re- 
porters. "We shall uy to find a way to ensure not 
to harm the uninvolved.” 

More than 30 beachgoers were wounded Fr 
day, the weekend in Gaza. 

‘Kamal Ghobn, a 41 year old, who had just ar- 
rived with his extended family to the beach in 
the afternoon, said he saw four shells, two of 


BURMA—BURMAS 


eastern Karen state. 
Her doctor, 


her,” he said 
US яше 


League for 


as Myanmar. 


department 
spokesperson Sean McCormack 
оп Friday expressed concern at 
reports of her illness, while at the 
time saying he was unable to con- 
firm the information, which ap- 
parently came from exiles origi- 
nally from Burma—also known 


"We would call upon the 
Burmese government to provide 


them landed close to him. He suffered shrapnel 
wounds to his waist. The rest of his family es- 
caped uninjured. 

The barrage scattered body parts along the 
beach, destroyed a tent and sent bloody beach 
blankets into the air A panicked crowd quickly 
gathered, screaming and running around in 
confusion. 

One young girl screamed hysterically and 
threw herself on the sand. "Father! Father!” she 
screamed, gesturing toward the motionless 
body of a man lying nearby AP 


Suu Kyi hospitalized 


RANGOON, 
democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi 
was briefly hospitalized this week 
but was on Saturday resting at home 
where she remains under house ar- 
rest, a party spokesperson said. 

Reports of her iliness had earli- 
er prompted the US State Depart- 
ment to say it was "very con- 
cerned” and call on the country's 
military rulers to ensure she re- 
ceived prompt treatment. 

“Lunderstand that she went for 
treatment to hospital on Friday, 
but she is now back at her home,” 
said Nyan Win, a spokesperson 
for the National 
Democracy, adding that the oppo- 
sition leader was treated for 
acute diarrhea. 

Burma's police chief, Major 
General Khin Yi, said she had 
been treated by her personal doc- 
tor on Thursday and that said she 
маз currently resting at home. 


“She is at her house now. She 
was suffering from diarrhea," he 
told reporters while travelling in 


‘Myo Win, could 
not be reached for comment, but 
the NLD spokesperson said that 
he might be caring for her inside 
the lakeside home where she is 
confined under house arrest. 

“It is possible that Doctor Tin 
Myo Win and his wife are with 
her at this moment looking after 


AUNG San Suu Kyi 


Aung San Suu Kyi any and all 
medical assistance that she might 
need and to do so expeditiously 
and to ensure her safety during 
any treatment,” he told reporters. 

Defying international de- 
mands for her freedom, Burma's 
military rulers in late May ex- 
tended Aung San Suu Kyi's house 
arrestforanother year. AFP 


IT’S HOT! WHO CARES WHAT CITY HALL THINKS? 
People cool off by running through fountains in the city center of Manchester, northern England June 9. 


euros 


IMAGE grab taken froma TV 
footage shows a Palestinian girl 
as she weeps next to the body of 
her father killed in Israeli shelling 
on a beach in the northern Gaza 
Strip, June 9. Seven Palestinians, 
including two children, were 
killed in the Israeli shelling of the. 
northern Gaza Strip's seafront. 
The deaths raised the death toll 
from Israeli strikes to 14 in less 
than 24hours. лт 
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Hamas ends 
ceasefire 
with rockets 


GAZA—HAMAS LAUNCHED 
rockets at Israel on Saturday, for- 
mally ending a 16-month-old 
truce, after blaming Israeli ar- 
tillery fire for the killing of seven 
Palestinians relaxing on a Gaza 
beach. 

Amid the bloodshed, officials 
said President Mahmoud Abbas 
was weighing whether to go 
ahead with a planned an- 
nouncement later in the day to 
order a referendum on a state- 
hood proposal, opposed by 
Hamas, that implicitly recog- 
nizes Israel. 

The manifesto penned by 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli 
jails is at the heart of Abbas's 
power struggle with Hamas, an 
Islamic militant group dedicat- 
ed to Israel's destruction that 
came to power after a January 
election. 

An Israeli army spokesperson. 
said six rockets were fired from 
Gaza overnight but it was still 
unclear whether any had landed 
inside Israeli territory. 

"This is only the start and 
rocket firings will continue," 
said a spokesperson for Hamas's 
zz el-Deen al-Qassam Brigades, 
а group that carried out nearly 
60 suicide bombings in Israel 
since the start of a Palestinian 
uprising in 2000. Reuters 


DETROIT—A 16YEAR-OLD 
honor student from Michigan 
tricked her parents into getting 
her a passport and then flew 
off to the Mideast to be with a 
West Bank man she met on 
MySpace.com, authorities say. 

US officials in Jordan per- 
suaded her to turn around and 
go home before she reached 
the West Bank. She returned 
home Friday. 

Katherine R. Lester is а 
straight-A student and student 
council member, her father 
said. "She's a good girl. Never 
had a problem with her,” Terry 
Lester said 

MySpace.com is a social net- 
working website with more 
than 72 million members that 
lets users post photos, blogs 
and journals. There have been 
scattered accounts of sexual 
predators targeting minors 
they met through the site 

Katherine disappeared Mon- 
day after talking her family in- 
to getting her a passport by 
saying she was going to Cana- 
da with friends, sheriffs offi 
cials said. She apparently 
planned to visit a man whose 
MySpace account describes 
him as a 25-year-old from Jeri- 
cho, Undersheriff James 
Jashinske said. 

‘The FBI traced the teenager 
to a Wednesday flight from 
New York's Kennedy Airport to 
Tel Aviv, Israel. At a scheduled 
stop in Amman, Jordan, US of- 
ficials persuaded her to return 
home, FBI agent Robert Beeck- 
man said 

Television news footage 
showed Katherine waving as 
she walked across a tarmac at 
Bishop International Airport in 
Flint late Friday. She was taken 


US teen who tried to see 
man from Jericho returns 


LESTER » 


toa private area to be reunited 
with her family. 

Katherine apparently con- 
tacted the man from Jericho 
about three months ago, 
Jashinske said. Jericho, a city 
of 17,000, is a relatively calm 
area ofthe volatile West Bank. 

MySpace forbids youngsters 
13 and under from joining and 
provides special protections 
for those 14 and 15—only peo- 
ple on their list of friends can 
view their profiles, Older users 
also have the option of restrict- 
ing certain personal data so it 
can be seen only by people they 
have identified as friends. 

Shawn Lester told The Sagi- 
naw News that her daughter 
has “never given me a days 
trouble ... 1 just don't under- 
stand with ай these new laws 
protecting America how a 16- 
year-old kid could get out of 
the country" She said her 
daughter never had a 
boyfriend and seemed to be 
content with that. 

The age of consent in Michi- 
gan is 16; Katherine turns 17 
on June 21. AP 


NY mayor’s takeover of school system praised, assailed 


By Nahal Toosi 


NEW YORK—FOUR YEARS AFTER 
taking control of New Yorks strug- 
gling school system, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg has earned praise from 
many education observers across 
the country. The mayor of Los Ange- 
les is using New York as a model for 
his push to take over that city’s 
school system. 

But in Bloomberg's own city, the 
reviews are far less flattering. Crit- 
ics complain about a lack of checks 
and balances and some former 
supporters of mayoral control hope 
to strip away some power when 
the Legislature considers reautho- 
rizing the arrangement in 2009. 

“What has happened ... is that if 
you agree with the mayor its fan- 
tastic. But all those parents who 


disagree with the mayor, they get 
left out in the cold, and the same in 
respect to teacher 
union president Randi Weingarten, 
who backed the idea when it was 
signed into law in June 2002. 

‘Bloomberg has rebuffed the no- 
tion of changing the system. 

“1 think that if you want to de- 
stroy the progress, that's as good а 
prescription as any" he said earlier 
this year. “Accountability has to be 
accountability, end of story" 

‘The New York school system 
was centralized in 2002 after 
Bloomberg convinced state law- 
makers he could run the 1.1 mil- 
lion-student system, the nation's 
largest, more efficiently. 

Bloomberg and his chancellor, 
former federal prosecutor Joel 
Klein, introduced uniform reading 


said teachers 


ondary schools. 


holding back 


take the issue to court. 


and math curricula in most of the 
system's 1,400-plus schools. They 
embraced charter schools and 
started more than 150 small sec- 


When Bloomberg faced opposi- 
tion, he got rid of it. In 2004, ће " 
mayor fired two of his appointees 
to the Panel for Educational Policy 
and engineered the removal of a 
third member to get the group to 
approve one of his biggest reforms: 
-graders 

score poorly on standardized tests. 

More recently, parent groups 
have clashed with the mayor over a 
longtime ban оп student cell 
phones in schools. Bloomberg has 
refused to lift the ban despite ral- 
lies, petitions and parents’ vows to 


“Teachers say they need more 


flexibility than what the uniform 
curriculum offers. Early in the 
takeover, teachers found their bul- 
letin boards and classroom decora- 
tions monitored—micromanage- 
‘ment run amok, they said. 
sople are not able to teach in 
an individual manner—everything 
is im a prescribed manner,” said 
Ron Isaac, an English teacher in the 
citys Queens borough and vocal 
ion member. “There is a climate 
of intimidation.” 

Bloomberg and Klein point to 
improved fourth-grade test scores 
and high demand for charter and 
small schools as evidence of suc- 
cess. Critics counter with a stag- 
nant graduation rate (54 percent 
the rosicst estimate) and poor 
eighth-grade test results. 

Earlier this year, Los Angeles 


who 


Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa visited 
New York schools and praised 
Bloomberg's management. Los An- 
geles’ sprawling school system, the 
nation’s second largest, struggles 
with low test scores and high drop 
ош rates. 

Villaraigosa says mayoral con- 
trol would reduce bureaucracy and 
increase efficiency. His plan, which 
faces opposition from teachers 
unions and members of the Board 
of Education, must be approved by 
state lawmakers. 

School leaders in Massachusetts 
and Connecticut are also interest- 
ed in New York's version of may- 
oral control, Klein said. 

Few, if any, of Bloomberg's critics 
are enamored by the prospect of a 
теит to the previous decentral- 
ization. Yet even some state legisla- 


tors say they'd consider modifica- 
tions. Bloomberg, who made bil- 
lions in the business world, has ap- 
proached the schools as a chief ex- 
ecutive, state Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver said. 

“Even im corporate America 
there is an annual shareholders 
meeting and the stockholders do 
vote, and the parents to some ex- 
tent are the stockholders," Silver 
said. 

A request to Bloomberg's press 
office for an interview was referred 
10 Deputy Mayor Dennis Walcott, 
who defended the system, 

“4 think the pluses... of mayoral 
control have been significant, 1 
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Indonesia's Mount Merapi’s lava dome has swelled, which may suddenly collapse and send scalding clouds of gas and racks into towns. AF 
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Aussie peacekeepers 
ready to disarm rebs 


DILI—AN —— AUSTRALIAN-LED. 
multinational peacekeeping force. 
is prepared to disarm and contain. 
rebel soldiers in East Timor if 
asked to do so by the authorities, 
its commander said Saturday. 

Asked if the peacekeepers were 
prepared to step in, disarm rebel 
soldiers and contain them to pre- 
vent violence from escalating fur- 
ther, Brigadier Michael Slater 
said: "We have the military capac- 
йу to do that when the time is 
right.” 

East Timor President Xanana 
Gusmao is working to keep the se- 
curity situation stable and “bring 
people (together) for reconcilia- 
tion,” Slater told reporters. 

But he said the Joint Task Force 
of peacekeepers from four nations 
would not act unilaterally and 
will allow Gusmao to sort things 
out with rebel soldiers still holed 
up in mountain areas outside Dili 

“What сапт afford to do is act 
preemptively and disrupt negoti- 
ating going on. Itis a very fine bal- 
ance and people are walking that 


Al-Zarqawi survived bomb attack 


Terrorist tried to escape and later died of his wounds, US says 


BAGHDAD, IRAQ—ABU MUSAB AL-ZARQAWI 
could barely speak, but he struggled and tried to 
get away from American soldiers as he lay dying 
ona stretcher in the ruins of his hideout. 


The US forces recognized his 
face, and knew they had the lead- 
er of al-Qaida in Iraq. 

Initially the US military had 
said al-Zarqawi was killed out- 
right, But Friday new details 
emerged of his final moments. 

For three years, al-Zarqawi or- 
chestrated horrific acts of vio- 
Тепсе guided by his extremist vi- 
sion of jihad, or holy war--first 


N. Zealand 


WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND- 
—A man who had close links to 
one of the Sept. 11, 2001, hijack- 
ers was deported from New 
Zealand last month after officials 
discovered his true identity and 
learned he had been taking pilot 
lessons in the country, the gov- 
ernment said Saturday. 


REALLY FIRST CLASS 
Astamp bearing the 
photograph and signature of 
actress Judy Garland, whose 
famous role was Dorothy in 
“The Wizard of Oz,” as 
released by the United States 
Postal Service. In honor of 
‘what would have been the 
star's 84th birthday, the. 
commemorative 39-cent first 
class stamp will be available in 
New York only on June 10, 
and willbe released 
nationwide on June 12. 


against the US soldiers he consid- 
ered occupiers of Arab lands, 
then against the Shiites he con- 
sidered infidels. 

Оп Wednesday, the US military 
tracked him to a house northwest 
of Baghdad, and blew it up with 
two 500-pound (225-kilogram) 
bombs. 

Al-Zarqawi somehow тап. 
aged to survive the impact of the 


bombs, weapons so powerful 
they tore a huge crater in the date 
palm forest where the house was 
nestled just outside the town of 
Bagouba. 

Iraqi police reached the scene 
first, and found the 39-year-old 
al-Zarqawi alive. 

“He mumbled something, but 
it was indistinguishable and it 
was very short,” Maj. Gen. 
William Caldwell, spokesperson 
for US-led forces in Iraq, said Fri- 
day of the Jordanian-born terror- 
ists last words. 

Iraqi police pulled him from 
the flattened home and placed 


him on a makeshift stretcher. US 
troops arrived, saw that al-Zar- 
дам! was conscious, and tried to 
provide medical treatment, the 
spokesperson said. 

“He obviously had some kind 
of visual recognition of who they 
were because he attempted to roll 
off the stretcher, as Lam told, and 
get away, realizing it was the US 
military,” Caldwell told Pentagon 
reporters via videoconference 
from Baghdad. 

A-Zarqawi "attempted to, sort 
of, turn away off thestretcher,” he 
said. "Everybody re-secured him 
back onto the stretcher, but he 


died almost immediately there- 
after from the wounds ће re- 
ceived from this airstrike.” 

So much blood covered al-Zar- 
qawis body that US forces 
cleaned him up before taking 
photographs. "Despite the fact 
that this person actually had no 
regard for human life, we were 
not going to treat him in the same. 
manner," Caldwell said. 

The airstrike killed two other 
men and three women who were 
in the house, but only al-Zarqawi 
and his spiritual adviser have 
been positively identified, he 
said. AP 


deports man linked to 9/11 terror attacker 


Rayed Mohammed Abdullah 
Ali, a Yemeni, was deported to 
Saudi Arabia on May 30 because 
his presence in New Zealand 
posed a security threat, Immi- 
gration Minister David Cunliffe 
said. 

Hedeclined to give details, but 
said authorities did not have any 


evidence of any specific plans for 
a terrorist attack. 

The US congressional investi- 
gation into the Sept. 11, 2001, at- 
tacks in the United States said 
Rayed Abdullah was a friend of 
Saudi Arabian Hani Hanjour, one 
of the terrorists aboard American 
Airlines flight 77 that was flown 


Scaredy-cat bear treed 


WEST MILFORD, NEW JERSEY- 
—A black bear picked the wrong 
yard for a jaunt, running into a 
territorial tabby who ran the fur- 
ry beast up a tree—twice. 

Jack, a 15-pound (7-kilogram) 
orange and white cat, keeps a close 
vigil on his property often chasing 
small animals, but his owners and 
neighbors say his latest escapade 
was surprising. 

“We used to joke, Jack's on duty 
never knowing hed go after а 
bear.” owner Donna Dickey told 
The Star-Ledger of Newark. 

Neighbor Suzanne Giovanetti 
first spotted Jack's accomplishment. 
after her husband saw a bear climb 


a tree on the edge of their northern 
New Jersey property on Sunday. 
Giovanetti thought Jack was sim- 
ply looking up at the bear, but soon 
realized the much larger animal 
was afraid of the hissing cat. 

After about 15 minutes, the bear 
descended and tried to run away, 
but Jack chased it up another tree, 

Dickey, who feared for her cat, 
then called Jack home and the bear 
scurried back to the woods. 

"He doesn't want anybody in his 
yard,” Dickey said, 

Bear sightings are not unusual in. 
West Milford, which experts con- 
sider one of the state's most bear- 
populated areas, AP 


JACK, a 15- 
pound orange- 
and-white cat, 
(Close-up photo 
at left) testily 
watchesa treed 
black bear 
terrified of the 
catina 
backyard in 
West Milford, 

NJ. June 4. 


into the Pentagon, and attended a 
flight school in Arizona, where 
Hanjour also received training. 

“He was directly associated 
with persons responsible for the 
terrorist attacks in the United 
States on Sept. 11, 2001," Cun- 
liffe said in a statement. 

Rayed Abdullah was deported 


one day after he was arrested in 
Palmerston North on New 
Zealand's North Island, where he 
was taking pilot training lessons. 
“Не was building up his flying 
hours flying with an instructor, 
Held previously trained as a pilot 
in the United States,” Cunliffe 


very fine line at the moment,” 
Slater stressed. 
"If anyone acts independently 
but does something that 
doesn’t seem acceptable to all 
parties, then we run the risk of 
creating more turmoil than what 
we have already seen,” he said. 

East Timor, Asia's youngest na- 
tion, was plunged into civil unrest 
after Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri 
fired 600 soldiers in March. 

The group, nearly half the en- 
tire military force of the coun 
had complained of being discri 
nated against because of their ori- 
gins in the west of the country. 

The sacking plunged East Tim- 
or into chaos. Twenty-one people 
died last month as sporadic bat- 
tles between rival soldiers, and 
soldiers and police, descended in- 
to gang clashes and led the gov- 
ernment to appeal for foreign 
help. 

More than 2,000 foreign sol- 
diers and police are now deployed 
in Dili but scattered arson, looting 
and gunplay continues. AFP 


E 
AL-ZAWAHIRI ina video grab. ar 


Al-Qaida 
No. 2 lauds 
al-Zarqawi 


CAIRO, Egypt—AL-QAIDAS NO. 
2 praised Abu Musab al-Zarqawi 
in a videotape broadcast on an 
Arab satellite network, but did 
not mention his death in a US 
airstrike, suggesting the tape was 
made earlier. 

Ayman al-Zawahri focused on po- 
litical developments in the Palestini- 
an territories, Sudan and Egypt in 
the tape broadcast Friday by the Al- 
Jazeera network.The video is the 
sixth al-Zawahri has issued this year. 

An AlJazeera anchorman. said 
the tape was made before al-Zar- 
qawis death was announced Thurs 
day because al-Zawahri praised the 
al-Qaida in Iraq leaders efforts to 
confront US ed forces in Iraq. 

“God bless the prophet of Islam in 
та, the persistent hero of Islam, the 
Holy Warrior Abu Musab alZar- 
gawi,” al-Zawahri said. 

He also sent greetings to the Shu- 
ra Council of Mujahedeen in Iraq 
and insurgents, "who are con- 
fronting crusaders and their apostate 
aides and the merchants of religion." 

The network did not say how it 
obtained the recording. It broadcast 
about six minutes of the approxi- 
mately 17 minute-long recording, an 
editor there told The Associated 
Press. 

‘The authenticity of the tape could 
not immediately be confirmed inde- 
pendently, 

In Washington, US State Depart- 
ment spokesperson Sean MeCorma- 
ck said: " know the intelligence 
community has done an assessment 
of the tape and confirmed it is Za- 
wahis voice.” 

^ US counterterrorism official, 
who spoke on condition of anonymi- 
ty while events were unfolding, said 
goverment experts were doing a 
technical analysis of the video, but 
there was no reason to doubt its au- 
thenticity. AP 
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WHAT's INSIDE 
E Germans rap 
Costa Rica XI 

ш Ecuador /A27 
trounces 
Poland, 2-0/A27 


B Federer, 
Nadal 
dispute 
French Open 
crown /A28 


Harbour Centre rips 
Toyota, levels series 


GAME TUESDAY (Olivarez Sports Center) 
З pan—Toyota Otis vs Harbour Centre (Game 3-Finals) 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


IT WAS THE SAME SCENARIO BUT ROLES WERE 


reversed this time. 


‘The Harbour Centre Portmasters, 
starring their streak-shooting back- 
court trio, overwhelmed the Toyota 
Otis Sparks, 78-63, to level the best-of- 
five PBL Unity Cup tile series at 1-1 
yesterday at the Olivarez Sports Cen- 
ter in Parafiaque. 

‘The Portmasters snatched control 
quite early, with Joseph Yeo firing 17 
of his 25 points in the first half. LA 
Tenorio then took over, pouring in 12 
‘of his 16 markers in the last two quar- 
iters with backup guard Chico Lanete 
drilling in 11 of his 14 points in the fi- 
nal period. 

“Joseph and LA stepped up, the guys 
that didn't play well in the first game,” 
said Harbour Centre coach Jorge Gal- 
lent. “Our defense played out well. 


Our big men, our backcourt, everyone 
played well." 

The Portmasters recovered from 
their horrendous 26 percent shooting 
in Game 1 which the Sparks won, 68- 
51. 

‘This time, he Sparks could hit only 
29 percent of their shots 

‘Toyota Otis, though, still kept fight- 
ing after the break. Trailing 24-32 at 
halftime, the Sparks opened the third 
period with a 6-0 run to cut the lead by 
two, 32-30. 

But Rob Reyes, who scored all of his 
eight points in the third quarter, pow- 
ered the Portmasters out front anew, 
47-39. 

‘Tenorio continued the Portmasters’ 
scoring tear with an undergoal stab, 


followed by a three-pointer. The star 
point guard then capped his solo show 
with arunning jumper for 54-42 at the 
end of third period. 

‘Then it was Lanete's turn to get hot, 
burying two triples in the opening 
minutes to stretch the lead to 60-46. 

But the Sparks quickly trimmed the 
lead to 60-54 behind an 8-0 burst that 
included two triples by Boyet Bautista. 

‘The Sparks thought they found a 
late-game hero, but, unfortunately, 
Bautista fouled out with 6:44 minutes 
left. 

Visibly shaken, the Sparks wilted as 
the Portmasters stormed beyond reach 
at 73-58 with 2:30 remaining. 

The scores: 

HARBOUR CENTRE 78—Yeo 25, Tenorio 16, 
Lanete 14, Reyes 8, Maletoter 4, Gaco 4, 
Coching 3, Chia 3, Dy 1, Arana 0, Alonzo 0, Game 
boso. 

TOYOTA OTIS 63—Aban 17, Bautista 15, 
Coronel 8, Andaya 7, Aldave 6, Devance б, Al 
caraz 2, Daa 2, Fajardo 0, Rodriguez 0, Oreta 0, 
Casio 0 

Quarters: 12-10, 32-24, 54-42, 78:63 
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CASTROL HAS ALWAYS UNDERSTOOD. 


Is always ben more than justa ca сати, redo for he 

an identity and to some an obsession that requires more than 
Just ой for potecuon. Castrol has shared te ame pasion. For over one 
hundred milion people worldwide, Castrol has beer more than just oi 
IRS Been at one with drivers and their crs. And for over one hundred 
years it been the ой that's helped advance the performance of the 
engines that power can far and wide, 
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Belmont 
Stakes up 


NEW YORK—THE 
Kentucky Derby win- 
mer is recovering 
from a life-threaten- 
ing injury at a hospi- 
tal in Pennsylvania, 
and the Preakness 
winner will remain in 
his bam for Satur- 
day's 138th Belmont 
Stakes. 

Without Barbaro 
and Bernardini, the 
final leg of the Triple 
Crown will be any- 
thing but a “Test of 
the Champion.” 

"Its the test of the 
leftovers,” trainer 
Bob Baffert joked Fri 
day morning, “I 
mean champions. 

For the first time in 
years, there's litle to 
get excited about 
heading into the 1% 
mile (2.4 kilometer) 
Belmont. “Clearly it is 
not as exciting when 
there isnt a Triple 
Crown prospect, but 
that doesnt mean I 
want to win the Bel- 
mont any less,” trainer 
‘Todd Pletcher said. AP 
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SundaySPORTS 
zE Alaska seeks clincher; 
| Kings, Bulls break tie 


JOSEPH Yeo (right) of Harbour Centre defies the defense put up by 
Dennis Daa and Mark Andaya of Toyota Otis in Game 2 of the PBL 
finals yesterday. (Story on Page A25.) 


ROMY HOMLLADA 


GAMES TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:10 pm—Alaska vs Coca-Cola 
630 p.m.—Red Bull vs Barangay Ginebra 
Game {Alaska d. Coca-Cola, 95-94 
Game 1—Red Bull d. Ginebra, 93-86 
Game 2—Alasia d. Coca-Cola, 81-75 
Game 2—Ginebra d. Red Bul 112-103 


AS FAR AS ALASKA IS CONCERNED, 
this series is far from over. 

Though 2-0 up in their best-of five se- 
ries, coach Tim Cone believes that noth- 
ing short of continued hard work and a 
sprinkling of luck would give his Aces the 
chance to finish off Coca-Cola in Game 3 
tonight oftheir PBA Philippine Cup quar- 
terfinal duel at the Araneta Coliseum. 

“Its (the series) definitely not over,” 
said Cone after pushing the Tigers to the 
edge with a brilliant 81-75 Game 2 vic- 
tory on Friday. “We need (to win) only 
one game. They have to beat us three 
straight, but its not impossible." 

Game time is 4:10 p.m. followed 
by the Red Bull-Barangay Ginebra 
clash at 6:30. 

Alaska, the dynasty of the 1990s, is 


[KAN | Fa 


first time in six conferences and the 
Aces now have the tools to do so. 
-tournament trade acquisitions 
Willie Miller, John Ferriols and Nic 
Belasco have added depth to the Alas- 
ка rotation, while the seasoned Jef- 
frey Cariaso and Tony dela Cruz are 
playing inspired ball and have been 
consistent all tournament long. 

"Thats what you get from veteran 
guys and it rubs off on the younger 
players,” said Cone, who has also got- 
ten respectable numbers from bench 
players led by Willie Wilson and the 
young Sonny Thoss. 

Mike Cortez has dominated the 
point guard spot in the series, win- 
ning his personal battle with 1996 
MVP Johnny Abarrientos and the en- 
tire Coca-Cola rotation. 

Though down and their entire season. 
оп the line, the Tigers are not being 
written off by anyone as breaks played a 
major part in their two defeats. They 
blew a 20-point lead in Game 1 and 
flubbed control early in the fourth quar- 
ter ofthe second game. 
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it suits both of us,” said Cone. “We're 
both defense-oriented." 

The Bulls will try to bounce back 
from the 112-103 beating they got in 
Game 2 even with the Kings so de- 
pleted and all. 

"We face adversities by playing our 
hearts out," said Ginebra coach Siot 
Tanquingcen after leveling the series 
on Friday. “The key is to have faith in 
each other.” 

Rookie Mark Macapagal, a walk-in 
during the Ginebra tryouts prior to 
the conference, has so far been a reve- 
lation for the Kings. 

He was instrumental іп making 
sure that the Kings got this far and he 
was again a major factor why Ginebra 
won a game not a few thought was 
highly remote, considering the odds. 

Macapagal, the former San Sebas- 
tian hotshot in the NCAA, hit 16 ofh 
21 points in the breakaway third 
quarter that set the tone of the win, 

Eric Menk scored 35 points and 
grabbed 16 rebounds, while Mark 


seeking to make the Final Four for the 


"We played low-scoring games but 


Caguioa had 31 points and 12 re- 
bounds. June Navarro 


M. Lhuillier Devance is Unity Cup MVP Ẹ ¥ JF 


eyes sweep 
of PacMan 5 


(GENERAL SANTOS CITY—M. LHUILLIER KWAR- 
Padala-Cebu guns for a sweep of the ML Kwarta 
Padala Mindanao Visayas Basketball Association. 
(MVBA) First Conference against PacMan-GenSan 
today at the General Santos City Gym here. 

‘Mindanao division champion PacMan-Gen- 
San of boxing superstar Manny Pacquiao tries 
to avert being shut out of the best-of-five se- 
ries by winning the 6 p.m. contest. 

Game 4, if necessary, will be played tomor- 
row, while a rubber match, if needed, will be 
at the Cebu Coliseum gym in Cebu. 

‘The Jewelers won the first two games of 
the series in overwhelming fashion at 
home—101-91 in the opener last June 6 and 
92-81the next day—despite the defense-ori- 
ented play of PacMan-GenSan. 

‘The series is being supported by ML Kwarta 
Padala, Cokaliong Shipping Lines, Nature's 


By Jasmine W. Payo 

IT WAS QUITE OBVIOUS THAT FIL- 
Am Joe Devance was one of the rea- 
sons why Toyota Otis has gone from 
worst to first. 

But when Devance bagged the 
Most Valuable Player plum in the PBL 
Unity Cup yesterday, he made it clear 
that the turnaround didn't happen 
overnight. 

Quite humbly, the 6-foot-7 center 
admitted he needed time to adjust in. 
his debut in the last conference. 

“The guys in Toyota Otis, theyre the 
Teal MVP Without them I wont be 
here,” said Devance, who averaged 14.5 
points, 9.2 rebounds, 1.5 assists and 1.2 
blocks and led the Sparks to the best 
record in the elimination round. 


San Andres shares Endurocross glory 


А recruit from University of Texas-El 
Paso, Devance gamered 443.28 points 
(293.46 statistical points, 149.82 play- 
er-media votes) to also lead the mem- 
bers of the PBL First Team that had 
Magnolia Fil-Am Kelly Williams, who 
was second in the MVP balloting. 

After averaging 17.3 points, 12.8 
rebounds, 1.4 assists, the high-flying 
Williams collected 357.58 points 
(322.27 statistical points, 35.31 play- 
er-media votes). 

Rain or Shine forward Jojo Tangkay, 
the MVP of the last conference, Hapee- 
PCUS Jason Castro and Granny Goose's 
JR Quinahan joined the two Fil-Ameri- 
‘cans in the Mythical Five. 

Magnolias Arwind Santos and 
Rain or Shine's Marvin Ortiguerra led 
the second team, along with Montana 


cagers Alex Compton, Al Magpayo 
and Ken Bono. 

Larry Rodriguez, Montana's new 
recruit from the Philippine Maritime 
Institute, bagged the Fantastic Fresh- 
man award, 

Аз the most improved player this 
conference, Bono earned the Quan- 
tum Leap citation. 

Other awardees included Granny 
Goose's Jireh Ibafies as the Defensive 
Stopper, Toyota Otis guard JV Casio 
as the True Gentleman and Harbour 
Centre's Joseph Yeo as the Fan Fa- 
vorite. 

Harbour Centres LA Tenorio re- 
ceived the Academic All-Star award, 
while TeleTech mentor Jerry Codin- 
era was honored with the Quotable 
Coach citation. 


DEVANCE: Tower of power 


ranum 


Cambel rules 


VETERAN RIDER GLENN AGUILAR WON 
the Pro Open division of the 2nd leg of 2006 
Endurocross at the Timberland Heights Race- 
way in San Mateo, Rizal, but the real news- 
maker was youthful Kenneth San Andres. 

Aguilar stamped his class in the one-day 
motocross festival, but he had to share the 
spotlight with his Revtex teammate San An- 
dres, who came behind him in the premier 
Pro Open by a mere six seconds. 

So stunning was San Andres that he fended 
off the challenge of motocross stalwarts Jolet Jao 
(3rd), Bebet dela Cruz (4th) and Donald Yuson. 

“I did not expect Kenneth's development to be 
this fast,” said Kenneth's father-coach Jun-Jun 
San Andres. “Only last year, puro mga bata pa 
ал kalaban niya, but now, look at the field he is 
dominating. I's amazing considering thar this is 
just his first year in the pro classes.” 

In the recent, Kaogma Festival Invitational 
Motocross in Camarines Sur organized by 
Gov. Luis Raymund Villafuerte Jr, San An- 
dres, last year's Expert National champion of 
the NAMSSA (National Motorcycle Sports 
and Safety Association), had the same over- 
powering show against the veterans. 

Next to Pro 125 winner Aguilar, San Andres 
shoved to the backseat veterans Jerry Beech 
(3rd), Alvin Beech (4th) and Bani Leyba (Sth). 

San Andres’ development as a young rider 
oozing with potential took а big turn when he 
trained last year in the US under motocross 
guru and former champion Jim Gibson. 

"Tleamed a lot from that US training, i boosted 
my confidence no end,” said San Andres, who is 
backed by Caltex Revtex, Oakley, KTM, HUC Hel- 
mets, Bridgestone Tires, Fox, Renthal, Alpine Star, 
Inside Racing Magazine and JBS Motorcycle Pars. 


Spring Drinking Water, Gameface.ph, Pana- 
sonic, Molten and Sulpicio Lines. Game One 
last June 6 ended at 101-91 while Game Two 
the next day saw a 92-81 tally. 

Visayas Division MVP Jayford Rodriguez and 
veteran Mike Manigo, who are both averaging 
22.5 points in the series, and guard Woodrow 
Enriquez (18.5 ppg), will be PacMan-GenSan's 
main concems on the defensive end. 

Meanwhile, PacMan coach Ramon Pido 
hopes to draw more consistent play from his. 
reliable players led by Mindanao Division 
MVP Louie Medalla (12.0 ppg), swingmen 
Apol Coronado (13.5 ppg) and Jethro Recus- 
todio (12.5) and big men Weng Farochillen 
(12.0 ppg) and Jaypee Locsin (13.0). 


Rotary golfest 


GUEST PLAYER DANNY CAMBEL 
emerged as the biggest individual win- 
ner while RC New Manila East B cap- 
tured the overall team championship in 
the recent Rotary District 3780 "Golf for 
а Cause" tournament at the Tagaytay 
Midlands course in Tagaytay City. 

Cambell aced hole No. 12 to win a 
massage chair from OSIM Philippines. 

RC New Manila Fast B took the covered 
PDG Pete Morales Jr. Memorial Cup by edg- 
ing RC Diliman B, 117 to 115 points. RC 
Diliman B settled for the Division Il crown. 

RC Metro West ruled Division I with 110 
points, topping RC Quezon City A by three 
points, while RC Metro West triangle C ran 
away with the Division Ш plum by beating 
host RC San Francisco del Monte, 113-105. 

Metro West Trangle's Jess Ronsayro won 
low gross honor with 81 in the individual 
competition. RC Dilimanis Elmer Magnate 
emerged overall net champion by nosing out 
RC Manila East's Chito Borromeo, 41-40. 

Borromeo took top Flight C honors 
while RC Quezon City's Popoy Flores 
topped Flight A with 38 points and RC 
Metro West triangle's Pete Lopez ruled 
Flight B with 39. 

Cambell triumphed in the guests division 
with Roland Kapunan finishing second. 

RC Metro West Triangle swept the top. 
three divisions in the team event, unseat- 
ing defending champion RC Quezon City 
in Division | 
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Race KENNETH San Andres (airborne) shares the spotlight with 
teammate Glenn Aguilar after shoving to the backseat veterans Jolet 
Јао and Bebet dela Cruz in the 2nd leg of the Endurocross. 
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Fiba never suspended BAP 


JOEY ROMASANTA IS RIGHT. IT AS- 
sured usof nothing. 

refer to the reported positive response 
of Fiba-Asia regarding Joey Lina's request 
to have the BAP suspension lifted by the. 
international basketball federation (Fiba). 

As reported by Joey Lina, the BAP presi- 
dent, his resolution asking Fiba-Asia to ask 
the Fiba Central Board to lift the alleged 
(yes, alleged) BAP suspension by Fiba has 
been “unanimously approved” during the 
reported Fiba-Asia congress in Kuwait. 
Joey Lina said he was there, 

Fine, but first things first. 

The Fiba-Asia is basketball for Asia. 

The Piba Central Board is basketball 
forthe world, 

The Fiba, the mother of all Fibas to- 
day, is practically ruled only by two 
men--the retired but still very influen- 
tial Borislav Stankovic, and his anoint- 
ed sec-geri successor, Patrick Baumann. 


Of the three, Fiba fires and hires, is the al- 
pha and omega. Iis the be-t-all in basketball. 

I shook hands with Stankovic in 1983 
in Hong Kong during the ABC, when he 
was still Mr. Fiba. When we say Mr. Fiba, 
that means Stankovic was “bossing” 
and his word in Fiba then was the law. 

Tr stillis, but thats another story. 

їп Hong Kong in 1983, when rival teams 
questioned the presence of naturalized Fil- 
ipinos in the RP Team, Stankovic immedi- 
ately ruled—almost single-handedly—that 
Dennis Still, Jeff Moore and Chip Engel- 
land were not qualifed to play for the 
Philippines. His stunning decision came 
months after Stankovics assurance to Doc 
Carrascoso and Quinito Henson, traveling 
to Europe for this sole purpose, of the trio's 
eligibility to play for the country. 

T saw Stankovic again last March in 
Seoul during the Olympic Summit there. 
He seemed still in control of Fiba, firing in- 


SPECTATOR 


Al S. Mendoza 


structions here and there to Baumann, his 
37-year-old niño bonito, or unico hijo, if 
you wish. One such obvious instruction 
was for Baumann to reject the plea of our 
basketball stakeholders flying to Seoul 
that Philippine basketball be reinstated by 
the Fiba so that we can join the Asian 
Games in Doha, Qatar, in December. 

“We will only lift the Philippine sus- 
pension if Mr. Joey Lina signs the by- 
laws of Pilipinas Basketball,” Baumann 
told stakeholders Noli Eala of PBA, Chi- 
по Trinidad of PBL, Jun Jun Capistrano 


of AAP and Paul Supan of NCAA. 

Some three months after Baumann had 
said that, Joey Lina, who had walked out of 
the basketball stakeholders summit weeks 
before Eala and Co. met up with Baumann, 
has yer to affix his signature to the constitu- 
tion and by-laws of Pilipinas Basketball. 

Pilipinas Basketball, in case you've 
forgotten, is the accepted and endorsed 
replacement for the expelled BAP from 
the country's Olympic movement. 

Joey Lina saying Fiba has suspended the 
BAP is misleading, if not confusing us all. 

тез not funny anymore. 

Forthe record, the BAP was never suspend- 
ed by Fiba. What Fiba suspended was Philip- 
pine baskerball—the reason we didnt have 
basketball in the last SEA Games in Manila. 

How can you suspend an association that 
has been expelled? Deleted. Erased. Killed. 

‘The POC expulsion of the BAP triggered 
Fiba's suspension of Philippine basketball 


—the reason we were not also allowed to 
play in the Asean Championships and АВС 
last year because, like the SEA Games, 
both were also Fiba-sanctioned, 

So, what is there to rejoice about? 

How can Fiba's Baumann lift a BAP 
suspension when there's no ВАР sus- 
pension at all? 

What Joey Lina did was bark up the 
wrong tree. 

He was, in effect, like prescribing a 
medicine for headache when what was 
really needed was a pill for toothache. 

Baumann has actually given Joey Lina 
the cure-all prescription—sign the Pilipinas 
Basketball bylaws. That was last March yet. 

‘One not wanting to be cured is hopeless. 

One insisting on a cure for a non-dis- 
ease is doomed. 

‘One not asleep is the hardest to wake up. 


Send comments to menjuGpldtdsl.net. 
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PAGADIAN CITY—MAYOR SAMMY 
Co's Pagadian Explorers gained an out- 
right semifinals seat in the southern di- 
vision of the 2006 Guerrero Brandy- 
NBC national basketball championship 
Friday by subduing the Пойо Warriors, 
89-85, at the city gym here 

The Explorers ended their classifi- 
cation round campaign tied with the 
Шап Crusaders at 11-3 but got the 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SundaySPORTS 
Explorers subdue Warriors, gain outright semis seat 


second seeding through the winner- 
over-the-other rule. 

Over at the San Juan gym in Manila, 
NBC executive vice president and 
Mayor Bambol Tolentino's Batang 
Tagaytay squad turned back Bac- 
chus/Harbour Centre, 70-64, to raise 
its record to 5-5. 

MJ Caceres played his best game so 
farto give Tagaytay the victory. 


Bacchus/Harbour dropped to 6- 
5 behind the northern division's 
No. 1 seed Spring-Parafiaque, in 
the tourney sponsored by Pana- 
sonic, Sulpicio Lines, Nature's 
Spring Mineral Water, Spring 
Cooking Oil, Regend Foods, Fire- 
fly Lightings, Molten and Prime 
Channel. 

Behind 46-48, the Explorers rallied 


behind ex-pros Bong Marata and Peter 
Naron to seize 56-48 lead with 6:25 
remaining. 

The scores: 

PAGADIAN 88—Naron 28, Marata 18, Daja 
16, Cortez 10, Singco 6, Omandam 3, Lanutan 2, 
Ошо 2, Singedas 2, Ayuk 2, Orquillas 0, Pama- 
ran 0. Gatumbato 0. 

ILOILO 85—Balgos 26, Senierez 23, R. 
Singco 12, Sanz 11, Sencll 8, Leonida 5, Poral 0, 


nu 


Bautista 0, Unarce 0, Sina-on 0, 

Quarters: 20-21, 44-46, 69-58, 89-85 

TAGAYTAY 70--Caceros 15, Gulyab 11, Ro- 
illos 10, Marquez 7, Reyes 7, Mendoza 5, 
Genido 3. Sta. Marla 0, Fnullar 0. 

BACCHUS/HARBOUR &4—Membrere 18, 
Aquino 17, Pribdhas 7, Rataga 6, Masbang 6, 
Pile 5, Coyukang 3, Cuevas 2, Hardin 0, Sta. 
Cruz o. 

Quarters: 16-19, 28-96, 49-52, 70-64. 


Ex-PFF head 
now working 
on SEC issue 


By Musong R. Castillo 


Germans rip 
Costa Rica XI 


MUNICH—HOST NATION GERMANY WELCOMED THEIR OPEN- 
ing 4-2 World Cup win over Costa Rica with open arms on Satur- 
day but concerns were expressed about the defensive errors that 
continue to haunt the team. 

“Dream goals but our defense isa goals and lots of mistakes in open- 
nightmare,” headlined Bild daily, er" 
the country’s best-selling newspa- Local newspaper the Munchner 
Merkur said half of the equation 
was right for World Cup success. 

“Costa Rica show the German 
team their attack is good enough 
but their defense isn't,” it opined. 

Germany manager Jurgen Klins- 
mann insisted three points on the 
board was the main thing. 

"Of course we would rather have 
had a clean sheet but the most im- 
portant thing was a winning start," 
Kinsmann said. 

“Opponents will always get 
chances but there are a lot of 
positives.” The performance of 
left-back Lahm, recently re- 
covered from an elbow injury, 
was one positive with his de 
fensive display capped by a 
fine curling shot for the open- 
ing goal. 

“Ido not know how 1 scored it 
otherwise [would doitall hetime,” 
admitted Lahm. 


FORMER PHILIPPINE FOOTBALL FEDERA- 
tion president Rene Adad is now working on 
the reinstatement of the PFF with the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission as soon as 
possible. 

Adad, now living in retirement in Bacolod 
after serving two terms as PFF president until 
2003, was asked by the Philippine Olympic 
Committee earlier in the week to “take the 
Jead in the resolution of this problem (with 
the SEC).” 

The SEC had revoked the РЕЗ certificate 
of incorporation as early as Nov. 3, 2003 and 
the POC is worried that it would “create 
doubts on the PFF' legal capacity to act, in- Germany treated their fans to a 
cluding receiving assistance from its benefac- goal fest in Munich on Friday with 
tors.” Miroslav Klose scoring twice while 

The Olympic body's legal counsel, Ding F defender Philipp Lahm and Torsten 
Tanjuateo, signed the letter, which also ex- Frings were also on target with 
horted all football stakeholders to band to- great individual strikes. 
gether and get the PFF reinstated. But Costa Rica replied twice with 

“The POC cannot turn a blind eye to this Paulo Wanchope, the country’s best 
disturbing development," Tanjuatco wrote. football export, netting both goals 

Adad, incidentally, was endorsed by the as the German backline looked far 
National Capital Region Football Association from accomplished. 
to the РОС, saying Adad is the “legal” presi- “Successful start glosses over 
dent of the PFF as the election of Johnny Ro- mistakes" concluded Die Welt. 
mualdez came on Nov. 30, 2003, or after the “Once again the defense showed 
revocation of the SEC registration. huge weaknesses against the harm- 

“I am sure that (Johnny) Romualdez will less central Americans." 
not let go of his mandate,” Айай told the In- The Frankfurter Allgemeine 
quin in a long distance interview. "But if I Zeitung agreed, saying: "Lots of 


ms Ecuador trounces Poland, 2-0 Togo coach 
BR epum quits over 
pay dispute 


it that all the requirements needed by the SEC 
are produced by the PFF as soon as possible.” 
Romualdez, meanwhile, has called on the 
PFF board to convene on Saturday and find a 
solution to this problem. too. And at the World Cup, no less. 
“We cannot do it overnight,” Romualdez, Playing in front of a boisterous pro- 
who arrived from Germany on Friday, told the Polish crowd and far away from the 
Inquirer over the phone yesterday. comforts—and high altitude—of 
Romualdez said that he never knew that home, the team that struggled on the 
road in qualifying came through with home stadium in Quito, the 
one ofits biggest wins over thousands Ecuadoreans got off to strong start А 
of kilometers (miles) from Ecuador. — near sea level at their second World шики сосн О se Noe 
Agustin Delgado set up a first-half Cug HAS QUIT his job with the World Cup debu- 
р. tants due to an unresolved dispute over bonus 
payments among the squad. 
Togo FA president Rock Gnassingbe con- 
firmed in a short telephone interview with 
Reuters on Saturday that Pfister had left—“he 
has gone"—but would give no further details. 
A Fifa spokesman for Togo added: "Mr. Ot- 


the PFF registration was revoked. 
Romualdez said he is aware that not having 
goal and added his own score in the “Ecuador was always criticized and 
to Pfister had a meeting with Mr. FA president 
Rock Gnassingbe last night and left at around 


the association reinstated with the SEC would 
mean that the Philippine Sports Commission 
0200 (local time) and said he was finished 
with the Togo team. 


сап cut all financial aid to the PFE. 

‘The hotel that hosts the Togolese team in 
Wangen during its World Cup preparation 
said Pfister was still at the hotel. 

“it is too bad he's left because it worked 
well, Togo and Опо Pfister. But the situation 
was no longer sustainable for the coach," 
team doctor Joachim Schubert was quoted as 
saying on the respected German magazine 
Xicker. 

Rank outsiders Togo, who are based in the 
city of Wangen, play their first Group G match. 
against South Korea in Frankfurt on Tuesday. 

‘Their other opening-round foes are Switzer- 
land on June 19 and France on June 23. 

‘The players had demanded 155,000 euros 
($196,200) each to play in the tournament 
plus 30,000 each per win and 15,000 per 
draw. Officials from the small West African 
country said it was too much money. It re- 
mained unclear who would now coach the 
team at the World Cup. Reuters 


“The defense is a real concer. 
We Germans would like less ten- 
sion. The defense is torturing us. A 
last 16 exit to Sweden or England 
could be on the cards,” it added. 


POLAND'S Marcin Baszczynski (right) towers over Ecuador's Neicer Reasco during their 
Group A, World Cup 2006 soccer match in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Friday. The other teams 
in Group А аге Germany and Costa Rica. „ 


80th minute to quiet the Polish fans 
with a 2-0 victory Friday night in the 
World Cup opener for both teams. 
Their credentials questioned be- 
cause seven of their eight qualifying 
wins came more than 2,700 meters 
(9,000 feet) above sea level at their 


what they were saying about Ecuador 
was you can only win when you're 
playing ata very high altitude,” coach 
Luis Suarez said. “But despite the at- 
mosphere and the low altitude, we 
managed to win.” 

After losing its first two matches on 
the way to first-round elimination at 
its World Cup debut in 2002, Ecuador 
is tied atop Group A with Germany, 
which beat Costa Rica 4-2. Ecuador 
plays Costa Rica on Thursday. АР 


Dy Buncio brods 
rule WW tourney 


THE DY BUNCIO BROTHERS 
dominated the 1st Wack Wack 
Golf and Country Club Summer 
Youth tournament recently. 

Matthew Martin Dy Buncio 
emerged the runaway winner in 
the Beginners Division while old- 
er brother, Nicholas James, ruled 
the Advanced Division. 

Joel Alviar, coordinator of the 
meet held at the West Course, 
said Matthew bested a field of 20 
aspiring golfers in the nine-years- 
old-and-below category. 

“He (Matthew) was one of the 
youngest in the field at age 5 
which makes his performance young golfers, noting that the 
more remarkable,” said Alvia club has been the breeding 
“He had a five-stroke lead over ground of some of the country's 
the second best player.” top golfers such as Gerard Canta- 

Nicolas James also fared мей da. 


Caoili dubbed Kournikova of chess 


THE PHILIPPINE WOMEN'S TEAM HAD A 
breakthrough finish in the World Chess 
Olympiad held recently in Turin, Italy. But 
none of its members grabbed as much spot- 
light as a compatriot who represented anoth- 
er country. 

Arianne Bo Caoili, who represented Aus- 
tralia in the Olympiad, found herself in the 
center of a ticklish romantic controversy that 
had the chess world dubbing her the Anna 
Kournikova of the sport, 

‘This, after two Grandmasters got into a fra- 
саз apparently trying to get the attention of 
the 20-year-old Filipino-Australian beauty. 


in the 10-11-years-old division, 
which he topped for the second 
straight year. Alviar said Nicky 
won over talented players, some 
of whom already saw action in 
the Philippine junior golf compe- 
tition. 

The Dy Buncio brothers used 
Dexter shoes and Proline Junior 
Star golf equipment—a golf 
starter set which includes irons, a 
driver, a putter, a pitching wedge 
anda golf bag. 

Alviar added the Dy Buncio 
brothers are among the bright 
stars in Wack Wack's roster of 


MATTHEW Martin Dy Buncio (left) and Nicholas James Dy Buncio. 


chess, which she says she enjoys 
because "it is “fighting for the 
mere pleasure of fighting." 

“There is nothing like arguing 
for the mere pleasure of arguing. 
Ie is my weakness to sometimes 
start a random friction between 
myself and another to test reac- 
tions/psyche, get amused, or 
simply to relax. Of course there 
are also arguments that actually A 
matter” 

‘GM Levon Aronian, board one SAOIL 
of the champion Armenian team, and English 


30, as he sat in a cafe. The contro- 
versy spread like wildfire that the 
English GM had to quit the sport's 
biggest stage and fly back home to 
England. Aronian, on the other 
hand, is expected to meet up with 
Caoili soon in Germany. 
“AIL know is that they like each 
other and they'll see each other in 
Germany, and if it develops, 1 
don’t know,” said Caoili's mother, 
Annette. 
“Aronian didn't do anything; 
Annette added, "He's a very nice guy. Нез a 


‘The melee prompted several checks into 
Caoili’s background and soon enough, people 
were comparing her to the Russian Kourniko- 
va, tennis’ former favorite poster girl. 

in fact, the World Chess Beauty Contest 
website ranks Caoili as seventh on its list of 
the sport's beauties. 

‘And adding to her mystique is her take on 


GM Danny Gormally had to be pulled apart by 
witnesses to the melee at the Hiroshima Mon 
Amour nightclub apparently because the two 
quarreled over Caoili. 

Gormally allegedly either punched or 
shoved the Armenian to the grout, 

The next day, supporters of Aronian, 23, 
got payback when they attacked Gormally, 


superstar in the chess world. She was just 
dancing. It was not provoked, and this guy 
(Gormally) went a Мше bit strange and 
punched Aronian. Aronian didn’t get hurt or 
anything—he still won the championship.” 
Bom in the Philippines, Brisbane-based 
Caoili was a child chess prodigy and aspires to 
bea singer. Marlon Bernardino, contributor 


MEGA SALE! 


оп June 30, 2006 - STARTS AT 8:30A.M. SHARP 
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DREAM SUNDAY SHOWDOWN 


Federer, Nadal dispute 
French Open crown 


PARIS—AWFUL AT THE START, MASTERFUL ENOUGH 


LATer to produce shots that 


must be seen to be believed, 


Roger Federer leaned back in his sideline seat and exhaled. 


His opponent Friday had just quit with 
an injury and a smile slowly crept across 
Federer’ face as he realized that a berth in 
his first French Open final was secured, a 
fourth consecutive Grand Slam tide now 
merely one victory away. 

Ah, but what a victory that will have to 
be: No. 1 Federer now faces No. 2 Rafael 
Nadal, the defending champion, winner of 
59 straight matches on clay and owner of a 
5-1 career mark against the Swiss star. 

Each of the previous three years, one of 
the French Open finalists was unseeded. 
Now fans will be treated to the tourna- 
ments first final between men seeded 1-2 
since 1984, and so much else isat stake for 
Federer on Sunday. He's trying to become 
only the third man in tennis history to win 
four majors in a row, the first since Rod 
Laver in 1969. He also can become the 
sixth man to collect a career Grand Slam. 

“Quarters, semis-—its all nice and stuff,” 
Federer said, “but you want to go out there 
оп the Sunday" 


Superstar 

And he usually does. He's reached the fi- 
nal at his last 14 tournaments, the longest 
such streak since Ivan Lend!s 18 in a row in 
1981-82. The last time Federer failed to 


make it to a final? When he lost to Nadal in 
the 2005 French Open semifinals. 

"Federer is a superstar,” Nadal said. “If 1 
dont play at 100 percent, Im going to lose, 
forsure.” 

Nadal might downplay his chances 
against Roger Federer in the French Open 
final, but the 20-year-old Spaniard talks 
tough when it comes to video games. 

“1 don't think he can beat me in PlaySta- 
tion," Nadal said. “I dont think he trains 
enough for that.” 

‘Against No. 3 David Nalbandian on Fri- 
day, Federer went from stunningly bad to 
as good as he gets, and was leading, 2-6, 6- 
4, 5-2, when the Argentine stopped be- 
cause of a strained abdominal muscle. 


Hour of magic 

Spectators who paid good euros for their 
tickets might have been upset to be witness 
to the first French Open men's semifinal to 
end in retirement, the record ninth of the 
tournament. Then again, they did get to 
‘watch an hour of magic from Federer, plus 
more than 2% hours of Nadal in ай of his 
scrambling, leaping, fist pumping glory in 
the day's second match, а 6-4, 62, 7-6 (7) 
victory over No. 4 Ivan Ljubicic. 

Nadal handled Ljubici’s booming serve 
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with nary a problem and overcame the one 
tense moment, down 5-3 in the tiebreaker, 
with the help of two aces of his own. Nadal 
also conjured up several crisp passing shots 
оп the бу including one forehand he cele- 
brated by scampering the width of the 
court before thrusting a leaping uppercut. 

‘After Ljubicic missed a volley to end it, 
Nadal put his racket down, then went to 
the middle ofthe court and dropped to his 
knees, raising his arms. 

“Maybe the final of Grand Slam always 
is exciting, no?” Nadal said. 

No such joyous display for Federer after 
his semifinals odd denouement. Then 
again, Federer generally doesnt emote 
much, and he never betrayed a shred of 
anger or angst during his disastrous first 39 
minutes against Nalbandian. 

Falling behind by a set and 3-0, Federer 
whiffed on a service retum, danked shots 
off his racket frame, sent groundstrokes 
long or wide by several feet, even shanked 
a ball into the stands. 

"t was important for him to figure out 
what was going on and tum things 
around,” said Federer's coach, 1966 French 
Open champion Tony Roche. “Theres 
tremendous pressure on him but, so far, 
he's shown he's capable of handling it" 
Swirling wind 

Federer blamed his woes on the swirling 


wind that rippled the players shirts, and he 
credited Nalbandian, too, for playing well. 


ATLANTIC CITY—ON THE BIG 
screen, Antonio Tarver is Mason 
Dixon, a loud-mouthed, brash and 
boastful champion with a gnawing 
hunger for respect who is deter- 
mined to get it by knocking out fic- 
tional boxing legend Rocky. 

In eal Ше, Antonio Tarver is pretty 
much the same guy. 

Friday night at the Boardwalk Най 
in Atlantic City, Tampa's own loud- 
mouthed, brash and boastful champi- 
оп with a gnawing hunger for respect 
is determined to get it by knocking out 
boxing legend Bernard Hopkins. 

"Twantto continue to bea star, and 
the only way you can be а star in this 
game is you've got to perform,” Tarver 
said. "You know [ have gone on the 
record saying (Hopkins) wont see the 
sixth round and 1 mean that. Hopefully 
he comes to fight like he talks and if he 
does that then you can expect another 
Tommy Heams vs. Marvin Hagler” 

Tarver (24-3), the IBO light heavy- 
weight champion, highlights the main 
event of an HBO pay-per-view card. 

Will victory finally send him into 
the arms of the boxing public? Will he 
finally get the respect he seems so des- 
perate for? 

“1es his motivation,” said boxing his- 
torian Bert Sugar 

Whether Tarver truly believes he is 
being disrespected isnt as important as 
the reaction from fans, which has been 
lukewarm. 

And Tarver’ self hyped persona asa 
"legend killer” doesn't sell. Fans don't 
like to see their legends beaten, much 
less have the grave danced on, and the 
factis, Tarver's beaten only one legend: 


Tarver wants a little respect 


BERNARD Hopkins (left) and Antonio Tarver taunt each other after both 
tipping the scales at 174 pounds during the weigh-in. 


Roy Jones Jr. 

The first time came by stunning 
knockout, but Tarver followed that by 
‘wearing a crown to the ring in his next 
fight. He lost—the fight and his mo- 
mentum. 

He won the rematch, and then beat 
Jones again by decision ina fight that 
clearly showed the former champ was 
in serious decline. 

"That didn't stop Tarver from squeez- 
ing every last drop out of the second- 
round knockout of Jones. 

Hopkins (46-4-1) chided him at 
Thursdays final news conference as a 
‘one-hit wonder for his knockout of 
Jones, comparing him to Vanilla Ice 
and Mili Vanili. 

“Tarver vows to make it two hits. 

He's amazed that he, and not Hop- 


Suddenly Federer's touch was back In 
the second sets fourth game, Nalbandi- 
an ripped a backhand down the line, 
and Federer reached down—his 
racket striking the day—to chop 
a forehand winner. Shocked, 
Nalbandian watched the 
ball sail past, his feet root- 
ed to the ground. 

Federer finally mus- 
tered his first break 
point in the next 
game, when Nal- 
bandian said his in- 
jury flared up, and a 
doublefault made it 
32. 

‘Two games later came 
the shot of the touma- 
ment. With Federer for- 
ward, Nalbandian lofted a 
lob to the corner. Federer spun 
and chugged after the bal, his 
back to the net. At the last instant, he 
heeled back all the way around to face 
the court, somehow got his body out of the 
way, and flicked a forehand winner. 

Federer held up his left index finger, asif 
to remind everyone who's No. 1, while fans 
saluted the flourish with a standing ova- 
tion. 

“I couldnt play it between the legs, so T 
had to turn again. Then | thought, What 
do I do now?” Federer explained. "That 
‘was apiece of good luck” AP 


kins—hardlya popular fighter until 
two losses to Jermain Taylor made him 
something of a sympathetic character 
—is the villain tonight. 

He thinks his accomplishments are 
being the media, and fans who don't 
appreciate him. He can beat a guy who 
was champion for 10 years and made 
20 ttle defenses, but hel still be re- 
minded that Hopkins is 41. 

"The puzzling thing to me is that ev- 
ery time 1 fight someone, they want to 
look at all the negatives in my oppo- 
nent,” Tarver said. “But they don't 
‘want to look at the positives in me. 
Now people want to say that Bemard 
Hopkins is over the hil. He s old, but 
he wasnt too old when Jermain Taylor 
was fighting him, a guy thats 10 years 
my youth.” NYTimes News Service 


NBA Finals 


THE BIGGEST EVER NBA FINALS 
viewing party in the Philippines will 
be held tomorrow at Robinson's 
Movieworld Galleria at 8 a.m. 

Over 800 guests are expected to 
watch the Dallas Mavericks and the Mi- 
ami Heat dispute Game 2 of the ongoing 
championship series. 

Tickets to the party are availed of via. 


viewing at Robinson's 


radio promotions on K-Lite 103.5 and 
Magic 89.9 until today. Radio listeners 
are asked to watch out for the DJ's cue to 
become the right number caller. 

NBA fans will be treated to a virtual 
NBA game experience at the party Upon 
entering, fans will be asked го select 
their team and Miami fans will occupy 
one side of the cinema while Dallas fans 


will be seated on the other. 

Presented by Coca-Cola and Solar 
Sports, in association with Spalding, the 
event will give fans the chance to win 
bigger prizes like Spalding basketballs, 
NBA jerseys, NBA VCDs from Warmer 
Home Video, NBA Live video games 
from Electronic Arts, and Upper Deck 
trading cards. 


DELASIN: Unnoticed. neures 


HAVRE DE GRACE, MARYLAND—MICHELLE 
Wie had a revelation as she watched birdie 
puts keep falling into the cup Friday in the LP- 
СА Championship, even though they didnt be- 
long to her 

“It was lke, ‘Oh, the ball can goin the hole,” 
she said. 

Wie eventually made enough of her own for 
а 4-under 68 that allowed her to keep pace 
with Fil-Am Dorothy Delasin and climb into 
the hunt at Bulle Rock Golf Club on a beautiful 
moming that yielded to the rumble of storms. 

Delasin ran off five birdies in a six-hole 
stretch to build a big lead, only to give most of 
it back by hooking her tee shot into the woods 


for a double bogey and chunking a chip out of 
ап old divot that led to bogey on one of the 
easiest holes. She wound up with a 1-under 71 
and was the clubhouse leader at 6-under 138. 

“Thunderstorms halted play for five hours, 
and half the field didnt finish the second 
round when it was suspended by darkness. 
With a moon visible in darkening skies, Pat 
Hurst was at 8 under through 10 holes. 

Annika Sorenstam, who joined Wie at a list- 
less 71 in the first round, also was headed in 
the right direction. She made two birdies in 
eight holes and was at 3 under. The three time. 
defending champion will have to play 28 holes 
Saturday, weather permitting. 
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SPAIN'S Rafael Nadal jubilates after winning 
а point against Croatian Ivan Ljubi 


After shabby opener, 


Mavs, Heat promise 
better Game Two 


DALLAS—WHEN JOSH HOWARD IMAGINED 
playing in the NBA finals, he really thought the 
whole experience would be a bit more magical 
than this. 

Sure, all of Dallas pulsed with excitement dur- 
ing the week-long buildup, and the pregame cer- 
emonies were spine-tingling. But once the Mav- 
ericks and the Miami Heat finally got down to 
playing Game 1, Howard felt Dallas 90-80 win in 
the error-plagued opener looked much more like 
a lazy midsummer pickup game—and nobody 
wins a trophy after one of those. 

“it was kind of a bad game for both teams, 
which you don't expect when you think about be- 
ing here,” said Howard. “Thats not how it goes 
down when you're playing as a kid in the drive- 
way, or you're ona video game.” 

Howard's critique was echoed Friday by both 
clubs as they began two days off before Game 2 
оп Sunday night. Everybody promised to do bet- 
ter next time—and Miami coach Pat Riley and 
Dallas’ Avery Johnson seemed confident they've 
got time to manage the mountain of mistakes 
and mangled game plans left from the opener. 

For starters, both coaches are determined to 
get staring efforts from their star players be 
cause Dirk Nowitzki, Shaquille O'Neal and 
Dwyane Wade all left ample room for improve- 
ment after Game 1. 

"The key is not to have two games like that ina 
Tow? said O'Neal, who had 17 points and seven 
rebounds but didn't touch the ball nearly enough 
for Miami. "So ГЇ be hard on myself these next 
two days, and then hopefully on Sunday, 1 could 
play a little bit benter” 

While cooling down after a light practice at 
their arena, the Mavericks acknowledged they 
felt the pressure of the sellout crowd and a gener- 
ation of long-suffering Dallas fans anticipating 
this first shot at a tite. Of course, they're always 
aware of high expectations when theirboss, own- 
ег Mark Cuban, is siting near them, peering into 
the huddle—and now blogging about their play 
during the game. 

“1 think they've gotten it out of their system 
now,” Johnson said. "We had some jiters and 
they know we didn't play a perfect game. We ob- 
viously have a lot of room for improvement. We 
didnt meet our goals offensively and defensively. 


Wie still didn’t get much out of another su- 
perb game from the tee box and fairways. She 
wound up at 5-under 139. 

“Tm playing really well right now, and if I сап 
just get things going, I think 1 can shoot really 
low out here,” said Wie, who has been under par 
in all six rounds at Bulle Rock dating to last year 

Nicole Castrale, who began this major with 
а carcer-best 64, stumbled to a 75 and joined 
Wie in the group at 139 with Mi Hyun Кип 
(71) and Shi Hyun Ahn (70). 

Most ofthe attention was with Wie, and the 
small gallery got a bonus with Delasin. 

Delasin goes about her business so quietly 
that when she made a detour to use the bath- 


DIRK Nowitzki gets into a little World Cup 

action, treating a basketball like a soccer ball 
during a light moment in the Dallas 
Mavericks practice. ГА 

Jason Тепуз 32 points carried the Mavs, but 
many of their flaws were centered on Nowitzki, 
who scored just 16 points—none in the fourth 
quarter—of his finals debut. 

The Mavericks didn't have trouble getting the 
ball to Nowitzki, but he lacked the ineffable of- 
fensive aggression of his best games—and his 
beautiful jumper wasn't falling. 

So the Heat shut down Nowitzki, played at 
their own tempo, got 28 points from an ailing 
Wade and became the first team to outrebound 
Dallas in the playofis—and still lost, Like Wades 
legs, they faltered in the fourth quarter, never rais- 
ing their games toa level befitting the finals. АР 


Delasin takes clubhouse lead of LPGA championship 


room, no one realized she was gone until she 
nudged through a few fans to get back inside 
the ropes, 

“1 was swinging it good and 1 was putting 
really well" Delasin said, “1 just put myself in 
contention for the weekend, and | want to 
keep the momentum up.” 

Delasin, who won the US Junior Girls and 
the US Women's Amateur, had no complaints 
playing alongside Wie, who drew a gallery. 

"When 1 was winning, leading tourna 
ments, the crowds were the same, so it wasnt 
a big deal,” she said. “I like having people 
watch, whether theyre watching me o 
Michelle or anybody" АР 
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B. Pacquiao 
risks title vs 
Kelley today 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 


DETERMINED TO GET OUT OF HIS BROTH- 
ers more illustrious shadows, Bobby Pac- 
quiao plunges into action today ina fight that 
will shape his own marquee status against 
solid opponent Kevin Kelley in a 12-round de- 
fense of his WBC Continental Americas super- 
featherweight title at the famed Madison 
Square Garden in New York. 
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LA: 
Torre bows 
to Akobian 


in round 7 


FILIPINO GRANDMASTER EUGENE TORRE LOST HIS BID FOR top 
finish by bowing to GM Varuzhan Akobian of the United States in the 
seventh round of the second San Marino International Chess Open 
Friday at the Kursaal Congress Centre in Republic of San Marino. 


Solar Sports, the leading sports channel, will 
air the fight on a slightly delayed telecast starting 
at 10 a.m. today. 

Bobby, the younger brother of superstar Man- 
пу Pacquiao, has logged in 120 rounds of spar- 
ring to prepare for Kelley, who has loudly claimed 
that today, Pacquiao's luck will run out, alluding 
tothe Filipinos previous win over Carlos Hernan- 
dez ina somewhat controversial fashion. 

"Bobby looks great and is confident about this 
fight. For him this is a big break, to fight in New 
York and at Madison Square Gardens—the mec- 
ca of boxing. He в calling all the Filipinos to sup- 
port him on this fight as he tries to do his best in 
the ring come June 10th and hopes to puta good 
fight and come out victorious,” said Filipino priest 
Marlon Beof, a close friend of the Pacquiao broth- 
ers, who is now based in New York. 

Pacquiao (26-11-3, 11 KO's) versus Kelley (58- 
62, 39 КОЗ) is in the undercard of the Miguel 
Cotto-Paulie Malignaggi WBO junior welter- 
weight showdown, which will also be aired by 
Solar. 

Filipino trainer Buboy Femandez, who helped 
renowned trainer Freddie Roach in the younger 
Pacquiao's preparations, said his ward is in terrific 
shape and looks upbeat on his chances against 
the former WBC featherweight champ Kelley. 

At yesterday's weigh-in held at the MSG, the 
southpaw Pacquiao came in at 129.5 Ibs, while 
Kelley checked in at 128 Ibs. 

Pacquiao, however, will miss Roach in his cor- 
ner today as the latter is preparing his more pop- 
ular brother in Los Angeles for the July 2 show- 


PRACTICE SESSION: German Ferrari driver Michael Schumacher sits in his car in the pits of 
the Silvestone racetrack during the second practice session, two days before the Formula one 


British Grand Prix 9 in Silverstone. 


Pantua leads 


ERNESTO PANTUA Ш DEFEATED RYAN ALBA, 
62, 6-1, yesterday to lead the first-round win- 
ners in the boys 18-under division of the 7th Co- 
pa de Manila Age-Group Tennis Championships 
at the Rizal Memorial Tennis Center 

In other matches, Gilbert Alza downed Vincent 
Atienza, 63, 6-1, Johnwill Baldonado prevailed 
over Ronaldo de Castro, 6-1, 7-5, Kean Barraquias 
‘outplayed Gerald Gaspar, 6-3, 6-3, and Daniel Luis 
Macalino trounced Mark Daniel Flores, 6-2, 6-1. 

Also advancing were Christopher Vianzon, 
James Сап! Canete, Jeffrey Villanueva, Joseph 
Baldonado, Reymund Padigos, Ken Patrick 


Copa winners 


In the boys’ 14-under division, Nicole Mag- 
away outclassed Ali Imran Arsad, 6-0, 6-1, to 
advance against Jorel Vincent Buenaflor, who 
blasted Aldrick Olivan, 6-0, 6-0. 

Other winners were Marco Suntay over Mar- 
tin de Castro, 6-3, 7-6 (3), Leander Lazaro over 
Eugene Alza, 6-1, 6-4, Lorence Brasia over Emar 
Anavizo, 7.6 (4), 6-4, Neil Patrick Paez over 
Hans Angelo Asistio, 7-5, 7-5, and Ray John 
Ogayon over Uriel Comes, 6-4, 6-1. 

"The two-weekend netfest is a project of 
Manila City Vice Mayor and Confederation of 
‘Tennis Clubs Philippines Inc. president Danilo 


The win gave Akobian 6 points 
and a tie for the lead with top 
seed GM Sergei Tiviakov of the 
Netherlands, GM Vadim Milov of 
‘Switzerland and GM Merab Ga- 
gunashvili of Georgia. 

The 54-year-old Torre, who beat 
Croatian Fide Master Darko Dorie 
in the sixth round, got stuck at 5 
points and dropped into a big log- 
jam for 8th to 17th places that in- 
dudes GM Dmitry Svetushkin of 
Moldova, the Filipino’s eighth and 
penultimate round opponent. 

GM Mark Paragua, FM Wesley So 
and reigning national champion Dar 
win Laylo all scored 1.5 points in the 
sixth and seventh rounds to tie Fil- 
ipino compatriot and newly installed 
IM Oliver Dimakiling at 45 points. 

Paragua, 22, the countrys top- 
ranked player with an ELO rating of 
2617, downed WGM Joanna Dwora- 
kowska of Poland in then sixth round 
and setled for a truce with compatri- 
ot Dimakiling in the seventh. 

So, 12, and the youngest RP mem- 
berto the Olympiad, halved the point 
with GM Salvador Del Rio Angelis of 
Spain in the sith then subdued IM 
Jacek Stopa of Poland in the seventh. 

Laylo, 26, upset GM Viorel lor- 
dachescu of Moldova in the sich 
then split the point with GM Sarunas 


Sulskis of Lithuania in the seventh. 

Dimakiling had earlier yielded 
to Ukrainian GM Malakhatko in 
the sixth. 

Another Filipino entry, NM 
Rolando Nolte, succumbed to GM 
Vladislav Nevednichy of Romania 
in then sixth then beat WIM 
Katarzyna Toma of Poland in the 
seventh to join the 4-pointers. 

"Torre and Svetushkin were in the 
‘company of GM Viadimir Epishin of 
Russia, GM Jaan Ehlvest of Estonia, 
GM ‘Tomasz Markowski of Poland, 
GM Vadim Malakhatko of Ukraine, 
GM Michele Godena of Italy, GM 
Nenad Sulava of Croatia, IM Miku- 
las Manik of Slovakia and IM Pari- 
marjan Negi of India. 

With 5.5 points each were 16- 
year-old GM Yuriy Kuzubov of 
Ukraine, GM Baadur Jobava and 
GM Levan Pantsulaia of Georgia 
with 5.5 points each. 

In other Saturday matches, 
Paragua faces IM Subbaraman Vi- 
jayalakshmi of India, Dimakiling 
takes on GM Alexander Aresh- 
chenko of Ukraine, So battles GM 
Pawel Jaracz of Poland, Laylo 
tackles СМ Namig Guliyev of 
Azerbaijan and Nolte meets GM 
Stefan Djuric of Yugoslavia. Mar- 
lon Bernardino, contributor 


down with Oscar Larios. 


Arevalo and John Michael Tamayo. 


Lacuna. 


Garcia heads chess team to Jakarta 


CONGRESSMAN Prospero "Butch" Pichay stresses a point during the. 
recent International Chess Federation (Fide) Congress in Turin, Italy- 


WHIZ KID JAN EMMANUEL GAR- 
cia leads the Philippine chess team 
which left the country yesterday 
aboard Philippine Airlines to partic- 
ipate in the 7th Asean Age-Group 
Chess Championships starting to- 
morrow at the Mercure Convention 
Center in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

^| hope to do well in this 
event," said the incoming grade 
six pupil of San Beda College, 
back-to-back (2005-06) Philip. 
pine Age-Group and Palarong 
Pambansa (elementary) titlist. 

In last year's Asean Age-Group 
championships in Thailand, Gar- 
cia bagged the gold medalin blitz 
and rapid play, and also chipped 
їп a silver medal in the standard 
individual and team event as the 
Philippines placed third overall 
behind Vietnam and Singapore. 

‘Accompanying the players are 
Grandmaster Rogelio Antonio Jr. 


International Master Jayson Gon- 
zales and lawyer Florand Garcia. 

‘The team is being supported by 
National Chess Federation of the 
Philippines president Rep. Prospero 
“Butch” Pichay, who gave the play- 
ers $150 each as pocket money. 

The other team members are 
(Boys) Paulo Bersamina (U.8) of 
Pasay City, Melwyn Kenneth Bal- 
tazar (0-10) of Malabon City, Joel 
Pimentel (U-14) of Bacolod City 
John Ranel Morazo (0-16) of 
Paniqui, Tarlac, Paulo James Floren- 
do (0:18) of Zamboanga City 
(Girfs) Samantha Glo Revita (0-8) 
of Rosales, Pangasinan, Mira Mirano 
(U-10) of Banga, Aklan, Chardine 
Cheradee Camacho (U-12) of Caba, 
La Union, Jedara Docena (1-14) of 
Antiquiera, Bohol, Kimberly Jane 
Cunanan (0-16) of Angeles City, and 
Rulp Ylem Jose (U-18) of Makati 
Сиу NM Marlon Bernardino 


By Hermie Rivera fighter who can deter him from 
elevating his star status further. 

Factis, majority of the experts 
we've talked to are saying the 
Gensan 
mauleris 
virtually 
unbeatable against the hard- 
punching Guadalajara native. 

Freddie Roach, Mannys chief 
handler has taught him everything 
he needs to know to insure that 
nothing mars their march toward a 
megabuck yearending encounter 
with Erik Morales— legal suits filed 
by his own handlers against Pac- 
quiao's advisers notwithsanding. 

Just when details of this promo 
dubbed mano a mano have been 
put to order, comes this brazen in- 
trusion which Manny needs like a 
friggin’ hole in the head. 


IT'S SELDOM THAT A FIGHTER 
travels abroad to fight a title- 
holder in his backyard and 
comes outa winner 

But former two-time world 
champion Oscar Larios of Mexi- 
co is undaunted as he takes on 
the ever perilous Manny Pac- 
quiao in а 12-rounder on July 2 
at the Araneta Coliseum. 

It is a huge leap forward by the 
brawler fondly called "Chololo" 
who is coming in as an underdog 
owing to a loss of his junior feath- 
erweight crown to Israel Vasquez. 

Pacquiao, who is deep in 
training at his Hollywood digs, 
says he is ready for the chal- 
lenge of the peripatetic Mex, 
adding that Larios is not yet the 


COMMENTARY 


Murder at the ‘Dome 


Unbelievable! 

From where we sit, it will bea 
brutal test of skills by two deter- 
mined fighters out to regale the 
millions 
who are 
looking 
forward to such a meeting. 

Make this one a great 
fight—nay—a damn good one 
with sustained action guaranteed 
to enthrall even the tightwads 
who are likely to break their banks 
just to see this fisticuff. 

То resist Pacquiao's pressure in 
the early going is the ultimate head- 
ache of anyone including Larios. 

Ask El Terrible Erik who was a 
prey to such woes in their sec- 
ond meeting. 

And who was it who sagely 
wrote that "boxing is the manly 


art of murder?” 

The sensational Pacman owns 
a knockout record that is the en- 
vy of the other practitioners in 
his weight division. 

The last one to succumb to his 
lethal combos was the prodi- 
gious Erik Morales. 

But, Larios, to repeat is not an 
easy out. He is tough as nails and 
admittedly, a fierce owner of a po- 
tentright hand which has long been 
the bane of left-handed batters. 

Most of Larios’ victims (who 
were iced early in his career) at- 
test to his mind-numbing knock- 
out prowess. 

But can the taller Mexican 
land his sockdolager to score an 
upset? Or will Super Pacman 
register a one-sided massacre? 

Your call. 


Motocross great Lopez dies 


FORMER MOTOCROSS Мо. 2 councilor of San Dioni- 


SPORTSWATCH 


Agrabio vs Melgarejo in Fistorama 

FISTORAMA FEATURES THIS AFTERNOON A 10-ROUND, SUPERFEATHER- 
weight bout between Dodi Boy Agrabio and Aaron Melgarejo. tis supported by а 
‘round boutin the bantamweight dision between Arnel Layson and Jonathan 
Martos. The fights were recently held ìn Barangay Bantug, Munoz Science City, 
Nueva Eja. Fistorama is showm worldwide twice weekly through ABS-CBN Glob- 
als The Нирпо ChanneVPinoy Central TV. "Golf Power Plus,” supported by PCSO, 
Hope and Tanduay, airs at 3 p.m. featuring the elimination match between St. Jude 
College Team land PATTS in ihe PCSO Women’s Intercollegiate Beach Volleybal 
Challenge. бой Power Plus is ikewise aired worldwide through ABS-CBN Global 
Limited's The Flipino ChanneVPinoy Central TV. 


Estrellado tops 5]С Int'l Derby 

POLESTRELLADO OF LAGUNA CLINCHED THE SOLO CHAMPIONSHIP OF THE 
first-ever “SIC 9-Cock Intemational Derby" Friday night at San Juan Coliseum. The 
‘event was sponsored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000. Estrellado's PEBL Sta. Cruz! 
bested a banner field of 90 local and international bets by posting eight wins 
against one loss. The team of Wiliam Go, Max Roxas and Patrick Puno (Paniqui 
Талас Dominator, 7.5 ponts) missed the ile by half a point. Top favorites Patrick 
‘Antonio, Gene Batiea of Mississippi and Jun Topacio (JTPA Sagupaan Complexor 
3000), settled for runner-up finish with seven points, along with Matt Bitanga 
{Golden Circle II), Adrian and Rey Manansala (Adrian and Tokwing ), Clyde Bene- 
bese (CMB Sylvester) and Ronald del Rosario (KC Carex Swing). Meanwhile, the 
"Gentlemen Cockers Assocation of the Philipines (GCAP) 5-cock derby is up next 
at SIC on June 21. Call 725-5369 and 725-8563 or 0917-8041691 (Ronnie) 


Honda Civic awaits Roligon champ 

WHO'S THE NEXT LUCKY PARTICIPANT WHO WILL DRIVE HOME A BRAND new 
Honda Смс? On July 1, 4, 6, 8 ahd 11, Roligon Maga Cockpit presens another 
blockbuster cocidest with eye-popping prizes, the Hatawan Sa Tag-Ulan 6-cock 
derby. The total guaranteed prze is P3.5 milion, said promoter Roly Ligon. The 
Honda Give, now on display at Roligon lobby, wil be awarded to the participant 
wah the fastest winning time (based on last fight). Entry fee is P800. For reserva- 
tion of cockhouses. contact 851-2275, 833-1638 and 852-9812 (Shirley or Jona). 
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ABE SA SUPORTA! 


CHAMPION: The Ist Mayor Jun Bernabe Cupin Barangay Don 
Bosco ended with Vatican Tennis Club as champion. From left are G. 
Loquellano, P. Cudilla, R. Velasquez, 1. Aguila, B. Pantino, B. Ranay, А. 
Villarosa, B. Nogrado, V. Valerio, R. Rendon, R. Aguila, M. Manalo, J. 
Gasacaw and W. Mosquito. 


Duncil ready for UAAP wars 


champion Redan Lopez is dead.. 
He was 46. Lopez, the 1978 
“Rider of the Year, passed away 
last Friday in his hometown in 
San Dionisio, lloilo. A contem- 
porary of motocross legend 
Butch Chase, Lopez remained 
actively involved in sports even 
after his retirement in mo- 
tocross. 

‘Aside from organizing regu- 
lar motocross races in Iloilo, he 
was also actively supporting 
chess, basketball and football 
from 1980 to 1990, 

In 1988, he ran and won as 


sio, Iloilo. The following elec- 
tion, he finished No. 1 coun- 
йог. 

He is survived by his wife 
Evelyn Sumergido and chil- 
dren Rebel Ramon (24), Mari- 
cel Margarita (21), Marian 
Palmira (15), Celia Andrea 
(10) and Andre Eugenio (9). 

His remains lie in state at the 
San Dionisio Municipal Hall 
and Later at St. Joseph Church 
in Јаго, Iloilo. 

Interment will be at the 
Lopez Family Cemetery in Jaro, 
йойо City, on June 17. 


DUNCIL: Rising tiger 


SANTO TOMAS WILL BE PARADING PRACTI- 
cally new faces in the coming UAAP basketball 
season, ready to end three fruitless campaigns 
and again be counted as one of the league's elite. 

League legend Pido Jarencio will be handling 
the Growling Tigers for the first time, returning 
to the place where his storied career started. 

After a dominating 1990s which saw the Es- 
pafia-based squad win four titles from 1993, the 
“Tigers missed the Final Four the last three years. 

Joselito Duncil will be one of the figures that 
Santo Tomas hopes would be able to help the 
Tigers reach the semifinals at the very least. 

"The 6-foot-1 Duncil, after averaging 14 
points, 3 rebounds and 2 assists last year, is 
one of the veterans in Jarencio's squad and 
could be the leader of this young team when 


the 69th UAAP season opens July 8. 

Duncil will be coming off an experience-en- 
riching stint with the Teletech Titans in the 
on-going PBL Unity Cup, where he had his 
moments of brilliance, 

“My stint with Teletech made me a better 
player as 1 played against veterans,” said Dun- 
cil, the youngest in a brood of seven, who is 
fondly called JoDun." 

“With coach Jarencio, we are optimistic we 
will do better this year,” he added. 

Burlington Industries Inc., incidentally, has 
made Duncil an endorser of its Biofresh socks, 
which has the technology to eliminate odor 
coming from an athlete's overworked feet. 

‘The new technology eliminates bacteria 
and microorganisms that cause feet odor, 


nu 


Ramirez gets 
full backing 
of PSC board 


THE PHILIPPINE 
Sports Commission 
Executive board 
made up of the agen- 
суз middle manage- 
ment personnel ye 
terday issued a mani- 
festo expressing full 
support for chair 
Butch Ramirez. 

Drafted by PSC's 
acting executive di- 
RAMIREZ rector Cesar 
Pradas, the manifesto vouched for 
Ramirez's "competence and dedication" 
in leading the agency's mandate to take 
care of sports development and the ath- 
letes’ welfare. 

Pradas and executive assistant Joy En- 
cabo said they did rhe gesture in the wake 

f “intrigues” thrown at Ramirez, who is 
now in Europe on an invitation of world 
sports officials, particularly the Fifa (in- 
ternational football federation) which is 
now staging the World Cup in Munich, 
Germany. 

“We want everybody to know that all 
department heads of the PSC are in total 
support of the chair and we represent all 
400 employees of the agency,” said 
Pradas. 

He added that he has not heard of any 
complaints against Ramirez during their 
weekly meetings with the representatives 
ofthe chair and the four commissioners. 

Sports legends Mona Sulaiman of track 
and field and Ed Pacheco of football have 
reportedly supported top-level changes 
in the PSC though both refused to issue 
statements to the media. 

Sources said two commissioners are on 
their way out with Bacolod sports media 
practitioner and Bacolod Southeast Asian 
Games Organizing Committee official Er- 
ic Loretiza and swimming legend Akiko 
Thomson being groomed to replace 
them 

The present board is composed of 
Ramirez, commissioners Joey Mundo and 
Richie Garcia, and Leon Montemayor and 
Ambrosio de Luna, who are holdovers 
from the administration of former PSC 
chief Eric Buhain. Marc Anthony Reyes 
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Del Rosario, Tee up 
in ladies all-events 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


LIZA DEL ROSARIO, THE 2004 ASIAN 
Grand Slam champion, dished out a 
smashing performance Friday night to 
storm ahead in the ladies’ Open all-events 
of the 35th PBC-Boysen International 
Open tenpin bowling championships at 
the Green Valley Lanes. 

The 28-year-old Del Rosario, who in 
2003 swept all four major events of this 
tourney, dislodged erstwhile leader Liza 
Clutario with 1747 total pinfalls. 

Del Rosario posted 868 in singles, 415 
їп doubles and 464 in trios to lead Clu- 
tario, whose 1726 enabled her to stay in 
second place, Sheena Go was third with 
1696. 

Southeast Asian Games Masters 
champ Markwin Tee occupied top spot in 
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the men’s side with 1833 after scoring 
919 in singles, 484 in doubles and 430 in. 
trios. Biboy Rivera (1810) was second 
and Gene Tonolete (1787) held third. 

Clutario, the SEAG Masters winner, 
nevertheless held on to the lead in the 
Masters qualifying with her 234.5 aver- 
age. Asia's No. 13-ranked ladies’ player 
rolled a four-game series of 219-207- 
233-279. 

Irene Benitez, the 2004 АВЕ Philippine 
leg champion, stood second with a 223 
average on lines of 225-207-225-235, fol- 
lowed by last years ABF Philippine leg 
winner Apple Posadas, who had а 246- 
209-212-224 series for a 222.75 average. 

‘Tyrone Ongpauco leads the men's Mas- 
ters qualifying with a 246.5 average on. 
lines of 252-224-223-287. The ABF Tour 
Singapore leg champ led 17-year-old 


Diego Candano, who held second place 
with a 245.25 average. 

Candano, who is creating a stir in this 
tournament for his strong performance 
against the crack field, rolled 246-268- 
225-242 to stay ahead of Tee whose 236- 
257-250-233 allowed him to keep third 
place with a 244 average. 

Overnight leader Biboy Rivera slid to 
fifth place (242.75) behind Kerwin Law 
(243.75), followed by Raoul Miranda 
(241.25), Takahiro Yoshida (241), Richie 
Poblete (240) and 2002 World Cup 
champ CJ Suarez (235.5). 

Meanwhile, the foreign players started. 
their campaign shortly after their arrival 
Saturday. The Koreans got going Satur- 
day night, while the Hong Kong and Thai 
bets were scheduled to play yesterday. 
‘The Malaysians are expected Tuesday. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 11,2006 


E-mail: pr_sports@inquirercom.ph 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


Orcollo rips 
ex-US Open 
titlist Deuel 


DENNIS "SURIGAO" ORCOLLO 
trounced former US Open cham- 
pion Corey Deuel, 9-5, yesterday 
to remain in the winners bracket. 
of the 2006 Reno Open at the 
Sands Regency Hotel in Reno, 
Nevada. 

The 27-year-old Orcollo, 
who hails from Bislig, Suri- 
gao del Sur, will face Tom 
Seymour in the next round. 
Seymour earlier beat Loren 
Mah, 9-6. 

Three other Filipinos, 
Warren Kiamco, San Fran- 
cisco-based Edwin Montal 
and Canada-based Deomark 
Alpajora, also stayed un- 
beaten 

The Cebuano cue master 
Kiamco nipped Jimmy 
Wetch, 9-3, Alpajora out- 
classed Nick Cano, 9-1, and 
Montal outwitted Rodney 
“Rockets” Morris, 9-2. 

Kiamco is scheduled to 
face Paul Juarez in the next 
round. Alpajora takes on 
Robb Saez and Montal will 
test the mettle of David 
Reljic. 

But Gandy Valle, the 1998 
Asian Games gold medalist 
from Davao City, bowed to 
Tim Hall, 4-9, and was rele- 
gated to the loser's bracket 
along with US-based Jose 
“Amang” Parica, who lost to 
Kim Davenport, 9-4 

Valle had earlier clinched 
one of the two slots in the 
qualifying round of the In- 
ternational Pool Tour (IPT), 
which has a prize fund of $8 
million, last June 4, in Seat- 
tle. 

He joined Orcollo, Kiamco 
and Rodolfo "Boy Samson" 
Luat in the grand finals 
along with outright seeds 
Efren "Bata" Reyes, Francis- 
co "Django" Bustamante and 
Marlon "Marvelous" Mana- 
lo. Marlon Bernardino 
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BIREL drivers 
Marlon Stockinger 
(10) and Ivan 
Carapiet (14) led the. 
pack in yesterday's 
three qualifying 
heats as they occupy 
the top two grid 
positions in today's 
pre-final race of the 
“Asian Karting Open 
‘Championship at the 
Carmona Circuit 
Philippines. 


Nangit 


Vine Beeren banded ana 


Stockinger takes kart pole 


CARMONA, CAVITE—THE PHILIPPINES! 
Marlon Stockinger of Birel Motorsports took 
pole position and Filipinos occupied the next 
four slots on the grid in today's pre-final race 
of the prestigious 2006 Asian Karting Open 
Championship's second leg at the Carmona 
Circuit here. 

Stockinger, the Rotax Max champion in the 
kickoff leg in Malaysia, put himself in position 
fora second straight victory after sweeping all 
three qualifying heats. 

He was consistent throughout, pulling 
away with the fastest lap time of 44.494 sec- 
onds to win the pole with a wide margin over 
teammate Ivan Carapiet. 

Carapiet had a runner-up finish in the first 
two qualifying heats before finishing third in 
the last race of the event sanctioned by the 
‘Automobile Association Philippines (AAP) 
and sponsored by Pilipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corp., Denso Iridium Power, Palmer Asia Inc., 


Yokohama, Vivere Suites, Department of Fi- 
nance, Philippine Sports Commission and the 
Department of Tourism. 

Last years champion Matteo Guidicelli of 
‘Alessandra Racing was No. 3 after finishing 
third in the first race, fourth in the second and 
a close second in the final heat, where he 
checked in just 0.884 seconds behind 
Stockinger. 

Alessandra Madrigal, Guidicellis team- 
mate, will start on No. 4 while Paolo Eslao of 
Ready to Race Team will be taking off from 
fifth spor. 

Тһе top foreign karter Johnny Afonso of 
Macau is somewhere at the back and may 
probably start 11th or 12th, 

But Asian Karting queen Michele Bumgar- 
ner of M&M Racing had a really bad day. 

She ended fourth in Heat 1, third in Heat 2 
and a broken throttle cord forced her out of 
the last qualifying heat. 


Valle gets IPT card in Washington 


ASIAN GAMES GOLD MEDALIST GANDY "SAP- 
sal" Valle of the Philippines beat Canadian Braddy 
Gollan, 10-5, to nail the last slot of the Intemational 
Pool Tour (IPT) 8-ball shoot-out held recently in 
‘Washington, Seattle, USA. 

fter taking a bye in the first round, Valle, 
playing under the stable of businessman Perry 
Mariano, beat John Doherty (10-6), Danny Med- 


ina (10-6) and Glenn Atwell (10-2), respectively, 
to face fellow unbeaten player American 
Michael Divas in the first slot of TTP card. 

‘Valle is also the 2005 SMB Asian 9-ball tour 
‘Singapore leg champion, trouncing reigning 
world 9-ball champion Wu Chia-Ching of Chi- 
nese Taipei, 11-9, in the finals. Marlon 
Bernardino 
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By Marinel К, Cruz 


YAN CAYABYAB, 
on his first close 
encounter with 


“Philippine 1401” aspi- 
rants on Thursday, June 8 
(sent as a text message to 
friends): 

“First day at ‘Philipine Idol’ au- 
ditions done. | thought I was 
tough enough. No. Got so emo- 
tionally drained having to say no 
to all the pleading, pleading 
and crying, crying. Hay, 
naku. This is not fun any- 
more. Torture! Ha-ha-ha. 

But wait, sobrang daming 
magagaling! Our coun- 
try is truly blessed. 
‘And so am I, to see 
such enormous д, 
talent parading f 

in front of me. {\ 
Nahirapan ka- 

mi to let go of 4, 

the less talent- 
ed—who 

were talents, 
nonetheless. Today (June 9) is 
another day of pleading and ery- 
ing. And feeling blessed. Tough 
job” 

«Ryan Agoncillo was an- 
nounced the lone host of "Philip- 
pine Idol.” 

"The mother of an aspirant 


C, ‘Ido? judg 
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was rushed to the hospital when 

her daughter failed the audition. 

“Two contestants had fever on 
Thursday, so they were instructed 
by judges Ryan Cayabyab, Pilita 
Corales and Francis Magalona to 
come back the next day. Both 
were sent through to the next 
round. 

*A grandson of comedy king 
Dolphy a former Star Records 
artist, and two finalists on "Star 
in a Million"—a talent search on 
Channel 2—all brought home 

highly coveted Golden Tickets 

I. On Friday. 

ЭШ... These were just some 
of the scenes at the 
Philippine International 
Convention ^ Center 

j (PICC) in Pasay City dur- 
ing the judging for 
the first season of 
the reality talent 
search on ABC S. 
At the time of 
Inquirer. Enter 
tainment’s visit, 
more than 60 
were — handed 
out, exceeding the allotted 50 for 

Luzon. Twenty-five contestants 

are expected from the Visayas 

and 25 more from Mindanao, 
said Perci Intalan, head of Cr 
ative and Entertainment Produc- 
tion. 
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EYELASH EXTENSION 


Enhance your over-all appearance in just 30 minutes through out enviable 
natural long and luscious eyelash extension from Paris, France. Absolute 
omforiabes durable and wil no fal olf even when you bathe or swim..wil 
еу HOLD FOR 2-3 MONTHS. 
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RYAN Cayabyab, 
right, with fellow 
judges Pilita 
Corrales and 
FrancisM, He says 
their first day with 
the aspirants was 
filled with pleadings 
and weepings. The 
second was marked 
by “intense 
reactions” that 
gave him a sleepless 
night. 
Жототттооанотом 
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2F Forum Bldg., Bonifacio Stopover 
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Fort Bonifacio, Global City 
Tels.: 816-3697 * 816-3698 
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MEGA and MYX VJs Heart Evangelista, Iya Villar 


Eigenmann 


SHARON Cuneta: First Magna 
‘Award winner 


ENTERTAINMENT... 


ОСК BANDS RULED AT THE FIRST- 
Re MYX Music Awards, held at On- 
stage in Greenbelt Makati on Tuesday. 
Leading the pack was Cueshé, which 
romped away with Favorite Song (for “Stay”), 
Artist and Group. 

Rivermaya topped two categories 
Video and Media Soundtrack, both for "You'll 
Be Safe Here," theme song of the ABS-CBN se- 
ries “Spirits,” directed by Chito Rofio. 

TF there's a Kapamilya vibe in this awards 
show, its because MYX is the music video 
channel of ABS-CBN. 

Other Kapamilya winners were "ASAP" per- 
formers Rachelle Ann Go and Erik Santos, 
who won Favorite Female and Male Artists, re- 
spectively, and fellow champion Ма 
Bautista, who won Favorite Remake for “I 
Need You." 

Still, it wasn't a purely Kapamilya affair, 
with GMA-75 Yasmien Kurdi bringing home 
the New Artist honors. 


Karel MarquezLuis Manzano (partly hidden), Nikki Gil and Geoff 
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Megastar Sharon Cuneta received the first 
MYX Magna Award—a lifetime achievement 
honor 

“Iwas so grateful that a music authority like 
MYX chose me as their first-ever Magna 
awardee,” Cuneta told bwQumem Entertain- 
ment. "It was also a thrill that a whole new 
generation of fans were being introduced to 
my music and that my entire 30-year music ca- 
reer was cited.” 

Christopher de Leon, Jaya, Nyoy Volante, 
‘Top Suzara, Nikki Gil and Kurdi serenaded 
Cuneta with a medley of her songs. 

Other winners: Sandwich, Indie Artist; 
Sponge Cola's “KLSB” Rock Video: Gloc 9% 
“Tula,” Urban Video; Rachelle Ann Go's “Fr 
the Start,” Mellow Video; Christian Bautista 
and Nina's "Burn," Collaboration; MYMP Live 
Performance; and Pussycat Dolls “Don't Cha," 
International Music Video. 

A few awards sounded strange—Favorite 
Ringtone (MYMP's “Tell Me Where It Hurts”) 


CHRISTIAN Bautista and 
Favorite FemaleRachelleAnnGo Santos 


NANG ) 


PILITA CORRALES: Expressive 


Star Theater on Wednesday. 


FAST-track audition judges Eugene Villaluz and Roselle Nava at 


From page A2-1 

Cayabyab told Inquirer on 
the second day: "I blew my top 
for the nth time. There were 
less people pleading, but more 
intense reactions. Wow! Sud- 
denly a lot of people hate me. 
Is this journey worth it? 1 will 
sleep tonight with a heavy 
heart again, having prevented 
many dreams from being ful 
filled. For the majority, this is 
not a ticket to fame but a pa: 
port to a better life. It is diff 
cult to endure the despair I see 
in their eyes. 1 hope the “Philip- 

ie Ido!” who emerges will be 
а hero. Not just an idol, but a 
hero.” 

Bearers of Golden Tickets will 
take part in the elimination 
round on Aug. 1 at the CCP 
Main Theater, where 24 finalists 
will be picked, said program 
producer Emily Carlos Roque. 

“We're bringing in all the 
technical requirements to the 
ССР We have to be at par with 
‘A standards,” Roque said. 

On June 7, 40 contestants 
from Luzon were chosen during. 
fast-track eliminations at the 
Star Theater in Pasay City. Lu- 
zon fast-track screenings were 
organized by Manila Broadcast- 
ing Corp., media partner of ABC 
5. For Visayas and Mindanao, 
screenings will be facilitated by 
Radio Mindanao Network. 


SL 


EVERYONE gave it their all, but only 40 of over 150 fast-track picks got the chance to face the main judges on Thursday and Friday. 


Mr. C, ‘Idol’ judge: Tough job 


HOST Ryan Agoncillo consoles one who didn't make it. 


FAVORITE Male Artist Erik 
Tone? 


Champs 
and rock 
bands 
reign 
supreme in 
the video 


awards LOVI Poe 


and Guest Appearance in a Music Video (Anne 
Curtis in Mark Bautista's “I Need You”). 

Presenters were led by Ryan Cayabyab, 
Pops Fernandez, Precious Lara Quigaman, Eu- 
la Valdez, Jett Pangan, Keanna Reeves and Bu- 
doy. 

The event was hosted by MYX veejays Luis 
Manzano, Heart Evangelista, lya Villania, 
Karel Marquez, Geoff Eigenmann and Nikki 
Gil. Bayani San Diego Jr. 


ROUNDUP 


Historic telecast 

A historic telecast airs on June 12 as ABS-CBN and ABS-CBN Global invite 
all Filipinos here and abroad to mark the Philippine Independence Day—a 
first in local TV viewing experience. 

Throughout the day, Filipinos wil witness the raising ofthe flag in various 
cities around the world on Channel 2 and The Filipino Channel, a 24-hour cable 
and satelite service available globally. 

Each flag ceremony—in Manila, LA, San Francisco, New York. Milan, Dubal, 
London, Sydney, Jeddah, Abu Dhabi and other key cities) will be led by promi- 
nent figures, including Manny Pacquiao and the Everest Expedition Team. 


Dream telecast 

Dream Satelite TV brings world-class entertainment to local sports fanatics 
with its live telecast of the 2006 Fifa World Cup in Germany, tauted as the 
“most spectacular sporting event” on the planet. 

‘The telecast started on June 9 and continues Until tomorrow. With all-digital 
direct-to-home TV broadcasting service via satellite, Dream carries pay-per- 
view channels for the 64 live World Cup matches as they happen, and as the 
drama unfolds in the 12 German cities hosting 32 international football teams. 


Russian festival 

The Cultural Center of the Philippines, Friendship Society Philipines Russia, 
Inc. and Embassy of the Russian Federation mark the 30th anniversary of RP- 
Russia diplomatic relations with the "Russian Cultural Festival,” June 14-18, at 
the OCP. 

One of the featured groups is New Names of Moscow. led by Viacheslav 
Kruglov. Peoples Artist of Russia and professor of Moscow State Academy of 
Music. 

The group has performed in concerts in Moscow, including the Kremlin, and 
at Unesco events. 


Best Inspirational 
-Pieta (Oyayi sa Paanan ni Hesus)" was declared Best InspirationaVReligious 
Single at ine recently concluded pre-awarding ceremony ofthe Awit Awards. 
“Pista” was produced by Julius Geuvara and composed by Paulo K. Tirol, 
with улов by Michel оу Francia. It was performed by Hangad, a group of 
young professionals bound by their aim of helping others know God through 
music. 
Over the last 15 years, the group has recorded four albums and produced 
three music videos under the Jesuit Music Misty 


А Tolits” day 
Bright Child Junior Ambassador of Goodwill BJ "Tolits" Forbes recently spent 
an afternoon with the chidren ol the Virtanie Foundation to teach them soma. 
dance steps from his “Toits” album. 

“Te event is a yearly summer outreach program of 3M Philippines. Volun- 
teers set aside four weekends to teach sports skis and values to the Virtanie 
wards 


Moonrise fest deadline 

The Center tor Environmental Awareness and Education and Ford Conservation 
and Environmental Grants ar inviting ай professional fimmakers, first-time 
fimmakers, teachers and students to Submit thelr documeniary-entrios to the 
Moonrise Fim Festival by 5 pm. on June 30. 

Moonrise is ап annual environmental and cultural flm competition launched 
toincrease environmental awareness and promote critical thinking. 

Organizers said, "Anything in and about the Phiippines--trom garbage to 
underwater Ме, rom forests lo historical sts, has the potential to make a 
good story.” Submission forms and festival mechanics are available at 
www moonrsefaitest.com. Or call 721-7380. 


Peer-to-peer music 

LONDON—EM! Group has announced that i would make its music catalog 
avaiable to the first advertising supported paer-o-pear service as the enter- 
talnment industry embraces the same technology that once nearly crippled It 

The naw sorvice called Qtrax, developed by New York-based LTOnolwork. 
and slate for launch later this year, wll ge consumers the ability to download 
music for free alter watching ads, or the option of paying for a premium sub- 
sorption version. 

Financial forms of the deal with London-based EMI, home to Coldplay and 
Robbie Williams, were not disclosed, although EMI, which is the first of the 
music mayors to sign up, wil share n both the advertising and song sales rev- 
enue 

Paer-to-poer services, which allow usors to download music, fims and TV 
programmes from othar users who have tho desired Мез instead of a central 
Server, stunned record companies in 1998 as teenagers started building mas- 
sive music collections by swapping songs for tree online with servicos Such as 
Napster and Grokster, rather than paying lor CDs. 

‘Music companies and fim studios have boen slowly warming to P2P ser- 
vices, however, as they overcome thelr bitterness and tears, Ina bid to harness 
file-sharing networks so users pay lor copyrighted songs. Reuters 


А? < 


NG CINEPLE 


FRENCH FILM 
FESTIVAL 


MEN 666 
uino п-13 
12.00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:00, 10:00 


fi) sers MAN 
TRCB PG-13 
346,430, 7:15, 1000 


(CARS 
aca cP 
140.2 18. 4 50, 726. 10.00 


TAKE THE LEAD / XMEN З] 
125,635 / 400,010 


WIRCE POT 
Moves ond vehidues го subacta change wisur prior noto 


Catch the Cineplex Special 


Catch the French Film Festival 2006 al the Shang Cinoplox 
from Juno 9-18! Celebrate French Spring as you enjoy 
a selection of critically acclaimed fims. Lo The Raven (12nn). 
L Esquive (2 40 pm), Safe Conduct (6:20pm) and Me and 
My Sister (10pm) at the Cinema 1. Tickets are at P50 / porson. 
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Top, Barbie, carry on 


By Pocholo Concepcion 
Contributor 


OP SUZARA SHOULD BE 
thankful for the conflicts that 
forced him to quit his former 

band Freestyle. Now he has his own 
self-produced album, “Carry On” 

(Universal), recorded with a couple 

of musician friends who believe he 

deserves the break 

‘The result is 15 tracks of pensive 
pop-rock soliloquy, in which Suzara 
contemplates the value of relation- 
ships including, in a few suggestive 
lines, his feelings on walking away 
from former band mates, 

Suzara is not only gifted with a full, 
booming baritone; he also plays 
acoustic/electric guitar and key- 
boards— skills he confidently applies 
to every song, Backed up by friends 
Rommel dela Cruz on bass and studio 
Owner Boyet Aquino on drums, 
Suzara sounds like he relished every 
word and sound that went into the 
music. 

Most of the songs are sad or brood- 
ing, even when they talk about love 
and the joy it brings. Is it an indica- 
tion of Suzara's state of mínd at the 
time he was recording the album? 

In a recent interview, he told us 
how painful it was to have lost his old 
band and that for a while he didn't 
want to do anything with music. 

But this guy сап hack it even if, at 
some points in the album, the songs 
sound no different from other com- 
mercial stuff on radio. Stil, as a solo 
effort it deserves an A, especially the 
lasting impressions his vocals leave. 

There are several tracks that may 
charm the cynical, but “Overcast” 
shines above the rest. It is an upbeat 
take on how cloudy weather can lift 
one's mood from bad to glad. 

Lines from some of the tracks—'It 
Ain't Easy” for instance—pierce the 
heart: "And the hardest part in lovin’ 
someone you really, really love/ls 
lovin’ them by letting go...” 

Perhaps the best thing Suzara did 
with "Carry On" is play his heart out 
while surrounded by friends who 
likewise deliver the goods. Watch out 
for some wonderful blues-y slide gui- 
tar and church-organ harmonies 
Suzara himself performed, not to 
mention a few great adlibs by guest 
guitarist Noel Mendez. 
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that it's got to be Edie Brickell—by 
virtue of phrasing and intona- 
tion—cooing into our ears. 

That's not to denigrate the efforts 
of a beauty-and-brains type of musi- 
cian like Almalbis, who goes solo in 
her latest CD, "Paradise" (12 Stone 
Records). Its justa bit creepy that she 
does sound like Brickell, an American 
singer-songwriter whose promising 
career was temporarily put on hold 
when she married Paul Simon and 
raised their three children. 

Almalbis herself is said to be in love 
with ason of Gringo Honasan, and we. 


Ee 


at the Glorietta 4 Cinema Lobby 


on June 10 and 11, 2006 from 10:30 AM to 8:30 PM 
Gear up for a weekend of non-stop games and 
surprises for the whole family! 
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wonder if that could be the cause of 
the blissful vibrations in “Paradise.” 

This album could send the listener 
into fits of euphoria, on account of 
the soft, cherubic cooing vocal style 
that Almalbis seems to have perfected 
in the course of a career that began in 
the mid-1990s and covered two sepa- 
rate bands (whose members still 
wound up playing as session musi- 
cians in this supposedly solo work). 

Almalbis is still capable of portray- 
ing wide-eyed innocence, like nurs- 
ing a crush ("Alam ko na'ng pangalan 
mo/Pati address at telepono..."), or 
falling in love for the first time with 
hesitation ("I love you but can you 
wait...) 

But this is no cutesy pop stuff, since 
Almalbis' acknowledges having been 
turned on as a kid by badass bands 
like Guns n Roses. Yet neither does 
“Paradise” burn with crunchy hard 
rock, although there are tracks that 
warm the body with spirited interplay 
between musicians led by Jack Ru- 
fo--former Club Dredd prodigy and 
currently hot record producer. 

A few songs are noteworthy for 
their use of imagery ("Little Miss Spi- 
der,” “For the World”). But there are 
also traces of ambiguity and awk- 

wardness with lan. 
guage—weaknesses 
that don't really mat- 
ter so long as the 
hooks and melodies 
connect. 

And as far as con 
nection is concerned, 
it's easy to pinpoint 
which tracks the first- 
time listener would 
easily remember in 
“Paradise.” These in- 
clude a duet with the 
Fil-Am band Speaks 
CHigh), an Eraser- 
heads cover ('Over- 
dive") and that sham- 
poo commercial 
soundtrack ('Sum- 
mer Day”). 

Not to mean that 
Almalbis lacks the 
prowess to write 
great tunes. Let's just 
say that maybe she 
really needs to fall 
madly in love by 
now. 


Welcome Froi 
Welcom Froi, for- 
merly of the boy 
band Jeremiah, into 
the fold of new solo 
artists. Soon to be re- 
leased is his first 
four-track — release, 
simply titled "Froi" 
Carrier single is 
“Sabihin Mo,” and 
the other three num. 
bers arer “Bathala,” 
“Kaibigan” and an 
acoustic version of 
“Sabihin Mo." 


sessiOn Road 
Also out in the 
market soon is the 
new album of the 
group sessiOnRoad, 
with all-original 
songs written by its 
five members—Han- 
nah (vocals, guitar), 
Chavi (drums), JV 
(percussion, back-vo- 
cals), Coy (lead gui- 
tar) and Richard 
(bass). Meanwhile, 
the group performs 
at Tavern on the 
Square, Greenbelt 3, 
on June 21 and 28. 
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THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED MONTHLY 
competition for ABC 5's “Shall We Dance" 
program was instructive to us in several 
ways: 

First, celebrities who compete in the 
dance contest should be good dancers to be- 
gin with. 

They can't hope to learn the basics of ad- 
vanced moves of competitive ballroom danc- 
ing in only four weeks time. And they 
shouldn't expect to win on sheer celebrity 
brio, panache and drop-dead looks alone. 

This lesson presented itself in a particular- 
ly striking way two weeks ago, when 
Melanie Marquez was voted out of the tilt 
Prior to that, she had won points with both 
jurors and viewers with her idiosyncratic, 
“emote na emote” way of “selling” her dance 
numbers. 

‘Two weeks ago, however, her lack of real 
dancing prowess caught up with her. Despite 
her “show-stopping” performance, replete 
with sultry looks, dramatic emotional flour- 
ishes and theatrical gestures, she couldn't 
reach the level of the other celebrity finalists 
for the month, Desiree del Valle and Joshua 
Zamora. 

‘And that was as it should have been. The 
show is titled “Shall We Dance,” not “Shall 
We Emote,” after alll 

A second lesson we've, learned from 
watching the show for some months is that 
the local ballroom dancing scene has some 
very strong and vivid female performers, but. 
some of its male dancers are on the swishy 
side, and that compromises the quality and 
strength of the numbers they perform, 

Clearly, this problem has to be addressed, 
if ballroom dancing expects to be taken more 
seriously here. It's cool for male dancers to 
be gay, but they shouldn't swish when they 
perform--that's the bottom line. 

Finally, we've learned that, while our 
dancers really work hard at their routines, 
some of them are limited on point of real 
originality and individual interpretation. 

Compare some of them to the dancing 
dervishes on US shows like “Dance Fever,” 
and the disparity is clear. 

This is not to disparage our dancers, sim- 
ply to point out that much more can be done 
by our dancers if they really want to be inter- 
nationally competitive. 

Last Sunday, the show's monthly finals 
came to a head, with Desiree and Joshua 
and their respective partners fighting it out 
for the top slot. 
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Exciting dance finals coming up 


Desiree was a delight to watch as she com- 
plemented her lovely looks and great figure 
with a sizzling dance style that heated up the 
studio, 

But Joshua held his own with his own 
unique macho mastery of the dance floor, 
and he and his dance partner, Janeth, proved 
to be the more eye-catching pair. 

At show's end, however, the votes submit- 
ted by the jurors and the studio audience fa- 
vored Desiree and her partner, Dennis. 

Not to worry, though: The show has a 
“wild card” alternative for non-winners, and 
ме believe that Joshua and Judith have a 
good chance of joining the grand finals of 
joining the grand finals of “Shall We Dance” 
via that option. 

So, the grand finals are shaping up as an 
exciting showdown between monthly final- 
ists Mystica and Miguel, Tirso Cruz III and 
Mia, Desiree and Dennis, and possibly 
Joshua and Janeth. Who will emerge as 
grand champions ofthe celebrity dance chal- 
lenge? 

On June 25, we'll find ош. 


МТУ Youth Fair 

EXPERIENCE the electric world of the MTV 
Youth Fair, where music, gadgets and 
gamin’ come together at the Rockwell Tent 

in Makati, on June 11 and 12. 
Join VJs KC Montero, Cindy Kurleto 
+ and Mare Abaya as they show off 
different zones of the digital 
lifestyle, and rock to amplified 
performances by hot bands 
2%, like Dicta License, Dharma 
ia, Down, Itchyworms, 6Cy- 
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"LA CAPTIVATING MOVIE THAT 
MAKES YOU SMILE, LAUGH AND 
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message to ВВВ (Standard rale in excess ol the FREE TEXT allocation applies). e-mail us al smarigologsmart.com ph, visit our website at www smart.com ph. or vipit the 
Center nearest you 


man Wire GENDARY Mg ins — GP 
She Weme = 


SUPERMAN and ali related characters and elements are trademarks of and © DC Comics. 


remm PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


E-mail pr_entertalnment@inguirerccom.ph 


“Text us your feedback: inquirer ent name/agelcity/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Padilla, 
Padilla! 


^. Zsazsa and Rustom 
E 


РЧ 
g3 


i land iconic roles in 


UNCLE Rustom plays Ada, Zsazsa’s gay beautician alter-ego. 


By Bayani San 
Diego fr. 


sex | Good Grooming 
Swe | Starts with 


movie version of 


er awa а Great ы 1 |1 
ilagilala: а a 
iore Haircut і KE ] Mahaba ang 


ran ni Zsazsa 

Zatumnah”— 

one of the 10 ap- 3 ^ 

proved entries for t ite-text mo? 

the Metro Manila i 4 

Film Festival. 
Regal Entertain- 


ment producer Lily a T 
Monteverde confirmed Р Para mas madali, 
with INQURER Enter- 
tainment that Rustom 
Padilla had been d 
tapped to play Ada, the b mag- 
man-hating gay beauti- F M. | 

ay 


dan who transforms ЎЎ 
into Zatumnah, the = 
“powerful, voluptuous ‚ Z . 
and red-haired” super- Ё He ULTIMATE IN SALON services 
heroine to be portrayed 
by Zsazsa Padilla. GREENBELT TIMOG DEL MONTE 

“As of now, only 816.3884 / 816.4002 927.3448 | 411.8728. 413.7183 / 413.7192 
Rustom and Zsazsa SALCEDO ` GREENHILLS SAN JUAN 
haye been cast for 817.8770 / 817.2959 722.6614 / 722.6615 726.1084 / 727.2196 
sure,” director Joel AYALA AVENUE LIBIS ALABANG 
Lamangan said. 751.9560 /751.9561 437.7021 1437.7028 7712268 

MONA Per OTLHOR Permit # 1544. Sein ol 2008 


THE THIRDLINE Inc 


proudly presents 


Mas malinaw. Mas convenient. Mas sigurado! 


Jaz 


MARK LOPEZpiano 
ү dela CALZADA! 


1]. Dial 2899 + recipient's V (^). Record your message 
* fi-digit cel number. * after the voice 
prompt. 
JOEY QUJRINOkeyboards 
MARINA TOLENTINO 
& IVY MANIQUISback-up vocals 


NICOLE & CARLO 


BITUIN ESCALANTE —- 
8 JULY 2006 SATURDAY 9:00pm pig te ferrard ie Tat you . KA 
SAJE GREENBELT1, AYALA CENTER, MAKATI pe 270720023667 mo Peed 

ке А 4 EE anion LL 


ESRT Capo Moos one, eon ant menage оваа (ended rale п exces ol ha FREE TEXT sinc apte 
ына и Cara GHA com EN vel ou WEBS м mart com ph rv Фа SMART Vies Cone nerost yi, 


a P1500 Upper Orchestra P1200 Upper Orchestra Side P1000 Balcony P500 


ми» BUHAY MEDICAL FOUNDATION. ING, Avallable to: 


эй Е B wem cun 
i 


SEAMUS Davey- 
Fitzpatrick and 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


THE NEW REMAKE OF "THE OMEN" 
recreates some frightening aspects of the 
original film, which first screened three 
decades ago. While the genuine chills are. 
few and far between this time, the entire 
experience feels cohesive and whole 
enough, and shows adequate skill and vi- 
sualization on filmmaker John Moore's 
part. Itshows the natural, carefully paced 


PHILIPPINE Д D 


ENTERTA! 


‚ ‘The Omen’: Hell hath some fi 


progression of events, which center on 
such an unnatural character, the prophe- 
sied anti-Christ child, and the people who 
try to figure out his real nature, 
Remember when a slew of pre-mil- 
lennial films were apocalypse-themed 
and portended death and destruction 
back in the late "90s? Perhaps the 
dumbest of them, “End of Days,” was 
able to incorporate impending doom 
into its “deadline,” 1999—which, 
when inverted, show three number 6s, 


or the "beast's 
remake is able tq 
ploy, as the film 
оп 06/06/06. Т} 
of such symbo 
handed when it 
credits. It gets dh 
ters "o" and "t | 
come "6" and cr 
ly. 

Bat symbolism 
acies recur and 


the strange goiny 
relevant by ment 
Terrorist attacks, 
ters, and other т 
biblical predicti 
foretell the comi 
the contention thi 

Perfectly cast a 
of this doom-bri 
Schreiber (as a y 
sador) and Julia 
endangered wife 
they're raising a 
(Seamus Davey 
ously, not for lon 
nicely are David 
waite, and Mia 1 
and mystery to hy 
role) 


OPENS JUNE 14 


RAMON “BONG” REVILLA Jr. 
AI-AIDE LAS ALAS PRECIOUS LARA QUIGAMAN 


(Ms. International 2005) 


OPENS JUNE 21 


BASED ON DAN BURNSTEIN’S 
NO. 1 NEW YORK TIMES 
BEST-SELLER 


one film 

solves out 

the puzzles 

and takes 

on the 
controversi 


Believably cred 
Strangely, the у 
ate enough evi! bı 
possess the devi 
nal kid actor see 
Nevertheless, ine 
and believable + 
things to the pe 
ly jolting scene» 
nightmares, as 
graphic death: o: 
and those rone 
scary as hel, than f 
Like the m« 
Exorcist” and 
Dead,” the bc 
other metaph: 
looks, or for 
make astutel: 
spherics, al 
maintain int 
and its detail. 
to and paroc 
1976. Let's 
doesn't insp 
other doomsi.i 
cidences with 


Good ‘kuyas’ 
FROM Jade Balani: 

This is in relation-to the st 
of Bayani San Diego Jr. on "Pi. 
Big Brother" and the censors, 


INAH REVILLA EUGENE DOMINGO 
DEEJAY DURANO: KETCHUP EUSEBIO-JANELLE JAMER*KIRAY CELIS*AARON JUNATAS 


ACADE \. NOMINEE D. 
JONATHAN STACK 


SECRETS 


ж ж E 
"Truly, director Lauren Dy 


- Big Brothers 
to the house- 
mates of the 
controversial “y= 


realityshow. FEEDBACK 


PA 
("vef Once But Tasa) 


BOBBY ANDREWS ana CHOKOLEIT 
ASSIST 
SOON 


рене 


К DEA 


ХЫ) mus prooucronsine NV.DERAMAS 


for properly 

handling the 

case of housemate : Al 
Gachalian. The kid volunte. 
to be evicted because he cow 
cope with stress ‘inside 
house, 

He seemed confujed anc 
pressed during his eviction 
now, on TV guestirigs, it 1 
like he is a better-adjusted 
vidual. 


Agree with NUT 

From Elizabeth Рег 
(bperalta@info.com.ph, 
Guadalupe, Makati City: 

Please convey to Mr. Torr 
concurrence with his lis 
shortcomings on the part ¢ 
local TV networks, espe 
midnight broadcasts of new 
current affairs programs an 
many ads. 

In popular shows, adve 
ments are longer than the a 
program on a per hour | 
They have gone around KBI 
scribed ratios by extending 
hour shows to two-hour si 
Also, there is по more semb 
of discipline in the scheduli 

“Jewel in the Palace" is i 
fect example. It changes 
slots at least two or three ti 
month. It is exasperating 

Talso get so tired of seeir 
same faces, particularly or 
grams of GMA 7, which rc 
their contract artists fron 
program to another, or 
GMA7 to QTV. 

We are at the mercy of th 
works who produce their 
shows, using their respectit 
ble of stars, How many time 
Angel Locsin and Richare 
tierez be reincarnated? 
many times a week will we 
seeing Joey de Leon? 

And we see the same si 
movies that the networks pre 
There is such a thing as satu. 
It is good that ABC 5 is prov 
bea good alternative, | supp- 
Torre in his efforts ro allevi: 
plight of televiewers. 


у 4 


A true story of one 
of the most famous 
instances of 
DEMONIC 
POSSESSION 


3 in American history. 
Watch it at GLOBE PLATINUM CINEMA 
with luxurious all La-Z-Boy seats? 


+ free popcorn & drinks The incident was 


witnessed and 


BEFORE & AFTER THE MOVIE DINE AT OVER 300 FOOD OUTLETS documented by 


AROUND THE CENTER * COME EARLY & AVOID THE RUSH hundreds of people, 


For ticket inquiries, please сай TicketNat at 911-5555 or log on to www tcketnet.com.ph 


cem CN Бо) 


INSIDE MAN 
115/400 645/930 


among them was 
Andrew Jackson, the 
7th President of the 
United States. 


THE ONLY CINEPLEX 


sar] 
IN THE COUNTRY 


CARS 


їй! 130760002301900 | 


t 
TAKE THE LEAD 
100135076401930 


ALL ABOUT LOVE 
2101235150017251950 | 


OMEN 666 
ronson son Ef 


"THEDA VINCI CODE | 
1230134016501 1000 | 


MANAY PO 
, 1240125515101725/9:40 
BENCH WARMERS 
pr. 
FAILURE TO LAUNCH 


prim 


Alima CINEMAS 


THE DA VINCI CODE 
12307285 540/825 


ALL ABOUT LOVE 
"A 1210 m5 11513016051830 


XMEN 3 | CARS 1135/205/435 
| zooms rom OMEN 666 7001925 


IT HAPPENED IN 1818 
NOW IT'S HAPPENING AGAIN 


AN AMERICAN 


HAUNTING 


THE BELL WITCH STORY. 


X-MEN 3 
11.307 140/410) 307850 


OMEN 666 
1256/325/565/820 


CARS 
1230/300/530/800 


“BEST COPY AVAILABLE] 


umber.” “The Omen” 
make use of a similar 
»pened in most places 
[лз timely, but the use 
sm becomes heavy- 
comes to the opening 
sracting to see the let- 
in the cast's names be- 
ss shapes, respective- 


Land supernatural intri- 
merge quite well with 
~on in the story, made 
Joning actual tragedies, 
massive natural disas- 
sfortunes are tied into 
ns, which supposedly 
а of darker days, and 
t hell's avatar is here. 
j the unwitting parents 
şer are brooding Liev 
hung American ambas- 
tiles (as his constantly 
They're unaware that 
demon-child, Damien 
itzpatrick) but, obvi- 
Rounding up the cast 
Thewlis, Pete Postleth- 
ırrow (who adds class 
r overprotective nanny 


[PY 
pung actor doesn't radi- 
looks alone; he doesn't 
^ charm that the origi- 
[ned to naturally have, 
shown to be creepy 
hen be does horrible 
le around him. The tru- 
however, are in Stiles’ 
Il as in the violent and 
certain characters. Oh, 
h Rottweilers, they're 
s to able editing! 
ter-children of "The 
Night of the Living 
"The Omen" is yet an- 
or danger that belies 
t innocence. The re- 
is that through atmo- 
th it takes effort to 
because the concept. 
ve been paid homage 
countless times since 
е that this remake 
ny more sequels, or 
licks, numerical coin- 


“CHILD OF OUR TIME” 

Televiewers are treated this month to the intriguing stories on “Child 

of Our Time 2005,” the Hallmark Channel's breakthrough reality 

series. Season premiere is on June 18, 755 p.m., replay on June 19, 

3:15 pam. The program continues to follow 26 babies bom at the 
nium, and their families, The kids are now in school. 


OO KAAU AN 
POWER PLANT 
CINEMA 
Rockwell Center, Makati City Т. Мо: 598144041 snos 
ГРЕЗ 


‘TAKE THE LEAD 
РСТ 


3 
1215245515, 
745,10:18. 


FAILURE. 
TO LAUNCH 
OMEN 666 


PG13 
R13 1240300520 
110330580, KAEN 
0101030 ‘THE LAST STAND 
РСЗ 
7401000 


MOVES AH) SCREPING SCHETLLES SUBIECT TO CHANGE ИТНО PRIOR NOTIE FOR VERIFICAN CALL INA WA 


‘THE INSIDE MAN 
PG13 


12452455:15, 
7451015 


AT THE CINEMAS 


Reserve yow echt by wig SURESEATS. саз SURESEATE Gt 3 деме їп ar 


X-MEN: THE 
LAST STAND 


ALL ABOUT. 


THE OMEN Love 


MANAY PO 


INSIDE MAN 
ЗЁ „2002593995 
a ES 


cars 2 THE OMEN 


То The Advance Screening Of 


eanu Reeves Sandra Bullock 


Jung 13,2006 Tut у 
7:30PM Glorietta 4, Cinema 6 


Tune in to Monster Radio RX93.1 and get a chance to win FREE Invites. 


уюша ин 
1 m 


imelakahousemorie com 


IN CINEMAS JUNE 14 


At the Activity Center 


и Service tert holine: 0917 6095900. 
Customer Service Numbers: болеа - 752 7272. rom 10am to 8pm 
Greenbelt -752 4853; от ftam lo 12m 


Alabang Town Centor - 842 2782: rom 10am to Bpm 
Ayala Center Cebu (032) 231 5342 oc 324 
Market Marke! -806 7518 


X-MEN: THE THE DA 


5 take tHe Leao |6 


LAST STAND 


VINCI CODE 


TOWN 


GLORIETTA 


|: THE LAST STAND 


THE OMEN 


ELI] 
[| ominas sins 


зо БМ rl 
á (GUARANTEED SEATS 


BPI Techno instalment Madness 


5th ATC Taekwondo Invitational 
‘June 7 to 18, 2006 


June 10 & 11, 2006 


AYALA CENTER. 
CEBU 


MARKET! MARKET! 


EUREN 
"солшыл 


2 7 


еа 
a m 


0 ato SEATS 


Alaska Yamoo: The Super Good Drink 
for Super Good Kids! 
June 12, 2006 


TAKETHELEAD ТД 
Cebu Business Month's Cultural Activity 
June 11, 2008 


CARS INSIDE MAN 


G8 3 Fun Dining presents Comedy Nights 
THE OMEN "Jane TO” Ras Navarete 


Е TAKETHELEAD |5 X-MEN: THE LAST STAND 


—— PR PRRPEPRUUE EEEREREE 
FAILURE TO 4 AQUAMARINE I “The perfect spot for concerts, stage plays а corporate events 
LAUNCH X-MEN fa now accepting bookinga for June to July 2008 

7 For inquiries, ple, сэй 752-7862 or 757-3362 

cars ————————————— 

PAROLA: Colonia! Lighthouses In the Philippines 
May 1610 June 18, 2006 

For inquiries, please cali 757-1117 fe 21 loc 29 9f Visi waw. ayaiamuseum org 


wa * 


cars |3 


THE OMEN 


З TAKETHELEAD |4 INSIDE ман 


5 X-MEN: THE LAST STAND 


Experience Show Business At Its Best! 
Welcome to a new level of urban retail entertainment. 


MyCinema is where you can enjoy the latest movies, 
hang-out and party or do impressive presentations and 
launches with the well-chosen few. 


ERIK santos 
loving you now! 


June 11,2006, 4pm 


Metrcpolnt Ма! 
June 25, 2006, 4pm 
Pavilion Mail 

July 16, 2006, 4pm 


twist Г 
Kung Maalala Mo 
paraang 
IW Kever Leave You 
Goodbye s Not forever 
Ваш Вар Ka 


GREENBELT3 
mychema 


State-of-the-art Dolby EX sound format 
» Tastefully modern cocktail ond theater area 


# 50 luxurious Ferco seats + 


117 


Nepote 


For inquiries & reservations, call 752-7862 or 757-3860 to 63 


| [ 
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ENTERTAINMENT SUNDAY, JUNE 11,2006 | 
Black Eyed ‘balut’ 


THE PINOY BLACK EYED PEA, vendor Otherwise... 

Allan Pineda, a.k.a. Aplde.ap, K 

says he likes coming home tothe Anything but 

Philippines to eat balut. Actually, Exercise does not have to be a 
‘what he said was, “1 like buying ba- tedious and boring ordeal, ac- 
lut from street vendors.” So there, cording to the organizers of the 
the balut has to come with a street Nestlé Fitnesse “Fit In” event in 


MTRCB p GG „755045. | ALL AGES ADMITTED 


"FIT-IN" belles, from left: Nancy Castiglione, Jacquilou Blanco, 
Ey ==, Mylene Dizon and Reema Chanco 
j Ж Boracay. The boys on ће island at mom, our columnist Dolly Anne 
i bad N3 the time couldn't agree more. Carvajal, did not join. Kidding! 
pa j What with these — beau- i 
Ё ties—Jacquilou Blanco, Mylene No wedding plans 
Dizon, Reema Chanco and Nancy SWAKOPMUND, Namibia 
Castiliogne—leading activities. — Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt have 
TOS 3 denied that wedding bells are in 
“Amazing Dare’ the air, saying they want to con- 
IC Mendoza is among the centrate for now on their new 
celebrity contestants in ABC 5's born daughter and Jolie's two 
“Amazing Dare,” airing today at adopted children. 
10 p.m. The participants became ^ "There is nothing in the air 
farmers for a day. That is why IC's Тһе focus is the kids, and we are 
obviously extremely committed 
to the children and as parents to 
gether,” Jolie told a news confer- 
ence for local journalists at a ho: 
tel in the Namibian coastal town 
of Swakopmund. “So that kind of 
says it for us, and to have a сеге 
mony on top of itis nothing.” 
and Sheree Okay, fine, AP 


Padilla, Padilla!» 


And Ogie Alcasid, 
who was originally 
cast as Ada? 

“1 talked with his 
manager leo 
Dominguez and 
promised to make it up. 
to him, said Mon- 
teverde. 

ЖО быш сз MAXI Cinco takes measurements for costume. 
ance to the movies ture projects.” able, Monteverde said, 
original dirgctor Mark She added that they “Ogie can portray Did. 
Meily and his choice аз were stil waiting for 105 also a plum part— 
Zaturnnah, Rufa Mae the availability of co- lengthy and funny" 
Quinto. “Td like to pub- median Allan K, For Femina, Zaturn- 
lily apologize for what whom Meily had con- nah's extra-errestrul 
happened,” Моп- sidered as Didi, Абаз nemesis, the names of 
teverde said. “I hope to scene-stealing sidekick. _singers-actresses 
‘work with them in fu- — 1f Allan is unavail- Morales and Pops 
nandez have cropp« 
up. 
INQUIRER caught up 
with Zsazsa while she 
Pilipinas: Ang Nakaraan was in the middle ot 
training. She recount 
ed: "Tve been training 
for this movie since 
March. Even when Ru. 
fa Mae was attached to 
the project, 1 сопот 
чей working out be: 
cause it was great for 
my figure” 

Right after the 
gym workout, de 
signer Maxi Cinco | 
took Zsazsa's mea. 
surements for the 
Zaturnnah costume 

Zsazsa said she was 
pleased that her "un. 
cle" Rustom would Ix 
playing her onscreen 
alter ego. “He's the 
cousin of my dad Car 
los Jr. His father Roy is 
the brother of my 


grandfather Carlos М. 
: 4 J| похот, who was. 
3 9 so training at a gym an 
o |. the time of the pho 
; 4 interview, told ол 
6 7 [| that he was “very hap 
EU [| py” as well. "It was first 
H a offered t me mo 
7 2 months ago,” he sul. 


but there were "a ie. 

hitches" at the time. 
He pointed wur 

that the “kink” v 


N M nor the talent fee. a 
А N rumored. “It’s just 
] ^ | that, 1 didn't have 4 
m A manager then” 
: 22 Rustom signed р 


with talent mana. 
Arnold Vegafria st 
month, 

Monteverde ass 
ed that the stars hiv: 
been very “coop 
буе" about mo: 


GET Л BACKPACK | Ngayong ika-12 ng Hunyo, sabay-sabay nating ipagbunyi ang ating kalayaan. e 


sion, but they un 


5 = = stand the predican: 
of movie produc 
FOR ONLY 99 WITH 1 Enchanted Kingdom, bukas sa araw ng Kalayaan, ika-12 ng Hunyo mula alus diyos ng umaga — ^ Heer enl m 


hanggang alas diyos ng gabi, Espesyal ang araw ni 


" а ito! Es 1 dir this movie." 
VERY PSOOPURCHASE [soo meme a ef mmm ут 


eem ) Nagkakaisang Me 
(imo 


Mula Hunyo 5 hanggang А, 
Sabado at Linggo lı 


pira ш Enchanted Kingdom ay bukas ng 
lamang sa ganap na ika-10 ng umaga hanggang ika-10 
| 1 ng gabi, Ang paputok ay mapapanood ng alus nuebo ng gabi. 


+ ШЕШШ | Bu enroute sa Bea an 
ШШ SHOPS DDR Vis anag Р пораз of provi 


gagawa ng Peliku 
Pilipino at the tim 
the phone inter vs 

sciitudadéungdori He said he was ra 


тоге jobs for m 


| i { йн 7 P "m ; workers. 4 А 
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The problem with being Lindsay Lohan: 


OS ANGELES-- The actress who won acclaim tinized me [as much] when Iwas $F $ 
Poor Lindsay Lo- ш “Sideways” added of her а might ЕЯ 
“Prairie” co-star: “She was like en over before it started. But 
Han has been the our kid on the set. This was not a she handles it pretty well. She is a 
target of unsavory ru- movie that she had to сапу on lot more mature than Iwas at her 
mors, from claims that her shoulders. Everyone felt a bit age. At the end of the day, I just 
she has a drug abuse Nepale protective of her. She's very easy “want to work with folks who are 
problem to having an eat- epales tolove.” committed to being good actors 
ing disorder. When 1 asked the always excel. and she is one.” + 
Row she is being accused ofa first became aware of her. I felt lent actor John C. Reilly about In a separate interview, Lind- 
$1 million-a-year shopping ad- compassionate toward her and Lindsay, he had a glowing com- say opened up about the issues 
ышы There are allegations somewhat protective because I ment as well: “She earned the re- haunting her. 
aa goes t a hypnotherapist found itvery offensive thatyoung spect, of Robert Altman eed | g satin 
re her ofa hab that suppos. girls are asked, At 15, did you Мету Streep. Meryl Streep, Youre How do you xum yo 
edly involves blowing as much аз have your bust done? Are you sil not going to get better than that. Han pa bf Че negative stu 
$100,000 im stores in just one a virgin?” find that incredibly of- Lindsay really has the chops of a released about you—for in- 
duy fenswve and justwrong and a little eal actor. She has the burden of stance, the Vanity Fair cover 


"t having to grow up with everyone story? 
‘These have all been denied by bit creepy. I don't think they ask а б ^ " THE FUNNIEST SCARY MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 
syn been denied BY youngmensuchquestionsasDo Serutinizing every single thing Idon’t need to defend myself. 1 F THEI Li 


че vanity Fu for claiming ina You have pubic hair yet?” thn chedees Hag someone sau. dont usually read all chat b- [DEP REDRESS JUNE PU 


cause the stories harp too much 
cover. story that she had tied dun Н 
drugs “а little” but had gotten оп the negative rather than on 


2 E he positive. But 1 think some- 
that out of "her system. pn epi 
It doesn't help Lindsay's case Са 
that, when she shows up for inter- E 
views, she is stick thin. She is al- 
‘ways а disarming interview sub- 
ject though, poised and mature 
beyond her 19 years. One ray of 
sunshine in Lindsay's life and ca- 
reer these days is her first indie 
film, ‘A Prairie Home Compan- 
ion,” in which she gets to act with 
and play the daughter of Meryl 
Streep. She also gets to use her 
underutilized talents as a good 
singer by singing in the film, 
based on the popular US radio 
show hosted by Garrison Keillor, 
which also stars Lily Tomlin, Vir- 
ginia Madsen, John С. Reilly, 
Woody Harrelson and Tommy 
Lee Jones. 
Ina recent interview with Vir- 
ginia, I asked what made her de- 
fend Lindsay in one article. She 
replied, "I remember seeing her 
on one of the late night talk 
shows. She had to defend (the 
size of) her breasts. | think she 
was 16at that time. That's when] LINDSAY plays Meryl Streep's daughter in Robert Altman's latest. 


So that Vanity Fair cover story 
wasn't truthful? 

Some of it was true. And some 
of the words were misconstrued 
and twisted a bit but I love Vanity 
Fair. The positive thing about that 
one is, I feel Iwas able to bring an 
awareness to younger girls to 
take care of themselves, be com- 
fortable with their body and let 
beauty show through from the in- 
side rather than from the outside. 


But we are not certain which 
ones are not true. 

Td rather not go into details 
(laughter) 


Some have the impression that 

you enjoy being in the public 

eye, and that you don’t mind 

being chased by the paparazzi. 
1do mind. 


But do you enjoy just being 
THEPROBLEMIA22 
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DOCKERS 


Dockers’ San Francisco ` saf E 


> 
\ 


RESSES UP ~ 
100 DADS 


CELEBRATE FATHER'S DAY AT DOCKERS AND 
GET A CHANCE TO OUTFIT YOUR DAD! 


Promo Mechanics 


* Promo period is from June 15, 2008. July 31,2006 For Visayas winners - Levi Strauss 


Philippines Cebu Office 
* Every purchase of Dockers? San Francisco product entitles fim 01 САМ Building Cor Molave and 


customers to one (1) raffle coupon. Escario Sts., Lahug, Cebu City 


Customer shai fill out the raffle coupon with complete name, For Mindanao winners - Levi Strauss 
address, telephone number, if any, and affix signature and Philippines Davao Office, 

drop in designated drop boxes located at the participating Door 1 G/F, Cocolife Buiding, Palma 
stores, Gu St. corner CM Recto St., Davao City 


Deadline of submissions of entries is on July 31, 2006, closing + Winners must present the winning raffle 
store hours. stub, valid Ю and registered mail 


Winners will be drawn on August 11, 2006, 5:00pm. at the * Winners may use their gift vouchers 

Lovi Strauss Philippines head office at the 20TH FLOOR to claim their shirt and pants at any 

TOWER N, THE ENTERPRISE CENTER, AYALA AVENUE participating Dockers? San Francisco store 
CORNER PASEO DE ROXAS AND DELÀ ROSA STREETS; nationwide. 

MAKATI, 1227 PHILIPPINES in the presence ofa DTI ` р; " 

representativo. - Г ` Prizes not claimed within 60 days from 

" notification shall be forfeited in favor of Dockers? 

San Francisco Levi Strauss Philippines with prior 
DTI approval. 


Prizes: 100 winners of one shirt and one pairof pants — 
Dockers? voucher (winners can choose from among the list 
ol selected shirts and pants). — 7 


н Бис vouchers ara transferable but not convertible to ES 
A participant can win only onc. <$ es Git vous ara vald for one yea rom he date Д 


Winners will be notified through telephone and registered U 1915508 = 
mall Winners can clam heir praes atthe nearest. 3 0” 12s Employees of Levi Strauss Philippines, Kestrel MC 
participating outiet indicated in the registered mall qr they. and participating outlets including ther relatives 
тау дат their prizes at: d 4 Pt second dean o cansangunty or айт ae 
For Luzon winners- Levi Strauss Philippines Head Office ` &sualitied from joining the promotion. 
20TH FLOOR TOWER Il, THE ENTERPRISE CENTER.. =; EF 
‘AYALA AVENUE CORNER PASEO DE ROXAS AND DELA `' 
ROSA STREETS, MAKATI, 1227 PHILS, 


Participating Stores: 


‘Spencer Robinson's Placo Ermila + Sponcer Gallerie Mall Spencer Blorietta 3» Mall of Asie * JETT Trading - Ayala Center.cabu City 1850 
‘Trading Past Harrison «VL & Sons Laoag Specialty Shop « Shopper's Mart Vigan * Abraham Boutique * Modtrade Limketkati Center CDO + 
Modtrade Gaisano Mali CDO Mennen's Gilt Shop - Dipolog Cty» Petite Galleria Tactoban City Big Ben - Son Juan Big Ben- Boston Bazaar 
*Synol's йош Pampanga. Stataside - NE Pacific Mall Cabanatuan » Musthavo inc. - Musthave «Kiddie‘Toons Ols- 
Metro East * Kiddie Teens - Sta. Lucia * Aeropark - Cybermall» Simply Ageless Robinson's Lipa. Spencer Alabang Town Center * Spen 
Robinson's Dasmariñas» Spence’ Filinvest Spencer Power Plant. Sponcor Victori Plaza Davao City D Fashion Speristy Shap CSI, D 
Fashion Spocialty Shop - Magic « Baguio Country Mart I- Baguio City SM Megernal А « SM Harrison SM Sucat * SM Cubao “SM Makati 
ТЕМ Sto. Mosa + SM North Edsa « SM Ortigas « SM Bacoor SM Farview * SM Manlia » SM Mandurnao * SM Bicutan SM Las Pinas « SM 
Pampanga” SM Davao "SM CDO «SM Lucena «SM Marilao” SM Baguio “SM Batangas» М Dasmariñas» SM Delgado "SM Sen Lazaro» SM 
"Catus SM Sto. Rosa SM Mall of Asia» SM Clark» Crossings Dopt. Stare  Lanómark e LEC -Logespre Pro Star Robinsons Galleria Milano's 
Cabanatuan Cy» John john Centerpoint - San Fernado, La Union JM Qualy - Tuguegarao, Cagayan Chimes Davao" Gaisano Май of Davao 
1 sGarsono Gonsun  KCC Mall of Gen. Santos “KCC Mal of Koronadal (Marbat)“ NCCC Davao * NCCC Мез * White Gold Cebu City“ Gaisano 
"Mactan. Lapu-lapu City" Gaisano Селта! Bacolod “Gaisano Davao «ало lola Loe Plaza Dumagueto RML Peope's Mart. Pagadian ^ 
Bohol Quality - Bohol: ilang City Malt» Малга Valveshop - Market Markot» Gaisano Country Mal - Cebu City * Metro Gaisano Cobu City", 
„Moo Gaiseno Lucene City Metro Gaisano Legaspi Маго Gaisano Colon > 


Por DTI-NCR Permit No. 1534 socias of 2005 
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Sister Sledge at Big Dome July 1 


NEARLY THREE DECADES SINCE ITS RE- 
lease, Sister Sledge's "We Are Family” contin- 
wes to enjoy air play in the Philippines. It has 
become an anthem for women’s groups as 
well as gatherings with unity as message. 

More recently, the song was heard on "Mission 
Impossible 3” 

Sister Sledge—composed of siblings Kathie, 
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PROMENADE oneens 


TOR NGURES & RESERVATON, PLS. CALL: 721-4726 OR 721-0635, 


manhew sarali jessica 
meconaughey parker 
[нез "To leave the nest, 
icem some men just 
need a little push. 
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SISTER 
Sledge 
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Jonie, Kim and Debbie—did back-up vocals for 
other artists before they came out with their first 
album. "We Are Family” was written and pro- 
duced by Bernard Edwards and Nile Rogers, the 
same team behind the band Chics "Le Freak.” 

“The group performs at the Araneta Coliseum in 
Quezon City on July 1 in the show "Retro Mania: 
Village People and Sister Sledge Live in Manila.” 
Call 633-9825 to 27 or 911-5555. 


[RN AMERICAN | 
HAUNTING: 


BASED ON 
THE BELL WITCH LEGEND 


The haunting events reported to have 
occurred at Adams Station between 
1817 and 1820 are far more dramatic 
Jand terrifying than any comparable 
demonic stories like THE EXORCIST, 
THE AMITYVILLE HORROR or THE 
EXORCISM OF EMILY ROSE. 

An entity identified as Kate is said 
to have freely spoke with numerous 
people and to have killed John Bell 
and haunted his family to no end. 
Betsy. John's daughter suffered the 
most through physical abuse by 
having her hair pulled and getting 
slapped and pinched to the point that | 
her face and arms were covered with 
welts and bruises. 

US. President Andrew Jackson 
also reported to have challenged Kate 
and to have retreated out of fear. 
Commenting: “I would rather fight 
the entire British army single handed 
than face the Bell Witch again!" 

The Bell Witch Legend, as the 
phenomenon has become known, 
has remained relatively obscure, 
except to residents of Middle | 
Tennessee, until the spectacular | 
success of the recent and horrible 
movie THE BLAIR WITCH PROJECT 
provided it with a level of notoriety. 
However, unlike the totally fictitious 
video rendition, popularized because 
its amateur recording with 
camcorders made it seem real, the 
events of Adams story are claimed as | 
factual. The only similarity between 
the two is its moniker. 

People living outside of Middle 
Tennessee are not likely to have 
heard ofthe Bell Witch. However, the 
legend endures in community stage 
plays, campfire scare stories, the 
| annual Halloween trip by a Nashville 
|TV crew, and other forms of oral} 
tradition. However, as scary as this 
story is, it remains relatively 
obscure, even with the aid of local 
lentrepreneurs trying to capitalize 
more on its entertainment potential 
than on its historical significance. 

For those interested in the 
paranormal, either promoting it or 
debunking it, the Legend of the Bell 
Witch is ideal. Supposedly witnessed 
by hundreds of people, including the 
|7th U.S. president Andrew Jackson 
and having achieved the ultimate in 
manifestation, the death of a victim, 
its significance makes research of 
the phenomenon unquestionable. 

Are you brave enough to face 
real terror in AN AMERICAN 
HAUNTING? For more info on 


The Bell Witch Legend, visit 
icanh ntingonline (om 
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The problem with . . . sanau: 


with a small group of friends and enjoying 
some privacy? 
What is privacy (laughter)? 


What do you do during the rare times that 
you are by yourself? 

Ies funny because as 1 grow older in this 
business, I notice how lonely it can get to 
spend бее straight 
months with a single group . seme 
of people—your cast and 
crew. You work with these 
people day in and day out 
and then it stops, Sudden- 
ly, you're by yourself. I get 
very frustrated creatively 
because I don't know what $ 
to do with myself. I don't 
really like to be alone. I 
grew up in a big family. 1 
see them when I have time 
off. Lam with my sister and 
friends alot on my time off. 

1 like to just drive. When 1 
ambymyself Iwritealot.1 Ё 

have been getting into LLY Tomlin 
photography. 


And about being chased by the paparazzi 
allthe time? 

You have to understand, to accept that it's 
part of [the package] if you aspire to stay in 
this business. You want to have your picture 
taken: you get off on that stuff. I can't really 
complain about it because I have an audience 
to cater to and people are going to read these 
magazines, whether the stories are true or 
false. Ninety-seven percent of the time, it's 
false. I am very honest so will always tell you 
when something is true or not. But 1 do think 
that there needs to be limitations as far as 
chasing and stalking celebrities are con- 
cerned. God forbid if there are children in ће 
саг It gets toa point where it gets to be ridicu- 
lous and uncomfortable. 


Doyou feel your age? 

I don't feel like a 19-year-old. I am not say- 
ing that in a negative way. just feel that I've 
grown up around adults my whole life. Ive 
gone through a lot so 1 feel wise beyond my 
years. I feel older than 
Tam.Tvealso had a lot 
of responsibilities just 
amongst my family. 1 
have very strong ma- 
ternal instincts to be- 
gin with because 1 
have younger siblings. 

Тат close to my moth 


You are wearing the 
symbol (bracelet) of 
Kabbalah (a body of * 
mystical teachings 
often based on the 
Hebrew Scriptures 
that has been em- 
braced by Madonna 
and other celebri 
ties). Who intro- 
duced you to Kabbal- à." 
ah and what are you 
Seung ourofi Cocina 

1 was introduced to JOHN C. R 
it a long time ago by 
some friends, It was so much of a trend rather 
than a belief that people had. I don't subscribe 
to any particular religion. Iam open to all reli- 
gions but I have spoken to people at The Kab- 
balah Centre in New York. My mom's been 
reading their books and she likes it. 1 like the 
fact that when you go to The Kabbalah Cen- 
tre, we talk mostly about ego and just keeping 
away negative energy. The evil eye is a big 
part of doing Kabbalah but I am not a hard- 

re Kabbalist. 1 go through phases. 


BS 


[ 
Dr 
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How big is your closet? 

Ihave many closets (laughter) and I really, 
really, really love clothes. My style changes 
constantly—I am very indecisive. Where lam 
staying now, I convert- 
ей the dining room in- 
toa closet (laughter). 1 
am not kidding. I'm se- | 
rious. | have great 
pieces. I love to dress } 
up and style all my 
friends. 


Do the designers 
send you clothes? 

They dont give 
things as much (laugh- 
ter). 1 get in trouble for 
buying so much but 
Karl Lagerfeld is very 
nice and generous. He 
gives some good 
Chanel pieces. 


Do you consider your 
tastes trendy? 

Tm into trendy 
things, of course am. Ihave a 12-year-old sis- 
ter— have to be. She has to look up to me 
and think that the things that I'm wearing are 
cool. Now she knows things like vintage 
clothes but I don't like to be as trendy. like to 
start the trends, not follow them. 


VIRGINIA Madsen 


When you have bad days, how do you han- 
dle them? 

Well, I put on a good pair of stilettos, some 
red lipstick and a great dress (laughter) and I 
go shopping. 


Is this true? One day you were late on the. 
set of “A Prairie Home Companion" 
Ooh, someone's late one day. Wow (laugh- 


ter). Actually, we were all there on time. Ev- 
eryone was always on the set every day. Meryl 
and I are very close, She didn't call it off. She's 
not that type of person. We had a great time, 
Everything was very positive. There was good 
energy and we were all happy and thankful to 
be there, to be with a great group of actors 
who were out of LA and New York, places 
where we get chased by 
- the paparazzi, In Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, every- 
one was able to focus on 
the art and the craft of 

film. 


What was it like work- 
ing with the great 
Robert Altman? 

It. was adequate 
laughter). No, it was 
amazing. This is my first 
independent film and be- 
ing on the set with every- 
one, especially Robert 
Altman, was an incredible 
experience. He makes 
sure that you are comfort- 

able and he's really open to changing things. 1 
don't think I could have asked for anything 
more. I think he's the greatest person to work 
with in terms of doing a film with such a great 
ensemble cast. He really knows how to let re- 
alism show through. 


You are a singer yourself so you must have 
enjoyed singing in this movie. 

I really enjoyed the fact that we sang live, 
no less. It was also extremely nerve-wracking 
especially when you have Kevin Kline, Meryl 
Streep, Woody Harrelson, Robert Altman and 
everyone standing on one side of the stage. 


Were you aware that Meryl could sing that 
well? I was astounded, 

Yeah, Meryl can do anything when she puts 
her mind to it. She's amazing. She taught me a 
lot, whether it’s being comfortable in front of ev- 
eryone on the set or being comfortable in my 
‘own skin. I was such an observer on that set just 
‘watching everyone and how they worked with 
each other. We improvised so much, which was 

so much fun. We had so 
much dialogue. Meryl 
actually said this re- 
cently in an interview 
that | was the only 
one remembering my 
lines and writing them 
down for everyone in 
my notebook because 
in some of the scenes I 
have a notebook. So 1 
‘was actually just cheat- 
ing. 


So you were not 
writing about sui- 
cide after all (her 
character does in the. 
movie)? 

No, definitely not 
(laughter). 


When we inter- 
viewed Meryl Streep 
sometime ago for 
“Marvin's Room,” 

her movie with Leonardo DiCaprio, she 

said that she saw Leo smoking many 
cigarettes a day and always eating popcorn 
so she kept advising him to eat vegetables 
instead and that health is most important. 

Did Meryl advise you on anything? 

She asked me for fashion advice (laughter) 
because she was going to star in "The Devil 
Wears Prada. if had personal questions, I'd 
ask her and we would talk about general 
things. 1 didn't get yelled at for smoking a 
thousand cigarettes a day. I don't smoke. 

1 gave her a bracelet that I hope she hasn't 
taken off because if she did, she's in trouble 
(laughter). I wear a similar one every day. Its 
for good luck. She, her daughters and 1 went 

shopping. 


It's interesting that 
$ two of your coming 
films deal with assas- 
sinations, one of 

У John Lennon and the 
other of Robert 
Kennedy. Can you tell 
us about the film on 
assassin, 

id Chap- 


1 am actually close 
to Sean Lennon. 1 just 
did his music video. 
He's one of my good 
friends. 1 have gotten 
to know Yoko Ono 
pretty well. 1 feel 
blessed to know her as 
well as 1 do because 
shes an amazing 
woman. 1 spoke with them before 1 did the 
film. l'm a huge Beatles fan. My favorite Beat- 
les song is “The Ballad of John and Yoko." 1 
was deejaying the other night with Sean and 1 
played it. I didn't do that movie to put some- 
опе with psychotic problems, who took some- 
one else's life, especially that of a legend like 
John, on a pedestal. 1 just felt the script was 
interesting. My character is a person who was 
actually there when it happened. She's a posi- 
tive influence in the movie. | want people to 
know that and | am not trying to support 
Mark David Chapman in any way. 


(Email the columnist ш 
rmepales_5585@yahoo.com.) 
1 t 


kitawa at nakisaya, 


Six amazing years! That's how long Talk 'N Text.has been providing 
Pinoys of all ages with super mega-ling services. To celebrate their 6th year 
anniversary, Talk 'N Text has been holding the Talk 'N Text AnniverSAYA in 
six different ‘venues’ across the country! From Cagayan de Oro to Cebu, 
Naga to La Union and Aritipolo, the final leg of the AnniverSAYA celebration 
was held in SM City Sucat! A fun-filled day of games and activities 
culminated with a variety show in the evening, and not even a sudden burst 
of rain could dampen the festivities. Here's looking forward to even better Я 
years ahead for Talk 'N Text! 

Asi Taulava and the 


Roci 
"Talk 'N Text Phone Pals 
greet their fans In Sucat 


The scene outside SM City Sucat 
for Talk 'N Text AnniverSAYA 


‘Despite the evening rainshower, the А 
Despite the iy anter on пе ûrê o 


nniverSAYA continued 
or of SM City Sucat — | 
Li n 
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e \ 4 € Answer the Trivia SAT for 
\ n | а chance to win P25,000! 
N 1| | © Download the featured content of the day 
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Business Features Editor Margie Quimpo-Espino 
Texts your нейра inquirer b namay massage to 2207 (lobe) or 283 (Smar) Ema: pr business gh 


Ex-addict gets new high 
with Japanese snack 


Baa Bureau Man who tried to kill himself 
sweat santos cm thrice got P40,000 from wide ng s ae 


—Hooked on drugs, finan- atthe KCC mall. 


cially broke, and left by his friends to start a new life 


wife, Edgino Bogayong II attempt- 


ed to commit suicide thrice. "— 


‘That was eight years ago. 

‘Today, Bogayong, also known as Kuya Chito, 
is а successful businessmen here because of 
friends and the challenge of proving to his fami- 
ly and in-laws that he could stand up. 

Kuya Chito found his luck in a Japanese 
snack food, called Takuyaki business. He has 22 
branches all over the country and continues to 
expand. 

"Takuyaki is a Japanese delicacy made up of 
squid and vegetables and comes in the form of 
bite-size balls. 

Kuya Chito recalls that during the lowest 
stage in his life, his in-laws would say he could 
not bring up a family. 

His daughters were told not to see him be- 
cause he had no space for them to sleep. 

Xuya Chito was an irregular fourth year me- 
chanical engineering student at the University 
of Mindanao in Davao City when he met and 
married Junith Rosales, with whom he has two 
children—Elaiza, 20 and Ejay, 14. 
~ While a student, Kuya Chito knew he was not 
bom to be an engineer АЙ he wanted to do was 
toset up his own business. 

But with an empty pocket, a troubled mar- 
riage and a craving for drugs, his dream seemed 
impossible. 

"Then manna came in the form of a P40,000- 
start-up fund from four of his best friends—Ed 
ward Sevilla, an engineer at the Department of 
Public Works and Highways (DPWH): Armand 
Elechicon, district supervisor of Wyeth Philip- 
pines; Larry San Juan, now based in London; 
and Rogel del Rosario, supervisor of the Davao 
Union Cement—who gave P10,000 each. 

“They helped me because they could not ac- 
cept seeing me down. They are among my 
priceless possessions in life,” he says. 

Kuya Chito used the money to put up a 
‘Takuyaki business. He then devoted his time 
and energy running his small business. 

Experimenting on Takuyaki, aided by the 
love for cooking that he acquired from his 
mother, Kuya Chito finally came up with his 
‘own formula. He only needed a stall so he could 
start selling. 

‘While working as supervisor of Anchor Driv- 
ing Range, a golf course owned by a scion of a 
fishing tycoon here, he met Domingo Teng, 
owner of Kimball Plaza mall. 

‘Teng offered him a space at the ground floor 
of the mall. It became the first outlet of Kuya 
Chito's Takuyaki. 

Only Chito, his mother and one helper 
manned thestore. 

After about two years, Kuya Chito's Takuyaki 
branched out to Fitmart. A year later, he opened 
а new branch inside the Gaisano Mall. In the 
same year, he opened a fourth оше in KCC 
mal 

The snack eventually captured the taste and 
preference of the locals 

‘The way his business was making headway 
gave Chito back his lost self-esteem and enthu- 
siasm. 

‘Alot of prayers later, he got back his family. 

Now, Kuya Chito says his life is complete. 

“Today, his wife and children help him run the 
business. 

He admits that his reconciliation with his 
wife contributed much to the success of his 
business. “I am happy we are together again. No 
amount of success can compensate a couple's 
failure in a home." 

Kuya Chito says he was also thankful to Avel 
Manansala, his friend and adviser, for keeping 
up with him during the bad times. 

‘Today, Kuya Chito's Takuyaki has branches in 
Koronadal City, Пойо, Cebu City and Cagayan 
де Oro. This month, more branches are opening 
in Bacolod City and Metro Manila area. 

Most ofthese branches are managed by fran- 
chisees. The family manages only seven outlets. 

Franchised dealers enter into а five-year 
lease contract with Kuya Chito's Takuyaki. Fran- 
chise fee is P90,000 for every outlet and the 
owner gets 5 percent of the gross sales of the 
franchise holders. 

Under the contract, Kuya Chito serves as ex- 
clusive supplier of the ingredients, equipment 
and other personal materials like cups and tis- 
sue paper. 

In Cagayan de Oro, he reveals his franchised 
dealer earns a net income of P300,000 monthly 
from six outlets. 

‘Asked about the factors which enabled him 
to succeed, he says: "Quality produet, quality 
service and patience: 

With the success of Kuya Chito's Takuyaki, he 
ventured into other businesses. 

їп 2002, his wife put up "Kakanin Atbp.” 
serving native delicacies. Chito says his wife had 
already recovered the amount she invested. 

Recently, he also opened “Hobby Shop,” 
which sells high-end air soft gaming equip- 
ment. 

“Му new business is doing well so far. Is like 
hitting two birds with just one stone. While en- 
joying, Tm earning," he says. 


X didit get to. keep the 
starfi И 447 вор 


the sea cucumber either. 
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Welcome to Anvaya Cove Beach & 
Nature Club only 20 minutes away from 
the Subic Bay Freeport. Here, friendly 
Marine Rangers introduce kids (and adults 
100) to the most fascinating creatures in thelr 
seaside habitat 

Anvaya Cove is a seaside leisure 
‘community developed by Ayala Land Premier 
їп Morong, Bataan. Stake your claim to 
paradise by owning a membership share. 
Build your vacation home amidst stunning 
sea views or verdant forests. Or perhaps 
invest in one of Anvaya's luxury vilas with its 
own private роо! 


Family time 
a 
Chulless summers. 


ANVAYA 
COVE 


scand Lenore Community 


Fox purchase inquiries on vilas, os, and cub shares. 
please call (632) 728-7000 or (632) 892.3333. 
«mai anvayacove@ayalaland.com.ph 

or vist wwwcanvayecovo сот 


PLOT and Smart Chairman 
Manuel V. Pangilinan always 
dressed for success. 


L-R: PLOT РУР Cesar Enriquez with Damian Wade of 
Nokia and Augustos Ferreria EVP and CMO of Generali 
Pilipinas. 


= 


LR:PLOT SVP and Head of Corporate Business Group Eric Alberto, HBC president and СОО Susan Loyola, 
PLDT's Gary Ignacio, PLDT РУР and Head of Corporate Business Solutions, Nerissa Ramos, Mar Jovero, Janet 
Atutubo, and Jerry Joel Laureola of HBC. 


L-R:Cris Jovellanos of Xtreme 
Works and Johanna Dee of Bankard 
Marketing Group. 


ER: Kahlil Bagatsing of Channel Technologies, PLOT Nick 
Ratuiste, Bien Nieva of Channel Technologies, Danny Tan of Jimac 
Phils, and Luigi Lopa of PLOT. 


hs 


L-R-Robert Go of Prosoft, Jose Maria Valdez of Export and industry 
Bank, SVP and Head of Corporate Business Group Eric Alberto, PLDT 
and Smart President & CEO, Napoleon "Polly" Nazareno, Margarita 
Ramos of NCR Phils, Mike Mapa and Joe! Pineda of Encash, Marga 
Estebanlar of Nsys Phils, and Carlo Cruz of NCR Phils. 


Yellow Cab is on the 
rescue as Ariel Ureta 
goes hungry during the 
show, while SWUP saves 
the day as heis short on 
сан 


L-R: Marco Pascual of Bruno's Barbers, Philip Lazarte of Softworks 
Business Solutions Inc, Alex Cruz of Dreamwave Puerto Galera, 
Bobby Leung and Jun Pomer of Softworks Business Solutions Inc 


PLDT's Launch of Sh 
Sets the New В 


undreds were entranced at the NBC tent as 
the PLDT Group unveiled SWUP, or 
Shops.Work UnPlugged, a wireless 
business solution that provides secure 
virtual private network (VPN) connections for POS 
terminals, This event marked a now era where ATMs 
and credit card terminals can now operate without the 
physical complications of wires and cables. 

Businesses such as banks, retailers, fast food 
deliveries, hotels and transportation companies are 
now able to extend their reach all over the country 
Transactions and inventory can now be observed and 
monitored in real-time, no matter how far away 
headquarters may be. Shops. Work UnPlugged not only 
benefits businesses, it also has great advantages in 
store for consumers, who will now have the options of 
getting cash anywhere and paying with credit cards 
wherever they are, I's easy to sce why everyone's so 
excited. Overnight, SWUP has transformed itself from 
а buzzword into a new standard for businesses all over 
the Philippines. 

Tribal Trance set the stage for the fusion of 
business and telecommunications, with SWUP taking 
center stage. Eager guests filed into the NBC tent, 
festooned with neon tribal masks and large African 
hund drums, Each guest was given a SWUP card 
specifically for the event. The SWUP card was used for 
registration and produci demos with real ATMs 
(Encash and Export and Industry bank ATMs were 
situated around the aren) and card swipe machines, 
making it the hottest accessory of the evening. Upon 
entering, the main attraction was a multi-screen 
installation situated right in the center of the area. Bars 
and selling areas fined two sides of the tent, along with 
PLDT partners Toby's, HBC and M Café, giving guests 
every opportunity to get the full mileage of their SWUP 
cards. Percussionists soon broke the ice with dee 
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ops. Work UnPlugged 
eat of Business 


native drumbeats as а video 
presentation asked the question, "Are we truly one 
tribe?" 

“The theme of Tribal Trance dates all the way 
back to ancient civilizations, when drums were the only 
means of long distance communication. For centu 
natives used órums to communicate wi 
much like the wireless technology that SWUP uses to 
link the ATMs and POS terminals within a business 
‘community. “Erie R. Alberto, PLDT SVP and Head of 
Corporate Business Group, said, "Where the beat ofthe 
drums used to connect people, our ancestral tribes and 
primitive markets, today with SWUP we can create a 
truly connected economy. breaking down technical 
boundaries of wires, and traditional boundaries of 
demarcation between urban and rural living- 

"The theme is very relevant to the product 
being launched,” said Joel A. Pineda, J, Sales Dire 
tor of Encash, "SWUP is an answer to bring rural areas 
the convenience of doing their banking transactions 
right where they live, and not having to go to the city 
and spend money and time just to get cash or pay their 
bills” 

The program continued with dynamic 
percussion numbers, dancers im neon costumes and 
finali, the official unveiling of the SWUP logo. The 
audience cheered and sang along ss "SWUP iu" 
played, a jingle borrowing from the 80% new wave 
band Dovo's "Whip It". Shops Work UnPlugged is 
truly changing the tempo of things, starting а wireless 
revolution for businesses all over the Philippines 
“Cleary. it makes sense to SWUP it,” said Napoleon L. 
Nazareno, President and CEO of PLDT & Smart, “As 
же listen and absorb the new rhythm of busines, lets 
keep in mind that this is exactly what tonight is meant 
(o, symbolize: a truly exciting new beginning." For 
inguiries on SWUP, please сай the PLDT SWUP 
hotline at 177 / 874-7474. 


ce number, 


The NBC tents filled with excited quests as they anticipate the big surprise of the night. 


PLOT and Smart Chairman, Manuel 
У. Pangilinan leads the ceremoni 
toast, as he is joined by PLOT and 
Smart President & CEO, Napoleon 
Polly” Nazareno, and SVP & Head of. 
Corporate Business Group, Eric 
Alberto. 


A SWUP Lady demonstrates to Kirby Hartigan-Go 
of Abacus the wireless credit and debit card 
terminal. 


UR: PLOT and Smart President & CEO, Napoleon “Polly” Nazareno, SVP and Head of Corporate Business Group, 
Eric Alberto with CICT Commissioner, Ramon Sales. 


a 


L-R: Beth Tria and Carol Chua of Banco San Juan. 


and Ernie Batung- 
pines. 


4 L-R:Leah Reyes, 
Champaigne Morales, 
Cario Orosa, minor raffle 
prize winners Francisco 
Caparas of Asia United 
Bank and Lito Kagapan 
of Phil. Dealing & 
Exchange Corp, PLDT! 
РУР and Head of 
Corporate Business 
Solutions, Nerissa 
Ramos, and Ariel Uret 


L-R:Carlo Orosa, Leah Reyes, major raffle prize winner Anne 
Palmares of CCA, SVP and Head of Corporate Business Group Eric 
Alberto, Champaigne Morales, and Ariel Ureta. 


"Bobby Claudio of Toby's Sports and Hobbles having a drink with 
PLOT and Smart President and CEO Napoleon "Polly" Nazareno. 


L-R: Precy Katigbak of PLOT, Marvin Tort and Anurag Jain of KGI Phils. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Text & photos by Russell Arador 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


1ЛАМАС CITY—TWO EN- 
Ztrepreneurial families in Tarlac 
City share а common passion for 
„< candle making. And their lives 
"have improved financially from 
“this. 
Cl. But 
there. 
While the husband and wife 
+ team of Randy and Ana Marie 
.Таһато create artistically de- 
‘figned and custom made candles 
for the middle to high-end mar- 
£ ket; Roberto Martinez and wife 
1. Liberty, prefer to recycle melted 
wax collected from cemeteries 
round the city into functional 
£. and sturdy candles for the mass 
` market. 
* And while Randy, a 36-year- 
old architect, sees candle making 
as an art form, Roberto, a former 
jc, employee of the Department of 
Agriculture, believes that produc- 
ing candles from waste is an op- 
: portunity to help save the envi- 
2 ronment. 


their similarities end 


Skills training 

The idea to put up Angelo's 
Lights and Crafts came last July 
after the Tabamo couple attended 
а skills training sponsored by the 
Department of Trade and Indus- 
uy (DTD. The business was 
named after their eldest child. 
`+ They went the rounds of sever- 
al candle stores in different SM 
malls in Central Luzon and Metro 
Manila to survey the business 
landscape, They also interviewed 
owners of enterprises that use 
candles in their own products. 
The Tabamos learned that the 
supply of candles came mostly 
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ARCHITECT Randy Tabamo believes that candle making is an art 


form. 


from Pampanga and Zambales. 

In order to finance the acquisi- 
tion of the required equipment 
and raw materials, they needed 
money, which, came in August. It 
was Ana Marie's share of her fa- 
ther's death benefits from the So- 
cial Security System (SSS). 

“It was my father's last gift to 
me and, while the temptation to 
use it to pay off our debts was 
strong, I didn’t want the money to 
simply disappear. Hence the deci- 
sion to invest itin the candle busi- 
ness,” Ana Marie said. 

In October, the couple began 
making candles and experiment- 
ing with techniques. 

Randy fabricated molds from 
thick cartons instead of metal to 
reduce cost. To their delight, they 
discovered that cartons, too, 
could withstand the very hot te 
perature of liquefied paraffin. 

For designs, they browsed 
through illustrated magazines 


Slipping into a comfy 


and books. It was through this 
method that they stumbled upon 
the Chinese yin and yang symbol, 
which tumed out to be a best- 
sellerin trade fairs. 

The couple's yin and yang can- 
ез caught the fancy of buyers in 
a product exhibit held in Decem- 
ber. Although the candles sold for 
P400 apiece, these were bought. 
and more orders were placed. 

Yet they merely broke even. 
They realized they sold the can- 
dles too cheap—they had no idea 
about costing at that time. Later, 
they learned that the yin and 
yang candles, weighing more 
than a kilogram each, could have 
been sold at P850 apiece. 

Three other lessons they 
learned in trade fairs: Buyers pre- 
fer larger items, they want these 
to be sold in sets and they hate 
black, even if the color is elegant 
incandles. 

Their initial batch of yin and 


yang candles were in black-and- 
"white and brown-and-white col- 
ors. 

The brown-and-white candles 
were sold out while the black- 
and-white ones were ignored. 

"Nobody wants to light a black 
candle,” a trade fair visitor told 
them. 

The Tabamos also cite the im- 
portance of establishing ties with 
other enterprises and en- 
trepreneurs. 

In their case, they profited 
from their friendship with a 
woodcraft company owner 
whose wooden candleholders, 
for example, carried Angelos 
candles. 

They also began a harmonious 
business relationship with an en- 
trepreneur in Isabela who pro- 
duces fossilized leaves to deco- 
rate their candles. 

Randy says the candle making 
business still allows him time to 
pursue his career as an architect. 

To "cook" the paraffin, to add 
dye for color and fragrance oil for 
scent, and to pour the melted wax 
into molds of various shapes and 
sizes take only about two hours 
each day. The rest of the day, he 
says, he simply waits for the wax 
to harden by going about his oth- 
er activities. 

When the wax hardens, he 
drills holes into them to insert the 
wick. 

Putting the wick in place, he 
says, “з like planting rice 
seedlings, only much easier.” 

Less than a year after they 
stared making candles, the 
Tabamo family is already looking 
at the export market for their 
products. Towards this aim, they 
are starting to research alterna- 
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THE MARTINEZ family recycles melted wax collected from 
cemeteries to produce sturdy and functional pillar and votive 


candles for mass market. 


tives to paraffin, as preferred by 
some countries. Canada, for ex- 
ample, prefers candles made 
from palm and vegetable wax. 


Recycling 

Roberto Martinez, 45, loves re- 
cycling waste materials into 
something useful. 

Draped across windows in his 
house, for instance, are curtains 
made of juice packs stapled to- 
gether It therefore came as no sur- 
prise when he decided to go into 
candle making, using melted can- 
dies collected from cemeteries. 

Roberto and his wife Liberty 
put up the Matibay Candles in 
February 2004 to help reduce the 
amount of wax waste generated 
during the celebration of All 
Souls and All Saints’ Days. 

Last year alone, they bought 
2,400 kg of wax waste at P8 to 
P10a kg. They grossed a little un- 
der P100,000. 

Because melted wax is cheaper 
than paraffin, which costs about 
P2,400 a sack, the Martinez cou- 
ple was able to reduce the price of 
their products drastically. 

Candles selling P30 apiece in 
the market are sold by the couple 
for less than PIS. Also, they sell 
candles normally priced at P52 
for P18. 

But since they are using recy- 


cled wax, they could not control 
the color of the candles they pro- 
duce, which usually come out 
dark red. 

“Our candles are not intended 
as decor,” Roberto says. 

At any rate, he says, Matibay 
candles are, true to their name, 
“sturdy, functional and long-last- 
ing.” 

They also sell their candles at 
10 pereent discount if purchased 
in bulk. 

So how did the business im- 
prove the Martinez family eco- 
nomically? 

Aside from more income (it 
topped Roberto's P231,000 per 
annum salary at the DA), candle 
making also provided people 
with jobs, including his brother. 

And like the Tabamo couple, 
candle making affords the Mar- 
tinezes enough time to go into 
other revenue-generating activi- 
ties, like Roberto's videoke rental 
business. 

Still, Roberto has other tricks 
up his sleeve. 

His “candle refilling station,” 
also at home, is now in business. 
The concept is unique and 
promising because for P1 one can 
have his candleholder refilled 
witha gram of candle. 

"This is really for the common 
people)," he says. 


Passing vehicles inspire dropout 


in Benguet to entrepreneurship 


By Juan V. Sarmiento Jr. 


LEGAZPI CITY--DESIGNING BEADED 
|” slippers started seven months А 
ago as a hobby for Jin Moraleda, 
a former international fight at- 
tendant from Naga City, mar- 
ried to a surgeon here. 

‘Today, it has tumed into 
a business, launching her 
second career as an en- 
trepreneur. 

Since November, she has 
sold about 800 pairs of bead- 
ed rubber slippers without any 
advertising. "T started with 
P30,000 for materials and labor 
1 recouped the amount after a 
month,” she says. 

She acknowledges that her foray into 
sprucing up slippers with ceramic and plastic. 
beads, wood chips, and shells has become 
more than a leisure activity It is now a busi- 
ness--including tension and stress. 

"Sometimes, I hardly sleep just to meet or- 
ders, like coming up with 50 pairs in two 
days last Holy Week alone,” says Jin, mother 
ofa two-year-old boy. 

But the fact that people are buyi 
pers with her designs gives her satis 
Artistically inclined 

Bent on having a formal training in interi- 
ог design, Jin, a nursing graduate, plans to 
take up a course offered on the Internet by a 
London-based school. 

For 11 years until 2003, Jin was a flight at- 
tendant of Philippine 
lines. She got married in 
2002 and resigned when 
she got pregnant. 

She told herself then that 
she needed to do some- 
thing if she stopped flying. 

It was her mother-in-law, 

Corazon, and sisters-i 

Mia, Nonette and Geri who 
inspired Jin to pursue her 
interest in designing bead- 
ed slippers. 

Her trips abroad exposed 
her to different culrures and 
enriched her creativity which she now ap- 
plies to her designs. 


theslip- 
ction. 


Marilyn Monroe 

She has so far come up with 60 designs. 

The elaborately designed slippers have 
: names like Marilyn Monroe, Rainbow 
Heans, Las Vegas, Aurora. 

They carry the brand name "Albayanas," 
(from Albay), a pun on “Havaianas,” the pop- 
ular Brazilian slippers selling for P800 to 
P1,000 a pair. "The catchy brand name was 
my sister idea," Jin says. 


venture on the ground 


‘The wholesale price of Albayanas is P230 a 


Jin says she got her artistic bent from her 
mother, Betty Lomibao Padillo, who used to 
create gowns for her daughters. 

Last Christmas, a doctor ordered nine 
pairs. Others followed. “Many bought my 
products, especially at the beach,” she says. 


For men, too 

She sold in her husbands family’s rest 
house in Barangay Sogod in Bacacay, Albay. 

“Isold 60 pairs at the beach to friends and 
family members,” Jin says. The buyers were 
tourists from Manila, who knew that beaded 

slippers were in vogue. 
Her first line of beaded 
Жула wes x ыша 
girls. In April, she in- 
troduced а line for 
men—Buskay and Yin- 
Yang. "The first 10 pairs 
brought to Manila were 
sold out,” Jin says. 
Albayanas has found an 
outlet at the Glorietta mall 
in Makati and one in 
Baguio. 
New lines 

She employs 12 workers—all out-of- 
school youth teenagers. “I found out that 
male teenagers could produce better than 
the housewives I first hired,” she says. One 
worker can finish five to six pairs a day. 

Word about Albayanas has spread over- 
seas. Jin received an inquiry from a Filipino 
in Sydney on how he could sell Albayanas in 
Australia, 

As her business thrives, Jin is expanding 
her line of products. She is going into slippers 
with heels and bags. 

She concentrates on production, while her 
sisters-in-law do the marketing in Manila, 


By Delmar Carifio 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


АТОК, BENGUET—MARION CODEO 
is a college dropout but his fascina- 
tion with trucks and buses has made 
him into a budding entrepreneur. 

What started a few years ago as a 
hobby for Codeo turned out to bea re- 
al passion today—that of making 
miniature replicas or models of all ve- 
hicles that pass through Halsema 
Highway here. 

Halsema, more popularly known 
as Mountain Trail, is Northern Lu- 
zon's most grueling road. The high- 
way spans 84 km of steep and wind- 
ing mountainside route from La 
"Trinidad town to Barangay Abatan in 
Buguias town. 

‘Since 2002, Codeo, 24, has made 
more than 300 models of buses, 
trucks, jeepneys, vans and cars that 
passed the highway. 

He sold these for P700 to P800 
each, making him a breadwinner of 
his family in Barangay Calasipan here. 

This summer alone, Codeo, a bach- 
elor and second in a family of eight, 
sold 21 models. 

He also finished 30 units of various 
types of vehicles ordered by a soft 
drink dealer in Buguias town. Codeo 
says the dealer had told him he would 
resell the pieces at P1,500 each. 

By next month, Codea says he has 
to complete five models of a Ford 
Fiera ordered by a customer. 

He says some of his models were 
taken abroad last year when a balik- 
bayan from Mountain Province 
bought five and took them to the 
United States. 

Codeo's house is found on an ele- 
vated area along a curve of Halsema 
Highway fronting the Calasipan Ele- 
mentary School at Km. 60 here. 

The house has a yard where Codeo 
could conveniently view all passing 
vehicles. 

Since most trucks and buses travel 
back and forth, Codeo says the vehi- 
cles’ images would stick to his mind, 

"Sometimes, | take pictures of 
them," he says. 

А row of rocks in the same yard 
serve as Codeo's display area of the 
models that would always catch the 
attention of commuters. 

Codeo says he had no formal train- 
ing to hone his skills. 


CODEO holds a truck model while the real truck passes by his back along 


Halsema Highway. 


“1 just like copying vehicles. I mere- 
ly drew them before. Then I tried to 
make one model and 1 found it fulfill 
ing," he says. 

Codeo took civil engineering at the 
University of the Cordilleras in 
Baguio City but dropped out on his 
third year. He then shifted to an agri- 
culture course at the Benguet State 
University in La Trinidad town but 
left school aftera year. 

He says since going to school did 
not interest him, he returned to his 
hometown to help his parents tend 
their farm. 

During his free time, Codeo would 
sketch trucks passing along Halsema. 
Later, he thought of making models of 
these vehicles. 

‘Today, almost every bus company 
that passed by Codeo's house had 
placed an order for a unit or two of 
their vehicles’ replica. 

‘Among the bus companies that ply 
the route are the Rising Sun, Lizardo 
‘Trans, Dangwa Tranco, Sumadel Bus 
Lines and GL Trans. These buses 
reach as far as Bontoc and Sagada 
towns in Mt. Province. 

He had also made replicas of veg- 
etable trucks and commuter. 

Codeo could perfectly copy the ve- 
hicles—from the bumper and steering 
‘wheel to the chassis and body paint. 

"He has really helped his brothers 
and sisters go to school. 1 myself was 
amazed how he slowly developed his 
skill to make models,” Luis, Codeo's 
father, says. 
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“He may not be studying but his 
earnings had augmented our meager 
income [from farming]," Teodora, his 
mother, says. 

She says the attention her son is 
now receiving had made them uneasy 
because they are a typically quiet 
family. 

Mayor Concepcion Balao says the 
local government is willing to help 
Codeo make his pasttime a serious 
business. 

"He could ask the town council or 
the Department of Social Welfare and. 
Development (DSWD) for financial 
assistance,” Balao says. 

She says she would ask the town 
council to pass a resolution recogniz- 
ing Codeo's rare achievement. 

Codeo's creations, the mayor says, 
were cited during the province's Adi- 
vay festival in La Trinidad town in 
February last year. 

Codeo says he uses mostly tin scrap. 
and used wires as his raw materials. 
He, however, buys paint and thin gal- 
vanized iron sheets for the body of his 
models. 

‘The tires, he says, are actually al- 
hus tree branches that fall on the 
ground. He carves them into tires and 
paint them black. 

The hub caps are taken from the 
bottom of discarded soda cans while 
the windshields are from discarded 
plastic containers, he says. 

“Just give me pictures of all angles 
of a [vehicle], and 1 can make its 
model,” Codeo says, 
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By Alex Y. Vergara 


ITH THE COUNTDOWN 

to "Bench Fever" less than 

three weeks away, the 
fashion designers and stylists be- 
hind the show are anxiously 
putting the finishing touches to 
their segments in the show. 

"Bench Fever” is, of course, the underwear 
extravaganza and denim show mounted ev. 
ету other year by leading local fashion label 
Bench, Well, 2006 being “that other year,” the 
much-awaited show is slated for June 30 at 
the Araneta Coliseum in Cubao, QC. 

As in past shows, there will be plenty of 
scantily clad celebrities and models who will 
raise the voyeuristic public's temperature. 

For the first time, however, the country's 
leading RTW brand is tapping a gaggle of cre- 
ative souls to style various looks inspired by 
the disco era—from “Saturday Night Fever” 
and Studio 54 to Olivia Newton John's "Physi- 
cal” and Madonna's "Confessions on a Dance 
Floor” 

Bench used to hire a group of low-profile 
but creative stylists to do the show. But not 
anymore. For the first time, too, Robby Car- 
mona will be sitting on the director's chair 
once occupied by Ariel Lozada. 

Among the designers who'll spice up the 
show are Rajo Laurel, Randy Ortiz and Rhett 
Eala. Besides the ЗАЗ, Joey Samson and 
Shanghai-based Patrice Ramos-Diaz have al- 
so reportedly signed up, as have a few other 
fashionistas. 

soocitica 


RUFA Mae Quinto, one of sexy disco belles 


RANDY Ortiz 
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From page CI 

Laurel, a self-confessed child of the '80s, is 
paying tribute to the gung-ho decade with a 
suite inspired by the movie, “Bagets,” with 
references to Newton John’s “Physical” music 
video 

“It's a kitschy representation of what I re- 
member,” says Laurel. "I grew up during the 


RANDY Ortiz 


decade so its very close to home." 

Since the collection's theme is stripes (lots 
of'em), the designer is using it as a main de- 
sign element. As if a parade of movie stars in 
their undies isn't racy enough, he's also draw- 
ing images from videos of porn stars in the 
early '80s. 

"The collection's focus is obviously the un- 


ZANJOE Marudo 


RHETT Eala goes for disco noir, with all-black, leather and metal. 


З 1 


mma PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SundayLIFESTYLE 
soe 


pu 


SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006 


FRANCINE Prieto 


derwear, so you'll see tons of sexy, 
sensual elements,” Laurel says. 


Edgy 

Eala promises to be more edgy 
as he derives inspiration from 
such dark references as the 
movie “The Fight Club,” and 
the punk movement, 

"Of course,” he says, "the 
evening won't be complete 
without me channeling Madon- 
nain her various reincarnations 
asthe ultimate dance diva." 

To realize his vision, the de- 
signer is using an all-black ar- 
senal of accessories and ma- 
terials, such as raw silk, chif- 
fon, leather and the de 
rigueur metal crosses. We 
won't be surprised, though, 
if he makes use of chains, 
whips and spiked leather 
knuckles to bolster the seg- 
ment's S&M feel. 

"Well, I guess you can call 
my segment "The Dark Days 
of Disco," says Eala, with a 

knowing smile. 


Disco daze 

Ortiz will be heavily drawing refer- 
ences from the early 60s and early "70s, such 
as colorful Pucci-like prints. 

For more sparkle, he incorporates decon- 


Bo structed necklaces, waistbands, cuffs, 
collars and plackets with disco beading 
akin to the ubiquitous disco ball. His. 
suite will begin and end with such 
trademark "70s pop ditties as Diana: 
Ross’ “The Boss” and Donna Summer's 

“Last Dance.” 

“1 came of age during this period,’ 
says Ortiz, with a chuckle. "It was a tim 
when young people would go to Where. 
Else? and party all night long.” 

On top of using a riot of colors and glit: 
r, the designer promises to show plenty of 
fin. In one portion, for instance, female: 
‘models will parade with nothing but long, 
colored wigs to cover their upper bodies. 
‘To keep in tune with the retro them 
a number of girls and boys will be 
sporting wigs à la Twiggy and Bea 
ies-meets-Andy Warhol, respective- 
ly. 
Ortiz will also pay tribute t 
the Chippendales, America's: 
hotly popular group of male" 
striptease performers, by fit- 
ting the Pinoy guys who will 
be strutting their stuff on 
stage with mirror-studded 
collars, plackets and cuffs. 
All in all, another sizzling and 
dazzling show to expect from Bench, 
RANDY Ortiz 
mixes skin with 
glitter 


E-mail the author at avergara@inquirer 
com.ph 
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BOLD abstract artist Ivan Acuña MOVING TV host Cito Beltran COMEDIAN dad Dolphy with SPECIAL guests Sandy and Philip. 
апа BMW girl Leana Farrales апа Thelina Nuval Castafieda with Acuha background daughter Zia Quizon Romualdez 


A yoga-guided, purpose-driven life ا کے‎ 


From page C4 missed in Manila's entertainment 
scene. 
the destination but the journey Lani is now Las Vegas’ newest 
опе takes to attain those poses. І star, headlining regularly at the 
guess that is so true with life іп Bally's Hotel and Casino, and we 
general, Is the joumey and the wish her continued standing- 
people we meet and positively room-only performances. After 
touch each day that count. singing the very difficult opera 
d s number "Nessun Dorma” from 

Impressive silver anniver- Act 3 of Turandot, the interna- 
sary tional audience of corporate gi- . 

I thought about this as I ants from around the world gave Hs. a = «=A BRILLIANT minds PDI chair Marixi Prieto, ' 
watched the impressive video herastanding ovation. BMW Philippines CEO Joerg Breuer, Tom First Pacific chair Anthoni Salem and FP CEO ART lovers Louie and Mellie Ablaza and 
presentation of the 25 years of... MVP himself handpicked the Zita and Tertius Vermeulen Manny Pangi Lilibeth Campos 
First Pacific at their grand silver entire repertoire as he worked 
anniversary celebration at the he ا‎ mayu! Louie oe ET 
newly opened Four Seasons Hotel Po on the musical dire 
in Hong Kong. It has indeed been gala concert. The powerhouse Canon 
a tough but successful journey for Cast had solo, duet and group per- 
First Pacific CEO Manny Pangili- formances blending so well 
nan, who is still in full-throtdle Imagine divas like Zsa Zsa Padil- 
mode as the company roars to. la and Kuh Ledesma singing 
ward its next 25 years. along with crooner Christian 

Thad my 15 minutes of airtime Bautista--and their voices didn't 
in a brief conversation with МУР musically “КШ” each other on 


after the party. He told me about stage! A beautiful duet by Smart , 
how he weathered a storm that endorser Martin Nievera and the 
almost ended his partnership new, slimmer mega star Sharon 
With the majority owners, the Cuneta enthralled everyone that 
Salim family, but instead convert. evening. | 
ed this challenge into making With a gastronomic feast and 
First Pacific one of the most flour- ап enchanted evening of song 3 A 
ishing corporations in Asia and dance, First Pacific's night of 
Т believe MVP is blessed with thanksgiving and celebration was 


good karma, not only from his Surely a very memorable show є 
business success but also fromthe All the guests stayed until the 
many charitable projects he has end, which rarely happens in J 
supported over the years, one of Hong Kong parties. 4 M 
MEM диш ыша palag WITH THE NEW DC40 
Schools that my high-school Exclusive club : 
if 


Delighting You Always 


batch has also been supporting. Arriving from Hong Kong a few 
In one of the most impressive days after the party, I arrived in a 
musical productions 1 have ever home full of BMW goodies from 
seen, First Pacific's 25th anniver- к up a pony s pond This 
sary party presented the finest of &xclusi eee sree А pn 
Filipino pie including Las Ve- created by BMW as part of 
gas performers Martin Nievera Unique marketing strategy to im 
Bid my fave diva, Lani Mis. troduce its 1 Series car to the 
alucha, who is thoroughly driving public. 
Club members got to try out 
the 1 Series in a week-long trial. 1 


was lucky enough to be amon; 

the frst batch of 23 Cub 1 men INTRODUCING 

bers, as BMW corporate commu- П 

nications manager Leana far THE WORLD'S FIRST 

rales had invited me. Some of the | 
prizes (HP notebook bag, Sam- TRUE 4 MEGAP IXEL | 
sonite travel bag, CD sets from | 
Sony BMG, Kérastase gift packs \ 
pap EN DVD CAMCORDER | 
won were for my entertaining 


blog (check it out on www.club1- 
bmw.com.ph) and for providing 
the most photographs with my 
BMW 1 Series. 
At a recent, intimate cocktail 
party at the residence of BMW 
Philippines’ CEO, Dr. Joerg 10x optical zoom * Built-in joystick for quick and simple 
Breuer, car aficionados were ex- operation * Easy shooting, editing and sharing functions DC100 
changing stories about their 1 Se- * World's smallest and slimmest DVD camcorder* * 25x optical zoom 
ries driving experiences. Cito :27"LCD 
Beltran talked to me about his See more vibrancy. See more detail. * High resolution 16:9 
passion for cars and his fondness See more beauty. It's all possible widescreen mode 
for vintage models. I believe he with the compact yet powerful ОС4О А 
even owns the oldest car in the which has 4 million pixels to capture 
Philippines, which still runs and every single detail of an image. The 
каа kaaa ons 0С40 delivers true 4 megapixel DC20 
Setup into a cozy lounge atmo- performance, without resorting to * 2.2 megapixels 
ИГ... De. Maoti hne: dis interpolation used by some +25" LCD 
Fayed’ ба. bellies. арен camcorders to boost their image quality as they have fewer * High resolution 16:9 
TIURI ех вау мава оле БР SfHopordy аба actual pixels. Together with Canon’s precision optics and k widescreen mode 
and Nicole Hernandez with Ivan Acuña. This kind-hearted, a RT a пгасезхот a 
Agel Rivero Gk AA se stills and movies that are richer, sharper and more stunning. 
Even with its wide range of shooting DClO 
sur artwork inr d clearly at functions, this DVD camcorder is incredibly easy to use. . * 13 megapixels 
tion last year and I recall the Get ready to enhance your EEG 
piece garnered one of the highest shooting experience in P - High resolution 16:9 
winning bids. every way with the DC4O. widescreen mode 
Exchanging ideas and just Where form and function 
plain conversing with great are perfected 
minds can be so inspiring. Life is 
truly a continuous learning expe- 
rience. It is very important to help 
uplift others’ lives without ex- 
pecting anything in return. 
1wonder if these were my New 
Year's Resolutions? If not, they 
4^ 1 are good ones to make—even in 
PETRON Philippines CEO Khalid June. 
Al Faddagh between gas card 
winners Kai Santos and Leica E-mail me at seaprincess@in- 
quirer.com.ph. 


ELEGANT ladies Gina Roxas, 
Cinthy Recto and Liana Romulo 


"тиз megapixel class as of March 2006 


3 DVD-Rs, battery pack and carrying case when 
you buy a Canon DC10, DC20, DC40, or DC100. 
Promo Period: June 10 to July 31, 2006. Per DTINCR Permit No.3029 Series of 2006. , 


Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. 2 Maren Plaza 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue cor. VA. Rino St. Makati City 
BA4 9000 ° Fax 810-9797 = füfecanon com ph « wire canon com ph. 


vom | 
браг ABENSON d VA ТЕТ ret KISSES haul Areeni ее гапе | 
mora ey ena (өшеп @үшМап nee. 

BMW marketing director Lito German I-MILER Awardee re тылуы" 


toasting with Skyy Vodka between Elbertand Му Gana and Mylo AVAILABLE AT BPI MADNESS SALE, Glorietta Activity Center, June 7-18, 2006 
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FLY FOR FREE* WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO 
SMART GOLD, SMART INFINITY OR ADDICT. MOBILE! 


CEBU - PUERTO PRINCESA * BACOLOD “TAGBILARAN +KALIBO: 
ILOILO + TACLOBAN 
HONG KONG * TAIPEI XIAMEN 
HONG KONG " TAIPEI - XIAMEN 


Add 1,500 miles and fly to: 
BANGKOK • GUAM * HO CHI MINH • BEIJING + JAKARTA + OSAKA • SEOUL 
SHANGHAI « SINGAPORE · TOKYO 


BANGKOK • GUAM + HO CHI MINH « BEIJING • JAKARTA * OSAKA + SEOUL 
SHANGHAI * SINGAPORE - TOKYO 


BANGKOK • GUAM • HO CHI MINH - BEIJING - JAKARTA * OSAKA * SEOUL 
SHANGHAI • SINGAPORE · TOKYO 


‘Add 4,000 miles and fly to: 
MELBOURNE - SYDNEY 


MELBOURNE - SYDNEY 
‘Add 5,000 miles and fly to: 
HONOLULU 


PLAN 1200 
PLAN 1800 


PLAN 2500 


PLAN 3500 


PLAN 5000 


PLAN 8000 


“in lieu of a free phone. Or you can retain your Plan for a free trip! 


To help 
uplift the 
lives 

of others 
without 
expecting 
anything 
in return 
is a good 
New Year's 
resolution 
to make— 
even 

in June 


ALL DIVAS. Kuh Ledes 
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Lani Misalucha and Zsa Zsa Padilla with 


PLDT CEO Manny Pangilinan 


A yoga-guided, 


urpose-driven life 
purp н 


S THE MONTH OF JUNE— 
the midpoint of the year— 
kicks in, wonder how many 

of my New Year's resolutions have 
been kept. Age must be creeping in 
because I seem to have difficulty 
remembering whether I even drew 
up a list, or if bothered to mental- 
ly make any promises to myself. 

You see, my Ashtanga yoga mentor, Bela 
Lipat, teaches her students to make daily af- 
firmations of attainable goals, thus making 
each day more significant and fulfilling. Year- 
ly promises usually remain mostly unresolved 
because there are just too many days in the 
year to stay focused on those issues. 

With that in mind, I have made it a practice 
toworkon my daily purpose in ife. Even if my 
current, new favorite form of yoga is Bikram 
(for classes at Bikram Yoga Manila;-call Tris- 
tan Choa at 8891011 or visit www.bikramyo- 
gamanila.com), aka “hot” yoga, 1 still inte- 
grate the basic meditation practice of Ashtan- 
Za or power yoga into my lifestyle. 

With hardly any meditation portion, 
Bikram, a series of yoga poses done їп a room 
maintained at а heated temperature of 40° 
focuses mainly on weight reduction. The vi 
огош yoga session combined with the heat 
promotes profuse sweating that rids the body 
of toxins and provides instant gratification 
with a few kilos lost just after a few classes. 
Fashion designers like Rajo Laurel and Rhett 
Eala have been on the 30-day challenge at 


Please visit www.mabuhaymlles.com to get the latest information on miles redemption. 


EARN MABUHAY MILES WHEN YOU USE 
SMART INTERNATIONAL SERVICES! 


With Smart Postpaid, rewards come effortlessly. Everytime you Call, Text, MMS, 
and Roam Internationally, you earn Mabuhay Miles so you can fly for free. 


Get 1 mile for every: 
+ З minutes of IDD call 
+ 8 International SMS / MMS sent 
+ P300 billed usage for International Roaming Services 


How to join: 
Text MILES REGISTER «Your Valid Mabuhay Miles Account Number» to 633 


Within 24 hours, you will recelve a confirmation text regarding your registration. 
Once successfully registered, your account will automatically start earning miles. 


To enroll for a new Mabuhay Miles account, simply log on to www.mabuhaymiles.com. 
For new enrollees, please register to Come Fly with SMART after 72 hours. 


in sartnerehip with 


Cig 


www.mabuhaymilos. сот 


Promo available to: 


5M у psi 
GOLD infinity 
For more Information on how to convert earned miles, make miles balance inquiries, etc, please log on lo www.smartcom ph, 


ог visit your nearest Smart Wireless Centar. You may also call 888-1111, or "B88 on your Smart celiphono. 


Per DTLNCR Poma No 2157 and 2101 Sars of 2000 
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1 Grand Champion 
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Tessa! 


Tessa 


Bikram Yoga Manila and are both sporting 
slimmer, more toned figures. 

During one of the intense Bikram classes, 
instructor Cristina Stathis told the class that 
in achieving the proper poses, it’s not about 

AYOGN CS 


È — T 
KLASSIK BMW dealers Severino Oliva, Mike 
Cua and Willy Tee Теп 


| Christian Albert Ceriola , 
j (SM Megamall) Brand-New Nissan Sentra w/ trophy 


ааыл 


4 Runners-up 
T'Runnerup Jeremy Chiu 
2 Runner-up Leticia Pineda 
3" Runner-up Jan Noel Herda 
4" Runner-up Josephine Balanay 
Д S"Runnerup Kim Lan Chi 
6^ Runner-up Reginald Flores 
ZRunnerup Jericho Jumapao 
#Runnerup John Gasataya 


Winners 
(P100,000 each) 


Perfect Game i Major Raffle Prize Winners 


Sammy Say Sy “ 
Jhake Santos ' 
Alex Ngoi Jr. г 
Mar Serac 

Jong Enriquez 


SM North EDSA 
SM Fairview 
SM Cebu 

SM North EDSA 
SM North EDSA 
SM North EDSA 
SM Cebu 
SM Cebu 


P50,000 wi trophy 
P25,000 w/ trophy 
P15,000 wl trophy 
P12,000 wi trophy 
P10,000 wi trophy 
Р 9,000 w! trophy 
P. 8,000 wi trophy 
P 7,000 wi trophy 


Henry Murao 


Brand New Nissan Sentra 


Johnson Cortez 


Family Trip to Hongkong wi Disneyland Tour for Four” 


Cabia Millan 
Sony Home Theatre System 
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Our Promo, ROOM for 
as low as P1,450 net 


LARABEE Road demitasse cupsand 
1 saucers (set of four), Pompano Point tray 


BE PART of the world Meeting of Familles 
Join the Marian Pilgrimage Tour 
with Bishop Angel Hobayan D.D. 
and Experience 
The Solemn Eucharistic Mass with our 
г Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI 
on July 6 21, 2006 9; 
EVERYONE IS INVITED | NG 
[FOR VISA PURPOSES AND RESERVATION PLEASE CALL IMMEDIATELY | 
Salve - 09174110154 / 8262818 | City Garden Hotel 
829-9600 / 829-2800 / 0827-8542951 Makati 
29-4527 / 0926-3400504 | 
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HETHER IN THE form of 
a bag, a vase, or a pillow, 
accents define an individ- 


val's personality" says Kate Spade. 
"And what could be more personal i 
than what 4 d 
ҸҸ someone puts Igicams 
in their 
home?" 
The Kate Spade 


1! by Lenox, 


: 
ise dm Insecure. 


used in the White 


te. 
Home Collection 
LIBRARY striped votive includes a line of 
and Beacon Street crystal giftware 
medium oval vase such as 
bowls, v. 
votives, and silver-plated gift pieces such as 
ames, candle holders and ways 
xafted from full lead 
rom 6-11 


delicate e 

ate Spade is exclusively distribut 
Store Specialists Inc. at Greenbelt 3, Power 
Plant Mall and Shangri-La Plaza. 

he pictorial 


© 2 
с 


Nokia N80 
with 3 Megapixel Camera 


FREE @ Plan 2500 
3G * Wi-Fi 
Expandable Memory 
` MP3 * FM Radio 
POMPANO Point candlestick and Larabee 


dot cylinder vase MP4 Video Camcorder 


Bluetooth, Infrared & USB Connectivity 


Са 


s! 
New Addict MMS a я 


Pls 
данио addict Addict Mobile to 
FREE Хи» SMART other Networks 
Nokia Bluetooth Handsfree Car Kit 
with Loudspeaker and Charger 


NOKIA ^ addict“ 
euam : mon Connecting People ` Nseries 


THE ENTERTAINMENT DEN. Her husband's only request was for an entertainment console. Instead 


the entire first level was converte: 


JUST AN ILLUSION. 
The mirror behind 
the sofa set creates 
an illusion of depth in. 
the living area. The 
iron art repro of the 
Tres Marias, gold leaf 
candleholders, silver 
boxandironjarwere 
sourcedin New 
York. The crystal 
ashtrays are mere. 
decor that add 
glitter to the room. 


Text by Anne A. Jambora 
Photos by Edwin Bacasmas 
Art direction by Dobie Aranda 


HE ROAD BENDS AND 
wends along jagged slopes 
I and thriving lush, goes past 
the guardhouses, through the 
tunnel, over the bridge. When it 
makes that final turn, however, a 
dull landscape of nondescript du- 
plex homes once inhabited by US 
servicemen comes within sight. 
"Welcome to the former Subic naval base. 
At the end of the road, an austere box of a 


IN THEIR ELEMENTS. Modern and natural elements work in perfect 
chemistry. Note the Stephen Schlanser glass masterpiece that holds 
together the silver balls, 


THEGIRLS' ROOM. A warm shade of peach, instead of popular 
request for pink, ls the color motif of this гарт, 


toa family room equipped with multimedia entertainment system. 


house stands by itself, stripped of decadent 
opulence. Self-effacing almost, it seems to 
want to disappear into the woods that sur- 
round it. Ah, but like all things in life, what 
matters most is what is within. 

Step inside and easily the temperature 
drops more than 10 degrees from the sultry 
air outside. A wool carpet of clean waffle 
pattern stretches wall to wall in a luxurious 
sprawl. All at once a distinct waft of ele- 
gance tickles the senses, an impression akin 
to walking into a five-star hotel room. 

“Tm a hotel person. I love hotels. When 
we leased this place almost 10 years ago 1 
specifically requested that it have that ho- 
tel-ish look and feel,” said the graceful mis- 
tress of the house, who owns а chain of fash- 
ion boutiques in the metropolis. “Hotels 
give me the feeling that Гт on vacation," 
she said. 

And a hotel mood is what the place ex- 
udes. Not an article is out of place, every- 
thing is concisely arranged to fit the con- 
strained space and please the weary eye. 
They are, after all, organized to seamlessly 
blend into a 150-sq-m, two-story, three-bed- 
room home fora family of five who unwinds 
in this laidback neighborhood on week- 
ends. 

At first blush, the place seems too poised 
for a country home. But then again, the 
‘owner is not your typical person. This is, af- 
ter all, a woman who wears MAC lipstick as 
casually as she carries around a Mac laptop. 


Subtle details 

Iris, however, the subtle details and con- 
sistency that set this home apart from the 
humdrum. While the neutral colors from 
the furniture give it that polished, classic 
look, the dark earth tones on the wall suc- 
ceed to warm up the space. Modern materi- 
als like chrome, glass and steel add spark 
and glitter and life to vacant corridors. 

‘The owner was partial to glass and mirror 
because of the glitter they created, and the 
materials were trademarks often associated 
with her architect, J. Antonio Mendoza, а 
good friend she hired to rescue the house 
from its uninspired expression way back in 
1997. They thought so alike Mendoza didn't 
need to present a blueprint, she said. 

“The process took only a few weeks. He 
just drew it on paper and showed it to me. 1 
knew exactly what he meant, and he knew 
instantly what I wanted. We had an incredi- 
ble chemistry. Up to this day I am very 
pleased with what he has done," she said. 

On his trip to New York, prior to the com- 
pletion of his work, Mendoza bought many 
unique items for the Subic home—enough 
to fill up two large sultcases, in fact—with- 
‘out waiting for the owners approval. Not 
that he was presumptuous, she quickly 
added. He just knew explicitly what her 
home sensibilities were. 

Tt was пос surprising then that she in- 
stantly fell in love with the house upon its 
completion and has never touched or 
moved a single object away from its original 
place. Never. Which really was not typical of 
her, she said. Coming from the fickle world 
of fashion, she naturally liked to experi- 
ment around the trends every so often. Not 
with this one though, she said. 

The major facelift Mendoza executed was 
оп the second floor. The house, built in the 
19605, bore standard-size windows. To gain 
space, he tore down the corner walls and re- 
placed them with glass sliding doors con- 
strucged from the floor all the way to the 


ЕА. The floor-to-ceiling glass 
. doors brings Mother Nature closer to the occupants. 
A view of the deck and beyond puts this area among 
the top popular hangout place of the fa 
3 Par 


Ay 


SOFT GLOW. "Allergic" to glare, lighting in 
the house is always indirect so the tones and 
hues are exquisitely restrained. 


ceiling. The result is.a breathtaking 
panoramic view of the abundant foliage 
outside. 

“I told him 1 wanted to bring the outside 
in. I want the living area to be breathable 
and airy. 1 just love this view,” the owner 
said. 

Mounting a floor-to-ceiling mirror up 
against one wall, directly facing the pic- 
turesque view of the sliding doors, also created 
a delightful optical illusion of space. To gener- 
ate more glint and glimmer, glass is employed 
on many fixtures and articles of the house. 


Shimmering effect 
‘The eight-seater dining table, designed 


by Mendoza himself, is made of 3/4-inch- 
thick beveled glass in triple pencil pattern 
supported by wrought iron at the base. Cof- 
fee tables, console and side tables, with ei- 
ther iron or wooden base, are all made of 
the same material and pattern. A thinner 


glass would not have produced the same 
shimmering effect, she said. 

Brass iron rails replaced the once dreary 
solid wood at the top of the stairs. The 
home, she said, was renovated in the '9 
whengold and gold leaf were the trend. Al- 
though gold and metals are making a come-4 
back today, the employment of the iron rails. 
is consistent with her requirement for glit- 
ter 

Inher kitchen, a mere 15 sq m, metal and 
wood are fused. Kitchen cabinets are wall- 
mounted, which allows for just enough 
room to erect an island. Ultra-sleek and 
avant-garde small appliances by Philippe 
Starck and Alessi speak of über modern 
kitchen magic. She doesn't cook, she said, 
but her school-aged daughters love to tinker 
in the kitchen. 

A deck was constructed around a 
kalachuchi tree, accessible from the glass 
doors on the second floor and from the gar- 
den in the backyard. “We love grills and bar- 
becues so this deck is actually the family's 
favorite next to the living area,” she said, 

There are no television sets in the chil- 
dren's rooms. To make space for a multime- 
dia system, the first floor was converted in- 
to an entertainment den so the family can 
gather together to watch TV or movies, or 
play music. Otherwise, there is always the 
living room or the deck for real human in- 
teraction, said the mistress of the house. 

When Subic lost some of its lure to devel- 
opers some years back, the family's visits to 
the weekend home became less regular. To- 
day, however, with the son all grown up and 
now an engineer overseeing part of his work 
in this side of town, the family has once 
again been spending weekends here. 

"A weekend home should be elegant and 
comfortable you wouldn't mind staying in 
all day long," said the owner. Not mention 
that it becomes something to look forward. 
to all week long. 


E-mail the author at ajambora@inguir- 
ercomph 


THE MASTER'S BEDROOM. Warmer furniture colors compliment the neutral tone of the 
room, The cabinet, locally sourced, Is а delicate work of marquetry. A favorite article is the 


sunburst fish-eye mirror above the headboard. 
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A nondescript boxlike structure from Subic's 
military past becomes an elegant hideaway 
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ALL THAT GLITTER IS NOT GOLD. Brass railing, glass tops, mirrors, bronze, gold leafs work together to bring that 
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CHEF'S DOMAIN. Interesting kitchen accessories and appliances such as the Philippe Starck juicer and Alessi kettle. 
and vase gives this almost bare room a very sleek and stylish appeal. 


Introducing 
Avon Color 
Ultra Moisture Rich Lipstick 


rich moisture richer Color 


It has exclusive Repleni-MoistureBoost Technology with 
4 moisturizing powers to make the color vivid, vibrant and alive! 


* 220% instant moisture boost * 260% improved skin cushion 
* 170% increase in lip softness * SPF 15 lip balm protection 


Available in 12 luscious shades 


Get It exclusively from 

your Avon lady or call: 

N 864-AVON (for Metro Manila) 
1-800-1-888-AVON (Provincial toll-free) 

| Or emali: helpdesk.pn@avon.com 
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‘Text and photos by Mandy Navasero 


А SEASONED PHOTOJOURNALIST IS SAID 
to be born with a nose for news. But it's not 
unusual for the best among us to run against a 
wall sometimes or come across experiences 
that put us quite on the edge, between belief 
and disbelief. 

Very recently 1 drove through North Express- 
‘way and turned right to the Bocaue Exit. Before 
the bridge, I took a right tum to San José del 
Monte and traveled straight for about five kilo- 
meters. On the left side wasa little road that led 
to the House of Prayer of the Mother of Eu- 
charist and Grace, in Barangay San Vicente. 

There, I met a man people called Bro. 
Carmelo Cortez, reportedly a Marian visionary. 
He is 37, a Bulacan diocesan awardee and a 
member of the Commission of Liturgists of the 
Diocese of Malolos under Bishop José Oliveros. 

It was a First Saturday but 1 did not attach 
any significance to the day until 1 witnessed 
what some devout people may call a spiritual 
experience. I then took the opportunity to in- 
terview Cortez, who spoke in fluent Tagalog, as 
I searched for a better understanding of the ex- 
perience I went through. 

Cortez said his youth was not spectacular or 
eventful. He had regular stints as an altar boy 
at the San Pedro Bautista Shrine and Santo 
Domingo Church. 

Except that on the morning of June 12, 1991, 
at precisely 3 o'clock, when he was only 21, 
Carmelo encountered a wonderful experience 
that would send him on a trail to deeper faith. 
‘The experience could not be described here. 
Suffice it to say that the spiritual voyage has al- 
"Ways been accompanied by the scent of roses. 

His mother, Cornelia Cortez, 75 and an Uli- 
rang Ina awardee in 2004, has been his ardent 
supporter. He has also been followed by a 
growing legion of devotees who flock to the 
chapel, particularly on First Saturdays, a day 
devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Carmelo's devotion to the Blessed Mother, 
whom he and the devotees would call the 
Mother of Eucharist and Grace, culminated in 
the construction of the House of Prayer of the 
Mother of Eucharist and Grace, whose ground- 
breaking was made by then Bulacan Bishop 
Rolando Tirona and, much later, consecrated 
оп June 12, 2005, by Bishop Oliveros. The 
House of Prayer is an unpretentious but taste- 
fully decorated structure, strikingly grand in its 
simplicity. 


Mother of sacraments 
As 1 entered the House of Prayer, the first 
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A trail of faith paved by roses 


Marian and other holy images 


suddenly 


appear on rose petals 


used in healing sessions 
in a Catholic shrine in Bulacan 


i ak 
BRO. CARMELO Cortez had a mystical 
encounter with the Blessed Mother. 


thing that struck me was the panoramic glass 
window, which serves as the back wall. Beyond 
this window stands the statue of the Mother of 
Eucharist and Grace, her arms outstretched. 
On her right hand hangs the rosary, and on her 
lef is the brown cloth scapular of Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel. 

‘The gaze of the towering virgin rests on the 
grand altar that is centered on the sanctuary. 
Bro. Carmelo explained that this is designed in. 
that manner because the Mother of Eucharist 
and Grace invites all Catholics back to the 
sacraments of the Holy Eucharists and Recon- 
«Шабоп. He urged people to pray for our 
country and for the sanctification of priests. 

It was refreshing to sit in the chapel, deep in 
thought, communing with oneself or with God. 

First Saturdays are when people gather as 
early as 8 a.m. for the holy Mass that starts at 
11:30 a.m. The Mass I attended that Saturday 
was officiated by Fr. Rodel Ponce. 

Right after Mass, the healing service of Bro. 
Carmelo started. He would lay hand on people 
and anoint rose oil on their foreheads and on 
the palms of their hands. 


IMMACULATE Conception. Kneeling is 
Bernadette Soubirous, Lady of Fatima, Lucia, 
Jacinta and Franc. 


Like the devotees, we had brought our own 
Toses. Bro. Carmelo laid his hand on our heads 
‘one by one. As he did to the others, he also put 
rose petals on my chest and incredibly, sacred 
icons immediately appeared on these petals. 

Teould hear different expressions of awe and 
amazement as the people left the chapel. 1 was 
lost in my own thoughts. 

“ls this true?" I kept asking myself aloud. As 
a photojournalist, I am supposed to be de 
tached from events and personalities. 
searched for proofs. 1 had recorded the experi- 
ence with my camera. How could it have hap- 
pened, those icons in the fresh rose petals? 1 
have no explanation. It must be God's way of 
healing me or touching my heart. 1 kept the 
petals pressed inside а tiny prayer book. 

‘Afterwards, I looked at them against the 
light. I saw images of what looked like Padre 
Pio, the Pieta, the Blessed Mother and Baby Je- 
sus, and St. Therese de Lisseux. 


Conversion 

Bro. Carmelo explained, “More important 
than the petalsis the inner conversion and fore- 
giveness that will start the healing." 

T left the site feeling moved by the depth of 
the devotees’ faith. Among them was a cancer 
survivor of more than a year, Belen Viola Lopez, 
64, a retired guidance counselor from Hope 
Christian School. She had undergone 
chemotherapy and spent a month in the ICU 
and was told by doctors she had only a few 
months to live. But after going to the Bulacan 
shrine and having healing sessions with Bro. 
Carmelo, she believes she has been on remis- 
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CANCER survivor 
Belen Viola Lopez, a 
devotee 


suno) Y sue 11,2006 
NN 


sion from cancer for over a year now. 

Teresita Domigpe of Meycauayan, 34, was 
seriously Ш at the Heart Center. She was told 
an infection had spread to her kidneys and 
was close to affecting her brains. Doctors had 
given her 48 hours to live. But she has sur- 

vived. Bro. Carmelo visited her 
18 in the ICU and soon after, she 
recovered. 

The Mother of Eucharist and 
Grace Foundation has been set 
upto administer to and maintain 
the House of Prayer The founda- 
tion has donated the House of 
Prayer to the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Maiolos. 

Every one is invited to visit the 
House of Prayer, especially on 
First Saturdays, The Healing 
Mass starts at 11:30 a.m. and the 
healing services by Bro. Carmelo 
follows right after. The House of 
Prayer/Museum is open В a.m.-5 
pm. 

There is also a First Friday 
Holy Mass at 4 p.m. and regular Sunday Mass- 
esat10a.m. 

The Mother of Eucharist and Grace commu- 
nity is celebrating its 15th anniversary on June 
12. Mass will be held at 12 noon at the House of 
Prayer. It will be concelebrated by Bishops Oliv- 
eros, Cirilo Almario and Ruben Profugo. 

For inquiries on schedule of healing services, 
call or text 0906-4972763. 
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Erik Santos. 


Album Launch | ' Festival 


4th Manila Jazz 


Johnsen & Jonngon 
торло Tas tor 
Ero 


The 1st JAB Fair 
@ the AYALA MALLS 


Groat Finds, Great Perks Promo 


June tf 
‘Activity Center 


June 16 


Contrai Plaza 


June 17 а 18 
Central Plaza 


June 16-18 
Activity Center 


Get discounts or free 

chance to win P10,000. 
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‘Seo coupons for mare detals. 
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7107 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


The Fashion 
Czar of Asia 
isoncemore , 
off to the US 
capital to 
showcase 
a dazzling 
120-piece 
collection 


THE BLUSHING bride 
ina light-pink bridal gown 
апа piña veil by Pitoy 


Moreno, modeled by 
Shana Bridget Watts, M ONT 
The men all wear piña 
barong by Moreno. BLANC 


SOULMAKERS 
FOR 100 YEARS 


Washin ton ч 5 MEISTERSTÜCK SOLITAIRE SILVER FIBRE 
GUILLOCHE. PRECIOUS WRITING INSTRUMENT. BARREL 
WU / AND CAP MADE OF 925 STERLING SILVER. CAP FEATURES 
" | 
О» JUNE 17, РІТОҮ р, ; ANTHRACITE COLOURED STRIPES RESEMBLING GUILLOCHE 


Moreno's clothes once 
ENGRAVING. CROWNED BY THE FAMOUS MONTBLANC STAR. 


again will make a voyage, У 
this time to Washington DC, upon ANDCRAFTED 18 KT. GOLD NIB WITH PLATINUM INLAY 


the invitation of Philippine Ambas- 


sador Albert del Rosario. 
“Pitoy not only highlights the best in 
Philippine fashion, fabric and design, he is 
also world-class and has been acclaimed e этә. ata (6346 s Alabang Town Center, pu d 
with applause and bravos in most fashion "opi s ant Mah (GNP зо 


PITOY/E3 


NOW, MORE АЎ 
ARE DISCOVERIES 


FOR ASIAN-HAIR 


Orr LQ 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


Sunday LIFESTYLE 


SUNDAY, JUNE 11,2006 


5 THE CLAN, from the anniversary couple down to the toddlers and babes of the fourth generation, pose for posterity after the church ceremony marking the couple's 74th wedding anniversary at the INC Central 


74 years 


Temple. 


HE CELEBRATING couple, Juana Umali, 93, 


‘and Buenaventura Lopez, 95 


TRADED NY” 


Buenaventura Lopez, Sen. Alfredo Lim 


i e 


A 


DAUGHTER Remedios Reynoso, son Romeo Lopez, Juana and 


“TAKE YOUR WEDDING 
vows to heart, live simply 
and together face all the 
challenges of a married 
life with courage, 
3 praying at every turn 
* to be sure God is on 
your side." 
This appears to be the 
creed by which this sturdy 
} couple has lived their life. 
Buenaventura — Mojica 
Lopez and Juana Crucena 
"Umali of Indang, Cavite, 
^ and Philadelphia, respec- 
Í tively, got married in 1932 
when both were barely out 
f their teens. It was a time 
when the world was stil 
3 reeling from the effects of 
j the Depression and was, in 
5 less than a decade, to be 
^ plunged into yet another 
* global conflict that would 
j make life for the young 
i couple doubly difficult. 


i] In good, bad times 
With their vow serving 
as constant reminder, 
A i from early on the couple 
struggled _ through 
q, lfe—togeher Un- 
* N daunted by the chal- 
lenges before them, they held on 
to each other in good times and 
inbad. 
‘Together, they prayed for 
God's help and guidance for ev- 
егу critical decision they would make. That such 
faith worked wonders for the couple cannot be 
doubted. As stark proof, they have lived longer 
than most others, and have emerged as though 
unscathed by various crises. 

And this year, while still hale and hearty they 
got to celebrate their 74th wedding anniversary 
together with their children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. 

‘They had a surfeit of reasons to celebrate, the 
many good things they now have which they 
fondly hold up to friends like trophies lined up 
against the wall of their enviable life. 

Witness these: Buenaventura is now 95, Jua- 
па 93. Yet they still walk good distances erect, 
without crutches or some such walking aids, 
and climb up and down a few flights of stairs 
without help. Their senses are unhampered, 
with only occasional lapses of hearing on Bue- 
maventures part. 


HA 


Again and again, Ido 

Relatives and guests held their breath, butal- 
most applauded when they heard the couple 
say clearly their “I do's” at the Feb. 10 church 
rites marking their anniversary (their second in 
eight years; they also had their renewal of vows 
for the belated celebration of their 65th an- 
niversary in January 1998) held at the Iglesia ni 
Cristo Central Temple in Diliman, Quezon City. 

The, ceremonies were officiated by no less 
than the church's general secretary, Minister Ar- 
nel Tumanan. In addition, four ministers in the 
top hierarchy of the church, Ministers Glicerio 
Santos Jr, Emiliano Magtuto Sr, Lowell Menor- 
са and Dan Orosa, stood as principal sponsors, 
together with Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay, 
whose wife was a classmate of one of the cou- 
ples daughters. 

Sharing the couple's excitement in the crowd. 
of well-wishers were Minister Bienvenido Santi- 
ago, the general evangelist and INC spokesman, 
and Sen. Alfredo Lim, a family friend. And al- 
though not physically present, INC executi 
minister Erafio G. Manalo and wife Cristina 
made their support and shared joy felt by send- 
ing their special, endearing personalized greet- 
ings etched in a beautifully framed photo of the 
couple. 

Close friends ofthe family said they could not 
afford to miss this singular event. So they came 
in droves to congratulate the couple. Guests in- 
cluded such personalities as CA Justice Mag- 
dangal de Leon, well-known INC Ministers Jun 
Samson, Adriel Meimban, Joe Ventilacion, 
Romeo Ferma, and Dean Nic Tiosen of the New 
Era University College of Evangelical Minisary. 


Happily intact 

Buenaventura and Juana have nine of their 
10 children surviving. The clan they have en- 
gendered has grown to just seven short of a 
hundred. But whats more remarkable, all of 
them, from the first to the fourth generation, 
happily live together with their families intact 
(а real source of pride for the celebrating cou- 
ple). 

The clan now boasts of a number of success- 
ful professionals and business people in diverse 
fields of endeavor Four are doctors of medicine, 
including the eldest living daughter, Remedios 
of the RLR Squalene fame. Two children are 
dentists (Emelina and Hernando), the youngest 
son (Cesar, still a bachelor), a restaurateur, doc- 
tor of veterinary medicine, and consultant in 
animal husbandry at Jefferson University in 
Philadelphia 

By affinity, they have a lawyer, Moises To- 
lentino Jr (married to youngest daughter 
Florinda), defender of Piatco's Naia Terminal 3 
project; and a CPA, Luis Reynoso, husband of 


27,000 days, 


Buenaventura Mojica 
Lopez and Juana Crucena 
Umali, one year shy 

of their diamond 
wedding anniversary, 
have a surfeit of reasons 
to celebrate their union 
in style 


Remedios. Two other children are engineers 
(Angelita, chemical; and the eldest, Eloy, avia- 
tion, who has since retired and settled for farm- 
ing in Naic, Cavite). 

Son Romeo is a police science expert, former- 
ly of the Manila's Finest. He has since retired as 
а US secret service officer. Another son, Hono- 
rio, isa tour and travel specialist. Of the second 
generation, two are professors, one a pharma- 
cist, another a care home entrepreneur in Cali- 
fornia, and stil one a middle-level executive of 
a multinational in the US. They even have а 
minister of the Iglesia ni Cristo among the 
grandchildren. 


Songs and dances 

At the reception held at the Peninsula Mani- 
le's Rigodon Ballroom, they were all there, or 
nearly all. More than half had planed in just а 
few days or a week before, coming all the way 
from Philadelphia, San Francisco, and Liver- 
pool (in Ohio). They offered tributes of songs 
and dances. 

Live and video messages of congratulations 
in four parts were aired and shown in a well-or- 
chestrated program, including a segment which 
showed glimpses ofthe 65th year celebration in 
Manila Hotel aptly titled “One Crowded Hour of 
Glory" 

Stirring period music was provided by the 
Leggiero String Band. Nostalgic songs from the. 
"40s to the "80s rendered by baritone James 
Clark held the audience in awe. 

Billed as “In Praise of God for a Truly Blessed 
Marital Union,” the celebration truly fits the oc- 
casion. In a three-generational dialogue deliv- 
ered by representatives from the first to third 
generations, a granddaughter brought to focus 
the remarkable achievement of the celebrating. 
couple when she pointed out that 74 years of 
living together meant being with each other, 
spiritually if not always physically, for over 
27,000 days. It is a feat deemed one for the 
books that Buenaventura and Juana has been 
able to accomplish. 

In the end, the thank-you note and parting 
statement delivered by the celebrating couple, 
with their children flanking them, truly touched 
those in attendance. 


THIS TRUE STORY OF OUR LADY OF 
the Abandoned's miraculous help to a 
jobless painter/artist was told by Fely 
Halili, who lives in Sta. Ana where there. 
is a shrine for the Virgin. The painter 
was jobless for two years, his family in 
debt, and his children at risk of not be- 
ing able to go to school. 

1п 2000, the Temporalities Ministry of 
Sta. Ana Parish commissioned the artist to 
paint the Virgin's face for her feast day. As 
the face of the Virgin took shape on the 
canvas, the artist and his wife talked to 
the Virgin 

Under the title “Inang Mapag-ampon” 
in Filipino, Our Lady of the Abandoned is 
known to help the very poor and very mis- 
erable, including the mentally ill. 

The couple's eldest son had just gradu- 
ated salutatorian from high school, but he 
failed all entrance exams he took. The 
boy, who really wanted to be a priest, 
asked the Virgin that if he passed the en- 
trance exams to a seminary, it would be a 
sign that the Virgin wanted him to be- 
come a priest, He passed and is now a 
scholar at the Holy Angels Seminary tak- 
ing up Philosophy. 

The artist got a job abroad and paid his 
debts. His wife was able to open a minis 
grocery in Cavite, All this proved to the 


Painter testifies to miraculous help 


couple that Mama Mary truly wasa moth- 
er who took care of her children, 


Prayer room 

Atthe back of the main altar in Sta. Ana 
Church is a prayer room, Camarin de la 
Virgen, where the Virgin is enshrined in 
an octagonal glass surmounted with a 
huge Cross Imperial. The entire ceiling of 
the Camarin has paintings depicting the 
life of Jesus and Mary 

The image is a replica brought to the 
Philippines in 1717 from Valencia, Spain, 
where the devotion began in the 1400s. 
Devotees are encouraged to go to the Ca- 
marin, kiss the veil of the Virgin and ask 
for her help. 


Help for farmers 

For entrepreneur Dopna Galsim-Caril- 
lo, her Christian duty is to support potato 
farmers in Benguet. She buys 2,000 kilos 
of potatoes (the Idaho kind), equivalent 
то 40 sacks, every week and supplies Rib- 
bon Fries outlets in Metro Manila and 
Davao. 

La Trinidad Mayor Fong Wan and Fed- 
eration of Benguet Farmers president José 
Andico are happy about this because it 
‘encourages farmers to plant more to cope 
with the demand. 


PunELY 
PERSONAL 


Josephine 
Darang - bi 

Donna's husband and business partner, 
engineer Emie Carillo, devised a machine 
that would cut the potato into strips that 
look like ribbons. Hence, the name "rib- 
bon fries." 

Director Navalta of the Department of 
Agrarian Reform promised Donna the de- 
partment would provide land for planting 
potato seedlings for distribution to farm- 
es 


Blessed Teresa. 

In 1962, Blessed Mother Teresa of Cal- 
сипа received the Ramon Magsaysay 
Award. 

‘That early, her work was already no- 
кей by Asian nations. Eventually, it 
would be known throughout the world. 

Mother Teresa's legacy of helping the 
poor comes into focus again with the third 
anniversary of her 2003 beatification in 
Rome and the coming Ramon Magsaysay 


‘Awards presentation in August. 

Yugoslavian-bom Mother Teresa, 
founder of the Missionaries of Charity, 
taught the world that every poor human 
being was another Christ, “See Jesus in 
the poor,” she would repeatedly say dur- 
ing her ife. 

Before she came to Manila to receive 
her Magsaysay Award for International 
Understanding, the president of India al- 
so gave her an award for service to the na- 
tion. In response, she said, "But what have 
1done? Itis His work and simply follow" 

The Missionaries of Charity have been 
in the Philippines since 1979. Former first 
lady Imelda Marcos provided them a 
home at the foot of Del Pan bridge to care 
for abandoned and malnourished chil- 
dren. 

The nuns later put up the House for the 
Sick and Elderly in Tayuman Street, Ton- 
do. They are now in different parts of the 
Philippines. 


Helpful people 

Our Lady's Club 513 was born when 
generous people committed themselves 
to help the Dominican Sisters of the Regi- 
na of Rossarii have a permanent home in 
70 Scout Fernandez St., Quezon City. It 
will also bea home for Our Lady. 


‘The house costs P13 million. The own- 
ers gave а five-year lease to the nuns. 

Those who want to pledge Р513 а 
month to help can call Regina Center for 
Contemplate Prayer at 3725327. 

Sister Eppie Brazil, founder, is also or- 
ganizing a contemplative-Marian pilgrim- 
age July 3-17. Call 5211651 or text 0918- 
9083676. 


Concert 

Elsa Payumo of Buklod Pagibig sa 
Diyos sent a text message saying the 
group is holding a fundraising concert on 
June 24, 7 p.m. at the Meralco Theater to 
Taise funds for Buklod's projects. Perform- 
ers are Mitch Valdez and the singing 
priests Pr. Eric Santos and Fr. Bobby Тисо. 
For tickets, call 7247534 or 7247536. 


30 years 

Charito Melchor called to say that the. 
Philippines and Russia were marking 30 
years of diplomatic relations. This is sig- 
nificant for Charito whose husband Alex 
was our ambassador to Russia. She also. 
wrote the book "Divine Conspiracy: A Tes- 
timony of Faith on the Fatima Message in 
Russia.” A festival will be held June 14-18 
at the Cultural Center that will fearure, 
among others, the Bolshoi Dalle 
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PHILIPPINE Ambassador to the United 
MORENO with Binibining Pilipinas International 2004 Maan Bayot in a black-and« States Albert del Rosario В ап avid purveyor 


‘ensemble, Mutya ng Pilipinas first runner-up 1993 Bing Pabular in along fitted gown with neck and strap beadwork, of Philippine culture and fashion. 


and Bb. Pilipinas World 2004 Karla Bautista in a modern baro't saya PHOTO COURTESY OF PHLPPINE TATUR 


MISS International 


є А Т ч 
1 hi 2005 Precious Lara 
itoy goes | | | e 
i | Moreno gown with 
^ flower embroidery 


to Washington Ё. A | ) a rot 


capitals of the world,” says Del Rosario. “As 

we celebrate 100 years of Filipino migration. 

and presence in the United States, our goal ` : 7 

is to instill pride in our own cultural her- | t au MANKAG men 
itage and identity, to showcase the best in | ^ $ Ж ashing ale models 
Philippine fashion among American audi- t saspe bid 
PPP j ; \ pants creations: 

The 1 hour and 20-minute show will be j Hayden Kho, Alired 
held at the posh Ritz Carlton, with around 1 З Vargas, Florante 
700 expected guests. Valentin and Ariel 

To Moreno, showing his clothes in Wash- Atendido 
ington DC is an important event not just be- 3 
cause the place represents the seat of world 
power but also because it brings back a lot 
of memories involving former residents of 
the White House. Moreno has designed я 
clothes for some of the most famous First AMIX of tho nest pita and 
Ladies of the United States, including Nan- Various fabrics make up this pink 
cy Reagan, Claudia Taylor Johnson, Ros. bustier gown with flower details. 
alynn Carter, Eliza- 
beth Ford and Bar- 


bara Bush m SUNDAY CROSSWORD 


show, according to 
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ашк биюе” er Enea Marna Sits 12 Provdonce, are Wes 
visual feast not un s osa FETTE 
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showed at his “Gin- to see a nobleman? the center ol 55 “Cheers” e 
ege ema n дг Pager 102 Luau 
intuang Moreno’ round? сагай 124 Leave off walkway: 56 Teheran souvenirs 
tribute at the 26 Dragnostic 76 Sgt. lorone 125 Juan's 15 Upperlimits locale 104 Arouse, as 
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ESTE ME Graton 105 Colonial 
ріпе costumes, 28 Outlook тв Adam's 127 Dessert ‘support 63 Recital extra diplomat 
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Spanish flamenco, grippers? Sunshade? "finder 31 Use тї Honum = 113 Vend 5 
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of models—is ГЕВ Е а TTT KAN 
the country’s best + 


HAND-PAINTED kimono over a 
black fitted gown 


mannequins, mostly |" 

beauty queens. In- 23 leo 
cluded is Miss Inter- | 
national 2005 Pre- 
cious Lara Quiga- 
man, who has been 
a оше Proy 
model since win- 
ning the Binibining 
Pilipinas title. 

As with most of 
Moreno's shows, the У S 
Washington. рс eid Comprehensive Diploma Programs — | INTERNATIONAL. PAID INTERNSHIP IN 
event is for the ben- " in less than a year. | THE UNITED SLATES 
efit of Gawad Kalin- 6-month Diploma in Culinary Arts | team np bah eie as Caton ion Nain, tha 
ga. Upon Ha й k J S-month Diploma in Culinary Entrepreneurship | 32c наю Kaman а Danion dl bee > 

an 
be staging а benef с CE 
show for the Philip- z -— ager AGA | 


‘The first culinary school in the world by the 
American Hospitality Academy (USA) opens its doors 
in the Philippines to those seriously seeking a career 
in the culinary arts and food service industry. 
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CANDELARIA-CALIWAG 
Aris Candelaria, son of Jaime and Rhodora Candelaria, will marry Ethelyn — 
Galiwag, daughter of Joselito and Bernadette Caliwag, on June 25, at St. Francis i 
“Assisi Chapel, Reception follows at Fernwood Garden, QC. The couple are nurses in : 
Kent Hospital, London. The bride will wear a pearl-white duchess satin gown in." { Milestones 
metallic silver and aqua blue traced with caviar and glass beads by Eddie Baddeo. 
He also created the wedding ensemble's gowns in basic blue and spring colors. Hei- — / 
di Balicha will do the bride's hair and makeup. We welcome announcements 
of weddings and engage- 
ments. Submit names of en- 
gaged couple, names of par- 
ents, date and place of wed- 
ding and gown designer 
along with a photo of the cou- 
ple and a sketch of the bridal 
gown, if any, to the QURE, 
BO. Box 2353 Makati Central 
Post Office 1263 Makati City. 
Email to Wifesyle@inguir- 
есотрћ. A photo of the 
bride and groom is required if 
“the wedding has already tak- 
en place. Announcements will 
be printed depending on space 
availability and at no cost to 
the senders 


ANSWER TO SUNDAY CROSSWORD 


the Go 


RAYA-PAGDANGANAN 

Brando Raya, son of Basilio and Estrellita 
Raya, will marry Ivy Pagdanganan, daughter 
of engineer Simeon and Lolita Pagdan- 
ganan, on June 17, at Christ the King Parish 
in Greenmeadows, QC. Fr. Jerry Orbos will 
officiate. Reception will follow at Crowne 
Plaza Galleria, Ortigas Avenue, QC. The bride 
will wear an ivory-white silk gazar princess- 
cut gown with lace draping bodice and volu- 
== 1 i minous skirt embellished with caviar and 
БЕК: Per Sara glass beads designed by Eddie Baddeo, who 


н АМАМ HUHH ig нн rE Hed 
M N LLL MEM E 4 Balicha will do the bride's hair and makeup. 


GUILLEN-CELON 

Egay Guillen and Doris Celon, who are 
based in Singapore, will exchange vows at 4 
p.m., June 12, at San Agustin Church. Dinner 
reception follows at Maynila Ballroom of the, 
Manila Hotel. 


PELONES- 
LAPITAN 
Henry 

Pelones, son of 
Apolonia М: 
biran vda. de 
Pelones of Lipa 
City, will marry 
Rho-Ann Lapi- 
tan, daughter of 
Rogelio and 
Angelina Lapi- 
tan of Pangasi- 


Ep Ne | 

at Cathedral de K ® 

San Sebastian, / 1 
Lipa City. a & 


ROSALUNA- 
CREUS 
Reyon R. 
Rosaluna, son of 
Mr. and Ms Teofi- 
lo Rosaluna Jt, 
will marry Aimee 
R. Creus, daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Ms 


Creus, at 9:30 
am, June 24, at 
the Basilica of Im- 
maculate Concep. 
don, Batangas 
"7M City, Reception 
$ dx. f will follow at 
"Get a free roundtrip SeAir ticket { Basilica Pastora 
\ Center, Batangas 
to Boracay or Palawan for every purchase ^ 2 
1 ofany specially-tagged* Ray-Ban sunglasses \ ve 
and vice-versa for only P8,995. \ 3 
zy 
Available only to existing SMART Gold subscribers 
and switchers** subscribing to SMART Gold Plan 800 


and up. 


Ph gar a е АМР SIM Pack and a 20% hot dun Кл, Boracay Regency Hor Cub Paradise 
End El Rio Y Mar. Also avaiable to Addict Mobile Postpaid subscribers. 

is and гун arrangemenes are valid nc Sepeembar 30, 2006. 

она tor р: senten on August J. 2008 

Ол cases ng ine шойын Charge. 
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DIAZ-GUEVARRA 

Rob Diaz, son of Fernando and Lilia Diaz, 
weds Jen Guevarra, daughter of SPO3 Alber- 
EIPITI ууу Gus mide Reyne, 07 15 0] to and Corazon Guevarra, at Our Lady of the 
EP AA Rp Gub ANNE ед QJ” Holy Rosary Parish Church, Rosario Complex. 


MM Officiating priest is Rev. Fr. Reynaldo Reloj. 
АРЕ a EMI aS 1 Vs Hair and makeup is by Boots Turralba. 
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Perfect Your Passion! FE 

Become a Chef! 
A Start Your Career! 
Diploma in International Culinary Arts & 
Professional Kitchen Management 


I Father | 
| knows : 


best W " К es Ths moni Program begins on June 27, 200, 


i : i exclusively available to only 14 students for each batch, 
weis 3 rasan git inmediate. 
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Recommended by 8 out of 10 doctors 
American Heart Association and National 


Your heart is the center of 

Every part of your system 

heart is heathy, your entire pa b 
it's not, then your whol 

is in charge of pumping "s 

entire. 

all the cells 


arteries, then into tiny tubes called са 
finally into the veins that lead back to your 


Although your heart is a powerful сал / 
be damaged by disease and poar living 

smoking, an unhealthy diet, lack of exercise and 
stress. Ай these may weaken your body and hamper 
your blood circulation, 


Ensure, helps fight off the harmful effects of free: 
idicali caused by these these unbaly kaba ks ign 


Heart Defense Stem croatas a shield around 2 gum, em Ensure your heart. Ensure your ше. 
your heart to help protect you from an attack: 
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GRAND Palace complex 
by Chao Phraya River. 


‘Text and photos by Constantino C. Tejero 


OMORROW, MOST OF BANGKOK 
| will meet at the Temple of Dawn in the. 
evening. 

Because June 12 is when the Thai capital is 
holding one of its grandest events—the Royal 
Barge Procession, to celebrate the 60th an- 
niversary of the accession to the throne of His 
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, or Rama 
1X, the world's longest-reigning monarch, 

"This is the highlight of the yearlong cele- 
bration throughout the kingdom, and one of 
Asia's longest-running traditions. Starting at 
Wasukri Landing Place at 7:30 p.m., a fleet of 
52 vibrantly colored barges manned by some 
2,000 navy men in color-coded uniforms will 
Ъе rowing for an hour along the Chao Phraya, 
the River of Kings. 

Members of the royal family willbe seated on 
four main barges, three of them about a century 
‘old—some 50 meters long, of whole teak logs 
ornately carved, lacquered in gold, red and 
pink, and encrusted with mirror shards. The 
procession ends at the Temple of Dawn. 

During one of several rehearsals of this flu- 
vial parade, Thailand's Tourism Authority 
governor Juthamas Siriwan speaks to a small 
group of Filipino journalists on the riverbank 
grounds of the Royal Thai Navy Institute. 

Siriwan says they're expecting about а mil 
lion visitors to witness the event, from 29 heads 
of state and royal guests to plain tourists. She 
says they're deploying about a million person 
nel to police and protect the area. 


Grandest scale 

‘The grand invitation has been extended to 
the Filipino delegates by the tourism authori- 
ty through its Philippine marketing represen- 
tative Dave de Jesus. Thus we get a glimpse of 
the procession's first rehearsal by the river- 
bank, and marvel at the slow gliding of shad- 
owy boats, the chanting of hymns at dusk to 
the throbbing of tom-toms--it is theater on 
the grandest scale. 

"We witness the spectacular show of light 
and sound and the pageantry of ancient cere 
mony from the Supatra River House (a 
charming old house turned into a restaurant 
serving superb cuisine), amid the lotuses still 
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WOMAN prepares elaborate version of atchara, 


E 


abloom late in the afternoon. 

The country has just emerged from what. 
has been called a Silken Revolution, when 
Prime Minister Shinawatra Thaksin had to 
step down, yet it seems like business as usual. 
Security at the airport and in the malls is rela- 
tively lax (so unlike in the Philippines where 
security is stringent to the point of being an- 
noying, even at out provincial airports and in 
the neighborhood convenience store). 

То date, it is still a caretaker government 
and there's no legislature, yet tourists keep 
pouring in as if nothing had happened. This 
makes Don Muang International Airport the 
busiest in Southeast Asia. Bangkok being at 
the center of an aviation network connecting 
Europe, Asia and Oceania, its airport is over- 
loaded with 37 million passengers a year: 

(Watch out for the opening later this year 
of Suvarnabhumi Airport on а 3,300-hectare 
site 32 km east of Bangkok, Bannered as the 
Pride of Thailand, it is meant to handle 45 
million passengers a year. 


Mainattraction 

Siriwan says their goal is to attract some 14 
million tourists for this year. One or two Fil- 
ipino delegates gasp and couldn't help but tit- 


ter, 


considering that our Department of 


‘Tourism is hard pressed to attract even three 
million to visit our shores. 

"The reason why totally escapes me," says 
French-Swiss national Pierre-André Pelletier, 
general manager of Amari Watergate, the 
five-star luxury hotel in central Bangkok 
where the Philippine press representatives 
are billeted. "Because you have super attrac- 
tions—you have the best beaches, you have 
very warm people.” 

Pelletier is a frequent visitor to the Philip- 
pines, having been to Boracay 15 times. As for 
Amari, he says he couldn't complain as it has 
ап occupancy rate of almost 90 percent the 
whole year round. (Again, the Filipino dele- 
gates gasp.) 

Of Thailand’s main tourist attractions, we'd 
count that penchant for billing by title and 
marketing by scale. It is human nature, of 
course, to want to experience the biggest, the 
longest, the tallest, and what have you. 
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GO al fresco at the Supatra River House, the better to watch the Royal 


Barge Procession. 
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Largest restaurant 

‘There is, for instance, the Royal Dragon. 
Restaurant, billed as the biggest in the world 
at 3.5 hectares. It is a complex of structures 
built in the manner of ancient Chinese archi-: + 
tecture. 

In humid weather, customers dine al fresco 
in what looks like a central courtyard, with’ 
live performances on a stage. During a down- 
pour, tarpaulin coverings are rolled up, or you 
may transfer into one of those glass-walled 
rooms that can instantly transform into a. 
videoke lounge. 

The resto can seat 5,000 diners, served by a. 
staff of 1,200. Waitresses and waiters in an- 
cient Chinese costumes have to roller-skate 
around to bring the food piping hot to your. 
table. 

Meanwhile, Bangkok's newest mecca for 
shoppers, Siam Paragon, is being touted as 
Southeast Asia's largest upscale shopping 
mall. Standing on 500,000 sq т of prime 
land, it houses 300 high-fashion brand bou- 
tiques, an exotic-car gallery, fancy food out- 
leis, а 1,800-seat opera house, a 15-screen 
cinema with seating capacity for 5,500. 

On its ground floor and basement are two. 
levels of Siam Ocean World, Southeast Asia's’ 
largest indoor oceanarium. Here are not only 
sharks, electric eels, giant groupers and man- 
ta rays but also penguins, otters, monstrous 
water rats. And imagine a school of piranhas 
passing just a little above your head. 


Widest stage 

Then there is the Ratchada Grand Theatre, 
with a seating capacity of 2,000 and one of 
the world’s largest stages, approximately а 
third of the width of Wembley Stadium—big: 
enough to fit in 400 elephants. 

Its three-act performance called "Siam Ni- 
ramit” is a jaw-dropping experience. It depicts 
traditional village life but the stage is filled with 
a cast of 150 with some 500 costumes, state-of- 
the art sets, high-tech laser lights, thunderous 
sound system, eye-popping visual effects. Built 
оп stage is a whole village complete with goats 
and chickens, even a river running along up- 
stage with a boat gliding by and а man diving. 
into the water. 

The senses are overwhelmed by human 
hustle and bustle, natural calamities and su- 
pernatural activities. A religious festival is en- 
acted throughout the theater, attended by 
two elephants in a procession and mythical 
beings flying hither and thither. And then 
there is thunder and lightning, and a sudden 
downpour of—what?—rain, 

Seconds after the seedlings have been plant- 
ed in the rice terraces (yes, they have those on 
stage, too), the stalks sprout and the blades un: 
furl before one's eyes, and the rice plants start to 
grow so fast that soon its harvest time and the 
awestruck audience watches as the grains ripen 
goldenly. (Wala kaming masabi.) 


Most delicious 

Thailand's climate is two degrees centi 
grade higher than ours, and their traffic is 
more chaotic (we swear!), yet tourists keep 
coming. We can probably trace that to its sim 
ple yet excellent tourism marketing. 

A consistent top-selling comeon i 
Bangkok being marketed as a shoppers’ par 
adise, crawling with street stalls beyond 
counting, shopping plazas and hypermarkets 
floating markets, sidewalk markets, night 
bazaars and that superabundant Chainatow 
(as they spell it). It is Grand Promo Sale ove: 
there through June and July. 

А recent trend is the aggressive promotion 
of ecodestinations and medical tourism 
Bangkok just hosted the International Sp. 
and Wellness Conference and Exhibition fo 
two days at the Queen Sirikit National Cor 


DEAR EMILY, 

It’s so hard to trust anyone with your 
problem nowadays but Pm hoping you 
will help me with mine. 

Тал an incoming third year BSECE 
student. Due to tuition increase, 1 
don't know if can continue my stud- 
ies. I really want to finish my course 
and hope that someday I'll become 
successful. The scholarships I have 
checked out are only for freshmen 
students. That's where my problem 
lies. 

My mother owns a store but her in- 
come is not enough to pay for my col- 
lege education. My father died when I 


was in Grade IV Three years is a long 
journey to finish college. 
really want to become an engineer. 
Can you help me become one? If you 
have scholarship grants for students 
е me, I want to apply. I'm willing to 
submit all the necessary papers and re- 
quirements. 
AIMEE 


Lack of money for tuition should never 
be a hindrance to anyone with a burning 
ambition to succeed, Don't nail your 
hopes on getting a scholarship. And stop 
giving yourself a deadline! 

Finishing your engineering course in 
three years is just too tall an order. That's 
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unless there's a six by six about to run 
over you or there's a job already waiting. 
for you... "There's no need to rush espe- 
cially when there's no money in sight! 
Start by working for it, Get a job. Go to 
the school registrar and tell him/her your 
problem. The school might even give you 
a scholarship if you present your case 


Tuition hike puts her dream on hold 


forcefully enough. That won't be free 
probably and you may be asked to sign a 
contract to work there after graduation, 
Whatever the terms are, go for it, iit will 
make you realize your dream. 

Or apply in a company that will allow 
you to study in the evening. Many bosses 
have been there and done that and would 
understand your predicament. Just be 
honest and sincere. Many people have 
big hearts. 

"There are so many successful busi- 
nessmen and politicians around us who 
were so poor growing up—they were 
working students in college. No shame 
there. They all toiled for long hours and 


never let up until they finished school. 
It wasn’t easy then and it wouldn't be 
easy for you--but success will taste 
sweeter if you go through the grinder, 
so to speak. 

Don't sit by and wait for that bolt of 
lightning to open the heavens for you 
Get up, get going and start looking... I's 
only the first step that's difficult! 


E-mail the author at emarcelo@inquir- 
ercom.ph, Subject: Lifestyle, or send your 
letters to Inquire. Listen to Ms Marcelo co- 
liost the program "Kalikasan Vigilante," 
7:15 p.m.-8:30 p.m, Monday-Friday, on 
dwBR104.3FM. i 


June 12 is when the Thai capital 
holds one of its grandest events—the 
Royal Barge Procession, to celebrate 
„the 60th anniversary of King 
“Bhumibol's accession to the throne 


ENTRANCE to exhibit hall of Queen Sirikit National Convention 
Center 


Healthy 


Bones 
Crusade 


Anlene Bone Health Check 
Marathon attended 
by celebrities fit to the bone. 


Anlene, bcing the Bone Expert, 
was the first brand to ever mount a 
bone scan marathon for free. Held at 
Glorietta last May 13, 2006, the 
"Save Your Bones, Love Your Life" 
Mega Bone Scan Event is a crusade 
to spread the word about bone health 
and osteoporosis prevention. A total 
of 1,400 scans was conducted during 
the day, with eight bone scan ma- 
chines devoted to hundreds of wom- 
en who came for their tests and 
joined the activities. 

The Osteoporosis Society of the 
Philippines Foundation participated 
in the day's slew of activities. A talk 
about prevention of osteoporosis was 
conducted by Dr. Julie Li-Yu, ст- 
phasizing the growing threat of this 
bone disease which affects women in 
their post-menopausal age. 

Anlene endorser Pilita Corrales 
took the lead in having a bone scan. 
Her test results showed that drinking 
Anlene everyday helped fortify her 
bones so that she can still do her fa- 
mous signature back bend. 

Champion runner Elma Muros 
Posadas maintains her staying pow- 
er in her field with a proper diet, ex- 
ercise, and drinking milk as her regu- 
larregimen. / 

Other celebrities who joined the 
Anlene crusade for healihy bones 
were singer/performer Pinky Mar- 
quez, dancer and choreographer 
Maribeth Bichara and Reperiory 
Philippines' Pinky Amador, women 
who are still at the peak of their cho- 
sen fields. 

Regine Tolentino challenged the 
women in the audience to some 
bending movements and hula hoop 
competition and wowed her audi- 
ence with her dance showdown 
demonstrating her strong bones. 

Jolina Magdangal hosted the en- 
ergy-packed mega bone scan event 
which was well attended despite the 
rains. It awakened among women the 
importance of battling osteoporosis 
by saving their bones and loving 
their lives. 
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vention Center, where our DOT had put up a 
booth in the exhibition hall. 

Jostling with those spas and centers for 
wellness are the sleaze districts like Patpong 
and Pattaya. They lure the tourists, too, and 
the government just has to support and mar- 
ket them. 

Probably the most overlooked bringer of 
tourists is the traditional Thai cuisine, which 
some gourmets consider to be the most deli- 
cious in Asia, Think tom yam kung. Think 
sticky rice topped with ripe nam dokmai man- 
go then smothered with seasoned coconut 
milk. Think boiled rice in jasmine-floating 
cold water 


Biggest seller 

What we think is Thai tourism's biggest 
seller is the culture itself, as expressively man- 
ifested in their arts and crafts, Buddhist ritu- 
als and religious festivals, the innumerable 
ancient temples dotting the modem 
cityscape, the native cuisine, traditional mu- 
sic, ancient theater, dance performances from 
likay to khon, the unique martial art muai 
Thai, the iconic tuk-tuk. 

Even an establishment as commercial and 
modern as the Four Seasons Hotel carries this 
colorful culture with pride—from its elaborate 
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QUAINT fountain greets visitors to the Supatra River House. 


woodwork, handpainted silk panels, exquisite 
statuary and stunning fresco paintings at every 
nook and cranny up to the ceiling, to its food 
outlets such as the Spice Market replete with 
aromatic themes (voted by locals as the most 
delicious Thai restaurant in Bangkok). 
‘Thailand is the only country in Asia that has 
not been invaded, colonized and brutalized by 
foreign powers—and freedom from such racial 
trauma must have caused that inherent gentle- 


is at high risk 


ness, friendliness and warmth the foreign? 
tourist can sense in the Thai people. : 

Despite what he himself describes as a po- 
litical mess his country is in these says, the: 
‘Thai king remains beloved by his people. 

Tomorrow the world shall see the outpour- 
ing of that love, as people gather on both: 
banks of Chao Phraya River to watch him and” 
his queen float by. Even the sacred lotus 
blooms at dusk in anticipation. 


Thanks to Anlene, si Natividad wala nang dapat alalahanin 
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Osteoporosis i 


a silent.disease that can be 
crippling and at its worse, deadly. Before it's too 
late, drink Anlene, the only high-calcium milk 
clinically proven to help prevent osteoporosis. 
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MEMBERS of the Tipano Band of Palawan's Magsaysay municipality 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


Sunday LIFESTYLE 


_ TRAVELBRIEFS 


Palawan holds Baragatan 
Festival 


The recent annual Baragatan Festival of Palawan 
featured a more indigenous street-dancing com- 
petition at the Capitol Park Square in Puerto. 
Princesa City. Dancers and musicians from 14 
municipalities competed for the best rendition of 
the Cuyonon А-А. 

Magsaysay bagged the grand prize of P1 million, 
followed by Cuyo (P700,000) and Coron 
(P300,000). All three are island municipalities o- 
cated in Northern Palawan, whose original inhab- 
itants are predominantly Cuyunon. 

Gov. Joel T. Reyes, who led Palawefios in the 12- 
day festivities, said the focus on the traditional 
Palawan parade dance gave the Baragatan street 
dancing more local color and originality. 
Thousands of Palawefios, as well as local and for- 
eign tourists, lined Rizal Avenue to watch the 
Saraotan sa Dalan. 

Non-winning groups got P200,000 each 

{Nikka Amiel Dedicatoria, from Cuyo, won the 
‘Mutya ng Palawan 2006. 

‘Anew event this year was the Baragatan y ang 
mga Santo, or Conference of the Saints, a Cuy- 


perform during the Baragatan Festival's Saraotan sa Dalan. 
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Avida Residences 


Antipolo City + Dasmariñas, Cavite * Manila 
Paranaque City * Quezon City * Sla. Rosa, Laguna 
Cabanatuan City • Lipa City, Batangas * Naga City 
Sto. Tomas, Batangas * Tayabas, Quezon 
San Fernando, Pampanga 


DC 
Avida 


Makakatapos din. 


Parang kailan lang, siya'y inuugoy. 
Ngayon, grade school na si Totoy. 
Ang bilis talaga ng panahon. 

Pati nga bahay na noon pa pangarap, 


Ngayo'y akin nai 


Buwanang bayad, ‘di ko inaalala 
Dahil ito'y kayang-kaya. 


Kaya si Totoy at 


Magtatapos ng sabay. 


AFFORDABILITY * VALUE * SECURITY 


Whatever we do, we set standards in the industry with our well- 
planned and family-oriented communities, built-to-last units and 
quality utilities constructed to perform over time and strong village 
management support, 


Call 864-5744 * www.avidaland.com 


onon religious tradition in honor of the Sacred 
Heart and immaculate Heart of Mary. More than a 
dozen images from various parishes and baran- 
gay chapels in Puerto Princesa City, Aborlan and 
Magsaysay participated in the procession that be- 
gan with a mass at the immaculate Conception 
Cathedral, celebrated by Bishop Pedro D. Arigo. 


More Pinoys visiting 
Singapore 


Singapore has seen a tremendous growth in the 
number of Filipino visitors for the last three years. 
Last year alone, some 319,898 visitors traveled 
to Singapore—a 30.09 percent increase over the 
previous year's record. 

According to Singapore Tourism Board-Philip- 
pine office's Rocson Chang, "From 1991- 
2002, the average annual growth of Filipino 
visitors to Singapore stood at only 5.47 per- 
cent. We started to experience strong double- 
digit growth from 2003 onwards, which, some 
of us may recall, is the year SARS hit the in- 
dustry.” 

‘And from just 4.75 days in 2002, Filipinos are 
now spending over six full days in the Lion 
City. 


Affordable living at its best 
an AyalaLand company 


ng nahanap. 


ang bayad sa bahay, 
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Tourists will soon enjoy the Flyer (a giant Fer- 
ris wheel to be completed in 2008), two inte- 
grated resorts with casinos (completed in 
2008 and 2009), Gardens by the Bay (three 
new gardens along the waterfront, to be com- 
pleted on 2010), and Spaceport Singapore, 
Visiting Singapore has also been made more 
affordable and convenient with the emergence 
of low-cost carriers into the Philippines such 
as Tiger Airways and Jet Star Asia. 

Recently, the STB-P launched the Island-to-Is- 
land campaign, a joint effort with the local 
‘government of Puerto Galera, Oriental Min- 
бого, Running until June 15, the campaign 
promotes both Singapore and Puerto Galera 
to local and foreign tourists under the umbrel- 
la slogan, "Enchanting Puerto Galera, Unique- 
ly Singapore." 


Emirates launches Nagoya 
route 


Emirates has launched services to Nagoya, its 
second gateway to Japan after Osaka and the 
84th destination in its global route network. 
Emirates now has offices in Tokyo, Osaka and 
Nagoya. 

The airline expects to transport more than 
80,000 passengers and 5,000 tons of cargo 
every year on the Nagoya-Dubai route. 

Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed AI-Maktoum, chair 
and chief executive of the Emirates Airline and 
Group, officially inaugurated the new Emirates 
office in Nagoya. 

On the inaugural flight, Sheikh Ahmed led a 
delegation of Emirates’ senior executives in 
meeting trade partners and customers in 
Nagova. 


Father’s Day package 

The Legend Villas celebrates Father's Day with 
a special family rate of only P4,999 net per 
night for an overnight accommodation for two 
adults and a maximum of two children aged 7 
years old and below. The family package in- 
cludes an overnight stay in a Superior Room, 
free use of the swimming pool and free local 
calls. For their dining pleasure, the family wil 
enjoy a buffet breakfast and family-style lunch 
and dinner for four persons at the hotel coffee 
shop Lola Maria. Lola Marla serves a superb 
menu of Filipino specialties and international 
dishes. 

Dad gets a special gift from the hotel and can 
also avail of a number of discounts. The family 
can invite relatives and friends over and get 
60-percent off on an additional room booking 
based on rack rates. They also get 60-percent 
off on their next visit based on rack rates. 

The package also includes 20-percent off on 
massage, manicure, pedicure and foot spa 
services; 20-percent off on Business Center 
services, 10-percent off on laundry services. 
and 10-percent off on food and beverages for 
a real family treat. Celebrate ай that Dad is at 
The Legend Villas with this special package 
from now until June 30. The Legend Villas is 
at Pioneer corner Madison Streets, Mandaluy- 
ong City. The hotel is owned and managed by 
Legend Hotels International Corporation. Call 
7022700 to 04, fax 6389255 to 56, or e-mail 
reservationsGlegendhotels.com ph or visit 
www.legendhotels.com.ph 


THE LEGEND Villas 
offers special 
Father's Day 
package 


Travel-friendly 
gadgets 


COBY TRAVEL BUDDIES IS OFFERING A 
10-percent discount until June 15. 

Get a Mini AM/FM radio with hand 
strap, earphones and belt clip or the 
portable CD/Radio player with pro 
grammable memory. 

т more hi-tech music, there is the 
Slim Personal CD Player, and for kids, thv 
Vzon 3.5" LCD DVD Player. 

Also available is the 7" TFT Portable 
DVD Player with Rotating Screen. 

Visit Electronics Boutique at Pari 
Square, Ayala Center, Robinsons Galle 
ria, Market! Market! and Alabang Town 
Center or call 8990102 or 8162440, 
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LASSIFIEDS 


RATES 
per line 
ces ciis uf RAD 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 


P245 per column centimeter ч 
(Trunk) Fax 0974808 
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Fan 506405 


‘This Beachfront 
Condominium 
projects looking 
forco-developer! 
‘contractor wi fun: 
capability to putup 
buildings, 
LocatedinLa-union, 
near Poro point. 
‘deal forloal 

E foreign retirees, 
Tt buildings tobe 

put uplwith 50-70 
units per building) 

e tstbuilding 

currently on-going 
construction, 
Local and international 
marketis readily 
avaiable. 

(or quires Psalt 
(0917)791-3714 
(0917) 535-1387 


tralian Government 


Department of Education, 
Science and Training 
AusAID 


AUSTRALIAN SCHOLARSHIPS 


Australian Leadership Awards 


SMALL BUSINESS GUARANTEE AND FINANCE CORPORATION 


Remedial and Acquired Assets Management Group 


INVITATION TO BID 


The folowing properties wil be offered for sole thru PUBLIC BIDDING on JUNE 28, 2006, 


Amat 
| Code 


Dosciplion Minimum tid 


An opportunity for future leaders 
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Price 


“ANTIPOLO 
| Peat 


fia umon 


500 пеј Residential lt located in Golden Hils 


400,000.00 
Subd. Bo. Son Roque. Antipolo Cily 


© A22-Storey Luxury 
condo project located 
in BAGUIO is available 
fordevelopment/ 
funding, 

v Project has approved 
permits &ECC. 

ıe located among the 
cordillera mountains 
wl fantastic viewof 
China sea, 

e its foggy condition 
and coid weather 
brings back the glory 
days of Baguio! 
Very Ideal for Retirees 
Local andinternational 
marketis readily 
available. 


The Australian Leadership Awards (ALA) is a new award scheme 
within the Australian Government's Australian Scholarships program. 
The purpose of ALA scholarships is to develop leadership within the 
Asia Pacific region. 


ALA scholarships are for longer-term post-graduate study in Australia 
at masters or doctoral level. Managed by the Australian Agency for 
International Development (AusAID), ALAs are competitive and open 
only to citizens of countries in receipt of ODA 


Applications are now open and will close on 31 July 2006 for 
commencement at an Australian university in January 2007. 


Relevant fields of study for an ALA include management, economics, 
business, political science, philosophy, history, law and public policy. 
In 2007, priority fields will include international trade, disease 
pandemics, security and clean energy. 


Preference will be given to candidates who can demonstrate: 
(i) that they are in a leadership role, or 
(ii) have the potential to assume a leadership role in the public, 
private or community sectors 
In each case merit will be given to candidates likely to influence 
development outcomes at the national and regional levels. 


Mandatory requirements: 


* a record of high-level undergraduate or post-graduate 
academic achievement; and 
e advanced English language ability. 


Awards will be allocated equitably between men and women. 
Information: 
Email: 


wwwaustralianscholarhips.gov.au 


ala@ausaid.gov.au 


Deut 494 07-3008  Residenticl lot located In Mabini St. 


Colbogen. Son Femando. La Union 


988.00000 


[nueva soua 
A saon Nigga 


доолоо iot located In Brgy. Son 
1042 "ex 


‘Roque (now Brgy. Maghipon) Gapan. 
Nuevo ою 


80340000 


PAMPANGA 


MeL 29317 1061227, Agoindusticilo!locoled n Bo. Sto. 98292500 
Resale, Minain, Pampanga 
оштон cny 


(cay мв  N284532 Residential lot located In LS 85 Saloon St. 
New Heaven Subd. Bigy. Kolgoychon, 


Nevaichas Quezon Ciy 


99200000 


оштон 


[x T7097 — Resdeniidilotlocoled!n Bo. Sabang. 
Cotoncuon. Quezon Province 


Descipilon 


10000000 


Woe of 
Equipment 


тїї БЕГ 
Price 


Recondiioned - Pols No, ЖЕ 485, Body Type/Calor Dropade wil 
юли! ^ Сопору/О! While: Motor Engine No. uzu НЕ! Diesel Engine 
Cuni) Equipment stored f RIC Madela. Quirino Province 
Pong —_‘Sumiis-"Misivlech” with Sand Nos. 942569 ond 948085. both modo. 
Mochfe й Korea, compete wiih cuich motor, working table and other 
slondord occessofes (oulomalic) 
Hemming 2 units Knglex C1L-6511 wih Зәки Nos. 2033104 ond 2031429. 
Machines. boh mode n Tawon complete wiin cluich motor, working tobie 
Ола oiner standard occessores (automatic) 
Sunis- "Кеден" KLSEOM/A single needle, computerized high 
Speed machines. mode in Taiwan complete with cluich motor 
Song tebe ond oiner tlongord occessones wih the (f Senai Nos: 
201904, 2027578, 0987257. 2026850, 2026841. 0987407. 0987411, 
(0987564 ола 0987271 


GENERAL GUIDELINES 1 


2000000 


21800000/uni 


21500000]unit 


High speed 
mochines 


51.244.00]unit 


Descaplion of fne above properties bidding rules cnvirequiolions ond the preserined Bid Forms ore 
Gucscobie ol ihe 7^ Fi. 139 Corporate Center, 139 Valero st. Salcedo Vilage, Makati City or contact 
fhe folowing o! tel no. (020613-57-21/(027751 -1888. Messrs. Pater V. Pizaro/Santi Tuco 

Seclec Bd Forms wil be recewed by RAAMG/SBGFC staring 900 a.m. up lo 200 p.m on June 28 
2006. 


Eoch Bid Proposal shat! be accompanied by cosh or Certified Coshier's/Monoger's Check 
suec in Metro Moniio payable 10 the Small Business Guarantee ond Finance Corporation 
ӘСЕСу in the omount equvolent to 10% of the bid. Please accomplish one (1) Bid Form for 
every propery. 

Properties ore soid on “AS IS WHERE IS BASS". ond the winning bidder shail оке possession of he 
properly without seeking osssiance from SBGFC. 

iade ore enjoined to personally inspec! invesligate/vetty the actual se ond slolus of documents 
O ownership wan те appropriate Register o! Deeds before formally submitting thet bids to oscerloin 
Ther ocluo condition. 

Representotives/ogenis cre required lo submit o Letter of Authorization or SPA issued by the principal 
buyer 

SEGFC RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS. TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITY THEREIN, 
ACCEPI SUCHBD AS MAY BE. CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE COMPANY OR 
CALL OFF A BIDDING PRIOR 10 11S ACCEPTANCE OF THE BIDS AND CALL FOR A NEW BID UNDER 
‘AMENDED RULES. THE DECISION OF SBGFC IS FINAL 

Ai scies shall be subject to confimotion by the SBGFC Credit Committee. 


(g0) FE DOLORES GATUS 


or inquiries, Pis. cat 
(0917) 791-3714 
(0917) 535-1387 


vow simarycolege net 
BACHELOR OF science w 
NURSING 
aapi otc o 
Кой 
entes po re 36,3000) 
"Transfer Students 
[oeste 
per 
otg 


3BR 27B w/ 
Servants Qrir. Grge. 
Congresl Av. QC 

300 Пот 

CHERRY FOODARAMA 

BUNGALOW 

P42 M neg DBO 

EE 

PET 
TANTI 
Alma /Axcal. 
9206961/09286000351 


Өз 
а 


rA 


WHY BUY A CONDO UNIT? 
When youcanowm alta hosse, and silbe be URBAN sot 


Mes - Muntinlupa 
‘Along West Serene Road 
Houses are 


READY FOR OCCUPANCY! 


EASY opunequt parments m12 months! 
EASY monthly amortization tarts at PI64 4 dra bank! 
In-House financing ako avaiable! 


For Inquiries: 09103038441 / 09159511786 


Primavera H 


2,490, 


WINROCK 
INTERNATIONAL 
Puting leas to Work 


INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 


The Alliance for Mindanao Off-grid Renewable Energy 2 (AMORE 2) is a 5-year program being 
implemented by Winrock International (WI) in partnership with US Agency for international 
Development (USAID), Department of Energy (DOE). Mirant Philippines Foundation, and the 
Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao (ARMM). AMORE 2 aims to contnbute to the peace 
and development initiatives in Mindanao by improving the quality of Ме in unelectnfied rural 
‘communities through sustainable renewable energy projects and effective community organizing. 


WI is inviting local and international organizations (with Philippine-based offices), including 
academic and quasi-academic institutions, to submit an Expression ol Interes! (EOI) to conduct 
Pre-Feasibiity Studies at 14 pre-selected AMORE microhydro sites in the Province of Lanao 
del Sur. Interested organizations must provide information (company profile. brochures, 
description of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions, availabilty of appropriate 
skills among зга, etc.) which indicates their qualifications to perform the services. 

EOls must be made in writing and forwarded to the address below not later than 5:00 PM of 
June 19, 2006. 


Arthur S. Barrameda 
Procurement Officer 
Unit 1509, Jolibee Plaza 

Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 1600 


Tel Nos: (+632) 687-9091 / 92/94 
Direct Line: (+63 2) 634-1774 
FaxNo: (+632) 631-8215 


E-mail: abarrameda@amore.org.ph 
Electronic copies in POF formats are also accepted. 


All EOIs shall be evaluated by the AMORE Contracts Oversight Team. Bidders shall be provided 
with a formal Request for Proposal (RFP) kit. A pre-bid conference shall also be convened 
five (5) days alter issuance of the RFP to discuss details and accommodate inquiries. Only 
Pre quaited bidder shal be awarded the contract. Pre-quaited organizations shall be notified 
via fax or e-mail. 


Wi reserves the right to reject any or all applications for pre-qualification, waive any required 
formality therein, and accept the bid and award the subcontract to the most advantageous 
offer to the project. WI assumes no responsibilty to compensate or indemnity the bidder for 
апу expense or oss that may be incurred for the preparation of the bids, nor does it quarantee 
ап award will be made. 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Bi 5. Gouna Рос Ете Complex. Мена Road 
For Вомасо, Tagu Cay 
тее 58-320 Loca o8 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The PNOC-Energy Development Corporation is inving all Interested suppliers to 
‘apply and sumi Sealed bids or Ina supply and celery ol m folowing. 

Various Laboratory Equipment under under РН-637208 /637207 / 637213 

"Approved Budget PHP 2,231,900.00 

Ekgoity forms and going documents shai bo авіа for issuance a the above 
address co Cielo B. de Castro staring June 7, 2006, rom 3:30 AM to 3:30 PM and 
upon payment о а non-refundable fee o P400 00 par document. 
For purposes ol агу certain matters, а pre-okiding conference shali ba held on 
June 16, 2006, 2:00 pm al mo above address. 
Aopkcatons lor оршу and sealed bis shali be submited o. and rogstered wih 
тле PNOC-EDC Supply Management Department at the above address. and 
therealter dropped in he padiockod bii box nereat nol aer man 2:00 p.m. (Supply 
Management Ottico Wall Clock Time) of June 30, 2006. Pubic opening of bos 
‘hal ов mmedalaly naraatar Late bids shall not bo accepted. 
Prospective bidders shall signify contomance to the bing terms and conditions, 
эз regured, and sna ensure ma sama trough propor ssbmesonvexeculon Sous 
Ol lunang strom internal Cash Gonerabon of PNOC-EDG. Al bids shouid be мали 
{he Approved Budget lor the Contract n order o qual. 
PNOC-Enargy Development Corporation reserves the right o annul the bidding 
procoss, 10 rect any ог ай Dd. o wao any лютаму tha Dis recerved ала io 
cepi such bid whch тов advantagaous o PNOC-EDC малом thereby cung 
Казну lo ne atlected blader or waders or any obigaton to йот the aflecied 
bider or резов ol no groundis) for PNOC-EDC s acson- 


Cnoiman-Bs and Awards Commieo N 


асе ‘Chosperson, ADC 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION 
SOUTH LUZON OPERATION & MAINTENANCE 
Tel No: (02) 5206776: (02) 9814505 / 9614539, 9814576 / 


914577 / 814576 LOC. 4002; 1049) 4114800 LOC, 4002 
Trans Co 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Ар МО. TRANSCO 2006-07A 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION, South Luzon Operation and Maintenance (TRANSCO. 
SLOM trough ine 2006 Corporate Budget approved the TransCo Board niends to apply the sum as méicalod 
Belew bong ihe Approved Боов. fr ine Contract (ABC) lo paymonts under the contact lor ihe following 
Purchase Requistons (РВ). Bis received m excess othe ABC shal be automaticaly rejected at Bid орет 


эю Т PR ROWER] DESCRIPTION ату APPROVED 
soils [ p 
GATE OF BIDDING, Jay T7 2867508 X 
PARANG COREERERE E Suy GE BADA | 
D7 TQUE-06-16867 | Stee! Cross Arm and 4 оез ‘Php 9.913.657 68 
Sis — | Pene Sce Ts] Мынд! байкап Som IIO d 
DATE OF BIDDING. JULY 1820057970 A 
Bog PEU 

тассало | Рава Таити 
DIBE BET vom Tansomer 
015 — | D30-06-18027 Gas Сис Breaker Php 3,000,000,00 
EE T I ENT 3.00 000 

oir | ooo eise — Cen oak [pee £ 700.00000 


2. The TRANSCO-SLOM now invites Bids Irom egile Bidders forthe aforementioned Bid Schedules. Delivery 
теледе ofthe GOODS shal ben accordance win ine bid documents, The desenpton ol an eligible Brüder 
is contained in Secton li ol the Bading Documents, ITB. 

‘icing wil be conducted trough open compete Bidding procedures using non-dscretonary ess citra 
e spoked e implemening Rules and Reguatons PKA (R.A) ol Repub Aci 9184 (R.A 9164) ohenwise 
noun as ina "Government Procurement Ralom Act” and is resincie lo рю citzensieole propnalorshps, 
Qiang wan atleast say percent (60) eres or outstanding сара! scc belonging lo cûzens ol ne. 
Blanes, and lo caens or arpanzatons dl а country he lawa or regualions ol when gran simaar туз cr 
ages o Pipino cizene, pursuant 1o Republic Act S183 (FLA. 183) and subjecto Commonwealth Act 138 
[СА Ta) Cay Ges rom Бооз who pass fhe elgbAty check wil bo opened. Tha process or he оноу 
ех 1s deserted m secion iol tho Bang Documents, T. Tha bidder wah ino Lowest Calculated Bd (LCB) 
‘hat advance to he post quaiicaton sage a order to nal datam responsweness ol he bio echncal and 
nencalremuremerte ol e praeci The contact shal nen be awarded 1o ine Lowest Calcualéd and Responsive 
Bas (САВ, who was петтите: as such dunng he post quatiaton procedure. 
interestod bidders may obtain uriner inlormation irom the Materials Management Services, TransCo-SLOM 
эла inspect he Boang Documents atthe address gven below rom 8:00 AM. lo 12:00 NN and 1:00 10 5:00 
PM. rom Monday to Рау 
A complete set ol Bidding Documents may be purchased by intrested Bidders rom June 14,2008 o July 14. 
20% sitne acoress below and upon payment o! a nonvolundabl fe in he amount о! Php 500 0 minimum. 
эйт ol he ABC wchever is ger per bidding schedule. The method of payment wil be Cash. The 
Siang Docoments shal be received personaly by the prospective Bidder or his authonzed representative. 
TransCo-SLOM wil hod a Pre-Bid Conference ороп io ali interested partes on the dale and time slated 
above at the OAVP Conleronce Room. 
Bs and ebgtity requirements must be delivered to the address below on the dale and ime stated above, 
i Bide mo be socomparsed by a Bid security any ol ine forme indicated in Secon Il Bid Data Sheet oí 
{he bed cocumonis. m Prappine Pesos or an equivalent amount in a ову converile currency. Lato Bios 
‘hall not bo accepted. 
Bd opening shal be on the dete and time stated above at ће ОЛУР Conference Room. Bids wil bo opened 
inthe presence ol те Bidders’ representatives who choose о аппа at ne address below. 
The National Transmission Corporate-South Luzon Operations and Maintenance reserves the righi 1o accept 
эта any Bd. 10 annul the bidding process, and 10 тоес al Bids at any time Prior о contract award, 
hoa thereby топло any кабу 10 o allocted Bider or Bidders 

‘National Transmssion Corporation, South Luzon Operation 8 Maintenance. 

Engr Ruben G. Castuera, BAC Charman 

Sad Vicente Bhan Laguna 

Tetotax No (632) 520-6775 

Weosie wne ranscaph 


pu Php 2250000 00. 


Php 2.400.000 00. 


(Sg) R.G. CASTUERA 
Chairman, Bias & Awards Commitee 


‘Applying for a Job? Unsuccessful in 
passing the initial step of getting 
noticed through your RESUME? 
DIFFERENTIATE YOURSELF 
and INCREASE YOUR CHANCES 
OF GETTING HIRED! 


Get expert help to get your RESUME 
noticed and prepare for that job interview! 


Text 0927 599 1777 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
FILIPINO — LEBANESE 
FRIENDSHIP ASSOC. 
REG. NO. CN 200413434 

we are having an election for the year 
2006-2007 on 13th of June 2006, 
5:00 PM at LEBANESE CEDAR'S 
RESTAURANT located in 1738 M. 
Adriatico St., Malate Manila 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER --- 


CLASSIFIEDS _ 


Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission 
2/F Engineering Buliding, MWSS Compound 
Kalipunan Road, Balara, Quezon City 
Telephone Nos. +4329265233; 4632 4333446 
Telefax Nos.+632 9268234: 532 4333444 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


Pasig Fiver Environmental Management and Rehabiitation Sector Development 
Program (РАЯЕМАЯ) 

Asian Development Bank (ADS) Loan No. 1746-PHI 

‘Site Development and Construction ol Four (4) - Storey School Building in Cardinal 
Sin Vilage, Punta Sta, Ana, Mania 


Project 


Loon No. 
Description of Works 


The Goverment ofthe Philippines (GOP) has rcaived a loan irom the ADB toward the cost о! PAREMAR, 
and intende to apply рап ol he proceeds of his can, iogethar win the GOP counterpart funds. io payments 
"ander пе Conirac Рима Sta. Ana URA Project in Cardinal Sin Vilage, Punta Sia. Ana. Cy of Малда 
‘The Pasig vor Rehabitaton Commission (PRAC) as the executing agency now inves sealed Bids trom 
‘gible Bidders forthe folowing contract packages: 


Ste Development end Construction of four (4) Storey School Bung Project | 


Contract Package. 


Department. ot Environment and Natural Resources 
Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission 
2/F Engineering Building, MWSS Compound 
Kalipunan Road, Balara, Quezon City 
Telephone Nos. «632 9265233, 4632 4333446 
Telefax Nos +632 9265254-+652 4333444 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


Pasig River Environmental Management and Rehabilitation Sector Dev 
Program (PAREMAR) 

“Asan Development Bank (ADB) Loan No. 1748-PH 

Construction and Developmen of San Joaquin Linoar Park cum Ferry Station in Brgy. 
San Joaquin. Pasig Сау 


1. The Goverment ol the Philipines (GOP) has racaved a loan trom the ADB toward the cost ol PAREMAR 
эла intonos lo apply part о the proceeds 0 hs loan, together win the GOP couniorpa uns lo payments 
"under the Contre orth Construction and Development of San Joaquin Linear Park cum Ferry Staion in A. 
Mendoza Seat, Bray. San Joaquin. Pasig Cay. 

"The Pasig River Rehabaason Commission (PARC) as he exactio agency now inves sealed Bids from. 
окузе дег forte folowing contract package: 


Contract Package | Construction and Developmen! San Josquin nes Park cum Fory Staton in iy. 
Ere Pasa Cty 


lopment 
Loan No. 
Descrptlon ot Works 


Contract No. URAMLA-02C 


"Contract No. ЕРААРР-ОМ 


Location ‘Cardinal Sin Vilage, Punta Sia. Ana, Mania 


Location ‘Brgy. San Joaquin, Pasig Cay 


‘Contract Duration | 180 Calendar Days 


| Contract Duration... | 180 Calendar Da 


Project Description | Ste development and constuction ol four (4) ~ storey school buiding. which include 

the following Home of work: architectural works, structural works, oiecirical works, 
Carpentry works, paining works, sanlaryplumbing works, water supply. Se Work, 
Site improvement and drainage work, among олеге. 


3. Interested Bidders shall secure the Bid Documents and submit bids as fllows: 
T 


kamiy 
Facing la Ey Choc or E) 
Suomi Lata ol ant and purchase 
сот sot of Be Documents upon 
Sevmantoteroreluniate ao ot 

Pap 0800.00 

Securing of satore egy maiba 
(iang dre пераста Вало 
Documents 


Time 
From 
S00 am. 
0300 


Venue 


Sie specto 
= Апа, City of Manila 

PRAC, 2F WSS Ergreerg 
up Kapunan Road. Ош Slo, 
Ошо ty 


Pre-Bid Conference 


Project Description | Constucton and Developmen of Linear Pak wih Foy Salon wich include the 

Конуу tome of wore Steworks | Earthworks; Sta improvement; Paving ang 
ойдогу, Sas Futura Works, Electrical Works: Drainage Works: Landscaping | 
Soitscaping, Сла Works: Stee! Works: Roofing Works, Cong Works: Archcurl 
Worcs Samary! Punang Works, nena Works, Pontoon Works: Handicap Li 
| Gectecical Survey ang Revetment Works. 


3. Interested Bidders shal secure the Bid Documents and submit bids as ойон: 


[ ‘Activity Date 
Securing о а Bigay Crestor (o) Û From June 
‘submission of Later of Intent and purchase | 1910) 

Ol compte set o Bud Documents June 30 
pon payment ola nonalundabie tee | 

‘of Phe 12,500.00" 


Tine 
From 90 
amo 

Зобол. 


PRAC. 2F MWSS Engineering 
Blog. Katipunan Road, Ою Balara, 
Quezon Су 


| securing ot additonal л 
(гапу) and inspection of sang 
Documents 


Sto inspection 


A. Mendoza St, Brgy. San Joaquin, 
Pasig Ci 

PRAC. 2F MWSS Engineering 
Biag. Katipunan Road, Old Balara, 


ава Conlererce 


Deadline fr submission of Bids PARC, 2F MWSS Engineering 
Bldg. Katpunan Road. Ов Balara, 


Quezon Ciy 


Quezon Сау 

‘PARC, 2 MWSS Engineering 
Biog.. Katipunan Road, О Balara, 
Quezon Сау 


Doadina lor submission ol Bids 


‘Opening of Bide PRAC. 2F MWSS Engegerng 
25 ig -Katpuran Rood, О Baar. | 


Quezon Cty 


4. The NHA shall be the implementing agency ol the Project. 

$: Bidang (Суйу Cheol Prequabhcaion, id Evaluaton and Award of Contract) shall be conducted on the 
Бава loca! competive bidding among interested Bidders irom ADB elipble source counties аз бейге 
under the .Guidelnes for Procurement By Ina Asian Development Bank and 4s Borrowers pursuant 1o he 
\mplomening Rules and Regulations ol RA. No 9184 otherwise known as te "Government Procurement 
Reform Act” to the extent itis consistent with Asian Development Bank's procedures. 

в. ‘The documents required in he Engibity Documents shall be submitted as part ol he Technical Documents 
Ol the Bidders as provided In Ine Instructions to Bidders. 

т. The Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC) reserves he right о acceptor reject any Bid and io annul the bidding 
process end reject ай Bids al anytime prior fo Contract award, without thereby curing any Kabit 10 те 
flected Broder or Bidders 


(God) BINGLE H.B. GUTIERREZ 
Executive Director 


Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission 

2F MWSS Engneenng Bigg. Katpunan Road. ОН Balara, Quezon City 1105 
Tel Nos. 433-3447 and 926-5234 

Eman Adress: prc Ir-sys com 

Fax No. 926-5284 

PO. t 2000 


Opening ol Bs PRAC. 2F MWSS Engineering 


Во. Katpunan Read, Old Balara, 


1 1 Quezon Cay 


“The Departmen ol Transportation and Communications (DOTC] and the Gi of Pasig shal be the implementing 
agences ol the Contract 

Silang wa be conducted in accordance wiih relevant procedures lor open compellive bidding as specilied in 
the Implomentng Rules and Reguatons (IRR) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise known as Ine 
“Government Procurement Ralorm АСГ, the extent it is consisiont with Asian Development Bank's 
procurement procedures andis apan 1o эл Bidders (rom йе source countries as defined in ihe Guidaines 
{or Procurement Under Asian Development Bank Loans 

The documents roquredin the Бойку Documents shal be submlled as paro the Technical Documents ol 
the Возот as provides in he instructors to Bidders. 

‘The Bids and Awards Commies (BAC) reserves Ре igh o accepi or reject any Bid and 1o annul he bidding 
process enc тора ай Bos at enyiene pror то Contact award, малом thereby incurring any йау lo the 
Stleces 8соег or Базат 


(Spd) SINGLE H.B. GUTIERREZ 
Executive Drocior 
Pasig River Rehabilitation Commission 


2F MWSS Engnsenng Вир Katounan Road, ОМ Balara, Quezon Cty 1105 
Tei Nos 433-9447 and 926-5234 


Emad Aadress: prc @ зул. COD. 
Fax No, 926-5294 


SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006 


PTAA 
Shooting 
Contest 


‘THE PHILIPPINE TRA- 
vel Agencies Associa- Е; 
tion (PTAA) together —- 
with the City of Manila 3 
headed by Mayor Jose ` 

L Atienza, Jr. and. i5 
Manila Sports Council 
chairman AI" Atienza, 
the Presidential 
Assistant for Youth and 
Sports is calling for the 
last announcement of 
PTAA/ ACCEL 3-Point 
and Free Throw 
shooting contest to be 
held on June 17 at the 
San Andres gym in 
Malate, Mania. 

Theevent isa. 
Sports and Fellowship 
activity of PTAA to 
strengthen camaraderie 
and enhance the 
relationship among its vz 
members as wall as 
friends in the tourism 
industry. On behalf of 
the PTAA led by its 
President Mr. Jose C. 
Clemente IN, the sports 
and fellowship com- 
mittee Chairman Mr. 
Clarence Aytona opens * 
the invitation to its 
members and to the 
traveling public. 

Registration fee of 
P150 per category (free: 
throw and 3-point) 
gives you a chance to 
win cash prizes 
5,000 for the winner, 
3,000 for the second 
placer and P2,000 for 
the third placer 

Five hundred 
participants will be 
accommodated on a 
"first come first paid 
basis" on June 16, 

2006. For more detalis 
please call the PTAA 
Secretariat at 552-0026 
-28, 0906-472-0370 or 
0827-474-8271. 

Other sponsors 
include China Airlines, 
Lufthansa, British 
Airways, Азап Spirit, 
Duty Free, Skynet 
Travel, Asiana, Cebu 
Pacific, Macau Govern- 
ment Tourist Office, and 
Philippine Airlines. 


Sco, 
pito, 


Ww 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


та но. 05:16 20088AC. 


Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation 
X Global Corporation чит a Global Mindset and а Finpa Hear 


‘The Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corporation (PAGCOR), through its 
Bids and Awards Committee (BAC), Invites service contractors to apply for 
eligibility and to bid for the hereunder project: 
Name ol Project + One (1) iet Janona! Sonic or Casino pino -басоюв 
Briet Description: Алсак Bung олега лаг lhe Casino Flo Holet 8.027. к mas 
‘Sot Macie caca ai we L Sea Buang 382 sa төз 
Stat House. 2001 mis 
Reed Personnal 27 prices (19- Mar, 8- Fam) 
Approved Budget Thee Мол Forty Eigh Thousand & 007100 Pasos (Php 304800200) 
Source of Fund: tral Funded 


Only suppliers duy registered with PAGCOR shali be allowed to participats m the 
mading. Unregistered supplers must regster at the Suppliers Registration & 
Evaluation Section (SRES). Procurement & Property Deparment (PPD), Z Floor 
PAGCOR House, 1330 Roxas Bd. Ermia, Manta. Tel No. 326-0573 or at the 
Branch Procurement and Property Otice - Casino Fipino-Bacolod. 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project wih ar 
amount of at least 60% ofthe proposed project for btang. The Eigeiiy Check 
Screening ав well as the Preliminary Examinabon ol Bids sha use non-dscretonary 
“passa criera. Post qualfcaton о! tha lowest calculated b shali be conducted 
All particulars lave to Eli Statement and Screening. Pre-Bkd Conference 
Evaluation of Bids. Post Quaticaton and Award of Contract shall be governed by the 
pertinent provisions ol RA. 9164 and ls Implementing Rules and Regulation (IRA). 
The schedule ol actives is isted, as falows: 


Activities. 


3. Submission of Bids - 
Opening of Bids. 


Bld documents wil be available 1o prospective bidders upon payment of a non 
felundable amount of One Thousand Five Hundred Twenty Four Pesos (Php 
1,824.00) In order to secure the documents, bidders should present the Ойса! 
Rice issued by our Cashver tone Branch Bids and Awards Commitee ~ Casino 
Filpno-Bacolo. 

PAGCOR assumes no responsibly whatsoever to compansate or indem bidders 
Tor any expenses incurred In tne preparation of ther bids. 

PAGCOR reserves Ine right to accept ог reject any Bid, and lo annul the bidding. 
process and reject al Cis al any tmo prior to contract award, thou hereby mcurmng. 
"any haba to те atlected bidder or bidders 

Please address all communications to the Branch Bids and Awards Commitee 
Casino Fipno-Bacolod 


(590) RAMON A. MORENO 
Gnarperson, BBAC Casino Fiipino-Bacolod 


NFA Kidapawan buys more sugar 


LOW INCOME EARNERS PARTICU- 


‘sugar planters who opt to join with the 
larly in Metro Manila are assured of 


mill, the mill now serves as their asso- 


AA BANK 


THE LARGEST USED CAR LOAN 
BANK iN THE COUNTRY TODAY 


MEMBER: 
AMA GROUP OF COMPANIES 
NO. 4 RURAL BANK | NO. 1 CAR LOAN BANK 
2004/2005 NATIONAL SHOPPERS’ CHOICE AWARDEE 
MOST OUTSTANDING RURAL BANK / CAR LOAN BANK 
2004/2005 PHILIPPINE MARKETING EXCELLENCE AWARDEE 
TOP CAR LOAN BANK 
2005 NATIONAL CONSUMERS QUALITY AWARDEE 
USED 
CAR LO AN 
PROM o 
SPECIAL INTEREST 
RATE AS LOW AS 


«», 

7% á p-a- 
ACCEPTABLE YEAR MODELS 
1991-2005 
AMA ШЕ гын 
CAN LATERAL LOAN 
Cash Loan Using Your 

Car as collaw nal! 
Fast Processing and Check release. 
For more detail Ps call at Та. Nos 


having access to affordable refined 
sugar as the National Food Authority 
further intensify raw sugar buying in 
the provinces. 

In North Cotabato, the NFA has ak 
ready procured 1,311 Lkg of "8-2" 
sugar worth P1.2 million from plant- 
ers associations and cooperatives in 
the province. "B." is the classification 
given to raw sugar exclusively forsale 
1o NFA. 

NPA North Cota-bato manager 
Fernando S. Nuñez informed the NFA 
procures con-salidated "B-2" quedans 
ог block quedanniag of planters 
associations and cooperatives. Sugar 
planters who are not members or not 
affiliated with any association can 
request that quedanningof their sugar 
be joined with an association of their 
choice in order for the NFA ro buy their 


produce. 
Nuñez added that for non affiliated 


ciation. The local Sugar Regulatory 
Administration, however, should cer- 

tify that their quedan is purely 
planters share, Nuñez said. 

He informed they have procured 
sugar from sugar planters, associa- 
tions, cooperatives and sugar mills 
‘company including Cotabato Alliance 
of Sugarcane Producers and Growers 
Inc. Cotabato Sugarcane Planters 
МРС, Samahang Sugarcane Planters 
Inc., United Sugarcane Planters of 
Davao, High Yield Sugar Farms Corpo- 
ration and Cotabato Sugar Central 
Company Incorporated. 

NFA buys sugar at P950 per Lkg. 
Monitoring teams, Nuñez said, regu 
larly inspect the sugar mills to keep 
track of and secure inventories. 

For comments, suggestions, queries 
and complaints on NFA sugar procure 
ment contact Txt NFA through mobile 
number 0917-6210927. 


BRITISH AMBASSADOR WITNESSES 
UK-FUNDED NFA’S E-AUCTION 


National Food Authority Administrator Gregorio Y. Tan, Jr. 
(right) explains to British Ambassador Peter Beckingham 
the agency's electronic auction which the United Kingdom 
funded with a grant of £39,303 to purchase computer 
softwares and hardwares. The e-Auction is held 
simultaneously in separate locations nationwide to enable 
bidders from Metro Manila and the provinces to participate 
in public biddings without leaving their respective areas. The 
British government assisted the auction program to expand 
it nationwide, With Administrator Tan and Ambassador 
Beckingham are other key officials of the NFA. 


LBP LEASING CORPORATION 


15h Foor SSHG Law Center, 105 Paseo de Roxas SL, Makati Ciy 
Trunkáng: 818-2200 locals 410423 


INVITATION TO BID 
LBP Leasing Corporation invites prospective bidders to participate in ће 
public bidding of the following foreclosed asset on an "AS IS, WHERE IS" basis. 
UU Description Location. Minimum Bid 
T Real Properties 
1) Lot w/ Warehouse 
| Ат зул. 
FA 980 зал. 
2) Lot- 10,000 sqm. 


‘San Leonardo, NE P 7,715,500.00 


Maharika Hway 
Lucena Ciy 


P 14,500,000.00 


Chattels 


4 unis Daewoo Aircon Buses Meycauayan P 4,000,000.00 


Bulacan 


Sealed proposals together with the 10% bid bond for the purchase on CASH 
BASIS wil be received at the office of LBP Leasing not later than 10:00 am. 
оп June 22, 2006 at which place, date & ime, sad proposals wil be opened 
in the presence of attending bidders, 

Prospective bidders are enjoined to inspec the above-listed properties be- 
fore submitting their bids Interested bidder shal frst secure an Authorty to 
inspect the asset from the office of LBP Leasing Corporation. 
LBP Leasing Corporation reserves the right lo acceptor reject any or a 
applications, to impose additional terms and conditions й may deem proper, lo 
wave minor formalty relative о the conduct of ths bid, and award the asset lo 


the bidder whose bids are most advantageous to the Corporation. 


Committee on Asset Disposal 


TransCo ready 
for privatization 


‘THE NATIONAL TRANSMISSION 
CORporation reiterated its readi 
ness for privatization following 
the announcement by the Insti 
tute of Corporate Directors’ (ICD) 
that the state-owned firm landed 
in the top 5 in terms of corporate 
governance among the country's 
state-owned enterprises (SOE). 

ICD is a non-profit organiza- 
tion promoting corporate 
governance reform and profes. 
sional corporate directorship in 
the Philippines. 

TransCo President Alan Ortiz 
said everyone in TransCo from 
the rank and file up to the board 
members are honored and in 
spired by the recognition 
conferred by the ICD. 

“This is a testament to our con- 
tinuing efforts to institute and 
improve corporate governance 
mechanisms in the way we do 
things. The future concessionaire 
of TransCo will find that every: 
thing is already in place when he 
‘comes in,” Ortiz said, 

“We have always strived to be 
the best we can be. All our re- 
gional Operation. and 
Maintenance Groups as well as 


key functional groups have 150 
9001:2000-сепійей quality man- 
agement systems. We want to turn. 
over TransCo to the private con- 
cessionaire on a platinum platter,", 
Ortiz added. 

Results of ICD's first-ever Corpo- 
rate Governance Scorecard for 
Government-owned and Con- 
trolled Corporations and 
Government Financial Institutions 
(CGS-GOCCs/GFIs) showed that 
TransCo was the highest-ranked, 
GOCC as all the top four placers 
are government financial institu» 
tions (GFIs). There were ЗГ 
Philippine GOCCs/GFIs that par- 
ticipated in the survey. TransCo is 
the youngest corporation in the 
group at a mere five (5) years old, 

Supported by the British Em: 
bassy, the Capital Market 
Development Council (CMDC) and 
Governance Advisory Council of the 
President of the Philippines, the, 
CGS covered five major concerns of 
corporate governance in SOEs: 1) 
the state acting as an Owner, 2) res 
lations with stakeholders, 3) 
transparency, 4) disclosure, and 5) 
responsibilities of the boards of. 
state-owned enterprises. 
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SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006 


3s 
The Directors, Officers and Staff of the 


жю 
ү] | Philippine National Bank 


mourn the untimely demise of 


FIRST SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT and TREASURER 


SYLVIA CHAN LIM 


who peacefully joined her Creator on June 8, 2006 
in San Francisco, California, USA. 


She is survived by her bereaved children Neil Vincent 
and Ana Andrea, mother Agueda Ng Chan, 
mother-in-law Chua Puay, brothers Casiano & Loreta Chan, 
Francisco & Veronica Chan, Nicolas & Perla Chan, 
sisters Editha & Jimmy Go, Josefa Nellie 
& Anderson Tan, Violeta & Allan Scott. 


We join her family, relatives, friends and pious readers 
in praying for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her body will lie in state at the Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Shrine - Parish, 5” St., Dofia J. Rodriguez Avenue, 
New Manila, Quezon City on Friday, June 16, 2006. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, June 21, 2006 
at The Heritage Park, Bayani Road, Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig, Metro Manila after the 9:00 a.m. Mass 
at the Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Shrine — Parish. 


In lien of flowers, check donations may be accepted 
payable to The Cancer Institute Foundation, Inc. 


« 


>) 


The Directors, Officers and Staff of the 
PNB Remittance Centers, Inc. 


extend their deepest sympathies to the family of 


SYLVIA CHAN LIM 


DIRECTOR 


who passed away in the grace of our Lord on June 8, 2006 
in San Francisco, California, USA. 


We join her family, relatives, friends and pious readers 
in praying for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her body will lie in state at the Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Shrine 
— Parish, 5” St, Doña J. Rodriguez Avenue, New Manila, 
Quezon City on Friday, June 16, 2006. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, June 21, 2006 
at The Heritage Park, Bayani Road, Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig, Metro Manila after the 9:00 a.m. Mass 
at the Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Shrine — Parish. 


In tien of flowers, check donations may be accepted 
payable to The Cancer Institute Foundation, Inc. 


RICARDO R. SAMONTE 


January 4, 1917 - June 9, 2006 
Peacefully joined his CREATOR and beloved son VER at the age of 89. 


His bereaved wife, JUANITA, his children and in-laws: VER (t) & LANI 
SAMONTE, ESTELLA & VENANCIO VICTORIA, EMILY & ANSELMO (t) 
PADUA, Grandchildren: JOEY & KAYE, FATHER RONALDO GBOI, 
ROWENA & CHOY, REUBEN & MARICEL, CHECHE & REX, DJON & 
JOAD, & JENNY, Great Grandchildren: KARLO MIGUEL, ALYNNA, SHAINE, 
EIN & JAM, and all his brothers and sisters, relatives and friends request the 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Sto. Nifio Chapel (near Malolos Cathedral), Sto. Nifio, 
Malolos, Bulacan. 


Interment will be on Tuesday, June 13, 2006 at the Legacy Memorial Park, 
Malolos, Bulacan after the 2 p.m. mass at Sto. Niño Chapel, Malolos, Bulacan. 


ATTY. LUIS SALVADOR CAPULONG 


(Gan Simon, Pampanga and Quezon City) 
Has peacefully joined his Creator on June 9, 2006 at the age of 78. 


His loving wife Tessie Dizon Capulong (former RTC Judge Valenzuela City and 
former Asst. City Fiscal Manila) his daughter Ditas Capulong Tia, his son Ric Ric 
(5; his son-in-law Dojo Tia, his grandchildren Andros, Ushuaia and Esquiline 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at Imperial Chapel of La Funeraria Paz, Inc, 143G. Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City, 


Interment shall be on Thursday, June 15, 2006 after the 9:00 A.M. Mass. 


BETTS 


“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only _ 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have everlasting life.” 

: John 3:16, 


CLASSIFIEDS 


BCDA BREAKS GROUND FOR SCTEX 
TOLL OPERATION CENTER 

The Bases Conversion and Development Authority 
(BCDA), together with the Hazama-Taisei-Nippon Steel 
(HTN) Joint Venture and Pacific Consultants 
International-Katahira & Engineers International, 
Nippon Koei Co., Ltd. (PCI-KEI-NK) Joint Venture, 
recently conducted the groundbreaking of the Toll 
Operation Center (TOC) of the Subic-Clark-Tarlac 
Expressway (SCTEx). 

The groundbreaking ceremony was held at Brgy. 
Cacutud, Mabalacat, Pampanga led by SCTEx Program 
Manager for Engineering and Construction BGen 
Roberto Dimayuga (Ret), HTN-JV Project Manager Junio 
Kimata and Local Resident Engineer for Package 2 
Marcelo Gomez. 

The TOC vill have the following amenities: a central 
control room, cash country room, public reception area, 
area of police operation, staff recreation and utility 
areas, secured cash transfer area and maintenance. 
room. It will serve as the nerve center of the tollway 
operation of the SCTEx. Its construction will solidify 
BCDA's position to complete the project on time. 

The SCTEx is seen as the backbone of a new economic 
frontier in the Central Luzon region. Once completed, it 
will position the country as the premier transport and 
logistics hub in the Asia-Pacific region. 


Cooperatives as outsourcing 
channel: Legal or illegal? 


‘THE PROLIFERATION OF CONTRACTING AND SUBCONTRACTING 
arrangements in the world of work these days has resulted in the use of 
cooperatives as an outsourcing channel. 

The foremost question though that needs clarification with respect to 
such practice is — Is it outrightly legal or illegal? 

There are still other questions that have to be addressed: Does this 
type of cooperative serve its function vis-à-vis service to its members 
and the community? Or is this a new outsourcing scheme in the guise 
of a cooperative? Is this within the bounds of law? 

It is in these context that the Employers Confederation of the Philip-. 
pines (ECOP) is slated to conduct a forum on cooperatives as an 
outsourcing channel, 

The forum will be held at the ECOP Center on June 13, 2006. Among 
the resource persons are Rolly Tuason of Asia Pro Cooperatives; lawyer. 
Giovanni Melgar, president of the Philippine Association of Local Ser- 
vice Contractors (PALSCON); and Director Hans Cacdac of the National 


Conciliation and Mediation Board (NCMB). 
SEND YOUR 
RESUMES INSTANTLY | ` JOB 
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T JOB Market is cxctusively for jo advertisements P230 per column centimeter every Sunday 
SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006 log on to: th your copy of the 


Philippine Copyright 1995 www. jeimarketenline.com овари 


published every Sunday nd for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
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Where You Find The Best. жи 
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Vacation souvenirs 
dont last #hat long... 


...but at Convergys, what you experience 
lasts forever. 


We are looking for individuals with passion for learning and drive for 
success. 


INBOUND CUSTOMER CARE REPRESENTATIVES 

(Commonwealth, Makati, Ortigas, or Alabang) 

Give answers, close sales, and provide solutions to customers of top 
companies in telecommunications, finance, and entertainment. 


OUTBOUND CUSTOMER CARE REPRESENTATIVES 

(Commonwealth, Makati, or Ortigas) 

Gather feedback, do follow-ups, and facilitate collections among 
customers of leading organizations in research, finance, and roadside 
assistance. 


Visit any of our sites from Monday to Friday, TECHNICAL CUSTOMER CARE REPRESENTATIVES 
9am to 6pm, as a walk-in applicant and experience (Commonwealth, Makati, or Ortigas) 
faster processing or e-mail your resume to Troubleshoot technical problems, provide step by step instructions, and 
philippinesrecruitment@convergys.com ЇР customers of premier Internet service providers get back online. 


Technical Customer Care Representatives may call 6318230 or email their 
Free food will be served to walk-in applicants at our 'езитеѕ to hroGteledevelopment.com 


Commonwealth site on June 14, 2006. For U-Belt applicants, we accept walk-ins Mondays to Sundays, 10am to 7pm. 


Commonwealth Office Мака Office Ortigas Office Alabang Office U-Belt Office 

2/F Diliman Commercial Convergys One,6796 24th Floor, Robinsons  Block44, Northgate Level 1,St. Thomas Square . 
Center, #46 Don Marano Ayala Ave, cor Salcedo Equitable Tower, #4 Cyberzone, 1150 España Boulevard 

Marcos Avenue, Diliman, St. Legaspi Village, ADB Avenue Ortigas Muntinlupa City co.Padre Campa St. 

Quezon City Makati City Center, Pasig City (02)758-1688 Sampaloc, Manila. 


qr men rer nan — CONVERGYS 


We offer attractive compensation and benefits packages. Additional rewards and incentives are given to top 
performing agents. Applicants with resume, NBI Clearance, TIN and SSS number will be prioritized. оаа 


For Information on how to apply, text CVG HELP to 2308 Globe/Touch Mobile or to 2951 Smart/AMP/Talk & Toxt. Outth inking Outdoing 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


UI JOB Market. 


NG DAEWOOE &C CO.,LTD. 


NG DAEWOO E 8 C CO., LTD. 


Laffan Refinery Project, Qatar 
POEA Reg. No. 10084333 


QUANTITY SURVEYORS (Mechanical) 

= W/10 years exp. at least 3 yrs in overseas projects in ой and 
gas 

SCHEDULERS (PLANT) 

= Over 5 yrs exp. In РЗ operation and be able to handle MS 
programs. 

— With good understanding & exp in Power Plant Project 
(CCPP). 

-  Fluentin spoken and written English. 

CIVIL SURVEYORS 

SAFETY TRAINERS 

SAFETY OFFICERS 

SAFETY ENGINEERS 

TANK INSPECTORS 

QA ENGINEERS. 

H.E. SPAREPARTS CONTROLLERS 

FUEL&LUBRIC CONTROLLERS 

H.E. MECHANIC FOREMAN 

OPERATOR CONTROLLERS 

PLATE IRON WORKERS 

CRANE OPERATORS 

TRAILER DRIVERS. 

HEAVY DUTY DRIVERS 

FORKLIFT OPERATORS 

AUTO ELECTRICIANS 

CHASSIS MECHANICS 

EXCAVATOR OPERATORS 

TEMPORARY ELECTRICIAN 


Yemen LNG Tank, Balhaf Yemen 
POEA Reg. No. 10094040 


Seoul, Korea 


Daewoo E & CCo. Lid., one ofthe biggest and reputable Korean company is in need ol ne folowing Sr. Engineers 
io work on their head ойсе in Seoul. Korea wit ha folowing job description and qualification: 
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H.E. MECHANIC OFFICERS 
= High school graduate, w/ З yrs exp in warehouse, records 
‘maintenance and have knowledge in mechanical material with 
technical specification. 
Must have knowledge in using computer word process, 
database and spreadsheet program and must be proficient in 
reading, writing and speaking English. 
Н.Е. PLANT ELECTRICIAN 
TOWER CRANE OPERATORS 
CONCRETE PLACING BOOM OPERATORS 


Nigeria Plant Project 


MILLWRIGHTS 
Н.Е. ENGINE SUPERVISORS 
= With exp in repair & supervise Engine System (Assemble, 
disassemble & repair Equipment Engine) of Heavy Equipment 
(like as Crane, Excavators, Bulldozers, Wheel Loaders, 
Graders etc.) 
PIPE FITTERS 
- With5- 10 yrs exp. Assigned in fabrication shop or field 
erection. Fabricating 0.5" to 72" pipe diameter. 
TIG WELDERS 
With 5-10 yrs of exp. Welding 0.5" to 72" pipe carbon steel or 
stainless steel 
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APPLY NOW PERSONALLY TO: 


P/N 


MPLINTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
2/F Victoria Bldg. 429 United Nations Ave. 
Ermita, Manila, Tel. Nos. 5260891, 5260964 
POEA License No. 067-LB-031899-R 
TMAG-NGAT SA MGA LEGAL RECRUTTERS- 

For manpower pacing өчү No tees to be collected 


LIBYA 
POEA Reg. No. 10001758 


PLANNING ENGINEERS 
= Wiover5 yrs exp in Power Plant Projects as a scheduler or 

progress controller. Must be well versed in MS Office and 
Primavera (P3 Program). Good understanding & exp in Power. 
Plant Project (CCPP). 

Qualifications of other categories (Qatar, Nigeria & Yemen) 

* Must have at least 3 to 5 yrs exp. in the positions applied for. 

"Trailer Driver & H.D. Drivers must have original & valid GCC License 


Note: Final Interview is on June 13 to 16, 2006 
APPLY NOW PERSONALLY TO: 


MPLINTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
2/Е Victoria Bldg., 429 United Nations Avenue 
Ermita Manila. 
Tel. Nos. 5260891,5260984 
POEA License No. 067-LB-031899-R. 
"MAG-INGAT SA ILLEGAL RECRUITERS” 


For manpower pooling only. 
No fees to be collected 


“STYLIST / MAKE-UP ARTIST ° JUNIOR ASSISTANT 
* RECEPTIONIST * MANICURIST / NAIL TECHNICIAN 
* OFFICE SECRETARY 


Applicants may send biodata to: 


Ms. Joyce Pangga Philosophy by Mikaela 
Salon & Holistic Center • 832 A. Anaiz Ave. 


cor. Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 


"892-1574 
T 816-3697 


FOR URGENT HIRING! 
ACCOUNTANTS 
apertus cis yas eet ийын уздан A a CPA 


IMMIGRATE TO CANADA 
FREE SEMINARS Setutays Q 10am & Wednesdays 
@1pm-ONLY INVESTORS & BUSINESS PROGRAMS 
(ON THE FEDERAL PROVINCIAL LEVEL - 
PROVINCIAL NOMINEES -£mos-tyr; NOVA SCOTIA 
‘BUSS Smos; SPOUSES, PARENTS & 
GRANDPARENTS, SKILLED WORKERS, 
ENTREPRENEURS, SELF-EMPLOYED & INVESTORS 
‘Sate inpar тут. Sete Т. ® r np NAL. 
тч» in hag T4 (5321-4983. Wk (6226384774. 
їн 69917-8188 180: Ena намаганне rom 
эокк.4аабы bumigratiox.cam 


Global Re 
poon lesources 


(Reg. No. 100096579) a Manpower 
and Service Provider based in 
New York, USA is in need of highly 
qualified and professional nurses. 
to fil their vacancies. 
FREE Immigration Fees for Nurses 
FREE Lawyers Fees for Nurses 
$250 for NCLEX Review 
NCLEX to be taken in Hong Kong 
FREE Airline Ticket to the U.S. 
FREE Visa Screen Application 
Location: NEW YORK, NEW 
JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA 
‘And more. 
Requirements for Philippine Nurses 
to work In the USA. 
Immi 
1) CGFNS Certificate, 2) TOEFL, 
TSE/ IELTS, 3) Descriptive Resume, 
4) At least 1 year hospital experience, 
5) PRC Board Results and License, 
6) Certified True Copy of Transcript of 
Records, 7) Certified True Copy of 
Nursing Diploma, 8) Certified True Copy 
of NSO Birth Certificate, 9) Marriage 
and Dependent Birth Certificates, 
10) Employment Certificates, 11) Copy 
of Valid Passport (Front Page Only), 
12) 2x2 Photo 
MEET THE EMPLOYER FROM THE U.S. FOR 
PRE-SCREENING AND INTERVIEW. 
OME TO THE FREE SEMINAR ON THE 
RECRUITMENT PROCESS ON THE 
FOLLOWING DATES & VENUES: 
MANILA: Junie 12, 13 & 14, 2006 (Mon, Tues 
в Wed), 1:00-6:00 pm, 
ference Center, 
7 corner Trasierra St. 


w Legaspi Village, Makati Oty 0f 


CEBU: June 21 & 22, 2006 (Wed & Thurs), 


Marriot 


jobtair20060yahoo.com 
Or call the folowing: 0917.835.54.16 (Mia); 
(0927, 663.43.53 (йодо), 
(0927.48 69189 (Cebu) 
INTERESTED APPLICANTS MAY ALSO SEND. 
THEIR RESUME TO: 
ONLINE HIRING CORPORATION 
POEA License: 555-LB-112602-R 
“YF мае вд. Sen GE Puyat Ave cor Dominga St 
Че. Ros. (02) 522-9097, 22.9098, 5: 


номе:0ә27 563.4353; 0927 485.6983; 0328.367.7358 
тосола 


MPLINTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 


|. 5200984 


PORA License No. 067-LB-031899-R 


COMPANY DRIVER 


Not less than 35 years old and must be 
familar in Metro Manila and can drive 
Applicants living in the area of Malate, 
Pasay, Las Pinas, or nearby Cities will 
be given priority. 

APPLICANTS SHOULD APPLY PERSONALLY 

TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS 


The Katipunan ng Maykapansanan sa Pilipinas, Inc. (KAMPI) - 
the national federation of 242 grassroots organizations of persons with 
disabilities in the Philippines and the Danish Society of Pollo and Accident 
Victims (PTU) which have been implementing a rehabilitation project 
for disabled children dubbed Breaking Barriers for Children (BBC) invites 
applicants for the position of 


Project Technical Assistant (PTA) 
with the following tems of reference: 


Assists the national project director in all areas of project 
operations particulary in the technical aspect. 
Establish a baseline research on the basic sectoral data which are 
‘essential for furthering the activites of the KAMPI/PTU project. 
Conduct policy research on existing legislations that influence 
programs for children with disabilities and operations of 
‘government organizations and agencies responsible for children. 
Prepare the social impact assessment of target areas prior to the 
‘establishment of disabilty-related projects in coordination with 
the National Social Programme Coordinator. 

Responsible in the preparation of training modules relevant to 
the capacity building activites for persons with disabilities and 
their families 

Responsible in the preparation of reports to project funders 
Represent the project in meetings which are relevant to the KAMPI/ 
PTU project. 

Develop project proposals for funding that can strengthen the 
KAMPI/PTU project to ensure its sustainability 

Prepare regular updates and reports to be submitted to PTU. 
Supervise the technical aspect of project operation. 

Perform such other tasks as the project director may assign from 
time to time. 


Qualifications: 


A graduate of a relevant degree with at least 5 years of experience 
In project development and management 

Excellent IT skills particularly with MS Office applications 
Demonstrates ability to work within a team environment 

Good interpersonal skills 

Fluent in verbal and written English 

Ability to adapt to changing environment 

Interest or experience in development related fields - particularly 
In disability and development. 

Working knowledge of multilateral and bilateral donor agencies 
ап advantage 


The project offers competitive remuneration; opportunities for foreign 
travel and other perks to the deserving applicant. 


Application letter and comprehensive resume may be sent to the BBC 
Project Office c/o Unit 701 Merchant Square Condominium, 1386 Е. 
Rodriguez Sr. Ave corner Mabolo S, Quezon City or етай It at 
bbc701@surfshop.net.oh 
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A PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL 
COOPERATIVE BANK BASED IN 
MAKATI CITY NEEDS A 


VICE-PRESIDENT | 


INTERESTED PARTIES MAY SUBMIT 
LETTER OF INTENT, BIO-DATA OR 
COMPLETE RESUME NOT LATER THAN 
JULY 15, 2006 TO: 


ATTN: EXECUTIVE SEARCH COMMITTEE 
POSITION: VP - COOPERATIVE BANK 
BOX NO. MN-001-06 
c/o CLASSIFIEDS DIVISION 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
1098 CHINO ROCES AVE., MAKATI CITY 


--------2-----------« 


WRANGLER лмо: 


Someone below 27 years of age, with pleasing personality, 
hardworking, has good communication skill, a teamworker and 
of good moral character. 
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Please apply in person or send resumé with photo to: 


7th floor, BMMC Bullding 
Dela Rosa St., Legaspi Village 
Makati City 


= 


EVA AIRWAYS CORPORATION 


I mmediate need of 


Reservation Staffs 


Qualifications: 
Male/Female 
Under 25 years old 
College graduate 
Fiuent in English (preferably Mandarin speaking) 
With pleasing personality, independent and aggressive 
Knowledgeable in Microsoft Word, Excel and Powerpoint 
Resides in Manila, Makati, Alabang,Paranaque, Las Pinas 
and Quezon City. 


Please send your resume оп or before June 19, 2006. 
Personnel Department 
EVA AIRWAYS CORPORATION 
23" Floor, LKG Tower 
6801 Ayala Ave., Makati City 


FOR IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT 
IN A LAW FIRM 


LEGAL SECRETARIES 


1) _w/ pleasing personality 
2) must be computer literate 
3) wl experience working in a law firm 
Interested applicants are requested to submit their 
applications & resumés at: 
Suite 806, Park Trade Center Bldg. 
1716 Investment Drive 
Madrigal Business Park 
Alabang, Muntinlupa City. 
Tel. # 772-2591(92) 
Look for Ms. Barbara Sala 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER maaraman 


SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006 


n. JOB Market 


THOMSON FINANCIAL Is a USS1.7 Billion provider of Information and technology 
solutions to the worldwide financial community. Through the widest range of 
Products and services in the industry, Thomson Financial helps clients in 
Bipproximately 130 countries make better decisions, be more productive and 
achieve superior results. Thomson Financial Is part of the Thomson Corporation 
(www.thomson.com), a leading provider of value-added information, software tools 
Gnd applications to more than 20 million users in the fields of law, tax, accounting, | 
financial services, higher education, reference information, corporate training and 
assessment, scientific research and healthcare. 


MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANT (MA 06) 


These roles work closely with members of the Financial accounting group located in various | 
offices around the Asia Pacific region. 


Suitable candidates will be someone with a strong background in accounting and finance. 
Professional accounting qualification (CPA, ACCA or local equivalent) and previous involvement 
їп Management Accounting and/or Business Analysis preferred. They should have good | 
‘communication skills, both written and verbal, and be able to converse with staff of ай levels 
fluently in English. They should be self-motivated, flexible and be able to demonstrate that 
they are capable of being managed remotely. Computer literacy is extremely important and the 
person should have good knowledge of Excel (Macro Level), Word and Financial accounting 

packages (knowledge of Peoplesoft Financials a plus). | 


Software Engineer (SE 06) 


“The successful candidate will be responsible for the design and development of applications 
that would provide business and process efficiencies, to include collection of various production 
metrics in terms of quality, timeliness, productivity and output by automating existing processes. 


A suitable candidate will be someone who has at least 3 years solid IT experience in Software 
Development. Technical Support experience would be an advantage. Strong knowledge in the 
following programming languages. namely Visual Basic 6.0 with NET relevant experience, C++, 
RDMBS experience, MS SQL server/ciient 2000 (ORACLESI DB Experience a plus), MS Access | 
2000. Hands on knowledge of Windows 2000 server/Professional and XP, Web Server (IIS) 
Configuration and architecture. Expertise on Web Technologies especially HTML and WEB 
Scripling languages such as JavaScript, J2EE, JDBC, ASP, XML with МЕТ relevant experience. 
A Recognized IT certification would be an advantage. The person should be service and team 
oriented. Has the ability to think logically and communicate clearly and diplomatically. Has 
excellent communication and interpersonal skills 


Language Specialist (LS 06) 
We are also in need of Bi-lingual Analysts who are fluent in any one of the following foreign | 
Weare aie брат, German, Italian, French, Cantonese, Mandarin, Japanese, 
languages: ана Korean. This postion ls open to new graduates of any course. 


CLIENT SERVICES EXECUTIVE (CSE 06) 


As part of the Global Customer Care team, you will be providing product support to clients in 
Asia Pacific, London (UK) and US for our range of products in portfolio management, order 
management and performance measurement. Responsibilities include technical and product | 
Support: administrative maintenance of client information and troubleshooting client issues in 
2 stand-alone and group environment. Candidates should possess financial industry knowledge, 
Strong organizational skills, be self-motivated and demonstrate a professional attitude. Good 
aa maton and inter-personal skills are pre-requisites plus the ability to work autonomously | 


‘SQL Server is desirable but not necessary. 


The successful candidate should ideally have a good understanding of capital markets and | 
Талаа naitulong middle and back office operatons as wel as 1102 years related Customer 
amor work experience. The successful candidata s also expected to ake graveyard shits 
do accommodate cents rom UK and US cients. 


RESEARCH ANALYSTS - ENGLISH (EA 06) 


‘Successful candidates will be responsible for research, analysis and content processing of 
various financial and business-related data. Preferably graduates of business-related courses, 
‘open to new graduates. Should be fluent in both written and spoken English. Proficiency in 
Microsoft Office programs and Internet usage is needed. Should be detail oriented, motivated 
and should have good problem solving and customér service skills. Candidates must be able 
to demonstrate the ability to handle multiple priorities and be willing to work in shifts including 
the graveyard shit. 


If you are ready to take the challenge and work in a dynamic company, please send your 
application letter together with your resumé, indicating the position code you are applying for, 
your expected salary, transcript of records and recent 2x2 photo on or before 16 June 2006 to: 


We offer an attractive remuneration package, a | 
five-day work week, retirement plan, allowances, 
annual leave days, medical, dental and life 
insurance coverage. 


Only short listed applicants will be notified. 
Resumes will be filed for future reference and 
handled in the strictest confidence. Previous 
applicants need not apply. 


‘The Human Resources Group 

The Thomson (Philippines) Corporation 
20^ Floor, Ayala Lile-FGU Center 
6811 Ayala Ave. 
1200 Makati City. 
E-mail: f-recrullment-ph Gthomson.com 
Career website: 

http;/Ihomson.laleo.net 


aswell as part of the global team. Working knowledge of Unix, Windows NT, Sybase or Microsoft || 


Republic of the Philippines. 
Department of Social Welfare and Development. 
Batasan Pambansa Complex, Constitution Hills 
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HOTELS 


ABOUT U! 


With more than 3,800 hotels in 6 continenis across 
more than 100 countries, WE are the most global Hotel 


Company. 


Our frequent stayer program is the largest in the world 


with 26 milion members to date! 


The world's most global 
hotel company needs you. 


Come join our growing 
Philippine Reservations Center. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES / 
RESERVATION SALES AGENTS (English, Spanish or Arabic) 


for the members 
of our Muti Award-Winning Loyalty Program 


Provides 


Delivers Individualized Customer Experiences by focusing 
ymmodations that will best ft our 


Must be a Bachelor/College degree holder 

‘Must have excellent writen and verbal communication 
ills with one ofthe folowing languages: English, Spanish 
or Arabic 

Customer service and/or sales experience an advantage 
Education and experience in the hospitality or IT industry 
an advantage 

Must be wiling to work on a rotating shift 


E-Masters Specialists, Hotel Performance Specialists 
and Distribution Services Coordinators. 


29/F, Tower Il, RCBC Plaza. 
6819 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
TEL | 857-8800 
EMAIL 
WEBSITE 


ADDRESS 


phiro.resumes@ichotelsgroup.com 


www ichotelsgroup.com 


Our compensation and benefits are considered one of 


the best in the industry and employees enjoy room 
discount privileges in ай of our hotel brands around the 


NURSES (RN) 


For you and your family 
To live in New Zealand 


HOW TO MIGRATE: 
Free assessment 
Information packs available 


For appointment, information & orientation schedules 
Сай їз. Carios 638-777 local 3730+ Cel 0918952615 
mznursesG yahoo com 


[MEETS 
Business Center 
The Rlchmonds Hotel 
san Miguel Aves Pasig CIty 
recrutent agency) 


Quezon City 
Telephone Nos. 931-8101 to 07 
huüp/www.dswdgov.ph == 


NOTICE OF VACANCY LET 


"The Legal Service of the Department of Social Welfare and Development 
has a vacant Legal Officer V (Salary Grade 24) position under 
Contract of Service with the following qualification standard: 


Education. Center (CMCC). 


Experience. 


Bachelor of Laws 
2 years in position/s involving management 
and supervision 

8 hours of training in management 

and supervision 

RA 1080 (BAR) 

AL least 3 years practice in land registration 
cases and willing to travel extensively 
across the country 


Training 


Eligibility 
Additional requirement 


Programme 


Intermediaries and producers of indigenous crafts and the 
strengthening of its marketing arm, the CustomMade Crafts 


ASSISTANT BUSINESS MANAGER 


Key Responsibilities : 

Manage and oversee the general operations and growth of 
СМСС; Lead in Marketing and Product Development; Supervise 
and provide troubleshooting to all CMCC staff. 


The Non-Timber Forest Products — 
Task Force, а nationwide network of 
grassroots NGOs and Peoples’ is in 
search of personnel for a project 
involving the capability building of 


Walk-in applicants are welcome. 
Fresh graduates are encouraged to apply. 


CAMERAMEN 
AUDIOMEN 
LIGHTMEN 


Requirements: 

1. Not over 40 years old 

2. Male 

3. Musthave knowledge in Broadcast Equipment 

4. Preferably with experience in TV production 
Please submit/hand-carry your resumé at the address below 

TAPE, Inc. 
79 Xavierville Avenue, 
Loyola Heights, Quezon City 


Interested applicants may submit their application and comprehensive resumé 
with 2x2 ID picture lo the Director, Legal Service, DSWD on or before June 
23, 20%. 


(54) MARIE ANGELA S. GOPALAN 
Director, HRMDS 


А amiy owned corporation, engaged in 
'eonetucton and landscaping and has 
‘been in the business lor 34 years is 
selang professionals who can contribute 
the expansion plans of the company 
"s In naed of 


CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER 


Qualifications: 

* Licensed Civil Engineer w/ at least 5 years 
experience in a related field 
Full time position w/ competitive salary & 
benefits for qualified applicants 
Knowledgeable in CAD, MS Office 
Driving skills is advantage 


YPRESS 
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EN 
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Interested applicants тау send their application through 
email: cypressbomanite@ yahoo.com 
or submit their resume at 


537 Edsa, Cubao, Quezon City 


| from abroad including prep 


Qualifications: 


College degree їп business management or related field required; 
Minimum of 5 years of experience in the implementation 
of livelihood and rural business management projects, preferably 
їп crafts business; Minimum of 3 years experience in program 
coordination; Demonstrated knowledge and understanding of 
enterprise management; Previous experience in managing а 
business preferable; Strong networking skills 


EXPORT SALES OFFICER 


Key Responsibilities: 

Manage and develop overseas accounts, including coordinating 
with sales agents and partners abroad; Process orders coming 
tion of documents; Coordinate 
with various parties internally and externally on all export 
requirements; Provide assistance to Asst. Business Manager on 
all export related matters. 


Qualifications: 

Degree in Marketing or related field; 2-3 years experience in 
sales with focus on exporting; Good command of both written 
and spoken English required; knowledgeable on customs and 
export procedures 


Submit resume (with two references) and cover letter indicating 
the position your are applying for to NTFP-TF, 92-A Masikap 
Ext, Central Diliman, Quezon City or e-mail ntfp.epGgmall.com. 

‘applications will not be considered. Only 
short-listed candidates will be contacted for an interview. For 
complete listing of responsibilities and qualifications, see 
wwwı.ntfp.org. The closing date for applications is on 17 
June 2006. 


CJH 
Development 
Corporation. 


The developer of Camp John Hay, Baguio City's premier 
forest-tourism resort, announces the following: 


JOB OPENING 
Executive Secretary 


(Legal and Corporate Secretary) 

+ Minimum Qualifications + 

Female, Single, Graduate of any Bachelor's degree, At least 2 years 
work experience in the field of Legal and Corporate Services, Excellent 
‘communication and interpersonal sklls, Able to organize and transmit data 
and documents systematically & efficiently, Can work under minimal 
Supervision, Proficient in Windows-based programs, Capable of dealing 
with various clients on a professional level. 


For interested applicants, submit the following requirements with a Letter 
оГ Application to the Human Resource Department, Camp John Hay 
Development Corp. 5/Р Renaissance Tower, Meralco Avenue, Pasig City 
not later than 16 June 2006: Comprehensive Resumé with at least one 
contact number, 2x2 ID Picture, SSS Number, Tax Identification Number 
‘and Ceriicate/s of Employment. 
Lock for Regina О. Culzon or e-mail your requirements to 
cjhhumanresourceQyahoo.com. 


POSITION SOUGHT BY A START-UP CONSULTING COMPANY FOR 
JOBINPROJECT MANAGEMENT: 


COMMUNICATIONS SUPERVISOR/MANAGER 
COMMUNICATIONS ASSISTANT/CONSULTANT 


REQUIREMENTS FOR CANDIDATE: 
* 23-35 years old 
* Good education 
* Preferably female 
* Ideal candidate has basic work expertence for at least 2-3 years 
in sales, chent relations or сай center operations (preferably has 
worked in bank, hotel or service industry) ш 
Good communication skits and strong command of the English 
language 
Good PC skills, particularly in Excel E 
Independent, open-minded and motivated individual 
Organized and results onented, and is a leam-player 
Works with minimum supervision. 


Interested partles, please send resumé via email to 
career! 10track@ yahoo.com 


REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
(CONSULTANT SERVICES) 


PHILIPPINES 

‘CAPACITY BUILDING FOR CARBON FINANCE 
ENVIRONMENTICLIMATE CHANGE 
CONSULTING SERVICES 

Project ID No. P070278 

Expressions of interest 


The Government of the Philippines is party to the Kyoto Protocol which includes the Clean Development 
Mechanism (CDM) a mechanism that allows industrialized countries to provide financing to projects in developing 
countries that are able to monitor and independently verify the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, and 
demonstrate the project contributes to sustainable development. To enhance the opportunities for the 
Philippines to benefit from the CDM, the World Bank is undertaking a program to provide experience and training 
in the development of projects to be eligible under the CDM. The World Bank intends to apply part of the proceeds 
of the Capacity Building for Carbon Finance program for the following three separate contracts for consultant 
services: 


1. Contract for services for the preparation of sector studies and support to project intermediaries: The consultant 
would: (i) Assess CDM opportunities in key sectors, identification of sector-based approaches to CDM 
compliance and development of concepts for selected projects. (ii) Work with foundations, banks, 
government entities and other groups to develop business models for technical, financial and administrative 
Intermediation of CDM-eligible projects. Prospective consultants should be a firm or consortium with 
‘experience in sector studies in Asia, the CDM and management or institutional consulting to government 
and foundations in the Philippines. 


|. Contract for Project Validation services: Validation of approximately 4-6 projects under the rules of Kyoto 
Protocol. Prospective consultants should be a firm or consortium and must, in accordance with the rules. 
of the Kyoto Protocol, be Applicant Entities or accredited and provisionally Designated Operational Entities 
to provide project Validation services under sectoral scopes for waste handing and disposal, afforestation 
and reforestation, chemical industries, energy industries (renewable - / non-renewable sources) and 
manufacturing industries. 


l. Contract for CDM document preparation services: The development of documents for qualification of 
approximately 6 projects under the CDM rules including Project Idea Notes and Project Design Documents. 
Prospective consultants should be a firm or consortium and must have relevant experience in preparing 
СОМ documentation. 


Consultants interested in providing one or more of the above services must provide information indicating the 
contract of interest and that they are qualified to perform the services (brochures, description of similar assign- 
ments, experience in similar conditions, availabilty of appropriate skills among staff, etc.). Consultants may 
associate to enhance their qualifications. The consultants will be selected in accordance with the procedures 
set out in the World Bank's Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers 
(current edition). 


Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below during office hours (0900 to 1700 
hours) 


Expressions of interest must be delivered or submitted electronically at the address below by June 26, 2006. 


Paper submissions: 

Attn: Josefo Tuyor 

World Bank Office-Manila. 

20th Floor, Taipan Place, F. Ortigas Jr. Ave. (Formerly Emerald Avenue) 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 

Tel. No. 02- 9173086 

E-mail submissions: jtuyor@ woridbank.org 

Web site submissions: www.worldbank.org/econsult 


WANTED 
Female College Graduate 


* Age 28-30 
+ To Manage & Assistin Household Management 
= Must be wiling to live in Subic/Bataan Area. 
* Good English Speaking with very Pleasant Personality 
+ Able to Direct and Manage Household Staff in Everyday chores 
Starting Salary : P10,000.00 depending on qualification and 
experience 
Email your resumé at : ericsan 2006 Gyahoo.com.ph 
or text 09159669613. 


WEB ENGINEER 


P/T, Students ok 
Websphere, OAS, Tomcat, Apache, 
EJB, JSP, Java, XML, Unix, Linux, 
Windows, Oracle, SQLServer, DB2 


www.GeoCities.com/KoolJobs2004 
kooljobs2004 @ yahoo.com 


FIND new ways of seeing and explore connections with 
B-C Design, э graphic design group immersed in a range of 
scopes, luong sual dentty, prin, envronmental 
graphies, ahunan and museum graphs, ete 


Consultant Attorney 


The American Bar Association's Asia Law Initiative (ABA-Asia) 
seeks a Consultant Attorney based in the Manila office to 
support the implementation of ABA-Asia's legal technical 
assistance program in the Philippines. ABA-Asia activities 
include support for judicial reforms, legal education reforms, 
bar exam reforms, support for continuing legal education 
activities, and other rule of law activities. Job responsibilities 
include, but are not limited to, coordination with local partners, 
АВА-Азіа specialists, workshop participants, and other ABA- 
Asia staff and consultants. The Consultant Attorney will be 
required to travel regularly as part of the implementation 
responsibility. The Consultant Attorney will report on a regular 
basis to the ABA-Asia Resident Advisor in the Philippines. 
Job requirements 

Law degree, 

Bar admission, 

Minimum of five years of work experience, 

Experience working in USAID-funded activities preferred, 

Excellent communication skills, 

Excellent writing ability, 

Good self-management and organizational skills, 

Computer skills including experience with Microsoft 

Word applications and e-mail 
Qualified candidates should submit a cover letter, resume, and 
two to three page writing sample to ABA-Asia, 1602-A East 
Tower, PSE Centre, Exchange Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig City, 
Philippines 1605 or via fax at (632) 631-2598, or email at 
fidesaba@pldtdsl.net. Applications must be received by June 
21, 2006. 


соз rE о-и 


primarily organa. 
hens wi me highest 
Immediate Job Openings 
- Manager „иһ Marketing Background 
- Certified Public Accountant 
for a premier school and a charitable foundation 
Are you 
Experienced in promotions and marketing, 
A conscientious over achiever, 
quipped with genuine people skills, 
Emotionally and mentally mature, 
‘Aged 30 or over, preferably singe, 
A team player, 
‘Willing fo work until the job is properly done, 
Interested in the inner sciences and sell development 
Experienced in multilevel marketing 
Please send us the following: 
‘your biodata, 2°x2" recent photo taken within the lat 15 days, 
Samples of your previous work to: 
308 GIF Island Plaza, Leviste St., Salcedo Village, Makati 
Re: Marketing Officer Position 
ог emuli: gmcks_Ns@ yahoo.com 


WE ARE LOOKING FOR: 


Quaked CPA 


‘accountng pracic 
Excetent English skiis (ten and verbal) 


А iingnoss to be алва 


Please send your resumé io 
Ms. Tata Slacor 


Та £. 687-1220 / Fa. 687-5538. 
falas @topdran com ob 
ates Glcparamacamatoo com 


TOP DRAW OUTSOURCING is a technology-based 
з, Basas Process Ousoureng company at prondos. 
and genera corporate services to various 

cients in Austraha, Hong Kong, USA and UK. Itis 

with an mtenbon of providing 


prolessonaby deivered and based on the раболтв of 
QUALITY, RELIABILITY, SECURITY and VALUE. 


ACCOUNTANTS 


The successi applicant shouid be well presented and comfortable in dealing with 
foreign customers and management auke. Other pre-fequsies inch: 


Knowledge and expenance in using халос accounting software applications 
Exciting promotion and career path opportunities exist or ha motivated, high achievers. 


Sute 601, 6° Floor West Tower, Рмардле Stock Exchange Cente 
Exchange Road, Ortgas Center, Pang Сау 1605 


SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006 


an “INDUSTRIAL?” stock ownansuip 
OPPORTUNITY IN MARKETING AND SALES NEEDED: 


AN OVERALL MARKETING HEAD 


We are looking for an entrepreneurially-oriented overall Head for Marketing and Sales 
to handle the marketing operations of a group of companies with a diverse product line 
which includes health-care products, personal-care products and intangible products. This 
is wonderful opportunity for highly ambitious and highly experienced marketing heads 
who would now like the opportunity to become an owner of the business they work for 
He will organize and handle a sales network that will operate on a nationwide basis under 
ап existing online branch network in 30 key cities. The qualifications are as follows: 

Male or Female and a graduate of a reputable business school, MBA is a 

plus 

Must be able to organize an extensive sales organization very fast and has 

at least 3 solid years of experience doing this on a “hands оп” basis 

Can handle a multi-channel distribution network involving nationwide 

direct selling, multilevel marketing (both binary and unilevel), 

telemarketing, and mail marketing 

Extensive experience in “personal care and health care” products is a plus 

Must have held at least a “hands-on” senior executive level marketing 

position for at least 3 years with an impressive and proven track record in 

Sales 

Must be totally hands on, results-oriented, skilled in dealing with people, 

and very entrepreneuriaily-oriented 

Must be able to handle and distribute a wide array of products both 

tangible and intangible 

Can operate and think “out of the box’ like a total entrepreneur 

Is interested in bio-tech products and the marketing potentials thereof 


The position will be senior key man of the principal shareholder and operates at a Senior 
Management Level with the possibility of becoming COO of all or some of the companies 
in the short and medium-term. The compensation package includes salary allowances, 
bonuses, overriding commissions, 5% to 10% profit-sharing, plus industrial stock 
‘ownership in the companies in the group. Final stock ownership will be contingent on 
delivered sales performance. This is an ideal opportunity for ambitious, self-driven, self- 
motivated, and entrepreneurially-inclined people without the capital to go on his own. 
‘There will be no financial risk for you. The only capital will be one to two years of your 
skills, time and effort. This is an opportunity to find out how good you really are at 
entrepreneurship without any risk on your part. Interested parties may send your resumé 
with a photo to: recruitment. hr. mailsGyahoo.com or PO Box Makati 3766. 


eon 


EON is the pioneering stakeholder relations fim in the Philippines. We help our global and local 
cients build mutually-beneficial and trust-based relationships with their publics by leveraging on 
а combination of advanced communication methodologies and a wide nelwork of contacts within 
Philippine society. We are looking for dynamic and results-oriented individuals who must have 
the following qualifications: 


Account Managers 


Completed 4 years of college education in the field of communication arts, journalism, 
marketing, management, or social sciences; 

At least 1 year solid experience in projecVaccount management work, marketing 
communications or research: 

‘Competent in the use of various software packages; 

Good writing and communication skils; 

Able to work independently and willing to work long hours. 


Media Relations Manager 
1. Completed 4 years of college education п the field of communication arts, journalism, or 
marketing, Pest Graduate degree highly desirable 
At easi 3 years sold experience in media relations or publication work: 
Atleast 3 years of supervisory experience: 
Excelent wrting and communication ski, 
$. Extensive contacts with tno various branches of medi; 
Competent in the use of various soltware packages: 
Excelent interpersonal relations кї. 


HR Officer 
1 


COMPLETED AT LEAST 4 YEARS OF COLLEGE EDUCATION, PREFERABLY INTHE AREAS 
OF SOCIAL SCIENCES, OR MANAGEMENT. 
At least 2 years experience in human resources developmenUmanagement: 
least 1 year supervisory experience; 
Some expenence in the exercise of administrative functions highly desirable; 
Effective motivational and interpersonal skills; 
‘Competent and proficient in the application of computer software packages: 
Knowledge in operating basic office equipment. 


Qualified applicants may send their comprehensive resume to the following address: 
SIF Valderrama Bldg. 107 Esteban SL, Legaspi Village, Makati Cily 1200 
or email: hrd@eon.com.ph 


For more information, please visit www.eon.com.ph. Interested applicants are invited to Apply 
‘Online. Only shortlisted candidates will be поне. 


А Cutture or Нісн PERFORMANCE. 


That's the Vision of our Human Resources. 
We are about to get there. 
And we invite You, as HR Professional, 


to help us consistently fulfill this Vision as 


Assistant Manager for Human Resources 


This position has rich opportunity for a higher HR management 
role. As such, the person we are seeking should have a successful 
track record as Strategic Partner for Operations — one who has 
exercised the full spectrum of HR functions to help the company maintain 
and win the business. 


production 


‘supervisor 


To be our Partner, you should be: 
'A college graduate, preferably wih a master's degree in behavioral 
sciences or human resources 
With at least 6 years experience in HR in a similar capacity and 
preferably gained in a unionized company. 
Experienced in Labor Relations, adept at proactive management of 
employee agreements and closure of employee issues, and with 
working knowledge of labor laws 
Very knowledgeable in Performance Management and its 
translation into merit-based employee compensation and benefits 
With exposure in OD, Training, Staffing, and management of 
contractor services in Security and Medical Benefits; 
Previously engaged with Giobal HR operations and processes 
Excellentin communication and interpersonal skils 
йи. ий. аи ‘Tacttul, with proven integrity, and with effective people skills 
We are an American multinational electronics company, listed 
among Fortune's Top 1000, with global visibility in the past 
three decades. We offer a competiive compensation and benefit 
package tor the position. Interested applicants may send their resume 
through email at odsearch06 @ yahoo.com on or before June 26, 2006. 
We wil respond only to short-listed candidates. 


C.I. | APPRAISER 


Financial Company needs Credit Investigator/Appraiser, not 
more than 35 years old, college graduate preferably BSCE or 
BSArch. Send detailed Resume with references and recent 2x2 
photo, Transcript of Records and other credentials to C.P.O. Box 
1981, Makati City. 


2 years minimum experience In an audit and/or tax sections of a public 


ГЕРЕ 
SUNDAY, JUNE 11,2006 
Philippine Copyright 1995 


JOBMarket is: 


юршш 
‘wary, jobmatheteuline.com 


Text us your feedback: Inquirer jm name/city/message. Send to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


can you 

report 
develop 
respond 
analyze 
communicate 
forecast 


systematize 
organize 
collaborate 


and team up with the most accurate, 


Brin the United States and/or other countries. ©2005 IBM Corporation. All rights reserved. 


detail-oriented, analytical minds of 


IBM Daksh’s Workforce Management and Quality Teams? 


Work for a Company unlike any other. 


Because you are NOT like everybody else. 


an IBMer. 


IBM Daksh Business Process Services Philippines Inc. 


©) 

mete? every Sunday 
DEADLINES 
Tor reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Thursday 12:00 noon 


‚ Edsa cor. Shaw, Ma 


Mondays to Fridays 9 am to В pm. Saturdays 9 am to 6 pm 


Be Part of the Workforce Management and Quality Teams 


Oparings and QualMications: 


Workforce Specialists Workforce Leaders 
Mati nace oi east өк 2) mands expen as a Wore Lond 
Mostra кам wo @ year pore а Wore 


Quality Specialists 


Mant ba t ecco HA Escel reporting wd acest i ur 
rooms 
bs tni чап Оу concert, 
eve оскус on cotuchag Vansacicea monton ang 
—— P! 
ceded oy ha весне. 
la» que of opseaers а orig wn mst culum. 
and vip ta wore ола sang esae to support US, CMEA 
and Aca tme 70088 


Тазод snapas 
po 


Quality Manager 


. Shea have ates da (yer врн 
“Must have BPO experience, pete n Орою, or Assistant 
Margery Manager spocker Customer Service or equivalent 
. Мон nave experience pret implementation 


Workflow Manager 


Maast Karê at leant û mamam ot 2-4 years hanas-on expeneaca in 
Grechy monag ng a eomm o cat center пинот 

Must be lgay proton in МЗ Encor and dra алыңа. 

Мосор kea ol IEX soto snd Rosi Теле Moatoang 


"echas в petere. 


Specialists for any ol our Fortune 500 chant Companies: 


. Teecommunicatons {Voice Support) 


Consumer Manufactocing Co. (Мосе тай Support 
HR back ойсо support { Speaks Mandan & Cantonese) ij 


Internet Shopping Company (EmalUChat Support) 


Qualifications: 
Must have completed 3 years о! collega education or a 
ar vocational course 


и possess excalent oral and weiten Engish 
komicunicaton sis. 


-Protent ia the изе of computers and various apptestons, 


ing to work in a fast-paced. dynamic and 
жлоома-ам\ад environment 


JOB Market... 


UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 


COURIER ADMINISTRATOR 


Vacancy No. 2006/ 04-8C a 


Assists the UNICEF Operations Olficor (lead agency) in managing the 
Common malitoom operations ol he UN System: Suporvises Mailroom stalt 
"and Exiomal messengers; Checks Releasing Clerk and PABX Operators on 
a dally basis; Reviews process Поне and adminisirative systems, and 
Teconmends improvements in malroom management services; 

Provides accurate and timely information, documentation and reports required 
фу Management; Monitors Industry rates to ensure competitiveness of UN 


‘Coordinates the preparation ofthe Annual Work Plan and Budget for common 
Gourler services; Reviews cost allocation methodology and makes 
recommends, as necessary: 

Coordinates Courier Bidding process and finalizes technical and financial 
evaluations of the bidding committee; 

Evaluates naw technologies and industry trends and recommends 
integration of bast practices In Ino system, Administer the CS 
Management System lor Courier Services. 


‘Bachelors Degree in any business-related field: 

Ai feast fve (5) years sold experienco in administratve/general services 
‘and executive level adminisralve support; 

Great attention о detals; 

Very rescurceful and can work with minimum supervision; can work for 
long hours; 

Excellent communication and interpersonal ків: 

Previous engagement with a UN agency or familiarity with the UN 
systems preferred, but not required 


Applicants are requested to completa iho UN Personal History Form (P11) 
availabe in our website vatundp.org phlchs! . Please indicate the Vacancy 
No. and Post Tilo and sond on ог before 28 June 2006 to: 


Human Resources Unit 
United Nations Development Programme 
30" Floor, Yuchengco Tower, RCBC Plaza 
‘Ayala Avenue corner Sen. G Puyat Avenue, Makati City 


Kindly note that only completed P11 forms willbe reviewed and only short-isted 
candidates wil be contacted. 


UNDP is an equal opportunity employar and invites Filipino nationals to apply 
for the post. ОМОР strongly encourages applications Irom qualified female 
‘eandidates. 


The UNIVERSITY OF THE EAST 
,, COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 


is in need of qualified faculty members 
for its Computer Engineering (CpE) Department. 


Applicants must have these qualifications: 
+ BS Computer Engineering graduate 
from a reputable school 
+ Minimum of two years' teaching experience 
* Holds a Master's Degree in Computer Engineering 


Qualified applicants are requested to 
bring their application letter, latest résumé, 
and transcripts of records to the 
Dean's Office 
of the UE College of Engineering-Caloocan, tst flor, 
Engineering Building, UE Caloocan Campus, 
105 Samson Road, Caloocan City, 
telephone nos. 367-4572 locals 166 and 167, and 365-4121 


Diebold Philippines, Inc. is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Diebold 
incorporated. We are a American 
multinational company engaged In 
markoting and distribution of self- 
service terminals. 


Service Operations Head 


Responsibilities & Requirements: 
Manage an elite group of field 
engineers, depot specialists, and 
dispatch professionals 
Candidate must possess a relevant 
Engineering Degree 
With at least 4 years of relevant 
experience as IT or Service Manager 
IT, Banking or Service Industry 
‘experience a must, 


looking for, emailus | Sales Manager 
yourresumewih | Rosponsibifties & Requirements: 
2x2 colored picture | + Proven 4-year Track Record in Sales 
‘and transcript of and Marketing wi Quantiiable 
euin Performance Records 


: .. Silos Experience in IT Products or 
a 
Par | "^ Serve бшу an Advantage 


‘address below. Senior Accountant 


Responsibilities & Requirements: 

‘= Candidates must be a CPA, 

» Single and 22-28 years old 

*  Prelerable with 3 years relevant 
‘experience in General & Cost 
‘Accounting 


ATM Service Engineers 
Responsibilities & Requirements 
“Graduate of ECE, ComSol, ComEng 
Malo 
Prelerably a resident of Metro Manila, 
Pampanga or Laguna 
With ATM background an advantage 


QIEBOLD 


In line with our 2006 
‘expansion, we need 
high caliber, dynamic 
and self-motivated 
individuals to join 
our team. 


Ifyou think, you 
aro what we are 


We offer above- 
industry package, 
international training, 
and professional 
fulfilment to a very 
select few. 


Diebold Philippines Inc. 

33" Rufino Pacific Towers, 6784 Ау; 

1226 Makati City, Philippini 
www.diebold.com 


Avenue, 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


CUSTOMER RELATIONS 
ASSISTANTS 


QUALIFICATIONS : 

* Female, College graduate not more than 30 years 
of age 
With pleasing personality 

+ Knowledgeable in Microsoft Office 

= With good moral character 


ACCOUNTING ASSISTANTS 


QUALIFICATIONS : 

* Accounting graduate preferably with experience 
using Windows based Accounting software 
Male, not more than 30 years of age 
Computer literate (EXCEL, LOTUS, WORD) 
CPA preferred but not required 
With good moral character 
New graduates with good scholastic records 
are welcome to apply. 


Please apply in person with BIO-DATA, ID photo, 
NBI Clearance and Transcript of Records at 


BOX MK - 162 
clo Philippine Daily inquirer 
GIF Atrium Bldg. 
Makati Ave., Makati City 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER mmn tunawan 


ife узу nan те 


SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006 


RAMCAR TECHNOLOGY, INC. 
URGENTLY NEEDS THE FOLLOWING: 
ASSISTANT MOULDMAKERS 


* Male; Graduate of Technical Vocational course 
= With 3-5 years experience in Moldmaking or Machine 
Shop 


MACHINISTS 


* Male; Technical Vocational course graduate 
= With at least 2 years experience in Machine Shop 
Operation 


MECHANICAL/MACHINEASSEMBLERS 


= Male; Technical Course Graduate 
= With minimum of 5 years experience as Machine 
Assembler 


CNG MILLING OPERATORS 


* Male; Graduate of Technical Course 
* Must have basic knowledge in CNC Machine Operation 


MECHANICAL/MACHINE DESIGNERS. 


* Male; Graduate of Mechanical Engineering 
With expertise in AUTOCAD or any equivalent software 
design 

= Experience in Machine or Mold Design for Plastic is an 
advantage 


ELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION TECHNICIAN 


* Male; Graduate of ECE or Electromechanics Technology 
= Knowledgeable in Hydraulics and Pneumatics 
. At least 5'5” in height and must have big body built 


DRCC- QUALITY SYSTEMS CUSTODIAN 


* Female; Graduate of Library Science 
* Must be proficient in Computer 


Note: Applicants for all positions must be willing to be 
‘based in Sta. Marla, Bulacan 
QUALIFIED APPLICANTS ARE REQUESTED 
TO APPLY PERSONALLY WITH THEIR RESUME AND 
2X2 1.D. PICTURE TO: 


CORPORATE RECRUITMENT SECTION 
(BATTERY GROUP) 
RAMCAR CENTER 
80-82 Roces Avenue, Diliman, Q.C. 
Tel. No. 4121779 
or email to: bcsarmiento@motolite.com 


Jabra Bluetooth Headset distributor needs: 


Senior Sales Supervisors моне Devices ) 

= M/F, not more than 35 ys, good sales skils and articulate, 
motivated 

- previous mobile devices / office automation product experienco a 
great pus. 


Account Executives 

(Callcenter Headsets & Office Automation) 

WF. not more than 30 years oid, good communication skills 

> Good sales skits, dynamic, wiling to be rained, work 
underpressure 


Electronics Technician 

(Calleenter Headsets & Office Automation) 

T Male, preferably single, not more than 30 years old 

С 23 years of any Technical course graduate, motorcycle driving 
experience 


This requirement Is immediate. Please hand carry Resumé/Bio 
дайа with picture for interview Monday to Wednesday at 

S/F Enterprise Bidg., 524 Quintin Paredes St, Binondo, Manila 
(near Binondo Church and above Banco De Oro) 

Or email resumé with picture to: comlan@pacific.net.ph 


e 


visit us at: 


The country's most widely read and circulated 
newspaper in the country is in need of: 


PRE-PRESS SPECIALIST 


QUALIFICATIONS. 
Galego graduate prelerably win background n Computer 
1 Gan soid layout anc desi skiis el а newspaper publishing environment 


naerstancing in esor managemeri systems 
Fluent boli Windows OS and MecnGn environments 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OFFICERS 


‘QUALIFICATIONS: 
ТА” Сооро gracuate 
Allens! $ years soing experienco 


Or simia tunnon. 
fhinmalsupervaion and highly enorgeti and motivated person 

Panning erectam and pos oec evan akla qure 

ony осе and wot negation ek 

NALNG ana poso orecastng and logos know-how 
Enecivepresenation skis 

{Wing obo вотот Nome or Souhem Luzon Visayas andor Mindanao 


QUALIFICATIONS: 
Т Сороро preleraby meri Accounting 
Жеди T vesrexpanenco л отті job or obs leading lo 1 


Communication eas 


ELECTRICIAN 


‘QUALIFICATIONS: 


1 Basic elecineai pnncplos. 
| Basi Compute oparanon sks Inerporsonal hits 


FINANCE DIVISION SECRETARY 


QUALIFICATIONS. 
(боов равана profrably wih background in Accounting 
‘year exponence n related co. 
win socrotanai eke 
Knowledge ol basic опсо and o-malicoiwaro 


Skis. Fang Sats 


SYSTEMS ANALYST / PROGRAMMER 


QUALIFICATIONS. 
"Gol 


Bacagroundm Computer hardware. 
tio 2 years expananco on Inis ово в leading to 
knowlege п Иви Bag or Paworbutder VB Sengon 
Sybase SQL oroar rlabonalgalabase, Managemoni System. 


DRIVER 


(QUALIFICATIONS: 

Phan $олоо graduate 

1 Her ola prolaswonal бога сопе 
"чю years expenence m colcton work or amar Neid 
лиши win ety roads, ducis and areas 
Knowleoge of smp aac тослапсаіторано 
Rnowedge of rate os ang rogaine 


Хева клон in Photoshop. Must, Freehand, Coral Draw, Pagemaker and Acrobat 


Must nawo a successi rack recordin salas prelerably managing dealers end key accounts a consumer seting 


CIRCULATION ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE ASST. 


Basic Accouning Pncplas, Computer sae, Numerical skile, Analytical kis, nerpersonal skit, 


oracle o basis computer program, Typing Бйз, Communication Skits, Basic Wing Skil, narparsonal 


graduato preferably Computer elenco ог Computar Enginasig wih Business background 


i Scripting, Web Programming, MS SOL 2000 or 


‘Sond your applcalon lator and comprohonsivorosumó o: 


The New Formula to a 


THE VALUE OF 


June 26, 2006, 8:00 am to 


Makati City 


[э 


On 


ichieve 


Un-Shakable Customer Loyalty: 


And derive the answers to these burning questions: 


Why is it more difficull to sell now? 

What drives my customers away? 

How can | increase the rate for repeat business? 

How can | build strong partnerships with my customers? 

How can | keep my customers from switching to our competitors? 


TRADING PLACES: 


THINKING LIKE A CUSTOMER 


5:30 pm 


at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel, 


On-Site 


Early Bird Rato: РЗ, 449+VAT Starting May 23 until June 15, 2006 
Regular Rato: РЗ, 999+VAT Starting Juno 16, 2006 


Paymont: P4, 49e VAT 
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uestions 
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The Power of Knowing 


THE HR MANAGEMENT SERVICES HEAD 
Phigppine Daly Inquit, In 
Chino Roces Avenue llormerly Pasong T 


Email cnatmentiimquier 


it about timé to get to know 


Media Partners: 


For reservations, please call: 


JARRY POUND 


Tol. No.: 404-2753 / 824-4561 1 523-5394 » Tolelax: 526-1909 » Mobile: 0917-327-7271 
Жн OU wobaite: www hareypound com - E-mail golrosultenowediharrypound com 
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Save the Children Federation, Inc. 


Save the Children Federation, Inc. is a US-based non-profit organization working in 
‘over forty countries worldwide, implementing community development projects that help 
children in need. Save the Children is searching for qualified candidates for: 


NATIONAL HR COORDINATOR 


Reporting directly to the Deputy Country Director of the Philippines Country Office, the 
National HR Coordinator wil be primarily responsible for providing and coordinating 
evelopment and support staff services of the Philippines Country Office. He/she will 
бе responsible for the following functional areas in human resources: human resource 
planning, recruitment, selection and placement; personnel movements (separations, 
Promotions, transfers); human resource training and development; job analysis: 
Performance appraisal: compensation and benefits administration: employee and 
Tabor relations; personnel research and human resources information system. 


Key responsibilities: 

The National HR Coordinator shall: (1) review, maintain and develop policies and 
procedures that will assist senior management in ensuring consistent interpretation, 
pplication and implementation of policies and procedures across the organization: 
(2) manage recruitment, placement and separation procedures including contract 
preparation for regular, temporary staff and consultants; (3) handle the HR section of 
[he Quality Management Review: (4) Develop a Staff Development Plan and coordinate 
the conduct of trainings that are relevant and appropriate in a timely manner; (5) 
establish and maintain a computerized Human Resource Information System: (6) 
Эз! management in creating standard job descriptions and evaluation criteria while 
maintaining an effective Implementation of job grade and salary structures appropriate 
fo the competencies of employees; (7) administer and recommend to management 
salary and benefits rationalization to enable the agency to be competitive and retain 
deserving staff; (8) assist supervisors and staff in understanding and using the 
Performance Appraisal System; (9) ensure observance of and compliance with labor 
laws and government regulations and handling due process of employee termination 
for cause complaints, grievances and disciplinary actions within the bounds of SC 
procedure and Philippine labor laws. 


The position will based in Metro Manila and will require periodic travel to other program 
areas in lloilo and Mindanao to coordinate staff needs vis-à-vis standards. During these 
trips, the National HR Coordinator is expected to prepare detailed scopes of work, trip 
reports and similar documentation of activities undertaken in the field 


Requirements: 

This is a position requiring strong leadership and interpersonal skills; Previous work 

‘experience in a similar position in an international NGO is highly preferred: Bachelor's 
degree in HR Development, Psychology or related discipline required: Minimum of three 
ears experience in related positions. Demonstrated training and research skills 
tuency in English required. Computer literacy a must. Professional work experience 
їп а multi-cultural work a plus. 


Qualified applicants may send their resumes on or before June 26, 2006 to: By mail 
= CODE: NATIONAL НЯ COORDINATOR, Save the Children Federation, Inc., No.1 
Encarnacion Street comer Lapu-Lapu Avenue, Magallanes Village, Makati City, Metro 
Manila. By fax. (632) 853-02-15. By e-mail. HR. Recruitment@savechildren.org (please 
indicate code “NATIONAL HR COORDINATOR" in subject line). 


Loved 


Be in the forefront of the hip and trendy coffee culture. We offer basic salary, service charge, 
duty meals, well-rounded training and an enjoyable, enriching work experience, serving Europe's 
finest espresso. 

As part of our expansion program, we are looking for young, personable, motivated individuals 
who fil the following vacancies for our new outlets: 


- STORE MANAGERS (3) -24 to 32 years cic, maletemale, graduate of HAM 


or any Management or business course. Excellent communication skills. Atleast2 years 
experience as Store Manager in a semi/fine dining or café restaurant. Can prepare and 
analyze profit & loss statements. 


SHIFT SUPERVISORS (4) - 22 to 29 years oid, male/female, college 


graduate (Management or any business course), atleast one year experience as supervisor 
ina semifine dining or café restaurant. Above average communication skills. Excellent in 
shift management. inventory & variance control 


MANAGEMENT TRAINEES (6) - fresh graduates, malefemale, 


articulate, adaptable and diligent. 


BARISTAS (6) - to 26 years он, mleterse wih experienco, preferably 


college graudates (Management or any business course). Pleasing personality, witty with 
above average communication skills. Ambitious and wiling to accept new tasks. Team 
player and with leadership ability. 


FOOD SERVERS (8) - 181022 years ot, wit ог without experience, college 


level, above average communication sis, pleasing personaly, hardworking and resuits-onented. 


COMMISSARY CHEF (1) -minimum ot one year experience in commissary 


‘operations (from forecasting, inventory, receiving, storing standard preparations and food 
salety procedures. With baking skils and can handle recipe research, developmentand training. 


СООК/СНЕЕ (1) -viarnascqoniinrtandatncaratcte апантана. 


Apply in person at 
Personnel Department 
ТЇР, Liberty Bldg., 
835 A. Arnaiz Ave. 
Makati City 
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associate 
CREATIVE DIRECTOR 


-inspire 


copy 
WRITER 
-tugluence graphic 


ARTIST 


Join one of the fastest growing 


and chat support 


Associates. 


DESIGNER 


-слеаѓе 


companies іп the e-commerce industry. We specialize in managing top US- 
based home improvement websites, acting as the backbone of these major 
online retailers. We handle backend operations like logistics management, 
database maintenance, website design, content development and voice, e-mail 


LWCI offers above-average remuneration package and benefits that includes: 
meals, transportation, laundry and medical allowances; healthcare and life 
insurance coverage; attendance incentives; and limitless commission for Sales 


BE SELECTED! 


Email: recruitment@seacom.ph Phone: 02-898-3848 Website: www.seacom.ph 


312 B 3/F LRI Business Plaza, 210 Nicanor Garcia Street, Bel - Air il, Makati City 


We know there 
is more to living 
than making a living. 


Aside from competitive pay, performance incentives 
and referral bonuses, Ambergris employees enjoy 
hotel-like facilities, company-issued mobile phones, 
daily shuttle service, round-the-clock food service, 
fun employee events and comprehensive training. 
Employees who thrive in leadership roles get a career 
boost only the country’s fastest growing industry can 
offer. 


Creative 
thinking 
and how 
to double 
your sales 


*WANTED* 


TECHNICAL 
MANAGEMENT 
TRAINEE 


Licensed Electrical Engineer for 
both field and office work 

Possess communication skills in 
both oral and written English 

Two years related work experience 
Computer literate 

Exposure to mobile equipment / 
transport industry is highly preferred 
Willing to undergo training for 
professional/career advancement in 
the industry 

Willing to travel to ай ports nation- 
wide le. Visayas or Mindanao 

A permanent resident of Malabon, 
Navotas, Manila or Pasay Area 
Honest, hardworking, healthy, 
trustworthy and excellent team- 
player 

Male 25-28 years old 


POSITION 


THIS VERY IMPOR- 
tant seminar could be 
the turning point of 
your salespeople in 
selling. Discover the 
unconventional tools 
and techniques that 
will help empower 
your people and en- 
able them to become 
more productive. If 
your people will 
grasp even half of 
what will be taught in 
this session, there 
will be a remarkable 
change in their per- 
formance. Don't miss 
this important event 
on June 23, 1- 5 p.m. 
at Holiday inn Galle- 
Па Manila, Ortigas. 

This seminar is 
sponsored by Porter 
and Miles Ine. with of- 
fice address at Suite 
2502-С Tektite 
Tower East, Ortigas 
Center. Call Mercy at 
638-7719 / 20 for 
more information / 
reservation. Limited 
seats only. 


QUALIFICATIONS 


Competitive compensation, negotiable 


Qualified applicants may send their application letter with 2x2 
picture, resumé, transcript of records, eligibility and work / 
character references to PO BOX # 706 Herrera Tower #98 
Herrera St. V.A. Rufino Salcedo Village, Makati City or through 
liftmstr@ info.com.ph. 


Explore your opportunities with Ambergris today. 


Customer Services Associates 
Technical Support Associates 

т Inbound Sales Associates 
Outbound Customer Service Associates 


Visit our Recruitment Hubs . 
Discovery Center 


25 ADB Avenue, 
Ortigas Center, Pasi 


Level 5 Market! Market! 
Bonifacio Global City, 
City Taguig City 


Email recruitment@ambergrissolutions.com 
Call 638.9440 


Philippines, providing inbound customer care, 
inbound sales, technical support and business 
process outsourcing solutions to the utilities, IT, 
travel & hospitality and financial services industries. 


pa 


Let’sTalkCareers 


ambergris solutions 


visit us at: 


J 


REIS 


jobmarketonline.com 


American manager responds 
ito Filipino manager’s dilemma 


By Tita Datu Puangco 


HERE'S A RESPONSE FROM 
an American manager to our 
letter sender who expressed 
her frustrations working as а 
new manager in the United 
States (see my column dated Oct. 
26, 2005) 

1 just read your response to 
a person in the United States 

+ having issues with her Filipino 
manager. After reading your 
response, I must say that аз an 
American manager in a large 
fortune 500 firm, your advice 
is solid and she should accept 
it. However, there are addi- 
tional things to consider. They 
are as follows: 

1. The woman obviously 

* displays traits that indicate 

1 personal issues may be the 

* underlying reason for her be- 
havior. The writer indicated 
she worked for a large US 

. firm. Most US firms have em- 
ployee assistance programs 

designed to assist employees 

with personal issues. 1 would 
advise the employee to seek 

"Help through the program 

1272. Your Filipino manager 

Mihdicated she heard through 
coworkers that she may be 

shaving personal issues, which 

‘indicates the manager may be 

talking to others regarding 

this person's behavior—a big 
no-no with respect to human 

"resources. Employees should 

respect of confidentiality and 

“iris the job of a manager to 

Jun performance around to 

Freet the expectations of the 

‘company. The manager could 

yid herself the target of liti- 

gation in the US for such be- 
havior. It is certainly accept- 
dzable'to discuss performance 
issues with your manager to 
determine what action should 
be taken, but never discuss a 
; subordinate's behavior with 


A "V 
Сесе 
== 
Fon THE 
ANXIOUS PERSON 


coworkers 

3. The subordinate is creat- 
ing a hostile work environ- 
ment. If she speaks to her 
manager with such defiance, 
1 am sure she equally disre- 
spects her coworkers with 
similar intimidation tactics. 
Again, working for a large US 
company, there is a disciplin- 
ary process in place and the 
manager should learn the 
policy and start to correct the 
behavior based on the process 
the company has established. 

4. Sometimes, the process is 
2) documented oral notifica- 
tion of the problem and what 
must be done to correct the 
problem. b) written notifica- 
tion if the problem persists c) 
performance improvement 
plan if the problem contin- 
ues, very specific improve- 
ment actions must be per- 
formed within a specified pe- 

if no improvement, the 
employee can be terminated. 
Everything is documented 
through this process. 

5. Your manager indicates 
she is a sweet person. The 
description she has of herself 
leads me to believe that she 
seeks to be accepted by her 
employees. She may be slow 
to counsel employees and 
give feedback regarding poor 
performance because it would 
Jead others to believe she is 
not sweet. This manager 
probably was a good worker 
and was promoted to the 
manager on that basis. 1 
would advise her to enroll 
herself in performance man- 
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| 
agement training to stay 
ahead of employee perfor- 
mance concerns and address 
the performance concerns 
from a human resources per- 
spective. Employees in the 
US (and most any place else 
in the world) respond to good 
leadership and structure. 

6. Sometimes, Americans 
don’t respond well to report- 
ing to foreigners ... especially 
women with foreign dialects 
until the leadership traits are 
proven. 

7. | thought your advice to 
her was good, especially not 
to quit her job or leave based 
on the behavior of one em- 
ployee. No matter where you 
go, you are there. If she un- 
derstands the limitations she 
has as a manager, she can seek 
additional training and devel- 
opment to improve on her 
skills and over time, the art 
and science of leading perfor- 
mance actually makes it 
easier to decide the situation 
you face and which tools to 
use to make it better. 

Percy E. Price, PMP, USA 


Thanks for providing addi- 
tional advice and information 
to our Frustrated Manager who 
isa new manager in the United 
States. Often, solutions to prob- 
lems can be found in specific 
situations and best practices 
given a particular environment 
and milieu. God bless! 

(Ms Puangco is CEO of Ancilla. 
Enterprise Development Consulting, 
training and consulting company 
specializing in strategy manage- 
ment, leading change, human re- 
source systems, leadership and enter- 
prise training. For your letters feed- 
back, e-mail: advice@ancilla 
ede.com.ph, or fax: 892-2902. 
For other inquiries, please call 892- 
2895, 892-2896 or 892- 
2898.) 


How to make your presentations click 


By Heizel L. Mainar 


BUTTERFLIES IN THE STOM- 
ach, sweaty palms and panic at- 
tacks are just some of the 
thoughts that come to mind for 
most when they hear the words 
“business presentation.” You 
might be one of those who fear 
that others might judge you when 
you make those grammar slips or 
that you might freeze in the 
middle of a presentation. How- 
ever, before you start acting 
weird, sit down, organize your 
thoughts, list all the things you 
need and start preparing for that 
big day. If you have a plan and 
have prepared properly for the 
big day, a presentation might not 
be nightmarish as you think. 
Prepare a checklist. 

Ifyou start the research from 
scratch, it should be prepared 
weeks in advance,” says Martin 
Sumayao, an associate of ZMG 
Signium Ward Howell, an execu- 
tive search consultancy firm in 
the Philippines. 

Take time to prepare an effec- 
tive visual aid. "The use of pic- 
tures and graphs increase mes- 
sage retention instead of bullet 
points ... avoid the use of 
PowerPoint sound effects even 
though how compelling itis to use 
the applause sound at the end of 
the slide ora screeching sound for 
a new picture or graph," says 
Albert Danan, public relations of- 
ficer of San Sebastian College in 
Manila. 

Robert Blair Carabuena, an- 
other associate of Ward Howell, 
adds that a visual presentation 
only supplements the major 
points of the whole presentation. 

When you focus on the expla- 
nation, you establish rapport and 
encourage audience participation 
rather than giving them all the in- 
formation through visual aids or 
hand outs. 

The venue is another impor- 
tant factor to check. "Make sure. 
the room has everything that you 
need and that the presentation 
works on the screen to avoid 
nasty surprises on the big day,” 
says Carabuena. Check the 


MARTIN Sumayao (L) and Robert Blair Carabuena (R) from ZMG 


Signium Ward Howell 


color of the stage to make sure you 
do not blend with the background. 

Finally, be keen on your attire. 
Consider what you want to project 
to your audience. "Look at the 
whole picture and check every ele- 
ment of your appearance from head 
to feet and make sure that you are 
comfortable and confident in what 
you wear,” says Sumayao. 

Practice 

According to Danan, rehearsing 
your speech is an absolute must. 
Memorizing the speech word for 
word works for some people, how- 
ever, for some, getting the gist ofa 
presentation in an index card is all 
they need 

"Read your presentation outloud 
for at least four times,” he says. 
When you hear yourself, determine 
the weight and tone of your voice if 
it creates an impact to your audi- 
ence. If possible, deliver a mock pre- 
sentation and ask your friends to lis- 
ten and give feedback. “You need 
at least two days before the presen- 
tation to familiarize yourself with 
the topic," adds Sumayao. 

During a presentation 

“Take а deep breath, don" fidget 
and calm down,” says Sumayao. He 
explains that keeping eye contact 
with the audience makes you look 
sincere, and it will keep the 
audience's attention. However, 
you need to spread your attention 
around the room and not just focus 


ROY THOMAS ALBERTO 
ona particular group of people. 

Avoid the use of jargons in your 
speech, unless you are confident 
that your audience speaks the 
same business language. He 
adds that long presentations can 
tum off the audience and can be 
boring Remember the KISS rule 
Keep It Straight and Simple. 

"The quality of your voice also 
determines how to get your mes- 
sage across.” Your voice quality 
helps build an overall impact and 
you need to determine what 
word to stress and when. Also, 
‘one must learn how to throw an 
adlib in case you missed a point 
ortwo. Others who are used to 
standing in front of a crowd may 
make use of a scripted adlib to 
add texture to a canned presen- 
tation 

According to Teresa Tubania, a 
psychometrician of the Student 
Development Center office of 
SSC, maintaining good posture 
creates a look of confidence. 
When preparing your speech, 
the choice of words you use in the 
presentation creates an impres- 
sion, which affects the overall 
presentation. Tubania explains 
that the first sentence you utter 
is important thus, it may or may 
not capture your audience's at- 
tention. She ends aptly by say- * 
ing, “if you fail to prepare your 
presentation, then you prepare to 
fail.” 


Without enotonelntfigence a perso can have ho best kamag 
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EQ 


EQ is the sine qua non of leadership 


for 
Today’s 
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Supervisors 
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Accounting for 


Porter @ Miles, 


Non- Accountants 


Jano 15 & 16, 2006, 1:00 pem. -5:00 pam, Holiday Inm Galleria 


Cana 30. 3008.1:00pm-3:00p m. Holiday Inn Galleri 


Accounting 
for non- 
accountants 


seminar set 


A SPECIAL WORK- 
shop will be held on 
June 15 and 16, 1-5 
pm at Holiday Inn Gal- 


PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 


LEARNING SEED 
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leria to boost your 
knowledge on account- 
ing 

This is especially de- 
signed for non-account- 
ing managers, supervi- 
sors and personnel. 
Whether you like it or 
not, you have to work 
with some issues in 
basic accounting. 

Topics include: The 
accounting cycle; Ad- 
justing journal entries; 
Financial Statements 
like Balance Sheet and. 


Rewards Point System 
EEE 

Min Atractivo Prizes by Just sending 

participants to our seminara. Our way 

af saying "Thank You" to your patronage. 

Pls cal Месу at 638-7720 for deat 


Early Bird unt 
P 4,345 + Vat 


Regular Rate starting June 16 
Р 1,635 + Vat 


To elaborate and apply th 


exercises and problems will bo usod 


Win Atractve Praes by just sending 
portclpants to our seminars. Our way 


Income Statements; 
‘The Cash Flow State- 
ment and Financial 
Statements 

The seminar is spon- 


(inclusive of handouts, certificate and snacks) sored by Porter and 
Miles Inc., with office 
address at Suite 2502- 
С Tektite Tower East, 
Ortigas Center. 

Call Mercy at 638- 
7719 / 20 for more in- 
formation / reserva- 
tion, Limited seats 
only. 


Kermit кел nac, мадон cuero id neis 


CALL us NOW for INQUIRIES and RESERVATIONS [ CALLUS NOW FOR INQUIRIES / RESERVATIONS, 


PORTER & MILES, INC. Look for MERCY 6387749 / 20 / 6376884| 
fax number: 6376890 ета! porterandmileszyahoo com 


PORTER ANDMILES.INC.Look for Mercy Espinal 638-7719120 


Independence Day jobs fair to 
highlight legal, welfare services 


for local, overseas workers 


THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT (DOLE) WILL BRING ITS 
legal and welfare assistance onsite to local as well as overseas Filipino 
workers (OFWs) during the 2006 independence Day Jobs and Livelihood Falr 
at Rizal Park іп Manila on June 12, 2006. 

‘Acting Labor Secretary Danilo P. Cruz sald that the onsite legal and 
welfare assistance complements the government's effort to provide more than 
30,000 employment opportunities courtesy of some 135 local employers and 
34 licensed overseas employment agencies during the fair. 

Labor Undersecretary for Labor Relations Manuel G. Imson, on the other 
hand, said that appropriate services will also be set up on site to assist the 
welfare queries and needs of OFWs and would-be OFWs. 

“Indeed, the provision of such services, in consonance with the country's 
labor-management harmony and peace, gives added significance to our 
Celebration of the 108? Anniversary of the country's Independence with the 
theme, Pagkakaisa Para sa Matatag na Republika,” Imson said. 

He sald that a total of sight DOLE offices, agencies, and pertinent organiza 
tions аге participating in tha provision of onsite legal Services through 
special booths designated for the purpose at the Luneta Park. 

They are the DOLE's National Capital Reglon Office (DOLE-NCR), as well 
as the NCR branches of the National Conciliation and Mediation Board, the 
National Labor Relations Commission, the Regional Tripartite Wages and 
Productivity Board (RTWPB)-NCR, and the Regional Tripartite Industrial 
Peace Council (RTIPC-NCR). 

‘Also on hand to assist the wellare-related and other pertinent needs of 
workers, specially OFWs, are the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 
OWWAJ-NCR, as well as the DOLE's Maritime Training Council (MTC), and 
the National Maritime Polytechnic (NMP). 
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JOB Market. 
For Immediate Hiring WANTED IMMEDIATELY 


Summer's over but our offer 
PECITE KOS ИЧ ACCOUNTING STAFF, just keeps getting hotter! 


Female, 21-28 yoars old trucking services isin need of two (2) accig. staff 
ing, honest, reliable, eficient & to assist in the var. jobs of is Acct. Dept. 
толшо 


or 
Willing to devoto extra time/etfort when QUALIFICATIONS: 


necessary б - Female, at least 22-25 years old 
е а а 

E 
Multitasking/bookkeepingling skills a (Not necessarily a CPA) 

haaha nico ing а - bonga tanto 

Proficient in MS Office/Internet. - With at least 1 year work experience as. 
ier prep Д5 


should at least have some interest init Capable of woking with minimum 

Must possess pleasing & dynamic 

personally imis 

Fresh graduates welcome Apply in person and bring transcript of records, 
Salary Is negotiable depending on other credentials and clearances from NGI, 


‘qualifications Росе 
Send resumélphotoireerences to: еалт 


humresmatters@yahoo.com NLG-TRANSMAN BROK. 8 ЕНТ. SVCS, INC. 

‘Only shortlisted candidates will be Rm. 212 Auro-Vir Plaza, 1695 Evangelista 

contacted сог. Gen. Lacuha St. Bangkal, Макай City 
pe Look for Ms. Arlene S. Cruz 


magana || GREENPEACE SALES CLAIMS CUSTOMER 
а pa aan ааа P SLKa associate associate service associate 


DESIGNER/ARCHITECH Fundraisers Needed 


MorF teas youd Greenpeace South East Asia needs s 
re in Arehtecturehietor Design a 
woes alar | | people to join and help in our on-street 
akan eee eee es fundraising efforts in the Metro Manila Join one of the fastest growing 
Knows how to prepare cost estimates area. This is a great opportunity to work companies. in the e-commerce industry. We specialize in managing top US” 
[Atleast 2 years experience from а manufacturing | | with the world's largest and most active. я 
Company an added advantage ek WED Yous Witt be based home improvement websites, acting as the backbone of these major 
pec ee a | || working В hours per day, 5 days a week online retailers. We handle backend operations like logistics management, 
& Photo to: | мааи MUT Me ae database maintenance, website design, content development and voice, e-mail 
| ry i гу. We ar 
WESTECHINTERNATIONAL PHILS. INC. | | foking for people who are not аге | GA 
Veteran's Village. x of targets and can work well in a team 
Project 7, Quezon City environment. Sales skills and customer 


ee TERED ا ا‎ a ome А LWCI offers above-average remuneration package and benefits that includes: 


dad jenuine concern for the environment meals, transportation, laundry and medical allowances; healthcare and life 
9 
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PEOPLE 


I HAVE BEEN WORKING INA 
small company for more than 
three years now. Because we 
area small company, I usually 
end up doing so many things 
for my boss. Frankly, most of 
the things Ido are no longer 
in myoriginal job description 
as marketing assistant. 

My worry is that I have not 
specialized in or mastered 
any particular area of the 
marketing function. My boss 
keeps giving me additional 
work even before I have mas- 
tered doing my earlier assign- 
ments. I want to progress in 
my career and apply with a 
large company, but I am 
afraid that I can’t say where 
my competence lies. 

Iwish that I could simplify 
my job and focus on it. That 
way, Ican make my job easier 
and I can specialize in a par- 
ticular area at a time. Can 
you give me some tips on how 
Ican do this? 

Jack of All Trades 


px Your 
CAREER 
{COUNSELOR 
“Ernie O. 
Cecilia 


Accept reality 

It would be ideal if what 
you do at work is exactly what 
you read in your job descrip- 
tion, In reality, as you do your 
job, you will be asked to do 
related things that you or 
your boss did not contemplate 
before as part of your job. As 
you show greater capability to 
take on other jobs, you will 
likely receive additional as- 
signments that will stretch 
your abilities. ‘This could 
complicate matters for you. 

First thing you should do is 
accept the reality that jobs 
change due to changing cus- 
tomer needs and changing 
environment. At the least, 
you should understand why 
these things happen. At best, 
you must learn to accept this 
as a way of life in the new 
workplace. 

Don't make 
your job too easy 

1 am almost tempted to 
give tips on how to make 
your job easier, but I had sec- 


As I usually say, "You are in 
good company!” Hundreds of 
thousands of employees expe- 
rience the same predicament. 
Jobs are so dynamic that if 
you don’t update your job de- 
scription in six months, 
there's a chance that it will 
become obsolete. But updat- 
ing your job description is not 
the essence of your concern, 


How do you remember 


someone’s name at work? 


ally stupid. But I'm in sales 
and no matter what I do I just. 
can'tremember people's names. 
Ithink it’s starting to hurt me. 
Help, whatever your name is. 
Nameless 


WORKING 
| WouNDED h 


Bob 
Rosner 


DEAR WW: THIS SOUNDS RE- A 


Your e-mail reminded me of 
the plight of a recent valedicto- 
rian at Alcee Fortier Senior High 
School in New Orleans. Ironi- 
cally, the student with the high- 
est grade point average in the 
school just can't graduate, It 
turns out that she failed, for the 
fifth time, the state's mandatory 
exit exam and college is in limbo 
until she passes the test. 

And just like that valedicto- 
rian, our relationship with a cli- 
ent can receive top grades and 
we can still lose the sale because 
of one failed test. And it can be 
over something as small as for- 
getting someone's name. I've 
included strategies to keep the 
most important names right on 
the tip of your tongue. For 
more, check out Diane Darling's 
book, "Networking Survival 
Guide" (McGraw Hill, 2003) 

Do you care about remember- 


ing their name? You've passed 
this test by writing to me to ask 
for strategies for remembering 
someone's name. But I fear that. 
you are the exception and not. 
the rule. I've met many people 
who just don't care if they get a 
person's name correct. If you 
don't think someone's name is 
important, remember the last. 
time someone who you did a 
lotof business with forgot yours. 

Do you repeat it? This is an 
easy to overlook, but important 
step. Say their name right after 
they tell you what it is. Be sure 
to give them a chance to correct 
your pronunciation. 1 know that 
many people believe that they 
сап just repeat it in their heads 
for the same result, but there is 
something to actually saying a 
name out loud, 

Can you use it in conversa- 


JOBMarket 
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‘How can I make my job easier? 


ond thoughts 

If you want to keep your 
job, don't make your job look 
easier than itis. Job evalua- 
tion systems tend to give big- 
ger points to more compli- 
cated jobs. Highly routine 
and easy jobs usually get paid 
peanuts or end up being 
outsourced to contractors or 
subcontractors. 

If you want to have a great 
career, look for ways to make 
your job more complicated or 
difficult. If your job now is too 
easy, ask your boss what else 
he can add to your job. Better 
yet, ask which parts of his job 
he can delegate to you, This 
is a great formula for making 
your job more difficult, chal- 
lenging and high-paying. 
There is a long-term benefit in 
doing this. As you keep doing 
part of your boss’ job, you are 
helping him narrow down his 
choice of successors, and you 
are getting the inside track. 

Generalist or specialist 

You can always enhance 
your career, whether you are 
a generalist or a specialist. 
Sometimes, better to 
know well enough about ev- 
erything (generalist) than to 
know everything about one 
area alone (specialist.) Try to 
be both if you can. Doesn't it 
sound nice that, because you 
know a little of everything, 
you can run your department 


whenever your boss is not 
around? 

Try to increase the depth of 
your knowledge in as many 
areas as you can. Learn as 
much as you can about every 
job that your boss entrusts to 
you, even if it is not your 
main responsibility. 

Career shift 

Don't worry too much that 
you don't have a specializa- 
tion when you apply with 
large companies. Most em- 
ployers today hire for attitude 
and fit with the organization, 
They train for skills. When I 
got hired by San Miguel for a 
human resource position, 1 
had no HR experience at all. 
Later in my career, I held top 
HR posts in other large com- 
panies. 

Just do a great job every 
time, make a good track 
record, show willingness and 
ability to learn fast, never 
burn your bridges, and career 
moves even to other compa- 
nies can be easy for you. 
Make every job a learning ex- 
perience for you. 

Do more, learn more 

Whenever you stretch the 
breadth and depth of your 
area of responsibility, you 
tend to achieve more. You 
also learn more. 

Bosses have the knack of 
giving additional assignments 
to people they can trust to do 


suceaT 


something until they write it 
down. 1 always try to ask some: 
one for a business card and then 
jot down something about them 
to help me remember our con- 
versation. 

With so many things on all of 
our to-do lists it's a wonder that 
we even remember our own 
name, Use these tips and you'll 
get top grades from your clients. 

Here are the results from a 
recent workingwounded.com/ 
ABCnews.com online ballot 
How would you rate your ability 
to remember people's names? 

—Top notch, 8.3 percent 

—Average, 45.1 percent 

—What was the question? 
46.5 percent 

(Mr. Rosner, an internationally ndi 
cated columnist, author and speaker, is 
basedin Settle, Washington, USA Email 
him at bob@workingwounded. 
com.) 


tion? Have you ever had a con- 
versation with someone you just 
met who repeats your name in 
every sentence? I hate it. Then 
again, repetition can really help 
so it's a good idea to repeat their 
name judiciously throughout 
your conversation. 

Can you connect the name to 
something? You might see a 
guy named Dan and think of a 
big fan. Or Sue and think about 
her blue eyes. Okay, these both 
seem simple and that is the 
point. You want to find a little 
trick, association or reference 
that will be both simple and 
memorable. Don't expect this to 
Jeap immediately to mind, you 
might have to talk to them for a 
bit to come up with something 
that you can link to their name. 

Do you write it down? Some 
people don’t really remember 


ILLUSTRATION BY. STEPH 


the job well. When your boss 
gives you more work outside 
of your usual job, take it as a 
learning opportunity. Learn 
as much as you can, interact 
more with your boss, get 
more directions, anticipate 
his future needs, and surprise 
him always with a great per- 
formance whenever he as- 
signs something new to you. 
Truly, you will end up do- 
ing more and reaping more 
rewards if you consistently do 
what needs to be done, not 
just what you are told to do, 


regardless whose job it isl 

(Public service announce 
ment: There will be a grand 
reunion of all alumni of the 
University of Nueva Caceres, 
Naga City in September this 
year. Alumni in Metro Manila 
can e-mail me their contact 
details so that the Organizing 
Committee сап contact 
them.) 

(Mr. Cecilia is the president and 
CEO of EC Business Solutions and 
Career Center, a human resource 
consulting firm. E-mail feedback to 
ernie_cecilia@yahoo.com.) 


DOLE offers Independence 
Day jobs and livelihood 
Jair for workers 


THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
and Employment (DOLE) will 
bring its legal and welfare assis- 
tance onsite to local as well as 
overseas Filipino... workers 
(OFWs) during the 2006 Inde 
pendence Day Jobs and Liveli 
hood Pair at Rizal Park in Manila 
on June 12, 

Acting Labor Secretary Danilo 
P. Cruz said that the onsite legal 
and welfare assistance comple- 
ments the government's effort to 
provide more than 30,000 em- 
ployment opportunities courtesy 
of some 135 local employers and 
34 licensed overseas employ- 
ment agencies during the fair. 

“Through such services, we 
hope to be able to assist and suc: 
cessfully resolve the labor-related 
problems of our clients including 
labor and management,” he said. 

Labor Undersecretary for la- 
bor relations Manuel б. Imson, 
on the other hand, said that ap- 
propriate services will also be 
Set up on site to assist the wel- 
fare queries and needs of OFWs 
and would-be OFW. 

“Indeed, the provision of such 
services, in consonance with the 
country's labor-management 
harmony and peace, gives 


added significance to our cel 
ebration of the 108th Anniver- 
sary of the country's Indepen- 
dence with the theme, Pag- 
kakaisa Para sa Matatag na 
Republika,” Imson said. 

He said that a total of eight 
DOLE offices, agencies, and per- 
tinent organizations are partici- 
pating in the provision of onsite 
legal services through special 
booths designated for the pur- 
pose at the Luneta Park. 

They are the DOLE's National 
Capital Region Office (DOLE- 
NCR), as well as the NCR 
branches of the National Con- 
ciliation and Mediation Board, 
the National Labor Relations 
Commission, the Regional Tri- 
partite Wages and Productivity 
Board (RTWPB)-NCR, and the 
Regional Tripartite Industrial 
Peace Council (RTIPC-NCR). 

‘Also on hand to assist the 
welfare-related and other perti- 
nent needs of workers, specially 
OFWs, are the Overseas Workers 
Welfare Administration (Ow- 
wa)-NCR, as well as the DOLE's 
Maritime Training Council 
(MTC), and the National Mari- 
time Polytechnic (NMP) 

Source: www.dole gov.ph 


A working grandmother 


By Teresa R. Tunay, OCDS 


WHEN I WAS VERY SMALL AND DID NOT YET UNDERSTAND 

‚ things about God, my grandmother told me, “Si Hesus, palagi nating 
kasama iyan. Isipin mo lang Siya at nandiyan na Siya, puwede mo Siyang 
kausapin.” (Jesus is always there for из. Just think of Him and 
He's there, you may converse with Him.) I believed her, maybe 
because she was a very kind woman and her talk would almost 
always refer to “ang sabi ng Panginoon” (what the Lord says). Young 
and impressionable as I was, I imagined she was always in con- 
versation with Jesus because she was always reading the Bible 
and would even tell us children when she'd dream of Jesus. 

Only much later, in adulthood, did I realize how long-last- 
ing and powerful that childhood impression could Бе. When 
I'm in really trying situations at work—particularly when feel- 

1 ing misunderstood by superiors or very competitive peers (and 
you know how ferocious some media people can be)—my 
grandmother's words about the presence of Jesus would come 
to mind and I would “automatically,” almost unconsciously 
engage in a mental conversation with Him! 1 would remem- 
ber “ang sabi ng Panginoon:” Love your enemies. Do good to those 
who hate you. Turn the other cheek. Learn from me, for 1 am 

1 meek and humble of heart. Then 1 would be at peace doing 
my work as usual, thinking, “This, too, shall pass.” 

‘My grandmother was not a “working woman” but she was 
always working. Raising 15 children (unthinkable for mel) 
she would still find time to feed and bathe the pigs and recycle. 
paper and read the Bible. Reading today's Gospel reminded 
me of her— realize she was/is a true "disciple" of Jesus, the 
first to have been sent into my life. (E-mail the author at 
teresa de manilaGyahoo.com) 


REFLECTIONS 
FOR THE 


sucat 


Gospel: Mt. 28:16-20 
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit... And behold, 1 
am with you always, until the end ofthe age." 


Divine help in business 
By Bishop Precioso D. Cantillas, SDB, DD 


WHEN 1 RECEIVED MY FIRST ASSIGNMENT AS A NEW 
priest, my Superior just casually told me to go to our Semi- 
nary-College and be the Dean of Studies. Unlike Jesus in 
today's Gospel who gave specific instructions to His disciples, 
and assurance of His abiding presence among them, my Supe: 
rior gave me no papers and other documents which would 
guide me in my task; and no promise of a supportive presence 
was given me either. But I did go to my assigned work, armed 
more with a strong faith—that it is God, who, through my 
superiors, has given me the mission and that He will not fail 
to help me accomplish what He wanted me to do—than with 
my academic preparation and training. Somehow, 1 was able 
to fulfill satisfactorily the requirements of my job. 

Managers and executives in a highly competitive business 
and workplace, however, would make sure that workers are 
selected from among those with high academic or technical 
preparation and training, and given precise job instructions 
and formation. Their professional sense would require the 
workers to perform with high standard and efficiency. Their 
business orientation would drive the employees to maximum 
productivity and profit. They would provide job security and 
fringe benefits which will assure the workers to stay at work 
for life. In short, they would seem to rely more on human 
capacity than on some “divine help” promised by Jesus, in the 
affairs of business and work. 

Work and business would be much more rewarding and 
fulfilling if at the foundation of our human standards we be- 
lieve in Jesus and in the “indwelling presence” of the Blessed 
‘Trinity within us. (E-mail che author at mfvg@skyinet.net) 
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StindayINQUIRER magazine 


The former Playboy 
model bares her 
passion for a new 
love—teaching 
psychology 


From 
nude mo 


TETCHIE AGBAYANI 
_ feels absolutely fabulous 


By НЕ Sp ‚саг pancho 
photogre |. Sarmiento 


“1 play de a depressed, 6 Ere) a ееп mother, Jolina 
sole parent,” says the actre: 

“She's seen her glory days pass, s 
allot of angst. She had this dream of marrying a diner 
which didn't happen, so she's hoping that her daughter 
will fulfill some of her dreams." To page 2 


[Tet hie к= 


The character couldn't be further from Agbayani's real 
life. Not only does Tetchie still look fabulous at 44 and em- 
inently well-adjusted, but she's found fulfillment in her 
family life, and a nei love: teaching. If you ask her about 
her life these days, it seems her glory days are just begin- 
ning. A 

Believe it or not, the former beauty queen and model, 
who won nationwide notoriety in 1981 when she became 
the first Filipina to pose nude for Playboy magazine, is now 
teaching psychology to junior and senior psychology ma- 

{ jors at St, Joseph's College in Quezon City, her alma mater. 
Not only that, but this semester, she hopes to finish her the- 
sis, the final hurdle in earning her Master’s degree in Coun- 
seling Psychology from the Ateneo de Manila University. Af- 
ter that, who knows? At this point, Dr. Tetchie isn’t too 
much of a reach, 

Is this one of those mid-life career shifts we've been hear- 
ing about? 

“I suppose so,” says Tetchie. “I think when you hit that 
stage you make a huge transition in your life. But it wasn't 
a spur-of-the-moment decision. It was something I've al- 
ways contemplated doing—pursuing an education. When I 
dropped out of architecture in 1978, 1 did it with a heavy 
heart, but I had no choice at that time.” 

An independent streak 

Born Visitacion Parado in Abra in 1961, Tetchie grew up 
in Manila, one of a brood of 14 brothers and sisters. Her 
parents and eventually all of her siblings migrated to the 
US, but while in Manila, Tetchie attended the University of 
Santo Tomas grade school and high school. 

Even then, she already had an independent streak, 

“I declared independence from my parents at age 16,” 
she says. While still in high school, she joined the Mutya ng 
Pilipinas beauty pageant, where she became a runner up. 
Her dark-skinned good looks soon caught the eye of fashion 
designers, and in no time she was doing ramp work and 
print ads as a model. 

"The first money I made as a model I spent on my college 
tuition fee at UST," she says. "I felt cool, but as I progressed 
I realized that architecture was a very demanding course. I 
would walk around the campus with my best friend then 
and draw the statues. But it took a lot of time, and I had to 
work. I took a job as one of the in-house models at the 
Philippine Village Hotel. At that time it was the ‘in’ thing to 
have a luncheon fashion show. I found it difficult to go back 
and forth from school to work and back to school, so I de- 
cided to forego school and work full-time.” 

Modeling soon led to television work, then to the movies, 
and later, the theater, Before Tetchie knew it, she was one of 
the busiest model/actresses in town. 

“There was never an opportunity to go back to school, 
but it was always at the back of my mind,” she says. 

‘When she embarked on a showbiz career in earnest, she 
had been going by her real nickname “Tette,” but to distin- 
guish her from another actress who was already using the 
name “Tet,” producer Jesse Ejercito named her “Tetchie.” 
‘The name stuck, and only months later, it would become a 
household word. 

When she turned 21, Tetchie was asked to pose for a 
spread by the German edition of Playboy magazine, and 
she promptly said “yes.” 

“When I did ‘Playboy’ my intention was to project myself 
as a model showing curves, the curves of a woman's body,” 
she recalls. "Ir was not so much exposing the breasts or the 
private parts—it was more the nice flow.” 

Shot on a pristine beach in Siargao, the spread portrayed 
Tetchie as a sort of Pacific island siren: when she was 
clothed it was in a sarong and lei; more often she was clad 
only in her natural beauty. The photographer made the 
most of Tetchie’s seamless tan and lustrous black hair. Al- 
though it wasn't the issue's centerfold, the spread caused a 
sensation, at least in the model's home country. 

In 1981, it wasn't as easy to get Playboy as itis now: tech- 
nically, it was still banned under martial law, and people 
had to go all the way to the PX stores in Dau, Pampanga to 
get copies. And this was the German edition. Somehow, 
copies began circulating, in some cases changing hands for 
anywhere from P700 to 1,200—quite a bit of money in 
1981. 

"AIL of a sudden I became a household name," recalls 
Tetchie, “Everybody knew me. People were making money 
out of me, selling Tshirts, mugs, cigarette cases with my 
pictures on them.” 

Tetchie та! 

Soon the country was in the full grip of Tetchie mania, 
Outraged, the self-styled “guardians of public decency,” led 
by their spokesperson at the time, Polly Cayetano, filed a 
lawsuit against Tetchie, charging her with obscenity. The 
case caused a media sensation, The Siguion-Reyna law of- 
fice (at the time one of the most influential law firms in the 
country) dispatched one of their legal eagles to represent 
her pro bono as voices pro or con Tetchie's nude photos 
were raised in all media. 

“I was drawn into a surreal world," recalls Tetchie. “It 
had a positive effect on my career, but it had a negative ef- 
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Teacher Tetchie: "I 
play a lot of roles tor 
my students—mentor, 


fect on me. It was an emotional bur- 
den. During the time, different quarters 
were giving their say about the whole 
issue: the Catholic church, the femi- 
nists were all talking about me. I didn't 
want to go out of my room because I 
didn’t want to cause a commotion, I 
had a lot of invitations to go on shows, 
and if I were publicity hungry I would 
have gone to all of them, but I didn't. I 
just chose to be some sort of recluse, I 
suppose. I didn't want to fan the fire. 
But all these comments about me, 1 just 
absorbed them and asked, ‘Ganoon ba 
ako? Is that who I am? Is that what I'm 
all about?” I was clear about what I did. 
It was a job. 1 am a model and models 
use their bodies to express their art, 
their work, their craft. I think it was a 
big deal that finally, after seeing so 
many women grace the cover of Play- 
boy, a Filipina was deemed worthy to 
pose for it, and it just so happened that 
that person was me. To me it was just a 
job, I didn’t understand what the fuss 
was all about.” 

In 1983, the case was finally 
dropped. By that time, Tetchie had also 
posed for another nude spread in the 
Dutch edition of Playboy, but it drew 
much less attention. Much later, 
Tetchie would meet her erstwhile critic 
Polly Cayetano at a television pro- 
gram. 

Hot property 

"Our paths crossed, and we talked," 
she reports. " She was a nice lady when 
I met her, I believe she liked me too 
when she met me, so there.” 

Strangely enough, Tetchie doesn't 
even have a copy of the famous issue of 
Playboy. 

“| downloaded a few pictures from 
the Internet, for posterity,” she says. 

In 1981, however, the Playboy con- 
troversy had the more immediate effect 
of making Tetchie hot property. 

“Producers like to box you in, and 
the roles that came my way were all in 
the mold of the sexy young thing,” she 
says. “1 understood that I had a show- 
biz persona, but that was just a per- 
sona. Apart from that persona there 
was the real self in me, the self that was 
young, inquisitive and is willing to 
search for adventure, a self that wants 
to define her own values, her own prin- 
ciples, the self that asks what is right 
and wrong, what is inspired or painful 


With pride and joy, 
daughter China 


Low Tide 


The sun surrenders to our eyes 

Ina blood-streaked sky, 

our feet ankle-deep in sea grass and sea, 
Behind us is Witches! Island 

under full moon contrived there 

by legend not of our own. 

We are no longer in ts map. 

We become an island chain wading 
trusting our courage 

before an ocean crouched down, 
speaking names of lovers and beloveds 
who are a hundred lighthouses away. 
As the horizon turns to an edgeless dark 


we walk back to shore across starfish domain, 


our soles salvaged by sand, 


in my life, existential questions like 
that. T was living in two worlds, the sur- 
real and the real, and I found myself 
spending more time in the surreal 
world, being my showbiz persona. I 
was not so happy because 1 was ne- 
glecting my real world and my real self 
that also yearns and needs growing 
and attention. If you stay in the surreal 
world long enough and are so taken 
with the showbiz persona, you can lose 
yourself. And 1 didn't want to be de- 
voured by the system.” 

At the height of her fame, exactly 
two days before Ninoy Aquino came 
home and was shot on the airport tar- 
mac, Tetchie left the country to join her 
family in California. 

"It was my intention to go back to 
school," she says. "I was one of those 
baduy Pinoys who bought those cheap 
eyeglasses with no grade, to look stu- 
dious and nerdy and bright. I wanted to 
go to UCLA or Loyola Marymount. Boy, 
was that a dream! I was rudely awak- 
ened by the realization that it would 
cost an arm and a leg to go to the 
schools that I wanted. It was like 
$60,000 per semester, and I certainly 
couldn't afford that. 

Homesick in Hollywood 

Instead, Tetchie found herself sign- 
ing up with the William Morris talent 
agency and auditioning for movie 


Two poems by Ned Parfan 


Our paperboat stories 

are left to chances of drowning, 
rippling love spells and lore 

with hopes cf hauling back the tides. 


Grandmother’s Coffin Exiting 


The stale alr despalrs 
to disperse outside 
this gray house. 
Death of leaves. 

falls upon our steps 
as we move out. 


She will leave her trace 
irreplaceable 
оп marginal things 


roles. After all, she was within spitting 
distance of Hollywood. 

All in all, Tetchie made seven films 
while she was in the US. The most 
memorable are John Boorman's "The 
Emerald Forest,” which brought her to 
the Amazon rainforest in Brazil, and 
Richard Benjamin's "The Money Pit,” 
which starred Tom Hanks, But these 
small parts were not enough to make 
her go completely Hollywood. In 1987, 
homesick for the Philippines, she de- 
cided to pack it in and head for home. 

"I was one month shy of swearing in 
and getting my American citizenship,” 
she says. “But when the time came 
when I had to choose, 1 just could not. 
Tm Pinoy. Iwill always be Pinoy. I could 
not swear allegiance to another flag. So 
all my siblings are Americans, I'm the 
only Pinoy in the family. And I do not 
regret that.” 

Tetchie settled in Boracay, where she 
had bought a piece of land earlier, 
keeping her Manila apartment for the 
times when she had to work. “What 
does that tell you? 1 like my private life. 
1 guard it fiercely,” she says. 

She soon got back in the groove of lo- 
cal showbiz, landing the prominent 
role of Sisa in Eddie Romero's TV seri- 
alization of “Noli Me Tangere” and do- 
ing stage plays for PETA and the Cultur- 
al Center of the Philippines. For the 
next two years, she shuttled back and 
forth, until Boracay got'to be too 
crowded and commercialized, and lost 
some of its charm for her. 

Tetchie underwent another rite of 
passage when she became a mother, 
giving birth to daughter China. 

“When she turned two, I stopped act- 
ing totally and became a full-time 
mom,” she says. “When she started to 
attend kindergarten, I was the one who 
suffered separation anxiety. I halted my 
career, and all of a sudden, what am I 
going to do the whole morning? I had 
no work, I had no career, I had no social 
life." 

The answer, as it turned out, was 
right next door. Having enrolled her 
daughter in St. Joseph's College in 
1995, Tetchie decided to check out its 
college department. 

“It was more like going through all 
the courses and knowing which courses 
you don't belong in," she says. "I don't. 
belong in the management depart- 
ment, that's not me. I didn't want to get. 
into mass comm, even though I could 
be ‘mass comportable’ in terms of aca- 
demics. They were planning to open a 
theater arts course which I was playing 
around with, but that got dissolved. 1 
asked the registrar: what courses are 
good here, and she said ‘psychology is 
difficult here but the teachers are 
good.’ O sige, I said, sign me up for B.S. 
Psychology.” 

Much to her surprise, she loved it, 
even if she had to start as a freshman 
again, having to take RE. 

Higher studies 

“Thank God I was exempted from 
having to wear a uniform because of 
my age,” she says. “It might look good 
оп me, but it's not right for me any- 
more, But they did nurture me and take 
care of me for four years at St, Joseph's, 
and I'm very grateful for that.” 

Tetchie graduated with a B.S. in Psy- 
chology from St. Joseph's in 2000 and 
found herself, at 39, wondering what 
she was going to do after college. 

“It was either go back to showbiz full- 
time, join the corporate world, or pursue 
higher studies,” she says. “1 took one year 
to rest and really suss it over, and decided 
that I really wanted to pursue psycholo- 
gy" To her delight, she was accepted in 
the Ateneo de Manila University’s M.A. 
program in Counseling Psychology in 
2001, and the next three years were spent 
in the groves of academe, learning at thé 
feet of such revered professors as Fr 
Jaime Bulatao, S.J. To page 7 


like the boldly marked lines 
оп the chopping board, 
the folds of her sleeping mat. 


Her husband sobs 
in his wheelchair, 
attacked by his heart 
On thelr marriage bed 
her five-year-old stepson 
fidgets with his legos 


while the boy's mother, 
the woman frozen 

ina kitchen corner 
with eyes on her toes, 
wonders what to cook 
for dinner. 


When the Holy Spirit filled them during Pentecost, Christ's 
disciples could speak different tongues and be understood 
by the people around them. 

That's because rapture 


by Cecille Tuble, RC needs no translation. 


Earn Your Degree or 
Career Diploma at Home! 


Eam your Degree or Carcer Diploma that could change 
your life without attending college. At Penn Foster Career 
School. we've spent more than a hundred years training 
people for exiting profitable careers. From our 
Beginnings in 1891, we have become a world leader in 
training for business industry, science and technology. 


Rapture 


Mammaen by STEPH BRAVO 


NE of the simple joys of 
"maidenhood" is the occa- 
sional chance to visit the 


family and babysit one's little nieces 
and nephews. The longing makes one 
receptive to what these kids have to 
teach us faded and jaded grown-ups, 
with the added horus that when their 
angelic dispositions expire and they 
turn cranky, one can always return 
them to their parents without qualm or 
conscience. (My harried sister, taking 
back a squirming toddler in her arms, 
once lamented: “I wish they came 


| was babysitting my 10-month-old 
niece, who was at that climbing and 
exploring stage when | was momen- 
tarily distracted, Before | knew it, she 
had discovered the marvels of the 
dining table's underbelly, and was 
now examining the intricacies of our 
dog's fur. Our dog, a gentle and affec- 
tionate German Shepherd, suffered 
the indignity with calm resignation. | 
hastily plucked the sticky-fingered 
pint-sized explorer and carried her 
‘off to the kitchen sink to wash her 
hands. | held her in front of me, and 
seated her on the rim of the sink with 
her feet on its cool surface. As | held 
her tiny hands under the tap and 
turned the faucet on, she blinked in 
surprise and slowly turned to look at 
me, her eyes big as saucers, lips half 
parted, with the most beautiful ex- 


Revisiting Burnham 
For C ond A 


What I remember is this: 

A light rain falling 

On the lake, 

Falling on the concrete park bench, 
On garden patches just planted 

To daisies. 


And we ran for shelter, 

‘Underneath the precarious roof 
Ога rickety boat. 

Paddling about, we spoke of 

Nothing in particular — 

Only the dreariness of the afternoon, 
Our boredom and aimlessness, 

Our hopeless passions, 

‘And how strange it was 

That we had paddled so much 

But had not gotten far, whichever way, 
Towards whichever harbor. 


‘And so | return to the park once more, 
To remember how it was 

To be young together, here: 

It is the same crowds | find 

Though the willows have grown old 
And weary 

Asl have. 


1 do not know exactly 

What | wish to find, or reclaim: 

An effortless solitude, 

Perhaps the sense of Imagined depth 

And vastness, 

“The un-murky future we secretly wished for 
In that remote 

And tranquil 

Afternoon of our youth. 


Priscilla Supnet Macansantos 
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pression on her face. It was pure rap- 
ture. Rapture filled her entire being, and 
it took my breath away. 

The memory of my baby niece's rap- 
turous face lingered with me for several 
days, and brought me to the birthday of 
the Church which we celebrated last 
Sunday. Perhaps one way of reflecting 
upon the feast of Pentecost, when the 
Spirit came upon the disciples and Mary 
in the Cenacle (which we Catholics 
commemorate as the third glorious 
mystery of the rosary), is to consider 
this experience of rapture: Three 
points: 

First, rapture means being awakened 
by glory into wondrous joy. From the 
drudgery of mere existence, we wake 
up to the stunning truth that, in the 
words of the poet-priest Gerard Manley 
Hopkins, “The world is charged with 
the grandeur of God.” Perhaps this is 
why they call childhood “the wonder 
years"—children have not lost their in- 
посепсе, which is actually an innate 
sense of God's goodness permeating 
the world, waiting to be discovered. 

The journey into faith involves the 
same awakening: the God who came, 
"pitched his tent among us", suffered, 
died and rose again, and will stay with us 
forever. Life, as we knew it, is turned 
gloriously upside down, inside out, and 
made new. 

Second, rapture is not just surprise at 
some pleasant discovery. The glorious 


awakening by which rapture bursts up- 
оп us leads to an overflowing, joyous 
gratitude. It is sheer gift marked by un- 
believable abundance. The disciples at 
Pentecost were filled with the Holy 
Spirit, impelling them to proclaim and 
bear witness to what they had experi- 
enced. So, too, shall we, when we find 
the grace to live life gratefully, and 
therefore, joyfully and passionately. 

Lastly, when my little niece turned to 
me with her rapturous smile, she did 
not (and could not) use words. Nor did 
1 need any: | spontaneously responded 
with delight at her delight, drawn irre- 
sistibly into her joy. Perhaps that is why 
the disciples could speak different 
tongues and yet be understood by the 
people around them. Rapture needs no 
translation. 

Joseph Campbell, the famous anthro- 
pologist who spent his whole life study- 
ing the wisdom of the world’s cultures, 
was once asked what he thought people 
looked for in life. He surprised his inter- 
viewer by saying that, in his opinion, 
people were not really after the mean- 
ing of life. He said, instead: “I think that 
what we're seeking is an expression of 
being alive.... so that we actually feel the 
rapture of being alive.” 

Pentecost is about awakening to the 
glory and gratitude of a God who re- 
stores and sustains us into life in abun- 
dance. Live the rapture. 
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People for the Planet 


by Ruel S. De Vera 


OW far are you willing to go for some- 
ing you believe in? What would you 
kd 

Just about anything, 
if you're Rochelle В. Re- 
godon, the otherwise shy-^ 
30-year-old ^ Campaigns . 

Manager of the animal rights 
group People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
(PETA) Asia-Pacific. 

Regodon was once detained in Singapore for interrupt- 
ing a speech by Australian Prime Minister John Howard 
and for dressing up as Santa Claus with a placard declaring 
"Peace on Earth for all Animals. Boycott KFC!" outside the 
chicken fast food outlet. 

Held for over six hours after the Howard incident, she 
admits not knowing what would happen to her next. "But 
at least we got the message across," she adds. The message 
urged consumers to boycot Australian wool because of 
mulesing, the process of removing folds of skin from the 
tail area of sheep to prevent infestation by fly maggots, a 
practice that PETA activists claim is harmful to the ani- 
mals. Regodon would eventually be released both times, 
with no charges filed. 

Homecoming 

That seems to be par for the course in the life of this 
woman who thinks nothing of dressing up as animals.to 
get PETA's point across. The group has recently set up a 
seven-staff Asia-Pacific office in Makati. The posting is 
some sort of homecoming for Regodon. 

When she was eight months old, Regodon's parents 
Manuel and Josephine moved to Hong Kong where they 
run a teaching center. This middle child among three kids 
took her BA at the City University of Hong Kong and went 
on to Macquarie University in Australia for her Masters in 
International Communication. 

It was in Sydney as a volunteer at an animal shelter that 
Regodon, already an animal lover by then, educated her- 
self on the concept of animal rights. "It wasn't just about 
caring for companion animals at home, but extending that 
compassion to other animals, period. That includes farm 
animals and those used in science. I figured I wanted to do 
more for them," she explains. 

Regodon returned to Hong Kong to take up her rather 
ho-hum existence as editor in a financial firm, but not be- 
fore hooking up with PETA Asia-Pacific director Jason Bak- 


RN ARATAS 


Regodon and her PETA mates earn their stripes in this protest 
against the Manila Zoo 
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Rochelle Regodon and the 
animal rights group 
People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals are 
finally on local shores 
with their trove of 
attention-grabbing tactics, 
like splashing paint on 
people wearing fur 


ег. That was in 2002. Starting out as а 
part-time volunteer, she eventually be- 
came a full-time volunteer and cur- 
rently, Campaigns Manager 

‘The Hong Kong permanent resident 
who spoke Cantonese found that she 
had to learn to speak Filipino, starting 
with what she calls “Barok Tagalog.” 
Being a vegan in the Philippines turned 
out to be less of a challenge, she real- 
ized. The country is much more vegan- 
friendly than she expected, says Re- 
godon. “I've even started to cook. I was 
just so surprised that I could cook ve- 
gan dishes on my own with all the о 
tions available in local supermarkets. 

PETA Asia-Pacific handles cam- 
paigns throughout Asia, including Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand, but excluding 
India, which has its own PETA office. 
Though PETAs Makati office was only 
established early this year, animal 
rights activists have been active here 
for several years now. And they've cer- 
tainly kept busy. 

Animal welfare standards 

The group once had protesters 
crammed into cages in Harrison Plaza 
to protest KFC's way of handling chick- 
ens. They also put up а 50-foot bill- 
board beside a KFC outlet along Edsa 
that depicted KFC founder Col. 
Sanders stabbing a chicken. The bill- 
board was taken down within the day. 
PETA's beef with KFC, Regodon says, 
lies in the chain's refusal to institute 
animal welfare standards, unlike other 
chains like McDonald's and Burger 
King. 

The group's stand extends beyond 
the use of animals as food. On Tuesday 
this week, PETA led a protest action 
right outside the Manila Zoo to stress 


the organization's stand about animals 
being kept in captivity. “What we do is 
bring the message out there for the 
public to talk about. We are a PR firm 
for animals,” says Regodon. “We want 
all animals to be left alone. People can 
do things like not go to zoos or become 
vegetarian, which is the best way be- 


cause then you save 70 animals a 


year” 
Go vegan 

Going vegetarian is at the heart of 
PETA’ push in the Philippines. "We're 
not a particularly meat-eating society,” 
observes Regodon. “Like other coun- 
tries in Asia, we're just accustomed to 
the idea that meat is a staple. It doesn't 
have to be. People weren't meant to eat 
meat in the first place.” 

Regodon is part of a vanguard that 
disseminates PETA's ideas through me- 
dia, be it printed leaflets, websites and, 
уез, the unique protests that PETA is fa- 
mous—or notorious—for. This is, after 
all, the organization known for splash- 
ing paint at people wearing fur in other 
countries. In the group's long-running 
feud with Vogue editor in chief Anna 
Wintour, PETA members once threw a 
tofu pie in this fashion editor's face in 
Paris and dunked а dead raccoon into 
her lunch in New York. PETA takes um- 
brage at Wintour's continued use of fur 
in her magazine's fashion spreads. 

Some might call them crazy or over- 
the-top, but Regodon says that their an- 
tics are all part of waging a battle for 
minds in the current climate. "We think 
ош of the box. We're creative and use 
different strategies. We need to get 
people to sit up and take notice. If we 
do generic things, people aren't likely 
to talk about the issue,” she says. “This 
is the MTV generation and we some- 
times need to use shock tactics.” 

The group's campaign for vegetari- 
anism has also spawned very slick ads 
that feature celebrities shedding their 
clothes to promote the idea of going 
without meat. In the Philippines, the 
best-known example is the eye-catch- 
ing print ad featuring model Isabel Ro- 
ces on a bed of red chili peppers. “She's 
so fantastic to work with," says Re- 
godon. 

The Philippines, she notes, makes for 
an excellent nerve center for PETA de- 
spite the lack of Internet connectivity in 
the country’s rural areas that prevent 
more people from accessing PETA's ma- 
terials online. “Here in Asia, this is 
where we need to be,” says Regodon. 
“We need to reach a larger audience. 
There's a lot to do in Asia and that's 
why we're here. Very few groups focus 
on animal rights though there are a lot 
of animal welfare groups,” she says. 

Bigger picture 

She notes that while people in the 
Philippines are quite aware of the need 
to be kind to their “companion ani- 
mals” (their preferred term for “pets,” 
which they say denotes some kind of 
ownership), many Filipinos don't see 
farmed animals the same way. "Unfor- 
tunately, people still see farmed ani- 
mals as food. People need to go beyond 
that and look at the bigger picture." 

It also hasn't escaped their notice 
that PETA shares the same acronym 
with the pioneering Philippine Educa- 
tional Theater Association. "People 
who want to contact us get to them by 
chance, and vice-versa," says Regodon. 
The staff of both organizations ends up 
amicably fielding each other's calls. 

Constantly in search of volunteers, 
PETA Asia-Pacific intends to work with 
other animal rights’ groups such as the 
Philippine Animal Welfare Society 
(PAWS) on its more localized cam- 
paigns. It also intends to set up a per- 
manent Hong Kong office. 

In the meantime, PETA Asia-Pacific is 
raring to get out there and spread its 
wings. 105 ready to make a racket, 
whether the Philippines is ready or not. 
And Rochelle Regodon isn't about to 
chicken out. "People think it's ridicu- 
lous (that we dress up as animals), but 
we're really making a statement that 
people need to be aware of. And for 
that, we're willing to do what 
takes.” 


For more information, log on to 
huep://www.pinoyveg.org, or e-mail 
pilipinas@peta.org. You may also call or 
text 0919-5318314 or 0915-5175271. 
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Clowning at the 
Khumbu after 
“summiting”: 

(From left) Allan 
Gutierrez, Gemmo 
Soho, Romi 
Garduce, Dennis 
Mariano, myself. 
and Buboy 
Pacursa 
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video, “Everest 
Watch" 


nu, Everest started its physical training last March, | 


could barely do crunches. Completing 30 of them 
drove.me to the brink of losing consciousness. Lift- 
ing a barbell the size of a hamburger patty left me 
breathless, 

Fortunately, by the time our trainer, Prof. Bert Madrigal of 
the University of the Philippines College of Human Kinetics, 
was through with me, I could do 600 crunches, lift weights 
heavier than my body mass, and jog for about seven kilome- 
ters. 

Such pre-coverage preparation partly explains why the 
Mt. Everest project was easily the most difficult in my ca- 
reer. 

In my years of journalism, 1 have found myself in the mid- 
dle of an Al Qaeda bombing in London, the start of the hunt 
for Osama Bin Laden in Jalalabad, Eastern Afghanistan, pre- 
war Iraq, a helicopter crash in Nueva Ecija, Marine opera- 
tions in Mindanao against the Abu Sayyaf, the Malacahang 
siege by Estrada loyalists on May 1, 2001, and anti-kidnap- 
ping operations in Leyte and Metro Manila, not to mention 
countless disasters and tragedies. 

Small gasps 

However, the Mt. Everest project more than tested our lim- 
its--we had to function well despite being deprived of one 
basic tool for survival: AIR. Working at Base Camp 17,500 
feet above sea level meant we had to take small gasps of air, 
rather than breathing in deeply. We could not even drink a 
glass of water straight; we had to take small sips between 
resting, otherwise we could choke. 

When we left Manila on April 15 for Kathmandu, Nepal, 
we were all excited to go to Base Camp. It was a historic cov- 
erage--the first attempt of one of three Filipinos to scale ће 
summit of Mt. Everest. GMA-7 was sponsoring one of them, 
Romi Garduce, a thirtysomething IT manager from Bataan. 
Romi reached the summit on May 19. Two others, Leo Ora- 
cion and Erwin "Pastor" Emata, who were sponsored by ABS- 
CBN, scaled the top on May 17 and 18, respectively. 

“The political crises in Kathmandu and bad weather slowed 
us down for about two days until we were able to book a 


We slept on blocks of ice, took a total of one 


shower in a month and found our steps 


and brain slowing down as we trekked up 


to function well despite being deprived of ^ 


one basic tool for survival: AIR! 


flight via Yeti airlines to Lukla town, 
the first stopover to Mt. Everest. From 
Lukla, we traveled 140 kms. through 
six towns that took us all of 11 days, 
not including days when we had to ac- 
climatize ourselves on nearby moun- 
tains. That meant climbing areas as 
high as Mt. Makiling almost every oth- 
er day even during our rest days, just to 
prevent high altitude sickness. 

During our trek, I noticed that the 
higher we climbed, the slower we be- 
came. At the start, I could take an un- 
limited number of steps. But as the al- 
titude increased, I could only manage 
100, then 50, 20 and finally 10 steps. 
When we reached Base Camp, I was 
crawling, managing only three steps at 
a time. 

Extreme conditions 

In Lobuche, the trail was so cold and 
difficult 1 thought it would be the end 
of my career, and that it would end 
with a helicopter rescue. At Gorak 
Shep, the entire GMA Team Everest 
had its first shower after 10 days of 
trekking under extreme conditions; we 
were ecstatic. We found a hor shower 
room which cost some 300 rupees 
(about $4) for each shower. I enjoyed it 
so much I didn’t realize that I had used 
up my ration of water in the middle of 
my bath. “Water, Mr. Phemba! Water!,” 
1 called out to the lodge owner, my 
body still covered with soap. Our next 
shower would be in Kathmandu, on 
our way back to Manila. In rhe mean- 
time, we had to content ourselves with 
baby wipes, alcohol, and other antisep- 
tic preparations. 

We finally reached Base Camp on 
April 30. Almost nightly, 1 would wake 
up gasping for air. Oxygen is so thin 
you really need to exert effort to 
breathe it in, and even at that, you 
could only get about half of what your 
body needed. Just carrying a laptop 
from tent to tent, a seven-meter dis- 
tance, would send me catching my 
breath. I felt like an asthma patient 
desperately reaching for his inhaler 


On May 5, heavy snow fell on Base 
Camp. At 5 p.m., room temperature 
was 15 degrees below the freezing 
point. I zipped my tent to keep out the 
cold air, small comfort since my mat- 
tress had become wet from the melting 
ice beneath. I tried to sleep sideways 
but it felt like my ribs were crushing 
my heart. 1 could not even yawn be- 
cause that meant inhaling too deep 
and there was not enough air to 
breath. That night,we suffered sleep 
hypoxia, or the sudden loss of oxygen 
at high altitude during deep sleep. 
Luckily, we survived. 

While we had sleeping bags good for 
minus 27 degrees Celsius, plus thermal 
underwear and shell jackets, these 
were often not warm enough since our 
tents were standing on ice. Base Camp, 
being part of a 1500-km glacier. is 
rocky outside but solid ice underneath. 
Imagine sleeping on blocks of ice. To 
generate more heat, we would fill our 
Nalgene drinking bottles wich hot wa- 
ter and place them inside our sleeping 
bags. 

Awake for avalanches 

Aside from the cold, avalanches and 
rockslides at night kept us awake. 
These would send us into jitters since 
Base Camp is actually in the middle of 
Khumbu Icefall and other mountains 
where avalanches and rockslides are 
common occurences. 

In the morning, I would wake up 
with more than 100 heartbeats a 
minute, as if had climbed a five-story 
building. Again, the thin air was to 
blame. Brushing my teeth was truly an 
effort and so was drinking. At Base 
Camp, drinking had to be timed with 
inhaling to prevent choking, and so 
was swallowing and yawning. 

Using the toilet was another chal- 
lenge for the GMA Team Everest. We 
dubbed the call of nature, “magsa-sum- 
mit” and the toilet, the “Summit Place.” 
Inside the Summit Place, the stench 
sent us gasping. We shared the two-me- 
ter high one-meter wide tent with our 

ye 

., Myself with yaks near the Khumbu icefall 


КАГА 
"ee чыз 


a 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE} 


three sherpas, 11 porters, two (cooks: 
and the Base Camp manager. We had to 
do with a'barrel around a pile of rocks, 
with a big zipper as our lock, When the 
barrel got full, it was collected by 
porters who were paid 75 rupees (more 
than a hundred pesos). per kilo of hu- 
man waste. The barrel is taken to near- 
by Gorak Shep, some’10 kms. from Base 
Camp for dumping. While we had to 
cover our nose because of the stench, 
ме also needed to manage our oxygen 
intake to prevent ouiselves from col- 
lapsing. There wete |times when we 
wanted to introduce a new design to 
the special tent—a middle zipper that 
would allow us tb stick our heads ouj- 
side while we were “summitting.” 
Frozen lake 

We got our water supply from a 
nearby frozen lake, out of the holé in 
the ice that the sherpas had dug. 
Around the lake were the tents of other 
climbers. Fortunately, everybody :fol- 
lowed the rule of keeping the frozen 
lake clean. 

At 17,500 feet, the air is so thin it af- 
fects the brain. I misspelled words, for- 
got what I was going to say next, and 
could not even memorize a five-liner 
intro to a live report. The body's other 
repair systems are affected at this alti- 
tude, according to Romi. Nutrients are 
not properly absorbed, and the body 
deteriorates slowly. 

On May 6, two more members of the 
GMA Everest Team finally arrived, 
loaded with advanced news gathering 
equipment including a generator and a 
satellite, a first in both Philippine tele- 
vision and Base Camp history. For sey- 
eral days, the airlifting of the generator 
was the buzz at the camp, especially af- 
ter an American mountaineer, in a fit of 
rage, barged into our tent to complain 
about the noise it caused. 

Aside from the right equip- 
ment—there was something else we 
were armed with: Filipino food! We 
feasted on danggit. dilis. daing, ba- 
goong and tuyo personally packed by 
GMA News Vice President Jessica So- 
ho, which were supposed to be our 
pasalubong for Romi. The guy had a 
taste of these delights, but he knew 
enough about our appetite to call us in 
his walkie-talkie wherever he was to 
remind us not to finish his pasalubong. 
Romi also taught Mr. Lunduk, our Base 
Camp manager, how to cook Filipino 
dishes like nilaga, sinigang and ginisa. 

On May 15, Romi and Lhakpa Norbu 
made the final push for Everest, de- 
spite the fierce winds that blew our 
popular Summit tent our of its place. 
Romi was his usual self—funny yet fo- 
cused. We had very good weather that 
morning, no strong winds, just clear 
skies, But several minutes after send- 
ing Romi off, an avalanche, which we 
caught on tape, struck Khumbu Icefall. 
Luckily, nobody got hurt and the 
climbers went on with their business. 
Romi would later describe to us the ex- 
perience of being engulfed by an 
avalanche as something similar to tak- 
ing a bath with baby powder. 

Summit party 

May 18, 2006. At 11:20 in the morn- 
ing, Nepal time. I received a call from 
Passang, one of, Romi'ş, sherpas. The 
line was hazy, but.I picked up the mes- 
sage clearly. He said, “Jiggy. we're on 
the summit right now.” The line how- 
ever was cut and I wanted to confirm 
his message, although by this time, 
members of the GMA Team Everest 
were already jumping for joy. When a 
member of the Malaysian Expedition 
"Team volunteered to let us use their ra- 
dio, 1 was finally able to contact Romi. 
His exact words: ‘Jiggy, pare naka-sum- 
mit na ko, yahoo!’ 

Base Camp is not exactly a party 
place, Most of the time the place is quiz 
et as climbers focus their energies on 
plans and strategies to summit Everest. 
But every time a team succeeds, it is 
given. the right to shout at the top of 
their lungs. And this is what we did 
when Romi made it. We jumped and 
shouted and shared the success with 
other expedition teams. Our mission 
has been accomplished. 

And we, the GMA Team Everest, 
couldn't be happier. Romi achieved his 
dream at his own pace, the way he 
wanted it, He refused to turn the climb 
into a race because doing so would 
have jeopardized his safety and that of 
other climbers. 

That was what the summit was all 
about: the triumph of the human spirit 
against all odds. In this case, it al 
meant the triumph of three Filipinos:, 
Oracion, Emata and Garduce, who 
brought along the nation's morale on 
their climb to the top. fal 
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signed up as a member of the 

, Manila Dragons dragon boat 
rowing team last November, it 
didn't matter to women's team 
captain Mye Buenafe that the 
new recruit was a sedentary, 
stay-at-home mom of four boys 
with zero rowing experience. 
Neither did it matter that at 46 
this August, she would be the 
oldest member of a team com- 
posed mostly of twenty- and thir- 
tysomethings. "l'm older than 
some of these girls’ moms!" ex- 
claims Dos Remedios with a 
laugh. 

And it certainly didn't matter that 
she has one breast. A breast cancer sur- 
vivor, Dos Remedios underwent a rad- 
ical mastectomy of her left breast sev- 
en years ago after doctors discovered 
that a mass, deemed benign by a mam- 
mogram and ultrasound abroad, was 
actually malignant. 

“It didn't bother me at all," says Bue- 
nafe, who approved Dos Remedios’ ap- 
plication after she received a medical 
certificate from the cancer survivor's 
doctor pronouncing his patient in the 
pink of health. "Sumasabay siya. (She 
can cope). She does what everybody 
else does. We don't give her special 
treatment. She works just as hard as 
we до” 

Indeed. While typical training finds 


restes OR ы, 


This fighter. 


vows: "No way 


am I going 
to stop!" 


Dos Remedios paddling with the team 
for an hour and a half at the Manila 
Bay twice a week, racing season re- 
quires her to show up five times a 
week. And if that wasn't enough, run- 
ning and stretching are also part of the 
grueling routine. For Dos Remedios, 
however, the hardest part of the sport 
is having to rise at 4 a.m. to make it to 
the Cultural Center grounds from her 
Parañaque home in time for practice at 
5:30 a.m. 
Paddling to victory 

The early mornings have been worth 
it. Dos Remedios, who began compet- 
ing this January, paddled with the 
women's team when they placed sec- 
ond in the 250-meter category of the 
3rd Leg of the Annual Regatta. She was 
also among the members of the mixed 
team that finished fifth in the 750-me- 
ter category of the MBC Summer Sea 
Sports Regatta. The team paddled to 
victory as well in the 250-meter саге- 
gory of the Annual Regatta Finals. 

Just last week, in Dos Remedios’ 
first-ever international competition, 
the Manila Dragons women’s team 
placed sixth in the finals of the 12th 
Guangzhou Dragon Boat Invitational 
Tournament, and third in the ist 
Shaoguan City International Dragon 
Boat Race in China. The Manila Drag- 
ons men's team, meanwhile, fared just 
as well, rowing in second in 
Guangzhou and fourth in Shaoguan. 

Joking around with teammates after 
practice, and radiating an energy akin 
to girls half her age, the tall and tan 
Dos Remedios is a far cry from the 
cropped-haired cancer survivor who 


could barely move her left arm after 
her operation. 

“1 didn't even know she had (breast 
cancer),” marvels Rolando Inocencio, a 
member of the Manila Dragons men's 
team. “But it didn't make a difference 
to me. In fact, when she told me, I said, 
that's great! Isaw it as something inspi- 
rational.” 

А native of Davao, Dos Remedios has 
been a fighter all her life. As a child, it 
was she who beat up the bullies who 
picked on little kids; as an adult, she 
once told off a foreigner after she saw 
him speaking rudely to a Pinoy bagger 
in a local bookstore. “Ayaw ko yung in- 
aapi (I don't like to see people being 
oppressed),” she declares. “I hate it, I 
get so mad." 

While working in a bank she mer her 
husband Raymond, for whom she be- 
came a full-time homemaker starting 
1994. In 1998, while living with her 
family in the States, Dos Remedios dis- 
covered a small lump in her left breast. 
She had previously had a small and be- 
тїп lump removed from her right 
breast and had gone through six 
months of chemotherapy. With a histo- 
ry of cancer in her family, she now 
takes the anti-cancer medication Fe- 
mara for life 

Low point 

Raymond describes his wife's 
chemotherapy period as a low point in 
her life. "There was the realization that. 
life is short,” he says. But the fighter in 
Dos Remedios had no time for self-pity. 
“We had just gotten back from the 
States,” she says. "And 1 had to be 
strong for the kids.” 


Seven years ago, this 
stay-at-home mom licked 
breast cancer. Today, at 
45, Sandy dos Remedios 
is making waves as a 
member of the Philippine 
dragon boat rowing team 
that has just won honors 


in two races in China 


Tt was her husband who first took an 
interest in dragon boat rowing. Bored 
with badminton, then the family's 
sport of choice, and overweight from 
the inactivity, Raymond looked up the 
Manila Dragons, and upon learning 
that they had a women’s team, encour- 
aged his wife to join. Sure, her muscles 
hurt like hell during her first few at- 
tempts, but Dos Remedios, who played 
basketball and volleyball as a student, 
kept coming back for more. 

Сойтагу to common perception, 
rowing is actually a full-body sport. 
“Lahat gumagalaw (everything 
moves),” assures Dos Remedios, who 
chooses to paddle on the left side of the 
boat. “Your legs are moving, even your 
fingers and toes are moving!” But the 
camaraderie of the sport proved to be 
the ultimate attraction. “Imagine 20 
people thinking and working as one,” 
she says. "Isn't that beautiful?” 

Diagonal scar 

Such closeness extends to the com- 
munal restroom where Dos Remedios 
is comfortable enough to shower with 
the girls. “I tell them to check them- 
selves regularly, and not to be afraid,” 
she says in reference to the diagonal 
scar where her left breast used to be. 

Fashion seems to be the only time 
when her being a breast cancer sur- 
vivor becomes an issue. Dos Remedios, 
who pins some padding on the left cup 
of her bra, wears an undershirt when- 
ever the team’s snug uniforms are de- 
signed with a revealing neckline. "Actu- 
ally, the only time she gives me grief is 
when she tells me she has nothing to 
wear,” chuckles Raymond, “But I think 
that's true of all women!” 

Otherwise, Dos Remedios is, as her 
teammates describe her, an inspiration. 
Recently, she ran her first 5K road race 
in a respectable 41 minutes. And this 
summer, to the astonishment of her rel- 
atives and sons aged 17, 15, 13 and 9, 
she solo-kayaked three nautical miles 
from Samal Island to Buenavista in 
preparation for the competition in Chi- 
na. 

‘My family was watching me from a 
big banca and they thought I couldn't 
do it. But I told myself, no way am I go- 
ing to stop!” the fighter recounts, 
beaming. “It feels good! I think I'm go- 
ing to do this hanggang kaya ng 
katawan ko (as long as my body can 
take й)" 

Judging from what Dos Remedios is 
capable of doing, that sounds like a 
very long time. 
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For inquiries on how to join, visit the ~ 


website www.maniladragons.org.ph. 


Tales from Bantas, a solo exhibit by Armenius 
Les with the fisherman's banca as theme, untl une 
14t Hiraya Gallery, 530 UN Avenue, Ermita, Manila. 
Foídeas, call 523-3331 

Directions, Irma Lacorte's works on paper at the 
Drawing Room, Metrostar Bldg, 1007, Мегоройап 
AvEnue, Makati City until June 14. 

Bakal, Pte Jmener's exhibit of steel sculptures at 
Magnet Gallery Katipunan unt June 17. For inquiries, 
call 929-2191 

Portraits, a collection of never before seen pho- 
tographs by Dominique James exposing celebrities 
without makeup or making funny faces, until June 18 at 
the UP Vargas Museum Lobby. For Inquiries, call 928- 

Datuin sa Paslyo Edades, recent works in cre 
олсалар and stainless steel sculptures by Joe Daun at 
Paslyo Victorio Edades, Cultural Center of the Phlip- 
pines uni June 18. 

Parola: Colonial Lighthouses in the Philippines, 
an exhibit of photographs featuring Spanish colonial 
lighthouses located from North to South taken by ar- 
chitect Manuel Maximo Lopez Del Castillo Noche, unt 
June 18 at the Fourth Floor Gallery Wing of Ayala Mu- 
seum, Makati Avenue, Makati Ску 


Cinema 


Raya Martin's debut feature fim, Maicling pelicula 
паб узай indio nacional (O Ang Mahabang 
Kalungkutan ng Katagalugan) will have is Philippine 
premiere on June 12, 7:30 p.m. at Shangri-La Plaza. A 
loving historical tribute, it tells the story of a child 
church bell-ringer torn between his duties to the Span 
ish state and as a Filipino, then a pubescent caught in 
the growing pressures of the revolution, and finally an 
actor in а rural community escaping his troubled soul. 
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Tanghalang Plipino presents two of Its entries to the 
International Theater Festival at the Cultural Center of 
the Philippines: Samuel Beckett's Godot, Wer is U? on 
June 22, 23, 8 pm; June 24, 25, 3 pam. at Tanghalang 
Aurelio Tolentino and Carlo Vergara's ZsaZsa Zaturn- 
nah (Ze MuZikal) on june 16, 17, 18, 8 pm. June 17, 
18,3 p.m. at Tanghalang Huseng Batute. For tickets, call 
the TP office at 832-366! or 832-1125 locals 
16201621 


Music 


Five generations of The New Minstrels como to- 
gether on stage to hold a grand reunion concert on 
June 16 at the Aliw Theater on Roxas Boulevard. Sing 
along with your favorite New Minstrels as they perform. 
hits from yesteryears and reminisce with old friends. 
For tickets, сай 911-5555. 


Atbp 


On Father's Day, show Dad you care about his 
health with stylish gift packs filled with food and relax- 
ation products that help lower cholesterol and blood 
pressure; releve stress and anxiety, restore energy and 
‘mental focus Ihealth's NLite Gifts has the perfect gift 
to celebrate his special day. Nite Gifts are products of 
Ihealth, 85A West Capitol Drive, Bo. Kapitolyo, Pasig 
tel 636-6804 or emal nite@ihealthcircle.com. 

Pinoypoets wil hold a night of poetry and music at 
Rafa's Deli Cafe (Unit C, 10 Xavierville Ave., Loyola 
Heights, QC) on June 17 at 7 pm. Members will read 
their poems included in the group's second chapbook, 
"Obverse I" For details, contact Romel Samson at 
0927-847021 2 or Patrick at 0927-5204310. 

‘St. Paul's College of Ilocos Sur Grade School 
Class 1970 and High School Class 1974 wil hold a 
reunion, "Almost Golden: A Celebration of Friend- 
ship,” on June 17 with a buffet dinner at the Mabuhay 
Palace, Manila Hotel, Contact Rory Bello-Verayo (0920- 
9109620 / 8203165), Armi Corpuz-Montemayor 
(0918-9177160 / 9325052) or Roselta Ruardo-Pinter 
(0917-4448350 / 3718279). The main reunion will bea 
three-day affair une 23-25) in Vigan, locos Sur. Con- 
tact Dr. Melissa Singson (0917-5682221) or Benjo Ver- 
тоза (0915-7971360). 

Basic Poetry Writing, a seminar-workshop on 
classical, haiku and free verse writing to be held on june 
17 at the Loyola School of Theology, Ateneo, QC. 


X-manila 


The exhibit Nunelucio Alvarado: Obra Maestra. 
is ongoing at Galleri Graphtto, 3rd Level, Art Republic, 
Robinson's Place, lilo Ску and will run until June 20. 
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‘The biggest challlenge in her academic life came when 
she had to take a comprehensive exam, preparatory to 
starting work on her graduate thesis. 

“Ateneo requires their students to undergo a sort of 
board exam where you have to restudy all the courses 
you've taken, so it was kinda nerve-racking,” she recalls. “I 
‘was so scared I went to Quiapo every Friday and prayed to 
the Nazarene: ‘God, if I pass this the first time I promise I 
will do one year voluntary work’ I made a panata (vow).” 

Tetchie passed her comprehensive exam, but two days 
later, her father died in Hawaii, She decided to take time off 
to grieve, to think about her life, and to fulfill her vow to the 
Nazarene. By chance, she encountered one of her teachers 
who told her about a job opening at St. Joseph's Psychology 
department. 

“They were looking for someone to teach guidance and 


counseling, which was right up my al- 
ley" she says. “I said that if I should 
serve somebody it should be my alma 
mater, so that's how I ended up teach- 
ing in St. Joseph's, as a fulfillment of 
my vow. But then I discovered that 1 
had a passion for teaching. I enjoyed it 
so much that I derive a great amount of 
contentment teaching. I had a flair for 
it, I have the patience for it. I'm very 
meticulous. Showbiz teaches you to 
pay attention to detail, and I'm detail- 
oriented so teaching is good because 
you always have to be five steps ahead 
of your students. You have to be always 
prepared. Now I'm hooked on teaching, 
I cannot imagine not teaching. ГЇ still 


be teaching until I'm old and grey.” 

Her students call her “Miss Tetchie.” 
Surprisingly, they seldom bring up her 
showbiz career, or her colorful past. 

“Tm sure they're aware of it," she 
says. “Tm sure that although they're 
from a much younger generation their 
parents have told them about me. But 
that does not get in the way of my per- 
forming my job as a teacher. They've 
never raised it, but if they do, 1 will be 
more than happy to entertain their 
questions." 

“ play a lot of roles for my students, 
depending on the situation," she adds. 
"Sometimes I act like a mentor, some- 
times I act like a strict parent, some- 


times Im like a surrogate mom. At 
times I’m just a friend to them, some- 
times I'm their loudest cheerleader.” 

Her life today revolves around school, 
either as teacher or student, and home 
where she takes care of China, now 13, 
and her 13 cats. She is still very much 
together with the father of her child, a 
prominent businessman, but they have 
chosen to live separately. 

"We're very traditional in that way, 
ayaw namin ng live-in,” she laughs. 
"We're still in the courtship stage." 

With “I Luv NY,” she has had to make 
some room in her life for acting again. 
But definitely, she reserves her real pas 
sion for the classroom. 


TV GUIDE 


Sunday, June 11, 2006 


Shall We 
ance? 
The Celebrity Danse Challenge 


Sunday 9 PM 


For more TV schedul 
4. Visit www.CllckTheCity.com or 
<llekthacity.com. 
2. Key in CTC TV and send to 2333 for 
‘Globe and to 225 for Smart, PhP2.50 
per SMS sont. 


Ta а 


ШШК 


M S aer 


са EL 


‘TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


EPLDT, THE COUNTRYS PREMIER INFORMA- 
Чоп and Communications Technology (ICT) com- 
pany, underscored the significance of the in- 
creased use of the Internet and how SMEs can 
capitalize on it by creating a strong web presence 
during the recent PC Magazines How-To Road- 
show organized by Hinge Inquirer Publications. 


Put your company on the Internet map 

“The Web is actually an old technology, because 
almost everything has been covered in terms of 
what websites can accomplish,” said JC Medina, 
head of ePLDT s data services group. "But there is 
stilla lot of room for innovation, so its important 
for those new to the Internet, especially SMEs, to 
know how to stand out.” 

Medina outlined what SME websites should 
possess to distinguish these from other sites. 
Websites should immediately feature the prod- 
ues and services that the organization offers" 
Medina said. “К should have content that is easily 
scannable and most importantly straight to the 
point. Highlight what you offer: new ideas or 
products, cheaper rates or more convenience, 
even support systems for your customers.” 

For SMEs wanting to establish an Internet pres- 
ence, Medina advised them to use technology to 
their advantage. "Avalling of a web hosting service 
lets organizations like SMEs establish their pres- 
ence on the Web in a quick and сох effective man- 
nez" said Medina, “And because this entails an in- 
vestment on your part, you should look for a host 
that has the expertise to provide for your particu- 
Jar needs 

Web Hosting is one of the many services of- 
fered by ePLDT "Our hosting service is specifically 
helpful to SMEs because it incorporates an easy- 
to-use control panel for quick Web site set-up and 
development, manageable even for those with ba- 
sic technical knowledge” shared Medina. "We al- 
so offer domain registration, which is important 
since having your company’s name as your do- 
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main name helps to establish legitimacy and is an 
important branding tool.” 


Creating the mobile office 

‘Meanwhile, during the fifth leg of the How-To 
‘Roadshow, which focused on various technologies 
that can help organizations manage their mobile 
personnel efficiently ePLDT product manager for 
communication services Jan Casto discussed 
how one can “Embrace the Mobile Lifestyle’, by 
making use of the latest technologies to make bet- 
ter business decisions. “Most of us lead busy 
lifestyles and often find ourselves outside the of- 
fice attending meetings or client calls," shared 
Castro. “Mobile devices allow us the freedom to 
continue our work outside of the confines of the 
office at the expense of limited access to office- 
bound information like files and e-mail" 

‘While mobile phones have become indispens- 
able voice and SMS communication tools, it is 
now even more important to the mobile profes- 
sional when it becomes a medium to receive data 
communication like e-mail. “Having access to 
your email from wherever you are gives you 
more sources of information needed to make con- 
fident business decisions,” stressed Castro. 

ePLDT's Mobile Exchange service, Castro said, 
extends office email and attachments to the mo- 
bile workforce on their mobile phones. “Its a “true 
push? mobile email solution which delivers ай 
the benefits of real-time e-mail ~ this means you 
get real-time information,” said Casto. Mobile 
Exchange is secure and easy to use. “It uses the 
same messaging built into the phone users al- 
ready know how to use. Ifyou can SMS messages, 
you already know how use Mobile Exchange." 

"The true beauty of the mobile lifestyle is that it 
gives you freedom to attend to work without hav- 
ing to be physically in the office, With access to the 
information you need - even when you're on the 
‘move - you can be more productive while having 
less stress. 
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SMART, CHOWKING RENEW CORPORATE TIE-UP 


For the fifth straight year, Smart Communications Inc (Smart) is 
serving the moblle communication requirements of Chowking Food 
Corp, the countrys largest and leading Oriental quick-service restau- 
rant chain. Since 2002, Smart has been managing over 800 corpo- 
rate lines of Chowking employees In over 300 branches nationwide. 


Photo shows (from left) Jay Lagdameo, Smart corporate business 
group head, Cesar Enriquez, PLOT first vice president and corporate 
business operations officer, Raffy dela Rosa, Chowking Food Corp 
president and CEO and Angelito Santiago, Chowking HR director, 
{uring the signing of contrac held at the Jolibee Center in Ortigas. 


IT TAKES MORE THAN AN IMAGE 
to achieve success in the corporate 
arena as it requires putting your 
best foot forward all the time, But 
to present your best everyday, it is 
essential that you feel good about 
yourself, inside and out. Thus, 
Nesvita ushers in its campaign of 
promoting the importance of 
health and total wellness in the 
workplace. 

The Nesvita Wellness Tour is 
dedicated to guide office employ. 
ees in living healthier and more 
‘meaningful lives which started on 
April 21. Major offices in the coun- 
try host the wellness campaign 
which intends to promote total 
physical, mental and social well- 
being among the busy Pinoy adults. 
Office dwellers also learn the value 


Nesvita initiates wellness campaign in the offices 


of proper diet, physical activity and 
habits aside from practical health 
tips which are especially beneficial 
for busy people. 

Partnering with health and well- 
mess experts like The Body Shop, 
John Robert Powers and Slimmer's 
World International, Nesvita will 
presenta series of activities and mi- 
ni-seminars tackling topics such as 
Balancing Life and Career, Office 
Workout, Power Dressing and 
Stress-reducing Tips. 

Aside from the health-enhancing 
knowledge they will gain from the 
event; employees will also get to 
enjoy samples of Nesvita products 
to help complement their effort to 
be healthy and further encourage 
wellness even in the workplace. 

The Nesvita Wellness Tour is in 


GT Tower on June 15-16, Petron 
Mega Plaza on June 22-23, Westin. 
Philippine Plaza on July 5-6, Pacific 
Star Building on July 13-14 and 
several other offices in Metro Mani- 
la including some offices in Cebu 
on Aug. 30 and 31 and Davao on 
Sept. 5 and 6. This will run until 
September this year. 

“We know how hard it is for peo- 
ple to cope with the demands of 
their job that often times they ne- 
glect their health. Through the 
Nesvita Wellness Tour we hope that. 
we would be able to empower them 
with the knowledge to take on a 
healthier lifestyle and make Nesvi- 
ta their partner in living a healthier 
life everyday,” says Lynn Gonzaga, 
AVP beverage, adult health and 
wellness unit. 


UNILEVER PHILIPPINES WINS GOLD QUILL AWARD 


Unilever Philippines was 
recently awarded the 
Gold Ош! Award of Ex- 
vcellnco by the Intama- 
tional Association of 
Business Communica- 
tors (АВС) Philippines, at 
the closing of the 2008 
Asia Pacific Communica- 
tion Conference held in 
Greenbelt, Makati City. 
Unilever Phi was recog- 
nized for its excellence in 
the Communication Skills 


category, specifically for the company's 
in-house employee bl-manthiy maga- 


zine, Sari-Sari. Shown are Jika Men- 


doza-Dalupan (AVP-coporate relations, 


PROMO PERIOD: MARCH 48 - JULY 18, 2006 
MECHANICS: 


1. Consumers may join by simply collecting packs with intact proof of purchase 
{POINTS) fund on th packs of EQ Ory Baby Diapers. Points per packaging are as folo: 


EG DAY BABY DIAPER wih cake cover PACKAGING | TABEL POINTS 
Mini Pack (45) 
Travel Pack (NB22s, $206, Mis, L168; XL14s) 
Econo Pack (8408, 368, L325, XL2Bs) 
Jumbo Pack (S60s, M545, L485, XL42s) 


ıl Submit he required EQ Dry Baby Diaper wrappers together with tha flowing 

| information: sender s name, complete address where you want he premium temi. 
Ё delivered, baby's name and age. telephone andlor cellphone numbers, signature ot 
j pareniguardian, and he desired premium Пет, written on a pics of paper and 

$e enclosed in an envelope. For hard-to-find locations, it would be best that landmark 

|. information of the address given be provided for easy reference: 


Ill. Entries can be mailed or hand carried to: . 
"EQ Dry Travel Buddies" OR 
JS Unirade Merchandise, inc. 

31st Floor, Rafles Corporate Center 
‘Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig Cty 


| РО. Box 14200 Pasig OT 


Travel lable designs) 
Bé pene c cortas 


Vir wb ied und deya ton od oe 
жо Dry Travel Buddies” = ~~ 


9. 


IMPORTANT: : TE 
-Only packs of EQ Dry with cioth-like cover (plain or white) wil be accepted 
= Entries containing cut-out points ий not be honored. ^ ~ '" 


V. The chosen premium items shall be dellvered by LIBCAP Express to the” 


‘address submited by the consumer, In the event thal the entry sender is no 


present during the time of delivery, a member of the sender's household may 
‘asked lo sign а proof of delivery and receive the premium ies in bahali of he, 
entry sender. а 


V. Dalvery lead times for the premium tems are as fols (com 
upon receipt of “delivery orders” by the courier): ~ ~ 


a. Metr Mania: ^" within 210 3 days 
^b. Luzon & Visayas: within 2 to 4 days 
с. Mindanao: within 3 to 6 days. 
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The Bank of the Philippine Islands 
(ВРІ) delivered Ihe financial assis- 
tance for the landslide victims in 
Bray Guinsaugon, St. Bernard, 
Leyte from the Expat Pinoys (the. 
BPI brand for OFWs) last March 2. 
BPI's Remittance-Overseas Market 
Group handed the check for 
114,343.45 to Corporate Network 
for Disaster Response (СМОР), the 
14-year old network of companies 
and corporate foundations engaged 


Digitel expands fraud 


Unilever) together with (from teft) Bong, 

Osorio (director. АВС Phils), Roni Тара: 
Merk (director, LABO Phils) and Warren, 
Bickford (president, ABC Worldwide), 7 


BPi HANDS OVER DONATION ТО CNDR 


in mobilizing resources of the pri- 
vate sector for disaster-affected 
communities. Shawn are (fram 
left): BPI Foundation program man- 
ager My Almogino, CNDR program 
officer Floreen Simon, BPI vice 
prasident for overseas market Raul 
Dimayuga, CNOR president and 
American Chamber Foundation ex- 
ecutive director Robert Sears and 
Susan K. television host of NBN 4'5 
Pilipinas Online Balitang OCW. 


Wa 


management capability 


DIGITEL, THE LARGEST 
provider of wireline services 
in Luzon outside the NCR in 
terms of working lines, an- 
nounced the successful im- 
plementation of Phase II of 
its Neural Technologies’ 
Minotaur Fraud Manage- 

‚ ment System. The Minotaur 
FMS provides protection on 
all wireline, wireless and da- 

£ ta services being offered by 

| Digitel, including pre-paid 
services. 

“We implemented Phase 1 

of the system in early 2003 

£ and were very happy with 

the results. Hence, we are 

extremely keen to imple- 

ment Phase II of the project 

to further expand our fraud 

$ management capability in 

ib other areas of the business. 


The Minotaur system has erc 
abled us to quickly and sub- 
stantially reduce the fraud. 
losses that we were expert 
encing. Fraud is a moving 
target and it is essential to 
have a system that can * 
evolve in step with the rapid 
pace of the industry", said 
Henry Aguda, CIO of Digitel. 
Since the implementation 
of the system, Digitel has ex- 
perienced a sharp drop in 
the number of fraud at 
temps against the compa, 
ny's networks. The ability to: 
quickly and accurately dé: 
tect fraud means that Digitel 
was able to proactively ide 
tify fraudsters to disconnect’ 
services, and in some case $ 
to even prosecute the E , 
i 
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3 Guantanamo Police bus in QC bombed 
prisoners ^ 


commit suicide 
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RP beauty queen 
feels she's next 
Bayan for folk arts Miss Universe 
8 injured in grenade 
blast at Lipa market 


By Marlon Ramos 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


А GRENADE EXPLOSION ROCKED A PUBLIC MAR- 
ketin Lipa City in Batangas yesterday, injuring at 
least eight people in what police said could have 
‘been an attempt to sow terror following the failed 
assassination try on Gov. Armando Sanchez. 
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FEARLESS ' 


YOUNGER PACQUIAO WINS 


Bobby Pacquiao, younger brother of World Boxing Counci international super featherweight 


‘champion Manny Pacquiao, celebrates his 4th-round knockout win over American Kevin Kelley during 
their WBC Continental Americas super featherweight title bout in New York. (Story on Page A31.) ат 
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IStop Cha-cha, 


‘foes cry on 
Freedom Day 


Protests amid flag-raising rites 


By Leila B. Salaverria and Luige A. del Puerto 


THE SHRINES TO ANDRES BONIFACIO WILL BE THE 
site today, Independence Day, of multisectoral rallies 
seeking to pressure President Macapagal-Arroyo and 
her allies into dropping plans to change the Constitu- 
tion and to condemn the continued killing of activists 


and members of the media. 


Simultaneous protest actions are 
set in Bacolod City lloilo, Leyte, 
Samar, Cagayan de Oro City, Zam- 
boanga, Nueva Vizcaya and Baguio 
City. 

in keeping with the symbolism, 
members of workers’ groups will tear 
up copies of the proposed changes to 
the Charter at the Bonifacio shrine in 
Balintawak, Quezon City, where Boni 
facio and members of the Katipunan 
were believed to have tom their cedulas 
(residence certificates) to shreds in 
1896 to signify the cutting of all ties 
‘with the Spanish colonizers. 

The tearing up of cedulas signaled the 
start of the Philippine Revolution. 

“We have gone through a process 


Soccer is the sport of the underdog 


By Amando Doronila 


IN THE SECOND GAME LAST WEEKEND 
of the 18th World Cup, which kicked off in 
Munich on Thursday, Trinidad and Tobago, 
the smallest nation competing 
among 32 survivors of an elimi- 
nation round involving 100 na- 
tional teams, held Sweden to a 
„0-0 draw in Group B. 

The indomitable defense put up by 
T&T's 11 against the relentless bombard- 
‘ment of its goal by Sweden put the twin-is- 
Jand Caribbean nation on the map of no 


Evacuation centers ready for Bulusan villa; 


By Niño Jesus Orbeta 

PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
and Tonette Orejas 

PDI Central Luzon Desk 


MEDICINE, FOOD AND EVACUATION 
centers are at the ready in Casiguran, Sor- 
sogon, after the Municipal Disaster Coordi- 
nating Council met yesterday with baran- 
gay leaders as part of preparations in antic- 
ipation of the eruption of Mt. Bulusan. 

‘The volcano was calm yesterday but res- 
idents of the town complained of warm 
weather. 

Casiguran Mayor Edwin Hamor, MDCC 
chair, emphasized “calmness and pre 
paredness during (relief) operations” be- 
fore and after any eruption, 

Hamor said “alertness is very important” 
in protecting people's lives, 

As residents of Casiguran prepared for 
am eruption, survivors of the 1991 Mt. 
Pinatubo eruptions and those involved in 
‘disaster response in Central Luzon offered 
‘advice to residents and local government 
officials of Sorsogon. 

Jose Cunanan, a farmer from Mexico, 
Pampanga, said authorities should not view 
the refusal of farmers to leave the area sur- 
rounding the voleano as plain stubbornness, 

EVACUATION) AI 


ANALYSIS 


less than two billion TV viewers all over the 
world. 

‘The two soccer games of the first week 
proved that more than the Olympic Games, 
basketball, baseball, cricker or Grand Slam 
tennis, the World Cup is the 
most engrossing spectator 
sporting event on Planet Earth, 
claiming a truly universal fol- 
lowing in all continents and in all social 
classes. 

The T8'TSweden draw did not disap- 
point fans in their expectations that the 
World Cup is the only arena where an un- 


WITH classes suspended because of continued ash expl 


derdog—and the tiniest country on earth 
at that—has a sporting chance of upsetting 
even the mightiest military power and 
wealthiest country 

It is this lore of the World Cup that has 
drawn the poorer countries of Africa, Latin 
America and the Islamic world onto its 
playing fields since the founding of the in- 
ternational football federation Fifa in the 
alleyways of Paris in 1904. 

‘Trinidad and Tobago lifted the spirits of 
less regarded teams. The T&T squad had 
been written off before the balls started 

SOCCER) AI 
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protective masks find time to play in а farm in Barangay San Juan in Casiguran, Sorsogon. 


Ба ате 


of discernment and we believe now 
is the right time for action. The June 
12 activity is a good opportunity for 
all groups to come together and 
make a stand against Ms Arroyo's 
Charter change," Catholic priest Fr. 
Jose Dizon of the group Kairos said 
ina statement. 

While militant groups were set to 
stage protest rallies nationwide, 
Malacafang expressed the hope that 
todays Independence Day celebra- 
tions would be peaceful and an “occa- 
sion for unity and not division.” 

President Macapagal-Arroyo will 
begin the celebrations. with a 
flag-raising and wreath-laying at the 

STOP CHA-CHA/AIO 


Bill to award 


P10M to 
Leo’s family 


By T] Burgonio 
and Leila B. Salaverria 


HOW MUCH IS THE PAIN FELT BY 
the family of a man wrongfully exe- 
cuted worth? 

‘The answer seems to be in the bill 
being prepared by Senate Minority 
Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. seeking 
compensation for the family of Leo 
Echegaray, who was executed by 
lethal injection in 1999 after being 
convicted of raping the daughter of 
his common-law wife. 

The bill sets aside the amount of P10 
million for Echegarays family and vill 
serve as the government's "expression of 

BIL AIS 


Dilangalen urges 
SC: Pls correct 
error on Erap, too 


By Nelson Е Flores 


SINCE THE SUPREME COURT 

has admitted to committing a judi- 

cial error in the execution of Leo 

Echegaray, could italso have made 

a mistake in ruling that former 

President Joseph Estrada had re- 
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losions from Mount Bulusan in the background, children wearing 
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y honors 
53 RP cops 
in Kosovo 


By Ayan C. Mellejor 
Contributor 


PRISTINA, KOSOVO—THE 53 MEM- 
bers of the Philippine police contin- 
gent deployed here were recently 
honored by the United Nations Inter- 
im Administration Mission in Kosovo 
(Unmik) “for their significant contri- 
bution to the peacekeeping efforts.” 

Kosovo has been under the UN pro- 
tectorate since 1999 to prevent at 
tacks from Serbia, which continues to 
view Kosovo asa province. 

Kosovars are fighting for their in- 
dependence from Serbia. 

‘The Filipino policemen, who are 
assigned to different units—from spe, 
cial operations to training to the civil, 
ian unit in the mission—work hard to 
maintain peace and security here, ac- 
cording to Hans Zimmerman, deputy 
commissioner for administration of 
the Unmik, 

Most of the Filipino policemen 
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Abenojar arrives from Nepal 


Mountain climber refuses 
to talk about exploits just yet 


By Nikko Dizon 


DALE ABENOJAR, THE CONTROVERSIAL MOUN- 
taineer claiming to be the first Filipino to reach the sum- trucks that carried the climbers, Sher- 
mitof Mt. Everest, arrived yesterday afternoon minus the 
fanfare that the first three Filipino climbers had enjoyed. 


Abenojar's face showed no expres- 
sion as he and his small group made 
their way to the airports immigration 
area. They arrived at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport (Naia) at 3:35 
pam. via Thai Airways flight TG 620. 

‘Aside from his wheelchair-bound 
sherpa (a member of a Tibetan tribe 
living in Nepal who provide support 
to foreign trekkers and mountain 
climbers), Pasang Dorchi Sherpa, he 
was accompanied by another Sherpa; 
Tshiring Sherpa, his Everest base 
camp manager, Ramkrishna Triphati, 
anda friend, Robin Mendoza. 

Tewas a stark contrast to the festive 
atmosphere that greeted Everest 
climbers Leo Oracion, Erwin “Pas- 
tour” Emata and Romi Garduce only a 
few weeks ago. 

‘There were no welcome banners 
and no cheering crowds. Only his 
family and a few friends were at the 
airport to welcome him. 

‘Abenojar, 43, received tight em- 
braces from his wife, Liza, and from 
his young daughters Alexandra, Kitty, 
Danny and Raffy. 

lex, 11, cried while hugging her 
father who had been away for three 
months. "I missed him,” she said. 


God and luck 
.. "First of all, I thank God for letting 
ie realize my lifelong dream ‘of 
‘reaching the summit of Mt. Everest 
“and to return alive," Abenojar said in 
+ Filipino as he fought back tears. 
} 1 also want to thank my friends 
; who remained true and those who 
helped me return home so I could be 
with my family,” he said. 

Abenojar was wearing slippers, 
since the big toe of his left foot was ina 
bandage, a result of frostbite, he said. 

7 He declined to answer questions 
‚ about the controversy fanned by his 
¦ announcement that he had reached 


ahead of Oracion and Emata who got 
there on May 17 and 18, respectively, 
and Garduce who made it to the top 
‘on May 19. 

He also refused to explain why he 
chose to climb the more difficult side 
of Everest called the North Face. 


High altitude 

His friend and spokesperson Men- 
doza said that Abenojar would answer 
all questions in the coming days. 

^[Our] position is that we [dont 
want] to diminish the significance of 
the whole event considering the Philip- 
pine milestones in high altitude moun- 
taineering,” Mendoza told reporters. 

"We did not come here to confront 
{anyone or to] prove anything. We 
are standing down. We have [consis- 
tently stood] against prejudiced and 
biased reporting. {It is a personal] as- 
sault to us and to this event,” he 
added. 

In an earlier interview, Oracion, ac- 
knowledged to be the first Filipino to 
reach the Everest summit, had said 
that he did not mind if Abenojar’s 
claim was proven to be true. 

"Its not really important to me if 
I'm the first Filipino on Everest or not. 
What's important is we were able.to 
show the world that the Filipino can 
reach the Everest summit,” Oracion 
had said. 


Only Filipino 

In a brief, impromptu press confer- 
ence, Abenojar only answered ques- 
tions about his acclimatization. 

“The acclimatization was done 
step by step, first in Katmandu until 
ме reached the border of China," he 
said. 

‘Abenojar said he and his 14 team 
members and other expedition teams 
arrived at different levels of acclima- 
tization aboard Land Cruisers, until 


camp, which was 18,000 feet above 
sea level. 

Tt was a convoy, 200 meters long, 
consisting of Land Cruisers and 


pas and the necessary equipment, he 
said. 

Abenojar said he was the only Fil- 

ino in the entire group. 

“On the second night, I had a 
headache, which was a symptom of 
high altitude sickness. I could not take 
medication because it would cause 
disorientation. I got well the next day. 
Talso drank 4 to 5 liters of water a day 
toavoid getting sick,” he said. 


Documents 

‘Mendoza said they had all the doc- 
uments to prove that Abenojar 
reached the Everest summit on May 
15. 

“Well give a statement soon and, 
yes, we'll show these documents,” 
Mendoza told the INQUIRER. 

Abenojar had brought to Mani 
Pasang Sherpa, whose toes also suf- 
fered from frostbite, to consult medi- 
cal doctors. 

‘Triphati, a base camp manager of 
Monterosa Treks and Expedition, 
Abenojars outfitter, declined to ex: 
plain why he came to Manila. 

“It was a last-minute decision,” he BR 
said. 


HIS BIG toe hurting and heavily bandaged, Dale Abenojar (left) rests while upon his arrival 


Last Friday Triphati confirmed 
with the INQUIRER in a phone inter- 
view from Nepal that Abenojar had 
reached the summit. 

He also said that he saw the certifi- 
cate issued by the China Tibet Moun- 
taineering Association to Aberiojar. 


Super Dale 

‘The InquiRER reached Triphati after 
obtaining a copy of the Nepal Travel 
‘Trade Reporter which contained the 
article, “The Everest Story of Dale.” 

‘Triphati was referred to the INQUIR- 
ER by Nepalese journalist Rajeev Don- 
gol who wrote the magazine story 
that was published in its May 29-June 
4 issue. 

The feature gave a glowing ac- 
count of Abenojar's “feats and accom- 
plishments," including being the first 
Filipino to reach the summit of Mt. 


in the country from Nepal yesterday with 
whose shoes hide his own gangrenous toes. 


is mount 


guide Pasang Dorchi Sherpa (right) 


Gasoline, diesel prices raised again 


AFTER A TWO-WEEK LULL, ОП. COMPANIES 
yesterday raised anew the pump prices of 
gasoline and kerosene, and also of diesel, by 
50 centavos per liter. 

Petron Corp. and Chevron Philippines Inc. 
increased prices at 6 a.m. yesterday followed 
by Seaoil Petroleum Corp. at 12:01 a.m. Total 
(Philippines) Corp. and Unioil Petroleum 
Philippines Inc. also hiked prices at 6 a.m. to- 
day. 

Data from the Department of Energy 
showed that the regional benchmark Dubai 
crude inched up to a June average of $65.91 a 
barrel from 565 a barrel in May. 

The price of unleaded gasoline based on 
the Mean of Platts Singapore (MOPS) bench- 


тезу: OC 
while, dropped to a Jurie 1-8 average of 
$84.70 a barrel from last month’s average of 
$86.80 a barrel. 

But MOPS-based diesel rose to an average 
of $88.14 a barrel as of June 8 from $87.53 a 
barrel in May. 

Since the start of the year, oil firms have 
raised gasoline prices 13 times or a total of 
P6.50 a liter. Diesel prices have increased 12 
times or a total of P6 a liter, while kerosene 
prices have gone up 14 times or a total of P7 a 
Titer. 

The new price adjustments bring premium 
unleaded gasoline prices to between P41.29 
and P43 a liter, diesel to between P35.29 and 
P37.28 a liter, and kerosene to between 
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Recto's solution: Put 
Senate, House in one 
building for harmony 


By T] Burgonio 


PERHAPS IF SENATORS AND 
congressmen were housed in one 
building, the kind of bullheaded- 
mess that often leads to situations 
such as the one that prompted the 
collapse of bicameral talks on the 
2006 national budget could be 
avoided, Sen. Ralph Recto has said. 

Recto suggested yesterday that 
goodwill could not help but ensue if 
senators and congressmen regular- 
ly bumped into each other in the 
lobby or in the elevator on their way 
to their offices inthe same building. 

“There will be better rapport 
between the senators and con- 
gressmen. And this will reflect on 
our legislation," he said. 

Holding office in one building 
offers many advantages, he elab- 
rated. А congressman could go 
up to the office of a senator, or 
vice versa, to discuss a particular 
bill and find ways to resolve dif- 
fering provisions of a measure. 

“f were in one building, i will be 
easier for us to go into a caucus, or 


2 hold a bicameral conference,” Recto 
: said, He, however, stressed that sen- 


ators and congressmen should 


i maintain their independence. 


Recto conceded that the inabili- 
ty of the Senate and the adminis- 
tration-dominated House of Repre- 
sentatives to come together was an 
offshoot of the hostilities between 
the senators and Malacaftang. 

“This can't be cured by one abol- 
ishing the other, but by putting them 
in one building,” he said, referring to 
the House move to have the Consti- 


tution amended in order to effect a 
parliamentary government. 

Congress adjourned last Thurs- 
day without enacting the P1.053- 
trillion 2006 budget bill after dis- 
cussions in the bicameral confer- 
ence committee fell through over 
strong disagreements on one issue: 
"The Senate's insistence on trim- 
ming the budget by P64 billion. 

‘The Senate panel proposed that 
the P26 billion slashed from the pro- 
grammed funds be realigned, but its 
House counterpart demanded that 
all the cuts be restored in full. 

Malacahang entered the fray 
by threatening to veto the cuts. 

Malacahang and the House 
blamed the Senate for the stalemate 
but Senate Minority Leader Aquilino 
Pimentel Jz and Sen. Panfilo Lacson 
yesterday said this was unue. 

Pimentel said the bill got stuck 
in the House for eight months 
and neither President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo nor Speaker Jose de 
Venecia Jr cracked the whip on 
theirallies to pass the measure. 

The House finally transmitted 
the bill in early April, instead of 
mid-November last year. 

"So ifthe national budget was not 
passed, it was their (House) fault not 
the Senate's,” Pimentelsaid. | 

"ts clear that they're trying to 
demonize the Senate by portray- 
ing us as villains, But if you really 
analyze what happened to the 
budget, we worked for the interest. 
of the people while Malacahang 
and the House worked for their 
own personal interests,” Lacson 
said over dzBB radio. 
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With Villar at helm, Palace sees pleasant Sona 


that he did not deem it proper 
for the Palace to rejoice about. 
MALACANANG APPEARS UN- it. 

perturbed by the changing of the 
'puard at the Senate next month 
when Sen. Manuel Villar takes 
över from Senate President 
"Franklin Drilon and finds it reas- 
"suring that there will be no awk- 
Watd scene at the rostrum this 
time when President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo delivers her State of the 
Nation Address (Sona) on July 
24, 


As De Venecia and Ms Аг- 
royo's allies cheered and ap- 
plauded her speech, Drilon, 
who had earlier called for her 
resignation, sat glumly and did 
not applaud. 


By Christine O. Avendaño E 


Less-stiff scene 

“Suffice it to say, we would at 
least have a less stiff scene at the 
rostrum as happened last year,” 
he said. 

Claudio was referring to 
last year’s Sona when Drilon 
and Speaker Jose de Venecia 
were a picture of how divided 
the nation was on the leader- 
ship of President Arroyo, who 
at the time had just been ac- 
cused of cheating in the 2004 
elections. 

Ms Arroyo delivered her Sona 
опе month after the release of al- 
leged taped conversations be- 


Takeover 

Villar is set to take over the 
Senate presidency on July 24 
when the third regular ses- 
sion of the 13th Congress be- 
gins. 

But as Claudio put it, the 
Palace had no reason to re- 
joice. 

Last week, Villar dispelled 
expectations he would be more 
accommodating to the Palace 
as he stated his intention of 
taking an independent, if not 
critical, stance. 

Claudio said Villar’s state- 
ment was “good enough for 


the House. 


President Arroyo's political 
adviser Gabriel Claudio said 
esterday that Malacafiang was 
ying to be “ambivalent and аз and the Palace had no hand in 
detached as possible” in the it. 
matter involving the Senate 
presidency. 
£ “Claudio said the change in 
the Senate leadership was “an 
internal matter of the Senate" 


VILLAR Charter change, 


House.” 
“We don't want to be pre- Malacafiang, 
sumptuous about any change 

that may be favorable to the tween her and a top election offi 
administration,” Claudio said cial on rigging the election re- 
in a phone interview, adding sults. 


stalled next month. 
Press 


"Wag mong dibdibin mga problema mo 
Isipin mong ito ay kayang-kaya mo 
Tulad ko, tulad mo kaya nating lahat ito 
Sabayan niyo ako, sama-sama tayo 
CHORUS 1 
Tayo nang magkantahan, habang nagsasayawan 
Problema'y malilimutan, ito ang ating kailangan 
XTREME ... XTREME MAGIC SING! ...,, 
ЖА. 
Tayo'y magsaya, kalimutan muna ang problema 
Magkantahan tayo kahit hanggang umaga 
Si tatay, si nanay, si ate at si kuya 
Kasama ang lahat ng buong pamilya 


(Repeat Chorus 1) 
(Bridge: Instrumental) 
(Repeat Il) 


CHORUS 2 
Iba ang XTREME MAGIC SING 
La'o akong gumagaling 
Champion din sa kantahan 
Hindi lamang sa boxing 
„XTREME ... XTREME MAGIC SING! 
XTREME ... XTREME MAGIC SING! 


nwide! 


The presidential political 
adviser said he expected a 
“more prolific” relationship 
between the Senate and the 
House because Villar, a former 
speaker, "is known to have an 
excellent relationship” with 


“Better appreciation’ 
Claudio said Villar had a 
"better appreciation" of mat- 
ters of the legislative branch 
such as the budget and even 
and this 
“makes for a better relationship 
between the Senate and the 


meanwhile, is 
prepared to move on now that a 
new Senate leader is set to be in- 


Secretary 
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Bunye said the Palace will 
“leave it to the people to ren- 
der the judgment of history 
over the Senate's perfor- 
mance.” 

Bunye said the executive 
branch will just continue to fo- 
сиз “on the business of the na- 
tion, especially in further 
shoring up the economy to boost 
investments and jobs, improve 
education, feed the hungry, heal 
the sick and shelter those in 
need.” 

“These priorities will not be 
sidetracked by political poi- 
son and the degenerated sys- 
tem that the people now want 
to change. Institutional har- 
mony is an ideal goal. Unfor- 
tunately, selfish personal in- 
terests often gets in the way,” 
Bunye said in his “View from 
the Palace” column. 


Pimentel bats 
for ‘cooler’ 
debate on polls 


By T] Burgonio 


Ignacio 


AFTER SEN. RICHARD GORDON'S "TAN- 
trum" that marred the Senate's adjourn- 
ment last Thursday, Senate Minority 
Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. now wants 
a “dispassionate debate" on the auto- 
mated election bill on the floor next 
month. 

Pimentel clarified yesterday that he and six 
other opposition senators were not opposed 
to Gordon's pet measure, but merely wanted 
to discuss its ramifications “dispassionately” 
when Congress opens its third regular session 
on July 24, 

“We are in favor of automation,” Pimentel 
said in an interview, but stressed that Sena- 
tors Sergio Osmefia III, Alfredo Lim, Panfilo 
Lacson, Jinggoy Estrada and Jamby Madrigal 
wanted to introduce "their inputs" into the 
measure. 

“The Senate is nota forum for physical vio- 
lence; it is a forum for intellectual discus- 
sion," he said. “I see the impatience of Senator 
Gordon, but shouting and tantrums will not 
get bills passed.” 

Hours before the adjournment, Gordon 
blew his top upon learning that his bill 
would not be passed since the minority 
moved to interpellate him further, He then 
delivered a fiery speech rebuking the oppo- 
sition senators, and even dared Osmefia to a 
fist fight. 

Gordon lamented that his colleagues 
lacked the urgency to pass the measure that 
seeks to eliminate electoral fraud and speed 
wp the transmission of election results 
through electronic means. 


Gordon’s proposal 

Pimentel also disagreed with Gordon's pro- 
posal to do away with debates and put the 
‘measure to a vote next month to avoid further 
delaying its passage. 

“Thats a sign of youthful exuberance that 
should be tempered by reason,” Pimentel 
said, adding: “We can't do away with debate. 
Forall you know, ifthe proposed amendments 
are discussed, there will be more questions to 
its passage.” 

“We should clarify the perception that no 
matter the mode of counting the votes, if you. 
give much power to the Comelec, it will hard- 
ly achieve the purpose of a clean, honest elec- 
tion." 

Gordon's bill authorizes the Commission 
оп Elections to use a tamper-proof automat- 
ed election system (AES) partially in the 
2007 elections and fully in subsequent elec- 
tions. 

‘The proposed measure amends and ex- 
pands the scope of the current automa- 
tion law, Republic Act 8436, by authoriz- 
ing the use of an AES in the voting, 
counting, consolidation, canvassing and 
transmission of election and other pro- 
cesses, 

‘The minority leader also allayed fears the 
bill's delayed approval would imperil the 
election modernization program. 

“Realistically speaking, if we can pass the 
bill by August, then we will still have eight 
months to prepare for the May 2007 elec- 
tions,” he said. 


Correction 


IN THE JUNE 10 ISSUE, a front-page 
story—"Worst still to come, Bulusan folk 
‘warned”—misstated the name of Sorso- 
gon division superintendent of the De- 
partment of Education, The acting 
DepEd division superintendent in Sorso- 
gon is Marilyn Dimaano—not Nelly Be- 
loso, who died last month. 

Readers may send their requests for сопс. 
tion à factual errors in wrang to the Day 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquire; PDI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
‘Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk @nqurercom ph 

Complaints about lack of fairness or objec- 
tivity may be sent to Lorna Kataw Tirol, read- 
ers advocate, e-mail address: readersadvo- 
feate@inquirercom. ph or fax Nos, 897-47- 
95/94, Atn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 
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Kirby Ann Basken (center) was crowned Mutya 
ng Pilipinas-Asia Pacific International and Vera 
Eumee Reiter (2nd from right) was chosen 
Mutya ng Pilipinas-Tourism International at the 
pageant held Friday at the AFP Theater in 
Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. Their court is 
composed of, from left, 3rd runner-up Lorraine. 
Orpilla Erum, Ist runner-up Patricia Fernandez 
and 2nd runner-up April Love Jordan. roo. noron 


Clearing OFWs 
for travel just 
a click away 


TT WILL BE HASSLE-FREE TRAVEL FOR OVER- 
seas Filipino workers with valid documents 
from now on. 

‘A departing OFW will no longer have to 
suffer the inconvenience of waiting a long 
time for his or her travel documents to be vali- 
dated before being cleared for travel abroad. 

“E will only take the OFW about five seconds to 
(have the documents) verified at the designated 
counters,” the Philippine Overseas Employment 
Administration (POEA) said in a statement. 

‘The POEA said that an electronic database 
system that expedites the validation of docu- 
ments of departing Filipino workers was 
launched Thursday at the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport (Naia). 

The OFW e-Link Deployment System al- 
lows airport authority staffers and immigra- 
tion officers to make an online verification of 
(OFW documents and data with the POEA. 

Among these documents is the Overseas 
Employment Certificate (OEC) 

Aside from presenting the OEC to the POEA 
counter at the Naia, a departing Filipino worker 
‘would also have to show it to the airport staff to 
avail of the exemption from the Р55О terminal fee, 
and finally to the immigration officer who would 
determine the authenticity of the document. 

‘Any doubts raised on the authenticity of 
the ОЕС, for example, by an agency represen- 
tative from the POEA, the airport authority or 
the Bureau of Immigration could be checked 
onthe e-Link System. 

The OFW e-Link Deployment System is 
part of the OFW e-Link Program, which im- 
plements an electronic system among all gov- 
ernment agencies involved in the documenta- 
tion of Filipino workers, the POEA said. 

‘The POEA signed a memorandum of under- 
standing with the Manila International Airport 
Authority (Miaa) and the BI for the implemen- 
tation of the OFW e-Link Program at the Майа. 

Under the program, the Miaa and the BI 
will be provided with a network connection 
that would allow 24-hour online inquiry on 
the РОЕАЗ OFW database. Nikko Dizon 


Turkish ship 
runs aground 


А TURKISH CARGO VESSEL RAN AGROUND 
off Tawi-Tawi province on Saturday afternoon, 
the Philippine Coast Guard reported yesterday. 

‘The M/V Kihram Asya, with 60,000 gross 
tonnage, ran aground 35 nautical miles west 
northwest of Марип Island in Tawi-Tawi. At 
the time of the incident, the vessel had come 
from Malaysia and was bound for Singapore. 

It was carrying 28 crew members who are 
all Turkish nationals, and a shipment of nick- 
el. According to the PCG, the ship's captain 
had tried pulling out of its grounded position 
using the ship's own power to no avail. 

‘The PCG station in Mapun sent its personnel 
to provide assistance to the grounded vessel up- 
оп learning of the incident. As of press time, the 
‘vessel had yet to be moved from her position. 

PCG Commandant Vice Admiral Arthur 
Gosingan also dispatched members of the Spe- 
cial Operations Group to the area to conduct an 
underwater inspection to check the ship's con- 
dition, and to provide security to the Turkish na- 
tionalsand their vessel. — Leila B. Salaverria 


ЕА 
‘Happy ending’ for FPJ ki 


IT WAS A "HAPPY ENDING" AF- 
ter all, just like in the movies. 
The family of the late movie 
king Fernando Poe Jr. may have 
snubbed the Malacafiang ceremo- 
+ ny conferring a National Artist 
Award on him last Friday morning 
but they showed up for the exhibit 
and tribute paid him hours later 
but this time outside the Palace. 
Presidential Adviser on Cul- 
ture Cecile Guidote-Alvarez said 
yesterday Poe's daughter, Grace 
Poe Llamanzares, along with her 
husband and son attended the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines 
exhibit and tribute given Poe and 
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UN 
ng 
refused to go to Malacafiang' to 
receive it from President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo, who has been .ac- 
cused of cheating Poe out of the 
2004 elections. be 
Alvarez said she intended to 
write a letter to the Poe family to 
tell them the golden medallion 
and National Artist citation were 
available and they could claim it. 
"They will have to get it from 
Malacahang or we could make 
some kind of arrangement ..."Al- 
varez said. 
She said it turned out to be-a 
"happy ending? because the famj- 
ly acknowledged the award, 


which she reiterated was apoliti 
cal. 


the six other National Artist 
awardees on Friday night. 

Alvarez said she was able to 
chat with Grace who let her son, 
Brian, represent her father who 
was cited as the National Artist 
awardee for film. 

"It was very relevant that they 
sent FPJ's grandson to his tribute 
which had to do with his legacy to 
the youth,” Alvarez said in a 
phone interview. 

The Poe family also joined the 
reception afterwards, she said, 

For Alvarez, the “very pres- 

е” of the Poe family was an 
dication that they were accept- 
ing the National Artist Award" af- 
ter Poe's widow, Susan Roces, had 
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PADCAL, BENGUET—AS THE 
Philippines's mining sector en- 
joys: a long-awaited revival, 
‘copper mill manager Libby Ri- 
cafort has a problem—tival 
firms have poached half of the 
sixstaffers in his metallurgy di- 
vision. 

“Wo of them left last year" 
the:Philex Mining Corp. official 
told.AFP “1 lost another one this 
year” 

Mineralogists, geologists, min- 
ing engineers and experts in re- 
lated fields have become the star 
targets of headhunting firms as 
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personnel bedevils mining industry 


enth in chromite and eighth in 
nickel. 

“Our geologists in the bureau 
are being pirated by the private 
sector” where they are offered 
“more than three or four times” 
the government salary, said Anto- 
nio Apostol, head of the lands ge- 
ological survey division of the 
Mines and Geosciences Bureau. 


On the frontline 

Geologists are on the frontline 
ofthe mineral extraction industry 
and are often assigned to remote 
inaccessible mountains and 
streams for months at a time to 
collect soil and rock samples to 
test for ore reserves. 

Mining engineers then design 
the method for extracting the re- 
source, while metallurgists ana- 
lyze core samples from prospect 
fields and assay the mine's out- 
рш. 

‘The Philippines licensed just 
2,758 mining engineers between 
1927 and 2005, and only 875 re- 
main in the profession, said Luis 
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foreign investors pour into the 
country’s resources sector. 

Philex—which operates the 
Philippines's lone surviving cop- 
per and gold mine under Mt. San- 
to Tomas here and has been in 
business since 1958—has not 
faced such a hiring crisis ina long. 
while. 

"Today the demand for geolo- 
gists is very high,” said Philex en- 
vironment division manager Re- 
dempta Baluda, a former mem- 
ber of the governments licensing 
board for the profession. 

“There is a gap in the geology 


and mining (fields) after the min- 
ing industry suffered a lull,” said 
Baluda, a licensed geologist. 


invented themselves 

"Prior to this mining boom, the. 
remaining geologists had rein- 
vented themselves and gone into 
teaching or went abroad. But 
now, my God, finding and hiring 
one is so difficult," she said. 

Metals prices collapsed in the 
1990s and a 1996 copper mine 
tailings spill unleashed a nation- 
wide antimining sentiment that 
has not abated despite the pas- 
sage of a stricter mining code 
confirmed by the Supreme Court 
in 2004. 

More recently, a tailings spill at 
its mine in Albay resulted in the 
shutdown of Australia's Lafayette 
Mines there. 

Baluda said only four schools 
offer geology training in the 
Philippines, producing 40 gradu- 
ates a year in a country that has 
the world’s third largest gold re- 
serves, the fourth in copper, sev- 


Sarmiento, director of the Philip- 
pine Mine Safety and Environ- 
ment Association. 

“Our profession is going the 
way of the dinosaur," he said ina 
speech at an Asian mining con- 
ference: in Manila earlier this 
year. 

Recent Philex recruit Venancio 
Gel Romero was one of only 20 
mining engineers who obtained 
their licenses after taking the 
2002 board exams. « 

But jobs in his field were then 
in such short supply that Romero 
accepted P10,000, a, month to 
work the night Shift at an IT call 
center, fielding Queries froni be- 
fuddled computer: users half a 
wondaway . ^ 


Tidal wave of job offers . 

Now the bespectacled 28-year- 
old Romero fields a tidal wave of 
job offers, some of them from 
abroad. S 

* think this field will become 
more popular due to the current 
boom in the mining industry,” he 
told AFP. 

It takes five years, however, to 
produce а. new batch of engi- 
neers--about the same amount 
of time it takes to get a prospec- 
tive mine into production. 

‘Sarmiento said tyo of only five 


schools that offered the mining 
engineering degree in the 1990s 
had stopped the program, while 
the remaining three were strug- 
gling with nearly nonexistent en- 
rollment. 

“The gap between supply and 
demand for mining engineers is 
widening. This will worsen even 
further in the coming years,” he 
warned. 


Promising outlook 

Some two dozen mining pro- 
jects for gold, silver, copper, nick- 
eland zincare in various stages of 
development in the Philippines 
after the 2004 Supreme Court 
ruling opened the floodgates to 
about $1 billion in new invest- 
ments. 

The court ruling practically co- 
incided with the start of the surge 
in metals prices. 

The outlook for rank and file 
miners is promising here in 
Barangay Padcal where the low- 
est-ranked Philex employee earns 
about 44 percent more than the 
minimum wage and employees 
enjoy free housing and utilities, 
medical expenses and education 
for their children. 

About 50 people apply for ev- 
ery job, said second-generation 
Philex miner Edgar Prangan. AFP 
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PAGKA-UBOS NG ISIP : WHAT FILIPINO: STUDENTS ARE LEARNING FROM PHILIPPINE TEXTBOOKS 


ANTONIO CALIPJO GO 
Academic Supervisor, Marian School of Quezon City 


Here are some of the more than 500 errors to be found 
їп the 250-page textbook HISTORY OF ASIAN NATIONS. 


outlet for capital fleeing Afghanistan and iran. sin some 
cultures like Japan, i is wrong! d that suicide can 


mn & їп the 12th century BC, a tribe of Koreans from 
the area near Beijing. China moved io Korea and established 


SEVENTH (2005) EDITION ("the classic and best-selling 
textbook on Asia їп the Philippines since the 1960s"). Written 
RIO FERNANDEZ ZAIDE ("Dean of Filipino 
Historians” and "Mr. History) and his daughter DR. SONIA 
MAGBANUA ZAIDE (first Filipino M. Sc. and Ph. D. from the 
London Schoo! of Economics and Political Science, took up 
language and civilization courses at universities in Paris, 
Madrid, Malaga and Salamanca and has written over 50 books 
cluding Ше 27-volume "Tokyo War Crimes Trial"). Published 
у ALL: 15 PUBLISHING CO. (-ploneering 
academic Christian publisher in the Philippines"). This 
textbook had been translated to Filipino under the tle of 
KASAYSAYAN NG MGA BANSANG ASYANO, IKA-PITONG 
12005) EDISYON (ang pangunahin at pinakamabiling aklat- 
aralin tungkol sa Asya dito sa Pilipinas mula pa noong di 
60°). This textbook had in fact been the subject of a series of 
articles on DEFECTIVE TEXTBOOKS which were published 
in the Inquirer in the year 2000. Six years later, the 7th (2005) 
Edition still contains all the errors I cited In those articles. 
Dr. Zaide obviously thinks the errors arc по! errors and 
therefore need no! be corrected. Lei the public now decide, 
before the Вз and 9th Editions come to Ше. 


YOU MUST LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR . . . 


Only Christ and none of the other great religious figures has 
risen from the dead. Muhammad is buried at Medina, Abraham 
in Palestine, Moses at Sinai. Buddha in Nepal and Confucius 
їп China, Thus, Christ is “the first-born among the dead,” 
proof of his divinity and ultimate authority. Christ was 
certainly greater than other relig ers, for he resurrected 
from the grave. His disciples preached a new way of salvation 
by personally accepting God's grace through faith in Jesus, 
rather than a religion of good works. e Muhammad claimed lo 


be honorable. Geisha giris from Japan worked as bar giris 
and prostitutes in the Philippines al the turn of the century. 
nul WW Il. Filipinos had more money and hired Japanese 
as gardeners, farmers and duck raisers. e Indian religious art 
may be the earliest examples of pornography. e The United 
States. by deserting its ally South Vietnam in the darkest 
hour of ns need, has lost face. The tall. rich bul decadent 
Americans had lost to the small, poor but determined 
‘Asians. sUntil today, the Buddhist majority in Sri Lanka still 
have a 2,000 year old nightmare that the goal of the Tamil 
minority is lo drive them Into the sea Other religions of 
lesser stature: Judaism, Shinto. Confucianism, Taoism and 
Zoroastrianism. e The demonstration at Tiananmen Square 
was inspired by the People Power Revolution in the 
Philippines in 1986 but the Chinese did not have the 
Christian spirit behind them so they failed- The Timorese 
were not converted to the major religions of Islam and 
Hinduism but they were converted to Christianity. Ngo Dinh 
Diem's corrupt relatives and Catholic religion antagonized 
his own people. «King Sihanouk of Cambodia abdicated the 
throne im favor of his father. When he was asked why he 
gave up the throne, he said: “Kings are shot at but not 
princes." The new Cambodian king. Norodom Sihamoni. а 
former ballet dancer, is not married. e Prajadhipok abdicated 
the throne in 1935. His nephew Ananda Mahidol succeeded 
him but died in 1946 of a mysterious bullet wound. His 
younger brother ascended the throne and became the present 
king of Thailand. Bhumibol Adulyadej. Thais are amiable, 
happy. small During WW ll, Thailand cooperated with 
Japan. allowing Japanese forces to pass through on their 
Уау lo conquer British Malaya and Singapore. e Jordan's 
King Hussein, Ике Henry УШ of England, was a connoisseur 
of beautiful women. He married and divorced several wives, 
which is allowed in Islam. e Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah has 


be "the prophet of god (АЙаһГ`. His specific mission was to 
deny the divinity or final authority of Jesus Christ. whom 
Muhammad sald was just another minor prophet like Abraham, 
David or Moses, According to Muhammad, there was only one 
god (Allah) and his greatest prophet was Muhammad. * The 
main reason why Asians are the poorest in the world is that 
most Asians worship many gods and have false religious 
practices but they do nol know the One True God — Jesus 
Most Aslan religions use Images. statues and temples to 
represent God. (Accompanying pictures show a Hindu temple 
and an Image of Buddha.) ө Saudi Arabia is not a democratic 
country. There is a big gap in the lifestyle of the rich elders 
(sheiks) and the common people. The rich oil sheiks live in 
fabulous wealth, with palatial mansions, numerous servants 
and bodyguards, alrconditioned rooms and cars Imported from 
abroad. Most Arabs are poor illiterate desert nomads who do 

DL ike regular work or discipline, They are content to Бе 
dependents. Women are considered the property of their 
father or husband, The Saudis did not invest their petrodollars 
wisely. The once booming hotels are nearly empty. They have 
stopped on thelr foreign debis to international banks 
by CHIE Shariah (Muslim) law which forbids interest on 
loans, Thus, the once rich-spender Saudis are now in trouble 
with foreign bankers. ө The United Arab Emirates Arabs used 
lo be pirates. This area of the Persian Gulf was notorious for 
piracy, They preyed on trade between Europe and China. The 
British came іп 1806 to impose order against the Arab pirates. 
In 1853 piracy was finally wiped out. Thus, the Pirate Coast 
became the respectable Trucial States. From a tribal group of 
pirates, seafarers and desert nomads, the UAE Arabs have 
become affluent. The most outstanding examples of Ill- 
conceived investments in the Arab world are found in the 
UAE. Ports and so-called international airports stand cheek 
lo cheek. Every member In the UAE has an international 
airport of its own. making cynics joke that the state boundaries 


iwo wives in Brunel and a reputation for lavish spending. 
S'A political feud has erupted in the Bhutto family. Benazir. 
the prime minister of Pakistan, is quarreling with her 
mother Nusrat. 

T YOU LOVE YOURSELF | WAY TOO MUCI 
= The Philippines has always been "ihe light of Asta.” 
Filipinos will be used by the Lord lo bring Christianity to the 
vast millions of China. Filipinos are destined to be the 
missionaries and apostles for the end times. At least 3 
billion people in Asia have yet to hear about Jesus, the Son 
of God. e Rizal is considered as “The Greatest Man of the 
Malay Race.” He Inspired the Japanese to aspire for their 
own freedom. eFrance succeeded in carving ош a colonial 
empire in Asta with the help of the Filipinos. The Philippines 
helped Basi Timor become the newest independent nation. 

nerilla tactics were later copied by other Asian 
svolullonists like Mao Zedong and Wo Chi Minh. e Fo 

Philippine Islands In the South Pacific include Guam, the 
Marianas, the Caroline lalands and Palau. e The colored 
peoples of Asia have suddenly become adventurous and 
confident while the mers. insect 

" and hardened 
TRUE, GOOD AND BEAUTIFUL FACTS TO MEMORIZE 
AND REMEMBER 


© Although Portuguese explores iraders were Ши 
(o reach the Philippines (а Y-shaped archipelago), it was а 
Spanish expedition led by Magellan who first came to the 
islands In 1521. e Hirohito was really a wise emperor. It was 
he who decided that Japan should end the war and surrender 
after the atomie bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. 
© The platypus lives on ants, which it catches with its long 


md where the next runway begins. Dubal is the nerve center 
for smuggling Western currency, gold and other goods and is 


nose and sticky tongue. lis body is covered with sharp 
spines. The duck mole resembles a rat bul has a wide nose 


a new country (Korea). Descendants of these tribal Koreans 
Sul live im China today. e The word “meridian” sounds like 
а soft drink. ө The Philippine Revolution in 1896 was 
Supported by the Japanese. e Brunet used lo be the world's 
main producer of chewing gum until the introduction of 
syntheüc gum in the 1930s. e Because of the collapse of 
communism in Vietnam, many Vietnamese today have 
accepied Christianity despite the censorship on religion by 
the government. Bangladesh (90% Muslim) is now 
experiencing a Christian revival. South Koreans have the 
largest Christian churches in the world. e Today. Lebanon is 
in the midst of the worst civil war in the world and is living 
on borrowed time and international charity. Today. the oil- 
fich Gulf States are threatened by the escalating Iran-Iraq 
War. © The Christians who cursed and persecuted the Jews 
came to a disastrous end, eg. Hitler and the Nazis who killed 
8 million Jews during WW Il. Christians who helped the 
Jews were blessed, e.g. the Americans who supported Israel, 
— APEC is best known as the annual meeting when heads of 
States dress up in the native costumes of thelr host nation and 
pose for а group picture. eThunderstorms are so frequent in 
Bhutan that it is known as "The Land of Thunder Dragons.” 
«The Jews in Israel cradled two major religions — Judaism 
and Christianity. Jews wrote all the books of the Bible, a holy 
book of both Judaism and Christianity. e The overcrowding of 
people has caused such disasters as floods. droughis and 
famine. е3 million dead and 6 million Afghan refugees fled to 
Pakistan. eYak, nauve goat of Tibet. 

Г; Los т! 7101 
= Коте became the mistress of the Western World (ang Roma ay 
naging Kerida ng Kanluraning Daigdig). Brown bear 
(kayumangging oso). Berlin-Rome-Tokyo Axis (Ehe ng Berlin- 
Homa-Tokyol. Heavy rains (mabigat na patak ng шап). Boat 
people (mga taong nasa bangka: bangkang-tao). Chewing gum 
Usuwing gam). Yellow race (taong madidiaw] Pearl fishing 
(pangingisda ng perlas]. Buddha the Enlightened One (ang 
Naliwanagang isa). The body of the plalypus Is covered with 
sharp spines (Ang katawan nito ay nababalutan ng matutulis na 
рако). Korea was called “Chosun" (Ang Korea ay (пама na 
“bini. Cold chills (malalamig na ginaw). Offshore ой (langis 
na nasa pampang). Upland coffee (kape ng kataasan). Ghetto 
(sapilitang slum), Crown prince (prinsipeng pangkoronal. Half- 
brother (kapatid sa isang magulang). Showcase of democracy 
Uskaparate ng demokrasya). Writing brush (escoba sa pagsusulat). 
Chivalry (kagalantihan). Blackmail the government (kuwalahan 
ang pamahalaan). Cream of society (Krim ng lipunan). Top man 
(pinakamataas na lalaki). Coup d'etat (pagtapon sa pamahalaan) 
Miracle rice (makahimalang bigas). Pearl Harbor (Daungang 
Pearl). Great Wall of China (Dakilang Pader). Inner Mongolia 
(Panloob na Mongolia). Broke with tradition (bumakli ng 
iradisyon). Busilihg megapolis (nagmamadaling megapolis). 
Minor prophet (танй ha propeta). Crony (katotol. Lifted martial 
law (ungas o Inangat ang batas militar). Ceylon's Adam's Peak 
(Tuktok ni Adan). Young gunman (batang asintado). Converted 
the tribe (kinumberte ang tribo). Relative by marriage (kamag: 
anak sa kasa). Umayyad Caliphate (Kalipayt nl Umayyad). Finest 
woolen. wear: (pinlakamulinaw na kasuutang lana) The gentle 
Gandhi (maamong: sí Gandhi). Refugee camp (kampong takas). 
Simultaneous attack’ (sabayang alakihan). Polished diamond 

intab ра brilyante). The British knighted his son 
(kmabalyero ng: Britanya ang kanyang anak). Military hardware 
thardwer militar]..Scud missile (Кай misil). Missile rocket 
(misayl па -rakellp.lgracl.fe}(dyet Israeli). Treat them kindly 
(iratuhin nang maibigin). Cassette (kaset). Army (armi). Appliance 
{aplayans). Party рг: The people have mixed blood (may 
dugong halo). Cotton mill (gilingan ng bulak). Water mill 
(gilingan ng tubig). Brain drain (pagka-ubos ng isip.) 
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More madrasah 
classes slated 


MUSLIM CHILDREN WILL HAVE MORE 
opportunities to study under the madrasah 
system as the Department of Education is set 
to offer more madrasah classes in the public 
schools this school year. 

For the second year, the DepEd is offering 
madrasah classes to more than 1,800 elemen- 
tary school students in the National Capital 
Region, said DepEd Officer in Charge Fe Hi- 
dalgo in a statement. 

“The education of our Muslim children is 
an important concern of our President. Our 
government is very much committed to en- 
suring a bright future for our Muslim chil- 
dren,” Hidalgo said. 

"The madrasah classes will actually serve 
‘both Muslims and non-Muslims. The objec- 
tive is to make Muslims feel they are truly part 
of this country and that they are not prohibit- 
ed from practicing their own religion. For 
non-Muslims, this can be the basis of their un- 
derstanding of the Muslim culture.” 

‘Aside from basic subjects like English, 
Math, Filipino, Makabayan and Science, 
madrasah classes will teach the Arabic lan- 
guage and Islamic values, she said. 

This years madrasah program kicked off 
last Saturday morning at the Commonwealth 
Elementary School in Quezon City. 

In attendance were: Hidalgo DepEd: Under- 
secretary for Muslim Affairs Manaros Boransing, 
Presidential Assistant for Education Antonio In- 
‘ocentes, DepEd NCR Director Teresita Domalan- 
ta and Dr. Gamal М. Ahmed, representative of 
the World Islamic Call Society of Libya (WICS). 

The WICS has committed to support the print- 
ing of madrasah books, specifically on the Arabic 
language and Islamic values, from grade 1 to 
high school. The printing of the books will be 
done over a 10-year period and will cost around 
P500 million, Boransing told the INQUIRER. 

“The curriculum of the classes will be 
geared toward building peace and under- 
standing among our people,” Boransing said. 

Alcuin Papa 


io Alcantara (2nd from left). 
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10th Week in Ordinary Time 
Ist Reading: 1K17:16 
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up 
the mountain. He sat down and his disciples 
gathered around him. Then he spoke and be- 
ganto teach them: 

Fortunate are those who are poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Fortunate are those who mourn, they shall 
be comforted. 

Fortunate are the gentle, they shall possess 
the land. 

Fortunate are those who hunger and thirst 
for justice, for they shall be satisfied. 

Fortunate are the merciful, for they shall 
find mercy. 

Fortunate are those with a pure heart, for 
they shall see God. 

Fortunate are those who work for peace, 
they shall be called children of God. 

Fortunate are those who are persecuted for 
the cause of justice, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Fortunate are you, when people insult you 
and persecute you and speak all kinds of evil 
against you because you are my followers. Be 
glad and joyful, for à great reward is kept for 
You in God. This is how this people persecut- 
ей the prophets who lived before you. 
Commentary 

As we begin our ordinary grace filled lives, 
expressing worship and belief publicly, we are 
given the foundations of what we are to become 
‘and practice as communities of Jesus: first, obe- 
dience (Elijah, the story of the power of the 
Word in weather, lives and history). And we 
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DepEd defends sex ed. 
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‘The landslide-affected town of San Francisco, Southern Leyte, is the recipient of two 
school buildings donated by Taiwan. At the capsule-laying rite were Taiwan’s Ambassador 
les Hsin-Hsing Wu (2nd from right), Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla (3rd 
from right), Southern Leyte Gov. Rosette Lerias (4th from left) and Petron Corp. 
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By Alcuin Papa 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
is not pushing premarital sex in the 
public schools with lessons on the use 
of condoms and other contraceptives. 

DepEd Officer in Charge Fe Hidal- 
go said the aim of the lessons is to in- 
form the students of the responsibili- 
ties and consequences of engaging in 
premarital sex. 

“It is not true that we tolerate sex 
outside of marriage. Government 
does not encourage that and we are 
trying to teach students to say no (то 
premarital sex),” Hidalgo told the In- 
лава. 

Recently, Dr. Angelita Aguirre, 
head of Human Life International, 
an attached organization of the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines-Episcopal Commission 
on Family and Life (CBCP-ECFL), 


wrote Hidalgo about a high school 
teaching module that Aguirre said 
promoted premarital sex. She said 
she found the inclusion of sex educa- 
tion in the public school curriculum 
“disturbing.” 

“The teaching guide in the hands of 
teachers is there to help them give the 
correct information to the students. 1 
have gone through the material my- 
self.” Hidalgo said. 

She said that based on studies that 
showed that the youth were getting 
more involved in sexual activities, the 
DepEd saw fit to educate them about 
sex. 

“We felt that because of the statis- 
tics and surveys, we should respond 
tothat. Thisis all about adolescent re- 
productive health and we felt that we 
should inform the students of the 
consequences so they could be re- 
sponsible for their actions. There is 
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nothing there that says it's okay. We! 
agree that, ideally, its the parents" 
who should be explaining these! 
things to [their children], but "мег 
think it should be a collaborative ef}? 
fort," Hidalgo said. il 
In her letter to Hidalgo, Aguirre 
said the teaching module was devoid 
of “full disclosure and truth telling” 
because it failed, for example, to-inct 
form the students that using a con» 
dom did not guarantee 100-percent. 
protection from sexually transmitted 
diseases: r 
The module is set to be distributed. 
to teachers this month. d 
Aguirre said the module could give 
the students the wrong impression 
that itis all right to engage in premar- | 
ital sex. 
She said that if anyone should be | 
teaching the students about sex, it 
should be their parents. 
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learn the marks of a Christed one: poor, lowly 
(nonviolent), hungry and thirsty for jus 
tice/holiness; merciful, single-hearted, a peace- 
maker; and at times if we do these things well, 
we become persecuted for holiness’ sake. And 
always we are to rejoice and be prophets of the 
truth, the Word of God to the world (in the tra- 
dition of Elijah, Jesus and those who have gone 
before us in faith). 

Clarenan Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil- 
log Diliman, Quezon y ÜP PO x 
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Somebody out to sabotage PCGG, says Abcede 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
No. 2006012 


BIDDING FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF ME-5 
[REMITTANCE FORMS FOR THE EMPLOYED SECTOR 


The Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth), through the Corporate 
‘Operating Budget (COB) 2006 intends lo apply the sum of Php 2412.500.00 being the 
‘Approved Budget lor he Contract (ABC) to payments under he contract for the Procurement 
‘of ME-5 Remittance Forms for the Employed Sector. Bids received In excess of the ABC 
shall be automaticaly rejected at Bid opening, 


Philleath now invites Bids from eligible Bidders fo the sad procurement with the folowing 
speeticalons: 
JOB TLE 
QUANTITY 


: ME Remittance Forms for the Employed Sector 


1 50000 pads (10,000,000 sheets) 
(60 sets per pad @ 4 copies per se) 


sae : Wah : 7:75 inches 
lengh : Sinches 


2 "Qus Colored Carbonless Paper 
Impression must be car up е вч ру 
Тару - Wte Carbon ess paper 
2nd Py - Yelow Carbonless paper 
зау Green Cartones paper 
Ab Piy- Pink Carton tess paper 
Wrapping Paper Cover 
Chibost Back Cover 


Offset Pining | Red Gum Padded 
Back to back pining on all copies 


Pre-numbered (8 dgis) 
‘AU Numeric (Crash Numbering) 
50,000 pads 


+ 80 pads per comugated box 
Serial numbers must be posted on two (2) opposte sides of 
the box. 


MATERIAL 


Packaging 


Delivery. 


MES 
Series Nos. (rom - To 


Schedule of 
Dime. | Sets 


Delivery Date 


T4 — [18990 | 713237507 - 214137600 | 15days ater nonce to proceed 


2nd [18000 | 204137501 - 214937500 | 15 days asthe trs delwery 


du — [15000 | 214037501 - 215137500 | 1 days айа е second deivery 


Bidding wil be conducted trough open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
decrelonary passa crteria as specified inthe “implementng Rules and Regulators Part 
A IRR-A) of Republ Act 9184, otherwise known as the “Government Procurement Relorm 
Act and is resuiced о Fino Citzens/Sole Proprietorships. organizations wit а east 
sit percent (60%) interest or oustanding captal sock belonging t cizens of the 
Philippines, and lo citizens or organizations ol а county the laws o regulations of which 
giant simlar rights ог privileges to Filipino Clizens, pursuant lo Republic Act 5183 and 
‘Subject to Commonweath Act 138. Only Bids from Bidders who pass Ве eighty check 
чий be opened. The bidder wth the Lowes! Calculated Bid (LCB) shal advance to те post 
quatficaion stage in order 1o finaly determine responsiveness of the bid o те technical 
and fnancial requirements. The contact shal then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated 
Responsive Bidder (CRE) who would be determined as such afer the post qualification 
procedure 


Interested Bikers may obtain further Information kom the Office of the Secretariat for 
the Bids and Awards Committees (OSBAC) in the Central Offce ol Phifieath. Room 
1107 Ith for Ctystta Centre, 709 Shaw Bhd, Pasig City, and inspect the Bidang 
Documents Кот 8:0 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


А complete set of Bidding Documents should be purchased by interested Bidders from 
June 12 - 29. 2006 al he address below and upon payment of a non relundae fee ın the 
amount of P3,000.00 cash. The prospecine Bidder or his authorzed represenate shall 
тесеме the Bidding Documents personally 


PhiHeath ий hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to al mierested partes on June 30, 2006 
‘at 10:30 am. at the OSBAC Conference Room (Rm. 1106), PhiHeath Cental Otce, 
Tin foo Caystate Cente, 109 Shaw Bid, Pasig Cay. 


Bids and eighty requirements must be delivered tothe OSBAC Conference Room on 
‘oF belore July 14, 2006, 10:30 am. The offical tme shal! be based on the wal clock 
located at he OSBAC Conference Room. Late Bads shall not be accepted. 


Bid opening shall be on July 4, 2006, 1030 am. al the OSBAC Conference Room. 
Bids wl be opened in Ше presence ol he Bxiders'representawes who choose to atend. 


CY 200410 CY 2005s the relevant period for contacts which willbe required to bo submited 
ЛА 


PhiHeath reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid. o annul the bidding process. and 
отар al Bids at any ume prior o contact award, without thereby incunng any Batay to 
the aflocied Bidder or Bidders. 


(fe ite Socretanat ы he Bids and Awards Commies п те Cel Oca 
MR. JOSEPH O. VERGARA 

Fan. 1107, T For Cyst Cort, X9 Shaw Bir, Pasig Cay 

та. (02) 531899 locals 1128, 130 and 1020 

өтә! a osbacapiubcah gg 

Tacsmio No 6374735 

vw praean рур! 


(Sod) ATTY. VALENTIN C. GUANIO 
Cnarperson, Bids and Awards Commitee for Goods and Services 


(redone па (1000 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Republic of the Philippines 
[e 
PURCHASE OF VARIQUS VEHICLES. 
(Name of Project) 
4 tems of Various Vehicle (pis. see ао detats @ wav gensantos gov ph) 


The Local Government Unit of General Santos City now invites Bids кот 
mals ace a aag dau Vl, Suva Ө те ООО m 
аша by 30 calendar Saya. Te SEPIA of an aigtia заде а солей in 
Section П of the ‘Bang Documents 178. 


the post quauficaton sage in order 19 Analy delemuno responsiva of ihe bid lo 
technical and financial requromonts of the project Tha coniac shall iher De 
‘warded o те Lowest Саадан and Responsive der (LCS) who was ceteminad 
AT euch during ihe post-qualicabon procedure 

Interested Eligible Bidders may obtain further information from the Local 
Government Unit of General Santos City ard speci me Bidding Documents ai 
the address given below кот 800 AM to 500 РМ 

А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by Bidders thal passed 
{he ему®апу check upon the presentation of the Notice of ERgbany lo the BAC 
Secreianat al the address below and upon payment of а nonrefundable lee of 
4,000.00 io the Су Treasure's Осе. The lang Documenis shal be received 
personaly by the beider or Ns authorized representaue. 


pen o ol treated on June 15, 2006, 
Office, 2 Floor, Right Wing, City Н. 


Bids ang Awards Commitee 
Sina Y Pigs 

2 Foor. Right Wing. Сау Hall Bung 
Tel. Nos. (085) 301-9583, (083) 3027210 
Fax: (063) 301-0853, 

Webato address www gonsantos.gov.oh 


General Santos City 


(6x8) NAEL JOSEPH D. CRUSPERO 
(Pot dune 54122008) ‘BAC Chairman 


ерис of the Phappines 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
{Fh Fras Gat naman Sw Mapa St Окту Са 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY ANB TO BID 


ne 5, 2008 
‘The Goverment of the Philippines (GOP). rough the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government (DILG), nas received an ODA Loan from Japan Bank for 
internstons! Coopeaon BIG be amount of FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY 
FIVE AND FIFTY АЬЕМ JAPANESE YEN (V485.52 miton) toward 
the cost of the Rura! Water Supply and Sanitation Project, Prase V (RWSSP 
V) Loan Agreement No. PH-P201. dated December 28, 1999, and intends to 
apply а potion of Ino proceeds of ine loan to payments under the contract for 
Which is Inviato to Apply for Exgbiiy and о Bis issued. Disbursement of 
The ODA Loan by JBIC wal be subject. in ali respects, to e terms and conditions. 
of the Loan Agreement, including the disbursement procedures and the 
“Gudeines for Procurement under JBIC ODA Loans”. No party, other than the 
СОР. shall derive any nghi kom the Loan Agreement or have any claim to loan 
proceeds. The above Loan Agreement wil cover only a part of the project cost 

‘hs to the remaining portion. the GOP and the concemed Provincial Local 

‘Government Unit (LGU) wil take appropriate measures for finance, 

JBIC requires that the bidders and contractors, as well as the GOP and the 

Proviaer LGU, under contracts funded wah JBIC ODA Loans and other 

Japanese ODA, observe the highest standard of исз Gunng the procurement 

‘and executon of such contracts. In pursuance of fis policy. JBIC: 

(8) wat reject proposal for award iit determines that the bidder recommended 
oc award has engaged m corrupt and fraudulent practices m competing for 
the contracti quesionz 

(5) wil recognize a contractor as neige, tor a pared determined by JBIC. to 
be awarded a contract funded win JBIC ODA Loans f at any given tme, t 
is determined tet the contractor has engaged in corrupt or fraudulent 
‘practices in competing for, or in executing. another contract funded wah 
BIC ODA Loans or oiner Japanese ODA. 

The Provincial LGU of the Province of locos Sur, hereinafter the Employer, 

"nvies al interested Contractors, indudng voluntary formed joint ventures, 

from all counines and areas to submit Expression of Interest for Eigbity 

Processing, Local Contractors shall be holders of Philippine Contractor's 

‘Accreditation Board (PCAB) License and Cerülcate of Registration and 

Сезәлсазоп of Contracors аз Meder B tor Water Supply Foregn Соога» 

must bo kcansed and сепйва by the Embassy/Consuiale in the country as а 

bonafide Contractor. И und Elgie, the Contractor must bid for the folowng: 

DalingiConsirueton of water supply projects, consisting of 24 unis deep wel 

T'uvis shalow wel and instalation of ron removal facites as appicatie, and 

Bunt of schoo тое and 1 unit of pubic todet; ай as one contact package. 

Contract duration ıs 210 calendar days. 


Further information and the form for Expression of Interest for Eligbilly 
Processing can be acquired. for free, from the Ofice ofthe Provincial Governor, 
Province ol iocos Sur, Atenton: the Charman ol BAC, Provincal Capto, Vigan 
Сау. upon presentation of a итеп request кот June 5, 2006 10 June 27, 2006 
The deadine for submission of Expression of Interest for Еду Processing 
Pali not ba later than 500 PM. June 27, 2006, ine sama to be submited 
ner by registered mal, courier or hand гате, in a sealed envelope duly 
араја “Expression of Interest for Бироу Processing RWWSP V to he 
Provincial Govrmar, Provnes of locos Sut Allenton ihe Charman, BAC. 
Provincial Capili, Vigan Сау. 
ї в expected that the Provincial LGU, the Employer wil issue only o Ере 
Applicants the Certicale of Exit on or абод uly 12, 2008, wharan the 
‘schedule ol issuance ol Bid Documents and submission and opening of bs 
Wa be announced. Bid Documents wil only be issued to Engle Applicant 
upon presentaton ofthe orignal copy ofthe Cersficata of Емделу and upon 
Payment of а non-refundable amount of P2.500 00 
An applicant, and i found Exptie, a beer (nduding ali members of a joint 
Venture) sha not be оле of the оит 
(8) A fim or an organization which has been engaged by the DILGIEmoloyer 
lo provide consulung/NGO seraces for ine preparaton related to 
procurement for or implementation ol tes project: 
(0) Any associationlaffitation (inclusive of parent fim) of a firm or an 
organcaton mentoned in subparagraph (a) above: or 
(9 A frm or organization who lend, or temporary second their personnel io 
бата ог organszatons which are engaged in consulingNGO services for 


The Ekgbilty of the Appicants wil be evaluated based on the submission of 
Legat documents, Tectyucal requremants and Financal documents using non- 
dacrotonory criera cl PASS" or FAIL. 

A minimum requirement for qualfcaton is to have successluy carried cut итге 

projects at least for wahin the past hve (5) years. 

The Employer shal under no crcumstancos ba held responsible for late delivery 

of loss © те documents зо maed or sent rough counar. 

The Employer reserves the right to: 

(a) amend the scope and value of any contrac о be bid. in which event the 
‘Contract wal ойу bo bd among thoso bidders who meet the requrements 
© ше contract as amended, 

(b) reject or accept any application: 

(©) cancel he Ekgbáty Processing and reject all Expression of interest and 

(6). waive any оттаму in the Elit Processing lo ensure thatthe objectives 
' me Evgbaty Processing are met 

Tho Employer shall nother be table for any such actions nor be under any 

ebigaton to form the Applicant of he grounds for hem. 


(504) AUSTERE A. PANADERO 
Chasman 
Bs and Awards Commitee 


By Alcuin Papa the alleged order from the Palace 
and concluded that it was fake be- 
А TOP OFFICIAL OF THE PRESI- cause the seal of the President on 
dential Commission on Good Gov- the document was not authentic. 
emment (РОСС) yesterday said he “While we are still looking into 
suspected that an individual or the incident, it would be better for 
group of individuals was out to sab- us not to make too much out of it" 
‘tage the work of the POGG follow- Abcede said. “These disruptions 
ing reports of the alleged changing are just only that. They will not af- 
of guard at the commission. fect me and the other commission- 

PCGG Commissioner Ricardo ers from doing their work.” 
Abcede said this was borne out by Не surmised that the incident 
a recent report claiming Mala- could have been prompted by 
сайап had designated him act- PCGG's negotiations with the 
ing PCGG chair vice Camilo Marcoses and on the coco levy 
Sabio. The Palace later denied funds, as well as the ongoing con- 
Sabio had been replaced. troversy at the Philippine Commu- 

“Someone, or maybe a group, nications Satellite Corp. (Philcom- 
might be out to disrupt our work sat). “It could be these three is- 
in the POGG. Maybe they also sues. But this is just within the 
want to distract us from ош realm of possibilities. The PCGG is 
work,” Abcede said. handling so many cases.” 

On Thursday, reporters cover. — Sabio recently spearheaded the 
ing the POGG received through a negotiations for a deal over the co- 
fax from an unknown source an co levy funds, estimated at around. 
alleged order from Malacafiang P100 billion, with businessman 
designating Abcede as Sabio's re- Eduardo “Danding” Cojuangco. 
placement. Abcede is also pursuing a com- 

‘Abcede speculated that the issue promise with the Marcoses on the 
was meant “to drive a wedge be- familys alleged ill-gotten wealth 
tween meand chairman Sabio.” estimated at $5 to $10 billion. 

“After all, there are people who He was roundly criticized by for- 
are willing to go out of their way mer Senate President and POGG 
todoall of these things,” the out- Chair Jovito Salonga and human 
spoken Abcede said. rights victims during martial law for 

Hesaid the POGG had examined pursuing a deal with the Marcoses. 


Republic of the Philippines 
ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Pilar St. Zamboanga City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The Zamboanga City Water District, through its Bids and Awards 
Committee Il (ВАС II) invites Gasoline Stations to apply for eligibility and 
Хо bid for the hereunder project: 
Name of Project Supply of Fuel to the Zamboanga City District 

East and West Section for a period of One (1) year 
Zamboanga City 
For the Fuel Requirement of Zamboanga City 
Water District for year 2006-2007 
Purchase Requisition Nos Lot 1: PR No. 8965 & Lot 2: PR No. 
Approved Budget ће Conrad Lot 1: ABC: P 3,023,514.50 

& Lot 2: ABC: P 322551450 

Delvery Period For a Contract of One (1) Year 
Prospective Bidders should have experience in undertaking а similar 
project within the last two (2) years with an amount of at least 50% of 
the proposed project for bidding. and have key personnel and equipment. 
(owned, leased or under purchase) available for the prosecution of the 
project. The list of minimum equipment requirement is indicated in the 
Eigibiity Forms. The Eligibility Check/Screening as well as the Preliminary 
Examinations of Bids shall use non-discretionary "pass/fail" criteria. Post 
Qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 
All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, 
Performance Security Pre-Bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the pertinent 
provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules & Regulations (IRR). 
The complete schedule of activities is listed as follows: 


‘SCHEDULE 


Location 
Brief Description 


Opening of Bids 
Sid Evaluston 

'Post-Qualification. 
Notice of Award July 10.006 


Bid Documents wil be avatable only to prospective Bidders upon payment 
‘ofa non-refundable fee in the amount of Two Thousand Pesos (P2,000.00) 
for each Purchase Requisition to the Zamboanga City Water District 
Cashier. 

“The Zamboanga City Water District assumes no responsibility whatsoever 
to compensate or indemnify bidders for any expenses incurred in the 
preparation of the bid. 


(504) ALEJO S. ROJAS, JR. 
BACII CHAIRMAN, 
POI de 12 2006) 


san Republic of the Philippines 
Сау Goverment of Zamboanga 
BIOS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Ciy Hal, Zamboanga Cay 
Tel No. (062) 982-7763 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Job-Order: Labor and Materials Thermopinstis Markings 
Nama ol Pract) 


Solicitation No. Goods 06-0605-180 


TU 
(nel Descrpoon of GOODS) 

MoC Government ol Zamboanga bro no General Fund 208 rind o spp be surn 
IWO MILLION ЫХ HUNDRED RINETY RINE THOUSAND NINE HUNORED SEVENTY 
THREE Pesos (2620573 0 ONLY vong ne Айдоо Bul ona Conrad ABCO 
poyren v iccrsac Jet Order Lator эла a Themen Mange (PR 
KE estes an Боп порно monn cr ABC Salen sata edel bd 
paa 

Tre Ciy Goverment Zamboanga no tes Bats Кол cai Ba tor Various Tac 
Daanan улен Rod Brat ang Avenue el» Deter fhe GOODS S 
NANG Ba nung Sys Tabaargondamagbw basa полите n Socian 
Pae Baen oarra E Papasa бизди should Rove undertn sim poet 
wen ме ши бө] peers wa arum oft lent So of na proposed pret ot 
Saang 


сита те pos qunicaon roca. 
Interest Ere mey onian ter wianaton from City Government of Zamboanga = 
КЕТКЕ 
узшс som oo это $ 00 pm sarang sana Û Z1, 2006 


тет 
ТЕ Cast payans бо mg Cay Treanrer Осе. Tra Bang Documents eos ро отоо 
Tartara prec Balara na номаат 

The Cay Government wt o a Pre Confrence opan 1o ai riers arts on June 08. 
12005, 1:00 AM a Слу Engineers ConlirenceReom. 

‘bes ana. requremonts must ba devere Io ho aos blow onor belor 10 00 AM 
dune Sí 206 Ais musi жора OY aba Soy nar ol Checa, Cere 
nc Centar бс Managers Check payans iy Toma Bu болш 


Bácpeneg sal on June 19.2000 nt 10-00 AM nhe Су Engineer Confrence Room. 
Cay ZC ce wb орой nino presenco o! mo Bor tepesorsives who Cont. 
‘Tobe delivered in he Oe fhe Chy Engineer. 

“The Cay Goverment ol Zemoosnga rosaves me ngh 1o accept crc гу Bid 1o anuo 
tang proamen нао baat box any impor paan mari wi rep naag 
abay bite аласа Бове Вост 


(Sd) MARIO о. ARRIOLA (DUM 
pum 


boa ina. aise „цаз 


Canon 


Delighting You Always 


Across 
2. Who makes it easy to find documents? 
3. Who provides software that automatically dates all document versions? 


Down 
1. Who allows you to scan, archive, and e-mail from the same machine? 
4. Who makes your work easy? 


Prepare to be amazed at our 
“Business can be simple” seminar. 


Allow us to show you just how Canon Business Imaging Solutions can help Date: Thursday, June 15, 2006 


make your life easier. In fact, when you leave the seminar, you'll have a 


Venue: Intercontinental Manila 
Exhibit schedule: 1:00 pm - 6:30 pm 


perfect understanding of how these solutions can help your business Seminar Proper: Please choose one session- 


3:00 pm - 4:30 pm or 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 
RSVP: Call (02) 884-9010 


After all, there's really no need to break a sweat over everyday or log-on to www.canon-asia.com/business 


business operations. For once, you can take the easy way out. For more information, kindly log-on to our website. 


The first 100 customers who sign up via the website and attend the event will receive free Canon premium items. 


Business Can be simple 


Are 


Stop Cha-cha, opponents cry on F 


From page Al 


Rizal Monument in Manila at 8 a.m. 


‘Simultaneous flag-raising ceremonies will 
be held at the Aguinaldo Shrine in Kawit, 
Cavite, with Vice President Noli de Castro; the 
Bonifacio Monument in Caloocan City with 
Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban; the Mau- 
solep de los Veteranos at the Manila North 
Cemetery with Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz; the Pinaglabanan Shrine in San Juan 


with Sen. Aquilino Pimentel 


„ and the Bara- 


soain Church in Malolos, Bulacan, with 


Speaker Jose de Venecia. 


Prayers, song-and-dance numbers and a 
military parade will highlight the official In- 
dependence Day celebration at the Quirino 


Grandstand at the Luneta. 
Explosions 


The celebrations come a day after two ex- 
plosions rocked Metro Manila and Southern 
Luzon at roughly the same time. (See story on 


Page Al.) 


Director Vidal Querol, Metro Manila Police 
chief, said there was no need to cancel the 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


permits for the antigovernment rallies. 

Querol urged the public not to worry, say- 
ing that Rizal Park was well-covered by secu- 
rity forces. 

“We are not taking any chances. We are 
making very elaborate preparations to ensure 
meaningful celebrations,” he said. 

Manila has been on full alert since Friday 
night. 


Bishops 

Leading the protest rallies in Metro Manila 
are three Catholic bishops. 

Lingayen-Dagupan Archbishop Oscar Cruz 
and Bishops Deogracias Iftiquez of Caloocan 
and Julio Xavier Labayen, prelate emeritus of 
Infanta, have confirmed their attendance at 
the Liwasang Bonifacio in Manila where the 
protesters will converge at 4 p.m. 

“I am against Charter change because of 
the motives of those trying to push it, not 
cause I am against Charter change per se,” 
Cruz said, echoing the position of the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP). 

“We are questioning the move, not only be- 
cause of its timing, but also because of the 
flawed process,” he said, referring to the gov- 
ernment-backed signature campaign aimed 
at changing the Constitution to pave the way 
fora parliamentary form of government. 

‘Archbishop Angel Lagdameo, the CBCP 
president, won't make it to the rally, but ex- 
pressed his “solidarity” with the protesters in 
a letter to the CBCP secretariat. 

‘The tearing up of copies of the proposed 
changes to the Constitution will be preceded 
by a Mass at 1 p.m. to be officiated by 
Labayen, Iñiguez and Bishop Antonio Tobias 
of Novaliches, who all belong to the Kilusang 
Makabansang Ekonomiya (KME). 

The KME, along with the Laban ng Masa, is 
part of the coalition Pagkakaisa Kontra 
Cha-Cha at Karahasan (Pagkakaisa) which 
opposes Charter change (Cha-cha) and the 
killings of left-leaning group members and 
media practitioners. 


Day of mourning 

"The group sees Cha-cha as a means of pro- 
longing the stay of those in power, and the 
killings as underscoring the repression of op- 
position. 
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MONDAY, JUNE 12, 2006 


reedom Day | 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


INDEPENDENCE DAY IS A REGU- 
lar holiday nationwide, and those 
reporting for work are entitled to 
extra compensation, according to 
the Department of Labor and Em- 
ployment. 

The department has issued to pri- 
vate sector employers rules that 
should be observed today as the 
country marks its 108th year of inde- 
pendence, acting Labor Secretary 
Danilo Cruz said. 

Under DOLE Memorandum Cir- 
cular No. 1, employees who do not 
report for duty are still entitied to 
100 percent of their regular salary 
on that day. 

But if an employee comes to 
work, he is entitled to 200 percent 
of his daily salary during the first 
eight hours, and an additional 30 
percent of the hourly rate in excess 
of eight hours. 

However, if the day falls on an 
employee's rest day and he reports 
for work, he should get paid 200 
percent of his daily rate, plus 30 


Independence Day regular holiday 


percent. Should he exceed eight 
hours’ duty, he should also be paid 
an additional 30 percent of the 
hourly rate on that day. 

‘Those who do not have jobs could 
try and find one at the job fair that 
the DOLE will hold today at the 
Rizal Park in Manila from 8 a.m. to 4 
pm. 

Cruz said more than 30,000 lo- 
cal and overseas jobs would be 
made available by 135 local em- 
ployers and 34 licensed overseas 
recruitment agencies. A total of 
20,000 of the job openings are in 
the country. 

Ina statement, the DOLE said the 
openings for local and overseas jobs 
include the following posi- 
tions--accounting assistants, ac- 
counting clerks, accounting service 
representatives, accounting staff, 
assembly managers, audit examin- 
ers, bank lawyers and billing coordi- 
nators; 

Business managers, cadet engi- 
neers, caregivers and support work- 
ers, cashiers, child development 
and home therapist specialists, in- 


ternal control and compliance man- 
agers, and janitors; 

Marketing assistants, pantry at- 
tendants, pharmacists, physical 
therapists, quality assistants, sales 
assistants, receptions, waiters and 
warehouse managers. 

‘A booth would be set up to provide 
online jobs and skills matching ser- 
vices, 

The DOLE' Labor Relations Clus- 
ter will facilitate onsite legal and 
welfare assistance to jobseekers at 
Rizal Park. 

Providing preemployment ser- 
vices are the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation, National Statistics Of- 
fice, the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue, Social Security System, Pag- 
Ibig Fund and PhilHealth. 

Those attending the fair are ad- 
vised to bring with them their pic- 
tures (1 inch x 1 inch or 2 inches x 2 
inches), clearances from the baran- 
gay, NBI or the police, employment 
certificates, resumés, diplomas, tran- 
scripts of records, and other pre-em- 
ployment documentary require- 
ments. 


Wilson Fortaleza, Sanlakas pres- 
ident and a spokesperson for the 
Laban ng Masa, said Pagkakaisa 
had declared June 12 a national 
day of mourning because “as a peo- 
ple and a nation, we cannot even 
rejoice in the spirit of indepen- 
dence under the cloak of unstated 
martial rule.” 

їп а statement, he said the people 
“could not speak of freedom when 
death squads threaten our lives, and 
defend sovereignty when Cha-cha 
‘wants it completely destroyed in fa- 
vor of foreign control and the perpet- 
uation of elite rule." 

laban ng Masa, the Citizens for 
Constitutional Convention and the 
Union of the Masses for Democracy 
and Justice, whose leaders were de- 
tained and allegedly tortured by the 
military two weeks ago, will join the 
gathering at the Bonifacio Shrine in 
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Balintawak and the Monumento Cir- 
dein Caloocan City. 


March to Liwasang Bonifacio 

From Balintawak and the Monu- 
mento Circle, protesters will march to 
Liwasang Bonifacio in Manila to join 
groups such as the Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan. 

Before marching to Liwasang Boni- 
facio, militant groups under Bayan 
will gather at the Welcome Rotonda 
in Quezon City and on Taft Avenue. 
corner Kalaw Street in Manila for si- 
multaneous programs against Char- 
ter change from 1 p.m to 3 p.m. 

"At a time when civil liberties are 
under siege and human rights are vio- 
lated with impunity, the prospect of 
prolonging Ms Arroyo in power is all 
the more terrifying and ultimately 
unacceptable,” Bayan secretary gen- 
eral Renato M. Reyes Jr. said in a 

statement. 

The fisherfolk group Pa- 
malakaya, which will join the 
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protests, commended the Church 
leaders participation, saying it would 
strengthen the “political and moral 
position" against moves to amend the 
Constitution 

“We commend the CBCP and oth- 
er top religious leaders from differ- 
ent sects for the anti-Cha-cha 
prayer rally,” Pamalakaya national 
Chair Fernando Hicap said in a 
statement. 

“The homily and divine interven- 
tion of the bishops will further 
strengthen the people's political 
and moral position against the ad- 
ministration's campaign to canni- 
balize the already mangled 1987 
Constitution in the name of Presi- 
dent Arroyo's political survival, 
first-rate puppetry and fetish for 
crimes of corruption.” 

Pamalakaya said it opposes Charter 
change on the grounds that the shift to 
a parliamentary system would extend 
the term of Ms Arroyo. The group is al- 
so against proposed economic provi- 

sions that would allow 
100 percent foreign 
ownership of land. 

After the Indepen- 
dence Day celebra- 
tion at the Quirino 
Grandstand, Ms Ar- 
royo is expected to 
hold her annual vin 
d'honneur at 10:30 
a.m. in Malacafiang 

The vin d'honneur 
would see the Presi- 
dent hosting the 
diplomatic communi- 
бу, her officials and 
political leaders. With 
reports from Chris- 
tine О. Avendaño 
and Christian V. Es- 
guerra 
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8 injured i in grenade blast at Lipa market 


From pagel 
grenade. 

Tt was the fourth bombing inci- 
dent in 11 days to occur in two 
provinces of Luzon—Batangas 
and Pampanga—where the ille- 
gal numbers game “jueteng” has 
made a comeback despite police 
claims that they had stamped out 
the racket. 

А ranking official recently told 
the Inquiren that guerrilla or illic- 
it jueteng operations had re- 
sumed in Batangas and that 
Sanchez—named in Senate hear- 
ings last year as an alleged 
jueteng kingpin—might have an- 
tagonized a group of outsiders 
trying to muscle in on what had 
been previously known as his 
turf. 

Sanchez has denied any in- 
volvementinjuetengandaides |. 
said he was, in fact, at the fore- 
front of efforts to eliminate il- 
legal gambling in his province. 

The governor narrowly sur- 
vived two bombs that ripped 
through his Hummer SUV outside 
the provincial capitol on June 1. 


Grenade placed in ‘bayong 
Police said the victims of yes- 
terday's blast were hit by shrap- 


day. 


tricycle. 


said. 


nel from an MK2 fragmentation 


Senior Supt. David Quimio, Li- 
pa police chief, said the explosion 
occurred at around 5 a.m. at the 
back of the public market, where 
vendors selling chickens usually 
set up temporary stalls on Sun- 


A police report said two 
unidentified men left a “buri bag" 
with the grenade and a fighting 
cock inside it hanging in the back 
ofa parked jeepney. 

‘The owner of the jeepney, Er- 
win Villegas of Sto. Tomas town, 
was buying goods at the time. 

‘The explosion also damaged a 


Policemen recovered a safety 
lever and a hand grenade fuse 
from the scene. 


hting cocks killed 
The blast killed dozens of fight- 
ing cocks and chickens, Quimio 


“There was an explosion. Then 
Isaw two men running way,” fruit 
vendor Eduardo Cardona told 
Agence France-Presse. “One was 
telling the other, ‘There, it has 
gone off.” 

Cardona said he later saw one 


damage. 
Police have made 


bility. 
ally to sow terror,” 


INQUIRER. 


earn extra (money)." 


Other angles 
connection between 


Sanchez's vehicle. 


had one theory: 


man on the ground crying for help. 
"The blast caused litte physical 


and no group claimed responsi- 


“This is really an act of terror- 
ism. If ever, (they) could be left- 
ists or rightists. The purpose is re- 


Prospero Noble, head of the 
Southern Tagalog police, told the 


Police doubted the attack had 
anything to do with jueteng. 

“Malabo уап (Thats 
fetched),” Noble said. "The vic- 
tims are ordinary people. Why 
them? They have no connections. 
These are people just trying to 


So far, police have not seen any 
attack and the bombing of 


Noble said police had not dis- 
counted the angle that rightist 
or leftist forces were behind 
yesterday's explosion. 

Asked why the attackers would 
choose Batangas to target, Noble 


First Lt. Lawrence San Juan, a 
detained rebel Magdalo soldier, 
was captured in Batangas and 
some residents must have provid- 
ed authorities with information 
that led to his arrest. Thus, the 
aim of the attack might have been 
a message to residents to stop co- 
operating with the authorities. 
The victims 

Quimio, for his part, said the 
police had yet to ascertain the 
motive. 

Police identified the victims as 
Dennis Carandang, Vicente 
Mafiusca, Florendo Castillo, Or- 
lando Magatol, Pedro Roxas, 
Elmer Cervantes, Amie Tejada 
and Caesar Laygo. 

Carandang, Mafiusca, Castillo 
and Magatol were rushed to the 
Lipa Medix Hospital, while Rox- 
as, Cervantes and Tejada were 
brought to the Lipa City District 
Hospital. Laygo is recuperating at 
the San Antonio General Hospi- 
tal. 


Tighter security 

Quimio said police had invited 
the owner of the jeep for any in- 
formation that might shed light 
onthe incident. 


no arrests 


Chief Supt. 


far 
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Soccer is the sport of the underdog 


From page Al 


rolling in the 2006 series. 


Ideal of democracy 

No other sporting event invented by man 
since the first Olympiad in ancient Greece has 
ever embodied and realized the ideal of 
democracy in its outcome where a less 
wealthy nation can triumph using the same 
civilized rules written in a pub by English gen- 
tlemen in 1863 and elevate itself as the equal 
ofthe richest industrial democracy. 

More than any other sporting event, the 
World Cup provides the ground on which na- 
tions, great or small, can gain honor and pride 
on the sheer excellence, skills and athletic 
brilliance of 11 players on whose legs have 
rested the rise and recovery of nations devas- 
tated by two world wars in the first half of the 
20th century. 

‘The tears of joy and victory in the most in- 
tense international rivalry of modern times 
without shedding a drop of blood have been 
celebrated since 1930 in 18 World Cups held 
in stadiums now acclaimed as the “new cathe- 
drals" of the modern world. 

For soccer fanatics with an eye for tactics 
and strategy, the first few games have demon- 
strated the importance of tight defense in 
both protecting the goal and in launching of- 
fensives, without leaving the backfield open. 


German victory 

In the first game, Germany won in style, 4- 
2, against Costa Rica, a Third World country. 
But Costa Rica was not a pushover and ex- 
posed the weakness of the German defense 
whose gaps invited Costa Rican penetration. 

Although Germany is not overconfident of 
winning the Cup, its first round victory boost- 
ed national pride. Germans celebrated with 
parties in Munich, raising hopes that 2006 
would repeat the 1954 “Miracle of Berne,” 
when the underdog West German team took 
the divided country out of the shadows of 
World War II by defeating Hungary in its first 
three World Cups titles. 

World Cup 2006 has a special meaning for 
Germany. As host of the Cup for the first time 
since its reunification and as a leading eco- 
nomic power in Europe, the country hopes to 
make the event a showcase of a “new Ger- 
many" 


Lack of interest in RP 

It is still to early to rhapsodize over the 
emergence of anew generation of spectacular 
superstars of the likes of Maradona, Pelé and 
Zidane, But the hallmark ofthe strategy so far 
is the European tradition of disciplined de- 
fense over the more flamboyant Latin Ameri- 
can-style epitomized by Argentina and Brazil 


Iam not sure if Filipinos are glued on their 
‘TV sets watching the World Cup. The interest 
of Filipinos in soccer is по more than that of 
the Americans, who have never been world 
powers in soccer where they can dominate 
the rest of the world. 

The aversion of Americans to soccer is 
blamed on their bad memory with their revo- 
lution against England where the sport was 
born. When the United States hosted the 
World Cup in 1994, it lost to Brazil. One writ- 
ег was appalled by what he described as 
America's amazing “ignorance” of soccer. 

In my high school days, we had not been 
hopelessly hooked to basketball After we 
were dismissed from classes, most of us ran to 
the soccer field of the Пойо Provincial High 
School, not to the basketball court. Across the 
road was another football field—that of the 
Iloilo Normal School. 


In those days, we had good teams in Iloilo's 


Catholic colleges and football attracted Span- 
ish mestizos. As early as the 1936 Olympics, 
Filipinos showed a remarkable aptitude for 
basketball. Over time, however, they had lost. 
their domination of the sport in the Asian 
Games. 

Itis a marvel how Filipinos have put their. 
eggs in one basket—in a game where they are. 
disadvantaged by height. 


Isolation of RP 

When it comes to soccer, poverty and un- 
derdevelopment are not the problem. Wher- 
ever you go in Asia, Africa and Latin America, 
you find children playing on any cement pub- 
lic place available and even on paddy fields 
and savannahs. 

The World Cup spotlights the isolation of 
the Philippines in a universal sporting event 
of only truly global reach. More than Euro- 
pean league club tournaments, the World Cup 
is participated in by national teams represent- 
ing national pride. Teams are not subsidized 
by big transnational corporations. 

In World Cup 2006, only two Asian teams 
are competing in the final round of 32 
teams—South Korea and Japan, which is 
weaning itself away from its addiction to 
baseball. 

Today, Fifa has 204 members—more than 
191 of the United Nations. African and Latin 
American countries are coming close to the 
Europeans in representation in the World 
Cup. 


Full of surprises 

An economic analysis of World Cup tourna- 
ments suggests that they are more open to 
outsiders than heavy favorites. The study 
finds that a "Latin background clearly helps." 
Brazil has won five World Cups since 1930. 


According to a study by Swiss 
economist Benno Torgler, a country's Fifa 
ranking has only a small bearing on its 
winning World Cup matches. “A World 
Cup is full of surprises and the competi- 
tive balance is much higher than those 
supposed,” Torgler says. 

As Melvyn Bragg says in his book, “foot- 
ball is routinely described as an art, its 
theatricality, its human triumphs and 
tragedies.” Nothing illustrates this better 
than in the 1994 US World Cup. A Colom- 
bian defender, who accidentally scored а 
goal against his own team, was flown 
home in disgrace and was shot dead in the 
street by a fan. 

No sporting event can be more a joy to 
watch and intelligent in its execution. It's 
the only ball game where it is directed by 
the feet and no none uses his hands except 
the goalkeeper 

A team on the of- 
fensive is like panzer 
division sweeping 
past the hinges of 
the Maginot Line on 
the Western Front, a 
well-oiled and coor- 
dinated human ma- 
chine. It is even 
more awe-inspiring 
than the mechanism 
of a vintage Swiss 
watch. 
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Asked who might have been 
behind the explosion, Quimio 
replied: “Its really hard to make 
any guess. But we are certain that 
whoever did this were heartless 
and unprincipled. They injured 
innocent people. 

Quimio said he had ordered 
the local police to tighten secu- 
rity at the Lipa central park, 
where the main events of the 
weeklong celebration of the 
city's founding were being held. 

Bomb experts from the Philip- 

Air Force based at Fernando 
Air Base were deployed to help 
secure the area, 

A senior police officer said 
there was nothing yet to show 
that the recent wave of bombings 
was coordinated. 


Different types of bombs 

“There is nothing (to indicate 
that). We are looking into it,” said 
Deputy Director General Avelino 
Razon Jr. 

He said different types of 
bombs were used on Sanchez's 
vehicle in Batangas and in the 
June 9 bombing of alleged 
jueteng lord Rodolfo “Bong” 
Pineda's house in Pampanga, as 
well as in the bombing of the 
Grepalife building in Makati. 

“We are looking at them as in- 
dividual cases," Razon said. 

Batangas police said they were 
looking into the possibility that 
the planting of two packages ini- 
tially thought to contain explo- 
sive devices at the Batangas capi- 
tol on Thursday was linked to the 
bomb attack against Sanchez. 


bomb experts found the packages 
inside separate garbage bins just 
outside the provincial council 
building. 

Anzo said the packages did 
not contain any explosives after 
operatives of the ordnance divi- 
sion of the PAF detonated one of 
them. 

He said the supposed bombs 
were actually glass bottles 
wrapped in packaging tape and 
metal wire 


Anonymous caller 

“The initial findings of the 
bomb experts showed that there 
were no traces of bomb powder 
found in the package,” he said. 

About four hours before the 
discovery of the packages, an 
employee of the provincial 
council office received a phone 
call from an unidentified per- 
son who warned that a bomb 
had been planted in the build- 
ing. 


‘among capitol employees and the 
suspension of work. 

 Anzo also said that the explo- 
sion heard near the capitol after 
the packages were found "came 
from the disruptor which the 
(bomb experts) used to set off 
(one of the packages)." 


Shadowy group 

The spate of bombings and 
how they would affect today’s In- 
dependence Day activities were 
the subject of an emergency 
meeting of top police officials in 
Metro Manila on Saturday, Metro 
Manila police chief Director Vidal 
Querol said. 

Querol also said the police and 
military intelligence communi- 
ties still had not identified or pro- 
filed the so-called “Taumbayan at 
Kawal,” a shadowy group that 
daimed responsibility for the 
Grepalife and Pampanga bomb- 
ings. 

“So far, the intelligence com- 
munity cannot yet get a profile of 
this claimant,” he said in a phone 
interview. ` With reports from 
AFP and AP 


Amere prank? 

“We still can't say if the same 
suspects were involved in those 
incidents. Whoever placed those 
(fake bombs) only wanted to sow 
fear among the capitol employ- 
ees,” said Supt. Nilo Anzo, Batan- 
gas City police chief. 

“But it could also have been 
just the handiwork of 
pranksters,” he said in a mobile 
phone interview. 

Police tightened security 
around the capitol after Air Force 
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delays in aircraft ar- (wind changes direc- ^ War would help convince began to be felt though cart 
rivals and departures tion with attitude) farmers to leave when the situa- quakes on March 15, 1991, minor 
2. Delays in arrival @Haveplansto evac tion gets worse? explosions on April 2, continuing 
у: р! * 
of food supplies, watetoasafeareaun- Cunanan said it would help if emissions of steam and ash, а 
plies, е 
crops and livestock der cover local officials gave assurances large ash cloud on June 12 and 
s = " that farm rehabilitation assis- the climactic eruptions that last- 
3. Poor visibility endangering ө Have clear medical evacuation tance would be undertaken ater ed nine hours on June 15, geolo. 
эн plans, which may be affected bY oye calamity gists Edward Wolfe and Richard 
4. Blocked vehicle air filtration aircraft and vehicle accessibility Farmers, for their part, could Hoblitt said in the Phivoles book, 
systems causing overheating and e Wear protective face masks respond better t the disaster if “Fire and Mud” 
mechanical failure and goggles they organized themselves right 
5. Blocked drainage systems ө Get regular updates from the from the evacuation manage- Lessons 
and po- w d ment phase, said Cunanan, now Edgardo Chua, then chair of 
po- volcanic monitoring center 
tential Chair of the Pambansang the Filipino-Chinese Chambers of 
for local Katipunan ng Makabayang Mag- Commerce and Industry Inc., had 
flooding bubukid in Central Luzon. worked long enough in evacua- 
Local governments are more tion, rescue and relief operations 
РЕ responsive to organized partners, to learn an important lesson. 
Һа мау eOne a le noted. "Residents in threatened vil 
lines af- 


majoreru : lages agree to leave when the; 
fected Gon has У: Follow advise of experts are certain there is enough food, 
7. Water supplies affected been de аў lanters also have a greater water, toilets and sleeping areas 

« Health problems as a result of  Clared, chance of saving their families, іп the temporary shelters,” Chua 

ash particles within the amo- have plans 3 {апа animals and tools if they said. “They'd like to have some 

photo sudan in place to evacuate atthe right time and ina sense of order, normalcy while (in 
retum to a systematic manner the shelters). 

Е саный шы ca “Don't take a wait-and-see atti- Не said local governments E 
tion and at tude. Follow the advice of experts should ask the military and poli на 

X 2. General respiratory and a suitable distance at Phivolcs (Philippine Institute to cordon off villages from looters A STEAMING Mount Bulusan does not stop a tricycle driver from 

AA AA hor FQ EE of Volcanology and Seismology). to secure the evacuees properaes... Plving his route in Barangay San Juan, Casiguran, Sorsogon. 


Even as Phivolcs declared Alert the Pinatubo eruptions, said local Senior Insp. Romualdo Pesoni- 
meer Level 2 within the 4-km radius of and national leaders should la, Casiguran police chief, said 
1 Bulusan, Jomar Hizon, barangay he people to evacuate.” асіп case of a major eruption, 
chair of Cabalantian in Bacolor he objective is to save lives, trucks, jeepneys and tricyles were 
town in Pampanga, said “this ear- no matter what,” he said. on standby with the police on 
ly, evacuation centers must be es- Ас the meeting with officials of hand to help residents leave. 
tablished with full facilities and local governments, Blesilda Bon- Boxes of food and medicine 
support from the government.” ірам, officer of the Municipal So- such as antibiotics, anti-diarrheal 
Lahar or volcanic mudfiows that cial Welfare and Development Of. tablets and those for respiratory 
strong rains washed out from the fice, called on all the barangay illnesses and multivitamins have 
slopes of Pinatubo buried Bacolor chairs to submit their cell phone also been stockpiled, according to 
as early as 1991 but the worst ram- numbers to the МОСС for emer- Bontigaw. 
pages came on Oct. 1, 1995. gency purposes. These include 72 cases of 
Like in Bacolor the threat ofla- ^ Municipal health officer Sal- corned beef, 12 sacks of NFA rice, 
har could make the disaster linger vador Isidro advised the use of fa- 1,000 facial masks, or a total of 
in villages near Bulusan, he said. cial masks at all times for res- P97,000 worth goods from the re- 
Women, children and the el- dents of affected barangays and gional Department of Social Wel- 
депу should be given priority the use of wet handkerchiefs in fare and Development. 
E évacuation, local broad- the absence of masks. Former Agrarian Reform Sec- 
caster Cecil Yumul said. He told residents that nebuliz- retary Roberto Pagdanganan, 
Secretary Edgardo Pamintuan, ers would be available in desig- Philippine International Trading 
head of the Subic-Clark Alliance nated areas for those afflicted Corp. president, donated 11 box- 
for Development Council and with asthma or similar respirato- es of medicines to the МОСС yes- 
vice mayor of Angeles City during ry ailments. terday morning. йй 


e Have sufficient water, food and 
medical equipment supplies, 
when travelling and at base loca- 
6. tion (minimum 72 hours) 


NIROJESUSOREETAFOISOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


UN honors ... 


From page Al 


have been here only a year but had worked 
with other police contingents from across the 


oe Du. THE NEW MITSUBISHI SPACE { 
Because of the presence of peacekeeping 


troops, including those from the Philippines, 
Kosovars are now enjoying a secure environ- 
ment. 

Cedrick Train, commander of the Philip- 
pine contingent, said his men are thankful the 
Unmik gave them a chance to serve. Theit 
mission would not have been successful with- 
ош the cooperation of the people of Kosovo, 
Train added. 

Rodolfo Tor, Philippine National Police 
director for plans, said that sending mili 
tary and police contingents on UN missions 
was part of the country's commitment to 
the peacekeeping efforts of the world 
body. 

"We are glad to take part in peacekeeping 
and peacemaking efforts,” Tor said during the 
Philippine contingent medal parade. 

He also highlighted the country’s commit- 
ment to the fight against terrorism. 

Aside from Kosovo, the Philippines main- 
tains military and police peacekeeping con- 
tingents in Sudan, Afghanistan, Congo, 
Liberia, Haiti, Ivory Coast and East Timor. 


AMOVING EXPERIENCE FOR THE FAMILY. EVEN FOR THE EXTENDED FAMILY : 


M P 
ET mA CAMA t Ma Ae To Noe SNO e d2 KAKO Lr Ta os оголе KAN MOTOS CO rei буш. ы o aA 
VALENTINA Fernandez, the lone woman KON ters tain Qe STA re oT Ce Den my a m MM DE, AME EROR CO aman AA : 
EQ. aes meus. тава оноо вр wa in ма йт DE ыр белуе NG мс ө MAIO LAAN r oT та a nd AA к трн 
кена of the Philippine paacalaaping E EUR ЫШ ты ái rM AO NG a на мит АНАЈА МС. Ces Me e e GUB = «ил MOT ONE AA BG HT 
contingent in Kosovo, receives the UN medal ‘Sse as res pon ris n a A RR RM a tet a ANI MR Lk 
pese m REST RET NOONG IU Cone Taare TG ма, ЖҮ dei Las aan DEALERS KAMA МС Dass o) fo ка, EO M pr 
from Шой Depity Соир носеа E RO. o tes Y V Sem a ar ROS CERO CORE Lag s oV ho. GA Nd TAS Тил MOTO ө: бө Ros i ei CU T 
Administration Hans Zimmermann. конная 
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Dilangalen urges SC: Pls correct error on Erap, too 


From page Al said in a speech he delivered re. Filipinos who had elected him clearly showed that Estrada had Supreme Court then headed by charged with plunder in the 
signed from office in 2001? cently before members of the their leader until 2004,” Dilan- mot resigned and was, in fact, Davide. Sandiganbayan, Dilangalen said. 
Former Maguindanao Rep. Free Legal Assistance Group. galen said. ousted through a conspiracy in- T9 ۴ 
Didagen “Digs” Dilangalen ap- ^ Dilangalen, Estrada's j volving Ms Macapagal-Arroyo as Angara's diary Life not death sentence 
pealed yesterday to Chief Justice spokesperson, said in a statement Notonce,butthreetimes һе lead player together with a Instead, the high court relied Іп а recent speech before the 
Artemio Panganiban to correct that it was never too late for the The Supreme Court had cabal of military and police gen- heavily on a newspaperstoryona Free Legal Assistance Group, Pan- 
the injustice committed against highest tribunal to admit to a ruled—not once, but three erals,"Dilangalen said. diary written by a third person, ganiban said Echegaray should 
Estrada in 2001 when the high grievous error in judgment. times—that Ms Arroyo, not |. Dilangalen said. not have been executed, He 
tribunal ruled that the former “Decisions by the high court Estrada, was the country’s legit- Video show In its deliberations, the high should have been sentenced to. 
President had “constructively re. are made by men and women imate President. The first deci- Оп Wednesday, in his eighth court quoted liberally from the life in prison because Republic 
signed” from office, thus paving who are not infallible, and judi- sion was officially released on appearance before the antigraft diary of former Executive Secre- Act No. 7659 prescribes capital 
the way for then Vice President cial errors may be committed March 3, 2001. The second rul- court since May, Estrada and his tary Edgardo Angara in the last punishment for rape perpetrated 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to as- now and then, but it takes wis- ing was issued on April 3, and lawyers showed a video of Ms Ar- hours of the Estrada administra- by the “common-law spouse ‘of 
sume the presidency. dom, courage and humility for the third was released a week royo, who was then Vice Presi- tion, which was published in the the parent of the victim,” a quali- 
The appeal came on the heels the justices who erred to admit later on April 10, both also in dent, admitting that she had met Inguiren on Feb. 4-6, 2001. fying circumstance that was not 
of Panganiban's recent admission their mistakes,” Dilangalen said. 2001. with five groups of military offi- The Supreme Court ruled that alleged in the complaint. 
that a judicial error might have In the case of Echegaray, the Та all three decisions, the jus- cers who were plotting Estrada's Estrada had “constructively re- Panganiban, who has consis- 
‘been committed in the execution first convict to be executed after tices voted 13-0 to uphold the Ar- ouster a year before it actually signed” even if he did not sign his tently opposed the death penalty, 
of Echegaray. the restoration of capital punish- royo presidency. In all three in- happened. resignation letter. said the complaint alleged that 
Seven years after Echegaray’s ment, the judicial error was а stances, then Chief Justice Hi- _ Dilangalen said there was also “The justices know thatthereis the victim was the daughter of 
death by lethal injection, thecon- grievous wrong committed lario Davide Jr. and then Assoc documented evidence that Estra- по such thing as a constructive Echegaray, However, it was 
vieted rapist should not have against him and his family. ate Justice Panganiban inhibited da had merely taken a temporary resignation of a Philippine presi- proven during the trial that he 
been executed but sentenced to “Its worse if a judicial error themselves from voting. leave of absence іп January 2001, dent in the Constitution. Then was not “a father, stepfather or 
life imprisonment, Panganiban had been committed by фе Nevertheless, Dilangalen said asshownby his official communi- there is also the pile of incontro- grandfather” of the victim. 
Supreme Court in Estrada had been denied his right cations with two leaders of vertible evidence proving that The Supreme Court, nonethe- 
= Estrada's case. Not to due process in the impeach- Congress, which the defense рап- President Estrada never resigned. less, affirmed his death sentence. 
only would it be а ment court and in the Supreme е] also presented before the anti- There was clearly no vacancy in Echegaray was executed by 
PABX wrong committed Court. graft court. the presidency when Ms Arroyo lethal injection in 1999 after be- 
against the former “п the case of the ouster of These official documents stat- was sworn in as president by Da- ing convicted of raping the 
President, it would President Estrada, the facts speak ing his intention to take a leave of vide,” Dilangalen said. 10-year-old daughter of his com- 
be a wrong commit. for themselves: Evidence before absence and appointing Ms Ar- Due tothe erroneous Supreme monlawwife. With a report 
ted by the high court the Sandiganbayan Special Divi- royo as acting Presidenton a tem- Court ruling, Estrada was illegal- from Kate Pedroso, PDI Re- 
against 11 million sion during the plunder trial porary basis were ignored by the ly stripped of his immunity and search 


| Bill to award P10M to Leo's family 


NI 


* Call Transtar 
*Mosic On Hold 
«Cal Privacy 


apology” Pimentel said yesterday, making up for that terrible error. speech that the late house painter might have 
“That [apology] might come im- Though I believe that we can no been the victim of an “erroneous execution.” , 
KAPLAN COURSES plicitly in the compensation. We longer resurrect him, at least Panganiban, however, said it was not 
JUMPSTART YOUR T UBMLE 2 Napa Wü mandate tht in behalf of the we're trying to assuage the pain proved during the trial that Echegaray was ei 
PHYSICAL THERAPY cae ee Р government,” Pimentel said in an of the family by the act of award- ther the father or stepfather of the girl, which 
ICREC COURSE x interview. ing this certain amount,” he said. would have made his crime a heinous one 
CAREER IN ÊŞA (NPTE) “This is an expression of apolo- Echegaray wes executed after punishable by death. ss 
This is an act of somewhat the Supreme Court affirmed his... E 
Classes Start June 5 to Aug. 23,2006, »zy ak Pi death sentence Distinctive element z 
at Makati Center N 
4 
t 


CN d “P10 million ^ Hence Echegaray should not have been execut? 
amnes ч ZON 0 would go to his fami- ed but merely punished with life imprisonment. 32t 
€ ЕЗ HU NG/ANIL LIL ly,” Pimentel said. Pimentel brushed aside fears that compeh- 
Sana AN EG VICE PIA Pimentel's pro- sating Echegaray's family would set a prece 


posed bill would re- dent and prompt the families of the six other 
элш pQwn aCondo Unj in this | quire a counterpart convicts executed under the current death 
rivate Re measure from the penalty law to file suit for compensation. 
nf ee heart ot sara City | House ofRepresenta- “Theres а distinctive element i5. 
Live 6 | ies and would need Echegaray's case that can't give rise to false: 
саи pasa a certification from claims for compensation. And that is the ad- 
—— 1 3 Behe 7, | President Масара- mission by no less than the Supreme Court. 
(Gan now tont oun hon tote anes CEP esturion LALES] : 4 нуе | Gatarroyo for it co mactherewasanenor Ренеа Т 
a DL CE OI | Pru receive priority in Thesenator however said thatin his bill Je 
mma 1 „жм. aasa JU .| bothchambers. would encourage individuals falsely accused; 
[eerte ane ero RI LUE Ej |READY FOR OCCUPANCY Pimentel proposed charged and imprisoned to seek compensa; 
САЛИ POR ШАЙ dac oci : MILLION) | ы tion from ће Department of Justice. 2: 
Veste toners Сова бте Din: z carro near двз.свн a омат Й ӘМ) | Echegarays family 
AA [Fer guna ти Can: Emm)» after Chief Justice Others, too 
CE eae cet laspag 4108688 or (0917) 852408 Д Artemio Panganiban ‘Along with this bill is a statement rhat of 
к= EINER LONE A a ы : LLLA said in a recent ers who are similarly situated would be eh" 
‘couraged to seek compensation from the gov- 
emment, including those falsely accused and 
imprisoned,” Pimentel said. : 
Panganiban's admission that there could 
have been a "judicial error" in the executiori 
of Echegaray came a few days after both 
chambers of Congress had approved separate. 
measures abolishing capital punishment. 
A reconciled version of the measure is ex- 
pected to be signed into law by Ms Arroyo. ~ 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez told the In- 
илай yesterday that it has been shown that 
not even the Supreme Court was immune to 
committing mistakes, even one that could, 
cost a man his life. 
"Tm now more in favor of scrapping the death 
penalty. With this mistake, one should favor abo- 
Tion," Gonzalez said in a phone interview. 


Not even Church is perfect 

He added: “If the choice is between saving 
lives and the possibility of committing a mis 
take, it should weigh in favor of saving lives." 

“There is no court that is perfect, nor tri-, 
bunal. Not even the church is perfect," Gonza- 
lez said. 

But he also said a mistake like the one that 
marked Echegaray's death was more of an ex- 
ception. 

The justice secretary also said that aside from 
compensation, which he was not sure the fami- 
dy would be entitled to, he saw no other form of 
redress for the family of Echegaray. 

He reiterated that he did not think suing 
the Supreme Court for sending Echegaray to 
his death could be done because the court’s 
action was done "in good faith." 

"Everything has been done in good faith. 1 
don't think its actionable,” he said. 


Board of Claims 

Gonzalez said he was not sure if the family 

would qualify for compensation. 
“But it's the only thing 1 can think of,” he 
said. = 
Gonzalez said the Echegaray family could 
turn to the Board of Claims under the Depart: 
ment of Justice, but he was not certain if thp3 
would meet the requirements set for those ent 
titled to compensation. E 
Under the law creating the Board ‘i 
Claims, those eligible to seek compensation 
are persons who were unjustly accused, con: 
victed and imprisoned and subsequently re 
leased by virtue of a judgment of acquittal, 
those who were unjustly detained and re- 
leased without being charged; those whe 
were victims of arbitrary detention by the au 
thorities, and those who were victims of a vio 
eee ee ta 2 a ERR ERE ' lent crime, including rape and offenses com. 
tin ka Ta ats aeu con rs Es cea TUR Cone nay fo NU DS owes ЖЄ еее ме, а ч, TE, BE pied with malice which resulted in death or 
em BF mak es a a a AN NG PN RO ETON te Vi PT a BS a serious physical and/or psychological in 


EG Ray ten ss a cava? IA LONG СЫМ, COMP. Cmaps Та n. IM Za LU S2 2G MS One CEBU Come aan та Me С) ОВАН Ы juries, permanent incapacity or disability, in 
Кы ARAB M Tapes That 86217 kd МОЛАН STRATED СОМ. МПР: Cen S ug Gu tK D) ATA V RUNE MOTORS ОЕШ) sanity, abortion, serious trauma, or commit 


Б ted with torture, cruelty or barbarity. 
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The secretary lies 


T IS A SORRY SIGN OF THE TIMES, AND A SAD 
I reflection on the state of the nation, 108 years after 

independence was first proclaimed, that the headline 
above can be understood to refer to more than one gov- 
ernment official serving in the present Cabinet. 

It could refer to Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, whose 
job description seems to include drawing public anger 
‘and opposition criticism away from 
the President, through the strategic 
use of intemperate, injudicious, inac- 
curate statements. 

It could refer to National Security Adviser Norberto 
Gonzales, who has demonstrated a capacity to manufac- 
ture entire conspiracies or imagine mass graves out of 
very thin cloth. 

Unhappily, to those who find Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye a generally amiable fellow, the headline refers to 
him. In particular, it refers to the statement he released 
after a bicameral conference committee failed to con- 
clude negotiations on the proposed 2006 national bud- 
get. The key passage reads: “We lament the nonpassage 
of vital reform bills to include the national budget due 
to the noncooperation and dilly-dallying displayed by 
the Senate. This situation is the clearest and best argu- 
ment for a shift to a unicameral system that fuses the 
executive and legislative powers in one chamber for 
which we now have a growing momentum of public 
support.” 

In these two sentences, Bunye asserts four principal 
facts. On closer examination, we find that all of them are 
lies. 

First. Malacafiang does not lament the nonpassage of 
the 2006 budget; in fact, the Palace positively guaranteed 
the outcome. We are certain that the Executive would 
have welcomed the passage of the full trillion-peso bud- 
get for 2006; but we are even more certain that a reenact- 
ed 2005 budget also suits the President's political purpos- 
es. Hence, the late transmission of the House bill to the 
Senate. Hence, the all-or-nothing ultimatum from Mala- 
cafiang, which was designed to stop negotiations, not en- 
courage it. 

Second. The Senate bears its share of the blame, but 
so does the Palace. "Both waged systematic efforts to im- 
pair each other's competitive positions via a scorched 
earth or creeping decapitation strategy ahead of the 
2007 elections," a frustrated Rep. Joey Salceda, head of 
the House panel to the budget bicam, told the INQUIRER. 
In fact, in his frustration, Salceda finally admitted the 
obvious. "It's really a tricam since the Executive casts a 
shadow over the entire exercise.” The administration- 
controlled House merely channels the ghosts of Mala- 
cafiang. "Invariably, the House panel is a conduit of Ex- 
ecutive intervention since we religiously adopt their 
budget proposal which inevitably becomes our position 
during the bicam." That position was "take it or leave it." 
In other words, the noncooperation and dilly-dallying 
Bunye laments can also and rightly be laid at Mala- 
cafiang's door. 

Third. The budget fiasco is not the clearest and best ar- 
gument for a unicameral system; rather, it is the clearest 
and best argument against it. The ostensible assumption. 
behind Bunye's “false-facts statement" is that efficiency is 
the best justification for a legislature; this is a point of 
view we can have a reasonable and profitable debate 
about. Bunye's real assumption, however, is that the bi- 
cameral conference was a failure because it failed to ad- 
vance the President's objectives. Considering that the 
President's 2006 budget objectives included billions of 
pesos in the presidential equivalent of a pork barrel, the 
Senate’s proposed reduction of that part of the budget 
was very much in the public interest—and, therefore, it 
was an endorsement of the check-and-balance function 
ofa bicameral legislature. 

Fourth. There is no growing momentum of public sup- 
port for a unicameral system. The latest surveys from 
both Social Weather Stations and Pulse Asia show that 
most Filipinos of voting age are against a change in the 
system of government. The online statistics Charter 
change advocates point to are non-scientific, at best; 
manufactured, at worst. Like Bunye's brazen assertions, 
they are nothing more than a tissue of lies. 
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СМА creative solutions to nation's problems 


WHEN THE VALUE OF THE PESO WAS AP- 
preciating, Malacafiang crowed: It was due to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's "sound eco- 
nomic policies.” Now that the peso value is 
dropping, Malacahang is so quiet, and govern- 
ment agencies have taken to long, convoluted, 
song-and-dance explanations conveniently 
called "global imbalance." 

If for nothing else, you have to credit the Ar- 
royo administration for being creative in solv- 
ing problems. 

Tt miraculously reduced the unemployment 
rate not by creating more jobs but by changing 
the definition of “work.” Before, ifyou have no 
means of livelihood, you simply are jobless, 
out of work. Now, if you have given up looking 
for a job—because after so many months and 
years of trying, you still haven't found one and 
have run out of money for transporta- 
tion you are not considered jobless. 

‘GMA was also creative in solving the peren- 
nial lack of classrooms. With a wave of her 
sharp tongue, she miraculously ended the class- 
room shortage not by building more classrooms 
but by doubling the student population per 
classroom. So ifthe ideal ratio of 45 students to 
a classroom in public schools will mean.a short- 
age of classrooms, then double it to 100 stu- 
dents to a classroom. And presto, we'll have 
enough classrooms, said the President. If dou- 
bling the ratio still doesn't do it, triple it to 150 to 
1by having three sessions per day! 

So journalists are being assassinated like 
flies? Give them guns to protect themselves. 
Every man for himself. 

1 suppose GMA has similar simplistic solu- 
tions to our nation’s other problems. So the na- 
tion is being corrupted by the spread of illegal 
gambling like jueteng? Well then, legalize it. So 
the poor can no longer eat three square meals a 
day? Make them eat only once or twice a day. 
Many of them are doing that now—actually 
have been forced to do so—anyway. The popu- 
lation is growing too fast? Tell the military and 
police to kill them faster. 

Ies the same with the exchange rate. After 
boasting that the increase in the peso value 
was due to GMA's economic policies, the ad- 
ministration explained: Nothing wrong with 
GMA or her policies, "(the drop) was due to 


Manifesto of independ 


INDEPENDENCE DAY IS NORMALLY CELEB- 
rated in recollection of our freedom from colo- 
nial yoke or foreign invader. 1 personally am 
glad we changed its date from July 4 (the day 
the United States granted independence to this 
country) to June 12 (the day Emilio Aguinaldo 
proclaimed it against Spanish rule). It affirms 
the idea that independence is not received like 
alms from a benefactor, it is asserted as a right 
in the face of someone who would take it away. 

Independence Day need not always signify 
freedom from a foreign yoke, it can always sig- 
nify freedom from a local one. It need not al- 
ways be a rallying cry against an alien inva- 
sion, it can always be a rallying cry against a 
homegrown tyranny. 

"Today's Independence Day holds a special 
significance in the second respect. June 12 
comes in the middle of two first anniver- 
saries—the revelation of the "Hello Garci tape” 
and GMAs subsequent "lapse in judgment" 
apology for it. The usual suspects in Mala- 
cafiang have tried to dismiss both by saying the 
issue has been put to rest, this country has 
moved on. In fact, the news of its death has 
been grossly exaggerated, to quote Mark 
‘Twain. Itis grinding this nation to a halt. 

105 time we declared our independence 
from it. I submit this manifesto as an articula- 
tion of principles: 

THE SOURCE of our crisis today is one thing 
and one thing only. Itis the near-universal per- 
ception of the current government as illegiti- 
mate. The surveys bear it out. Most of the citi 
zens believe GMA cheated in the elections, 
most of the citizens believe GMA did not win. 
the elections, and at least 65 percent of the cit- 
izens want GMA to go by whatever means. This 
government has no mandate to rule. 

Governments that have no mandate to rule 
can rule only by one means—by force, attend- 
ed by its usual handmaidens—guile, deception 
and outright lie. History shows so. The Spanish 
had no mandate, other than the self-serving 
опе of Christianizing the heathens, and ruled 
the country tyrannically, holding the power of 
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global imbalance." 

What does that mean? Never mind, you're 
not supposed to understand that anyway. Just 
understand that it was not the fault of GMA or 
her policies. In the first place, she has no poli- 
cies at all—except to lie, cheat, steal, bribe, 
suppress the truth, suppress dissent and kill 
anybody who threatens to unseat her from 
Malacafiang. It is the fault of the whole world 
that it is “imbalanced.” It is the fault of other 
countries that they have stronger currencies 
than ours. 

Allis not well in the Light Rail Transit Au- 
thority (LRTA). Well, the LRTA has never been 
well since it was built—which was many 
years ago during the Marcos administration. 
Like the Metrorail on Edsa, the LRTA has nev- 
er earned a profit since it started operation. 
‘Taxpayers are paying for the annual operat- 
ing losses of the two elevated rail lines. 

‘But the problem this time is not in too lit- 
tle earnings; itis in too many security agen- 
cles. There are three security agencies fight- 
ing for the right to guard the LRTA lines. Re- 
member their names: “Advance,” “Vari- 
ance” and “Lockheed.” Some LRTA officials 
‘seem to be involved in the controversy. 

(Almost all subdivisions employ security 
agencies, so ask a few of them and they will 
tell you that they sometimes give kickbacks 
to whoever is in charge of a subdivision's se- 
curity) 

Tasked an insider what the whole ruckus is 
about and he gave me this explanation: Ad- 
vance and Variance were among several secu- 
rity agencies that submitted bids to handle the 
security services of LRTA lines 1 and 2. They 
were the only two bidders who pre-qualified. 

‘The Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) 
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life and death over the indio. The Americans 
had no mandate, other than the self-aggran- 
dizing one of the White Man's Burden, and 
ruled deviously, hiding the harshness of occu- 
pation with slogans about democracy. The 
Japanese had no mandate, other than the self- 
expanding one of Asia for Asians, and ruled 
with the bayonet, its efforts to pacify a restive 
population comparable only to the American 
efforts to do so when they first seized this 
country at the turn of the 20th century. Ferdi- 
nand Marcos had no mandate after his second 
presidential term, other than the self-deluding 
one of tadhana, his destiny to rule, and drove 
this country to ruination, from which we con- 
tinue to reel today. 

GMA has no mandate, other than her fan- 
tasies, and is digging the grave for this country. 

The “digging the grave" is by no means a fig- 
ure of speech. Over the last couple of years, and 
especially since the “Hello Garci" tape surfaced 
last year—truth has a way of coming out, as An- 
dres Bonifacio's wife, Gregorio de Jesus, said, 
like the bloated bodies of the drowned—the 
bodies of dead journalists and activists have 
piled up. And it continues to pile up, notwith- 
standing the outery of the community of the de- 
cent, including the international one. If the 
‘mountain of corpses is set to the torch, it will 
take days before the funeral pyre expires. 

That is not accidental. That is the logical con- 
clusion of an illegitimate rule. That is the culmi- 
nation—or indeed but the latest development 
since there seems no end in sight—of a descent 
into dictatorship by a government that means to 
continue to rule without the people's consent. 
‘That isall of a piece with EO 464, which prevents 


recommended on Jan. 25, 2006 that the 
contract be awarded to Advance for having 
post-qualified and for submitting the lowest 
bid. However, LRTA Administrator 
Melquiades Robles ignored the recommen- 
dation and directed LRTA's corporate secre- 
tary, Honrado Cabrera, to review the BAC 
resolution, Cabrera, for reasons of his own, 
reported to Robles that Variance, and not 
Advance, should be awarded the contract. 

Advance filed a petition for the issuance 
of a writ of preliminary injunction and tem- 
porary restraining order against LRTA and 
Variance. 

In defiance of the TRO, LRTA allowed 
Variance to provide security at Line 2 under 
a so-called "provisional contract.” LRTA 
claims this is a separate contract from the 
one being contested by Advance. 

The court ordered LRTA and Variance to 
observe the status quo and restrained them 
from implementing the provisional соп. 
tract, adding that the “provisional contract 
appears to be unenforceable yet consider- 
ing that the same has not yet been nota- 
rized.” 

With the TRO, Lockheed continues to 
handle the security services for LRTA. Said 
the insider: There were patent irregulari 
committed by the administrator when he 
deliberately set aside BAC's Jan. 25 resolu- 
tion which recommended that the contract 
be awarded to Advance. The corporate sec- 
retary, whom the administrator directed to 
review the recommendation, has no person- 
ality or authority to review or alter the BAC 
recommendations. 

In an obvious effort to placate Advance, 
the LRTA awarded the security contract for 

ie 2, Area 1 (the depot) to that agency. 
This implies that Advance has been post- 
‘qualified to handle security services for the 
agency. Why then was it post-disqualified 
for Line 2, Area 2 if it has fully complied 
with all the requirements for the Line 1 con- 
tract? 

Don't you think the LRT administrator 
showed unusual interest in preventing Ad- 
vance from getting the contract and in al- 
lowing Variance to get part of it? 
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government officials, military and civilian, from 
shedding light on the truth about the last elec- 
tions, That is all of a piece with CPR, which pre- 
vents the citizens from protesting what hap- 
pened in the last elections. And that is all of a 
piece with 1017, which prevents the people from 
being ruled by a ruler they voted for. 

Illegitimacy breeds dictatorship as surely as 
а poisoned well breeds cholera. And dictator- 
ship kills, in more ways than one. 

The usurper's supporters say we should for- 
get about the usurpation and move on. Аз 
though a people that have lost all sense of right 
and wrong, that can neither show pride nor 
self-respect, that can neither dispense nor ob- 
tain justice, can ever advance beyond a savage 
and brutish state. As though a nation that has 
lost all sense of good and bad, that has learned 
to live with oppression, that can abide the 
slaughter of the innocents, can ever move oth- 
er than in the direction of a holocaust, The 
usurpers supporters say we should forget 
about the usurpation and concentrate on 
changing the Constitution. As though chang- 
ing a perfectly legitimate Charter will ever 
make up for changing a completely illegiti 
mate leader, As though a political diversion 
will ever make up for a moral compulsion. 

‘There is only one thing to do in the face of 
this. That is to call for snap elections to end the 
madness. Snap elections are not just possible 
only if GMA resigns or is ousted. Elections—or 
the universal call for it--are the one thing that 
will make GMA resign, or be ousted. Elections 
are not just the crowning ceremony to come at 
the end of a tyranny, they are a battering ram 
aimed at the walls of tyranny that will cause 
them to fall. If this country will unite in calling 
for elections, the call will be mightier than the 
sound of Joshua's trumpets. The answer to an 
illegitimate rule is a legitimate rule. The an- 
swer to a leader the voters did not vote fo 
leader the voters vote for. The answer to dicta- 
torship is democracy. 

Elections will make us breathe, The truth 
shall make us free. 
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SOMETIME AGO, WHILE I WAS LISTENING TO 
а debate on death penalty, someone in the audi- 
ence handed me a note asking me three ques- 
tions: 1) Were you against the death penalty dur- 
ing the deliberations of the 1986 Constitutional 
Commission? (2) What is the view of Cardinal Sin 
оп the death penalty? (3) Has the present Pope 
said anything about the death penalty? 

T could only scribble an answer to the first ques- 
tion: yes, Iwas. Iwas not sure about the answers to 
the two other questions, But when I came back to 
the Jesuit Residence, 1 approached one of the in- 
house live "search engines” and asked him if the 
Pope had said anything about the matter. He was 
soon knocking at my door to show me a copy ofthe 
1995 encyclical "Evangelium Vitae" (Gospel of 
Life), marked where the Pope dealt the subject. 

‘The Pope discussed death penalty in the con- 
text of a state's right of self-defense. Now that 
Congress has acted to abolish the death penalty it 
is good to recall what the Pope said: 

“{Llegitimate defense can be not only a right 
but a grave duty for someone responsible for an- 
other's life, the common good of the family or of 
the State, Unfortunately it happens that the need 
to render the aggressor incapable of causing 
harm sometimes involves taking his life. In this 
case, the fatal outcome is attributable to the ag- 
gressor whose action brought it about, even 
though he may not be morally responsible be- 
cause of lack of the use of reason. 

"This is the context in which to place the prob- 
lem of the death penalty. On this matter there is a 
growing tendency, both in the Church and in civil 
society, to demand that it be applied in a very lim- 
ited way or even that it be abolished completely 
‘The problem must be viewed in the context of a 
system of penal justice ever more in ine with hu- 
man dignity and thus, in the end, with God's plan 
for man and society. 

“Itis clear that, for this purpose to be achieved, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


SOUNDING 
BoARD 


Fr. Joaquin G. 


E 
Bernas, S. 


4 
the nature and extent of the punishment must be 
carefully evaluated and decided upon, and ought 
not go to the extreme of executing the offender 
except in cases of absolute necessity: in other 
words, when it would not be possible otherwise 
to defend society” 

What the Pope refers to as the growing respect for 
human life and human dignity is reflected in inter- 
national documents which encourage the banning 
of the death penalty by states which have not yet 
done so. Our Congress has moved in this direction. 

The move of Congress brings back thoughts 
about the movie “Dead Man Walking." St. Helen 
Prejean, the real-life nun in the movie, sometime 
ago, in an interview with America magazine, 
warned about a culture that refuses to abandon 
the death penalty. The thought that came to mind 
as I read the interview was that the campaign to 
put an end to executions does not end with a law 
abolishing the death penalty. The campaign must. 
still be brought to the hearts of people. 

Sister Prejean is not a wild-eyed activist. The 
technique she advocates is gentle—as gentle as 
the parables Jesus told by the sea. She tells sto- 
ries. She explains: “One of the reasons people let 
the death penalty go on is that they don't identify 
with the condemned person. Its as if they say to 
themselves, They are not human the way we are, 
so it's OK to kill them.’ This is what storytelling 
does; it brings people there and helps them real- 
ize that this person on death row is human and 
part of the body of Christ. 
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“When I share my experience about Angola, 
what I saw and heard and learned there, people 
are willing to go with me on that journey. It's like 
the phrase in the beginning of the First Epistle of 
John--what we have seen with our eyes, what we 
have heard—that’s what can move hearts and 
even change people in the storytelling process. 
It's a witnessing, as in: I'll share with you what 1 
saw and heard and learned.” 

She speaks of her audiences, the differences in 
their reactions. She finds poor people in inner 
cities, people exposed to violence and death, more 
receptive. She finds affluent people indifferent. 
‘With them, she says, "You have to gather the kin- 
dling, blow on the coals and get the fire going, be- 
‘cause you've got to take them through experiences 
they themselves have never had. Sympathy for 
people on death row is the last thing that comes. If 
you say а man on death row was abused as a child, 
theyll say that there are a lot of abused kids who 
don't go out and murder people.” 

Somehow, her words ring а familiar note. It is 
the Thurgood Marshall hypothesis. Marshalls the- 
огу was that public support for the death penalty 
comes from want of information, and that if peo- 
ple were better informed, the public would oppose 
capital punishment. The “information” Marshall 
spoke of, however, was not just theoretical infor- 
mation supported by statistics, He spoke also of in- 
formation that comes from feeling with real peo- 
ple. Ihad а little bit of that three weeks ago when I 
visited Death Row with Fr. Ray Holscher S.J., one 
of the chaplains, and talked with some of those 
who were awaiting execution. 

ОЁ course, there is also the argument that 
death row convicts brought death on others and 
must also accept death. The convict in the real- 
life movie "Capote" quietly accepted death. So 
did Jesus. But must we impose it? 

‘The Good News says that He came that all may 
have life and have it more abundantly. 


*Disenchanted Kingdom’ 


ONE OF THE THINGS I AWAIT MOST EAGERLY 
at the end of each semester is the result of my stu- 
dents’ evaluation of my performance as a part 
time teacher of a course on Japanese Culture and 
Language. I read my evaluation report carefully 
because it helps me improve my teaching style, as 
well as the content of the course for the next 
semester. 

Modesty aside, the comments of my students 
in the past four semesters have been largely posi- 
tive (which, I must admit in the spirit of honesty, 
is another reason why I eagerly await my evalua- 
tion). But some were unflattering. In my first 
semester of teaching, one student commented 
that I had a penchant for green jokes and that I 
picked on students. God knows how difficult it 
was to stop those green jokes, but it did stop. Pm 
still working on the second complaint. 

In the second semester of the last school year, 
one student complained that the course focused 
only on the language part when it was supposed 
to be a language and culture class. So last sum- 
mer, my class went to Music 21 in Timog Avenue, 
and we sang Japanese songs; going to the 
karaoke is one of the favorite pastimes of the 
Japanese. The lyrics were all in hiragana 
(Japanese syllabary), so it was also an exercise in 
reading Japanese. Everyone had a blast, and they 
said so in the last evaluation. 

Such honest evaluation is the first step toward 
improvement. It is indispensable. Having been a 
teacher herself, President Macapagal-Arroyo should 
know this. But one doesn't have to be a teacher to 
see this need. Actually, this is just practical and com- 
mon sense. And this applies to anything one does, 
but more so when one is a public servant and most 
especially when one is the president ofa republic. 

‘After watching а come-backing Martina Hingis 
demolish her opponent in the first round of the 
French Open, 1 saw a news flash showing the 
President fuming over a report of acting Educa- 
tion Secretary Fe Hidalgo. As she paced the floor 
to cool herself down, GMA reminded me of the 
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temperamental Marat Safin who lost in the first 
round ofthe tennis tournament in straight sets af- 
ter losing his cool, proving once more that if you 
lose your cool, you lose. 

When Arroyo stood up, I hall-expected the ob- 
sequious male Cabinet members seated next to 
her to follow her and start fanning her to help her 
cool down, like what servants used to do to 
pharaohs and queens in ancient Egypt. That 
‘would have been the height of sycophancy, which 
seems to be one of her criteria in hiring Cabinet 
members. Indeed, GMA's male Cabinet members 
have been her most vocal defenders (flatterers). 

‘The unlucky lady official, a veteran at the De- 
partment of Education, was castigated for suppos- 
edly exaggerating the shortage of classrooms in 
the country. GMA insisted that a higher student to 
classroom ratio (100:1) should be used and not 
the smaller 45:1 ratio because of the two-classes- 
per-classroom-per-day policy the Arroyo adminis- 
tration has adopted. She wanted to paint a rosy 
picture of the educational system because the 
‘meeting was being covered by the media, She said 
so herself. But Hidalgo used the lower ratio which 
showed we are in fact nowhere near the ideal. 

For sure, many of our government officials 
have been glossing over the real situation in their 
respective sectors—agriculture, housing, envi- 
ronment, etc. But to see the highest ranking pub- 
lic official herself castigating another official for 
telling the truth only served to encourage such 
practice—to the detriment of our country and our 
children’s sense of values. 

‘The day after that news flash, as ifin support of 
Hidalgo, news features on TV and print media 
showed how some of public schools have been 


coping with the shortage of classrooms. Unfortu- 
nately, in the afternoon of the outburst, the 
DepEd head was—to put it bluntly—forced to lie. 
and revise her figures. What a "good example" for 
the incoming students. Perhaps, that's the reason. 
why the official said she was "sorry for herself." 

How can you improve the problem of class- 
room shortage if you do not face the problem 
squarely? The sad truth is that classroom short- 
age is not the only problem besetting our educa- 
tional system, There is also the lack of books, the. 
lack of teachers and the lack of competent teach- 
ers, And it will do the country good if the govern- 
ment will recognize all of these and begin to ad- 
dress them seriously and sincerely. 

Before she tells a national gathering of employ- 
ers about transforming the country into an En- 
chanted Kingdom, the President should first en- 
sure that the country will produce high-quality la- 
bor force. This she can do by making sure that the 
government provides quality education. 

A friend, who is a high school teacher, and I 
were discussing these issues on our way to the 
Quezon Memorial Circle to spend a leisurely 
morning (Enchanted Kingdom is too far and ех- 
pensive) when we passed by a small group of 
young protesters in front of the Philcoa building. 
‘One of the speakers, a petite lady herself but with 
asincere concern for the country, pointed out that. 
the budget allocated for education was “kasing: 
it ni Gloria.” She can say that as well about СМАз 
vision for our country’s educational system. 

Meanwhile, you hear about Malacafiang giving 
pork barrel funds to the congressmen who 
quashed the impeachment move against her last 
‘year, hoping to get their support once more in an- 
other impeachment move this year. 

‘The only good thing that came out from that 
display of presidential temper is that the public 
now knows better to see the real picture the next. 
time the government makes positive forecasts 
about the country’s situation, 

Tes about time people got disenchanted. 


Independence days 


WE HAVE SEVERAL INDEPENDENCE DAYS, 
really: Aug. 23, 1896, when Andres Bonifacio led 
in the tearing-up of the cedula, the symbol of our 
people's subjection to Spain: June 12, 1898, 
when Emilio Aguinaldo proclaimed our indepen- 
dence to the world; Sept. 29, 1898 when repre- 
sentatives of large parts of Philippine territory 
ratified that proclamation (in modified form); 
and July 4, 1946, when the world finally recog- 
nized that independence, Officially, the 12th of 
June has been chosen as the Philippine Indepen- 
dence Day, though the other dates have their own 
advocates, too. 

It seems to me that the arguments of the vari- 
ous sides of the never-ending debate on our “real” 
independence day depend on whether one's defi- 
nition of both nationalism and nationhood—and 
sovereignty—is primarily inward- or outward- 
looking: and on one's views about the model for 
national leadership. 

Bonifacio's proclamation was inwardly ex- 
pressed—meaning, directed to his fellow 
Katipuneros, and then to the Tagalogs, Tlocanos, 
Kapampangans, Bicolanos, Cebuanos, Ilonggos, 
etc, He had hoped to convince them to identify 
and unite themselves as one nation, to be called 
either “Filipinas” or "Katagalugan." 

‘On the other hand, the leadership struggle be- 
tween him and Aguinaldo in 1897 was а show- 
down between contending attitudes: the organic, 
mystical idea of the Katipunan both as initiator of 
the revolution and natural governing authority 
for the emerging nation, and the need to dispense 
with the secret society in favor of an authority or- 
ganized along more familiar, existing politico-ter- 
roritorial lines. 

Monarchical (for a person who read up on both 
the French and American revolutions, Bonifacio's 
intitial satisfaction with being the "Supremo" 
and, later, his assertion of himself as "Hari ng 
Katagalugan” seem to indicate he preferred either. 
title more than just being "President") or despotic 
(at the June 12 proclamation, Aguinaldo was ele- 
vated as “egregious dictator’)? Surely, neither 
leader should be understood as democratic, 
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though both submitted to the process of election 
at Tejeros, the first of two embryo republics (the 
second being at Biak-na-bato). Tejeros ended in a 
disaster; Biak-na-bato in a truce with Spain. Nei- 
ther got the recipe for formal organization right. 

In contrast to Bonifacio's primarily inwardly 
oriented proclamation of independence in 1896, 
that of 1898 was outward-looking. The obsession 
with the trappings of sovereignty bequeathed to 
us things that have endured (our national sym- 
bols—flag, anthem, richly worded proclama- 
tion), as well as memories that continue to em- 
barrass (e.g. the rather over-enthusiastic decla- 
ration that we were under the protection of the 
great and humane North American nation; the 
vaguely irrelevant mention of a low-ranking 
“American witness to the proceedings) 

Colorful as it was, Mabini objected to the 
whole thing on interesting grounds. Of what val- 
ue was independence as a protectorate, if the 
“protecting” nation, America, had made no for- 
mal commitment to recognizing the new govern- 
ment, much less protecting it? And of what value 
wasa president or a nation if a bunch of exiles did 
the proclaiming, unilaterally, and without the 
(ritual, at least) assent of the country? 

These defects were cured—and the date of 
June 12 fortified —by the formal ratification on 
Sept. 28, 1898 of Aguinaldo's independence 
proclamation, This was followed, early in 1899 in 
Malolos by the adoption of a fine, new Constitu- 
tion; the election of a president (not a king) 
though not by popular vote but by territorial rep- 
resentatives; and the establishment of a legisla- 
ture composed of elected and appointed dele- 
gates. That republic, though, was crushed; but it 


was the first; it had set the bar, and all that would. 
be needed would be to perfect it once indepen- 
dence was restored. 

Having bome the brunt of American armed 
might, Filipinos faced a new task: to wheedle, ca- 
jole, bamboozle, plead and preach in order to re- 
gain what was lost. On the side of Filipinos was the 
schizophrenic attitude of America itself toward its 
colony in the Philippines. Too few Americans 
wanted the white man's burden urged on by Rud- 
yard Kipling: there was not enough money to be 
made; Filipinos overwhelmingly preferred inde- 
pendence, and the best Americans could expect 
‘was the kind of association Britain had with Cana- 
da (though even that was a hard-sell). 

Imperialist powers (the British in India, Malaya 
and elsewhere; the Dutch in the East Indies, now 
Indonesia; the French in Indochina, today's Viet- 
nam, Laos and Cambodia) watched American 
power retreat like a glacier melting from the hot 
air of Filipino speeches, and they were upset. 

When World War Il broke out, we had been 
promised independence; we enjoyed a control 
over internal affairs matched only by Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand among the colonized 
countries. Whether it deserved credit or not, 
‘America reaped a reservoir of goodwill that, ав 
the war ended, initially made Mao Zedong and 
Ho Chi Minh look at Americans as natural allies. 

Finally, on July 4, 1946, all that came before 
came together: the anthem and flag of 1898 final- 
ly performed, in a signal display of the Philip- 
pines’ internationally acknowledged sovereignty. 
A republic was born. Though it passed into histo- 
1y in 1972, it lives on in many ways in our pre- 
sent, fifth, republic. 

1 myself prefer the view that all these 
things—nationhood, sovereignty, leadership; 
and the modes, manner and symbols used to ex- 
press, interpret, and define these--are best under- 
stood as ап evolutionary process, one which 
hasn't ended, and never will. 1 do think, though, 
that a blind nostalgia for particular periods is un- 
healthy June 12 is but the lodestar in an officially 
defined constellation of equally brilliant stars, 
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Igniting ап explosion 
of support for education 


PHILIPPINE PUBLIC EDUCATION IS SADDLED WITH SO 
many shortages—classrooms, teachers, books, teaching ma- 
terials, and science and IT equipment and facilities. The de- „m. 
bate about the reality and the gravity of these shortages goes Ё 
оп, but one only needs to go to a public school to find out the 
real score. 

А lot of resources are already being poured into public 47 
schools, But these are 
mot enough. For ex- 
ample, a big chunk of 
the Department of Ed- 
ucation's annual bud- 

jet (more than P100 " riguil 
Fillion) goes to paying Mario Deriquito 
the salaries of teach- 
ers and employees. Little is left to fund the substantial reforms 
needed to improve student performance. E 

А good number of local governments have taken the lead’ 
in improving public educ: in their areas through infras- 
tructure, subsidies for teachers' salaries and benefits, and 
scholarship programs. But the room for cooperation and im- 
provement is still very much wide open. 

The business sector has been contributing much to educa- 
tion. In fact, according to several surveys on corporate giv- 
ing, education is a favorite charity among private firms. 
From July 2004 to June 2005, the corporate sector con- 
tributed P1.5 billion to education, the League of Corporate 
Foundations reported. More and more companies are get- 
ting on board the “education bandwagon.” 

Not only is education key to producing quality manpower 
for the business sector, it also gives people the chance to get 
ош of poverty. And poverty alleviation translates into more 
purchasing power, better markets. Thus, companies—big’ 
and small—are giving to education. 

However, a large chunk of corporate giving goes to the. 
companies’ own education programs. While many of these 
programs are successful, they often lack the needed scale 
and focus to create an impact on the performance of 
schoolchildren. 

Overseas Filipinos are also a potential source of signi 
cant contributions. Studies conducted by some groups reveal 
that education is among the favorite “causes” of overseas Fil- 
ipinos. 

Ayear and a half ago, the Gearing Up Internet Literacy and 
Access for Students (Gilas) was launched to bring the Internet, 
to the Philippines’ public high schools. Gilas fund-raising cam- 
paign among Filipino-Americans initially yielded very encour- 
aging results, generating not only actual donations, but also 
an “explosion” of volunteerism among Fil-Ams who came for- 
ward to help in the initiative. But more has to be done to un- 
lock the campaign's tremendous potentials. 

Education is a national concern, but a significant part of 
the solution may lie at the local level. Communities have to 
take on the responsibility of analyzing their problems and 
‘mobilizing local resources to implement effective solutions. 
Steps should be taken to get the support and participation of 
the governor, mayor, education officials or big businesses op-, 
erating in a city or province or town; and to solicit the partic- 
ipation of the small businesses and entrepreneurs (e.g, ice 
plant or hardware or bakery owner), village officials, NGOs, 
youth groups, PTCAs, locally based universities and colleges, 
and all concerned citizens. 

In fact, proactive communities may just be the "spark" 
needed to ignite an outpouring of support that will make a 
difference for public education. 

Imagine this scenario: There is a viable plan to improve. 
the performance of students in a town by “x percent” in five, 
years. A local multisectoral group takes the lead to imple- 
ment the plan. The local ice plant operator, and the bakery. 
and hardware owners give their share. The local university 
handles the training of teachers. The local alumni associa- 
tion gives their share and asks fellow alumni who lead suc- 
cessful lives in other countries to also contribute. 

‘The barangay and Sangguniang Kabataan allocate a sig- 
nificant amount of their budget to education, Local organi- 
zations contribute; ordinary town folk give individual dona- 
tions. Everybody, in other words, is successfully mobilized 
and gives their share. 

The giving becomes so infectious and remarkable that 
government, big business, and overseas Filipinos take notice. 
and then give more. Thus, an explosion of local cooperation 
and donation triggers another explosion of giving at another" 
level. Community efforts unlock national and international. 
support. 

Perhaps this "explosion" is not all that farfetched. And this 
may just be the opportunity many Filipinos are waiting for. 

Will this kind of local mobilization work? There are en- 
couraging signs. 

In E.B. Magalona, Negros Occidental, a nongovernment 
organization, called ESKAN, has been very successful in en- 
gaging the local community in efforts to improve the perfor- 
mance of public schoolchildren in National Achievement 
Tests. 

In Iloilo City, the mayor and officials of the Department of 
‘Education lead thrust to bring the Internet to all the public 
high schools there, and more education equipment and ma- 
terials to the public elementary schools, 

In the Gilas orientation meetings held in Negros Occiden- 
tal and Negros Oriental, local stakeholders responded very 
‘enthusiastically. Some government officials promised to pro- 
vide funding for computers. The DepEd promised to provide 
and validate all needed information. A locally based state 
college promised to lend its IT teachers for teacher training. 
A group of NGOs volunteered to organize and assist a local: 
education alliance, 

Inspired by its small successes, Gilas has put together local 
groups to bring the Internet to public high schools in a num- 
ber of cities and municipalities around the country. 

"The Foundation for Worldwide People Power continues to 
build local alliances and plans to go further by organizing 
‘communities at the school level. This approach will enable 
schools and communities to take responsibility for improv- 
ing the quality of education in their areas. 

What are the advantages of local communities taking on- 
the responsibility for education? First, it will make the com- 
munities more aware of the problems facing their schools 
and it will give its members a stronger sense of ownership of 
the solutions they arrive at. Second, it will unlock local re- 
sources, Third, the local initiative can serve as a “magnet” for 
more external support. Fourth, the programs and projects 
will have greater sustainability. 

‘The challenge to other education players, especially to the 
DepEd and education experts, is to make education pro- 
grams meaningful; but more importantly, to produce results. 
‘The community will only participate if it sees that the pro- 
grams it supports mean something and have real impact on 
the performance of its schoolchildren. 

(Mario Deriquito is the director of the Ayala Foundation’s 
Center for Social Development and, until recently, the chair- 
man of the Education Committee of the League of Corporate 
Foundations.) 

(You may send your comments to the author at edrev@fiww- 
pporg) 
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IT SHOULD NOT TAKE 20 YEARS FOR GLORIA MACA- 
pagal-Arroyo to take us to the "Enchanted Kingdom" of 
the First World. The fact is we are already there, cour- 
tesy of GMA. 

‘One only needs to see the television commercial of 
Enchanted Kingdom to realize this. In that ad, people 
can be seen pushing, shoving and bumping into each 
other in reckless and careless abandon. There is com- 
plete chaos. Sad to say, this is the state of the nation un- 
der GMA. There is no sense of direction: People are leav- 
ing for abroad, the country has virtually been turned in- 
to a killing field where journalists and political oppo- 
nents are being slaughtered with impunity day by day. 

First World countries do not rise from enchanted 
kingdoms; neither are they founded on make-believes. 
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к! “OPINION 
Magic classrooms in GMA's 
Enchanted Kingdom 


They are the product of their people's hardwork and 
perseverance. And the First World countries of today 
became so under the leadership of principled and 
morally upright men and women, who were ready to 
resign, perhaps, even take their own lives at the slight- 
est hint of irregularities. 

In GMAS Enchanted Kingdom, it is possible to solve 
classroom shortages or construct 7,000 classrooms in 
just afew hours. 

Expect more magic or magical moments in GMAs 
Enchanted Kingdom of make-believes. As the TV com- 
mercial finale puts it—"the magic lives on in the En- 
chanted Kingdom.” 

—ROBERT DEFENSOR, 
robert defensor@yahoo.com.ph 
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MAY MGA GANITO BANG PALATANDAAN? 


* Walang generic name 
* Kupas ang kulay 
* Madaling madurog 


p 


* Nakakaduda ang presyo: 
* Nakakaduda ang pinanggagalingan 
Para makaiwas sa pekeng gamot, suriin mabuti 


ang label at ang gamot mismo. Hingin ang lot 
number at expiration date ng binili ninyong g 


Bumili lamang sa ВЕ, 


On а mission 


IN THE JUNE 1 ISSUE OF THE INQUIRER, A NEWS 
item on “absentee” solons mentioned Rep. Nereus 
Acosta (Bukidnon) as one of the representatives with 
the biggest number of absences from July 2004 to July 
2005. It was our impression that the report was sug- 
gesting that the absentee-representatives did not have 
valid reasons for their absences. 

‘While we do not speak for the other representatives, 
allow us to clarify that Representative Acosta was ab- 
sent for more than 20 session days because he was 
named the First Filipino World Fellow of Yale Universi- 
ty from August to December 2004. As principal author 
of the Clean Air Act and the Clean Water Act, he was al- 
lowed by Speaker Jose de Venecia to go on official mis- 
sion and collaborate with the Yale Center for Environ- 


ment Law and Policy on the Global Environmental Sus- 

tainability Index. 

—VIBETH AMORIN, chief of staff, Office of Rep. Nereus 
Acosta, House of Representatives 


Na ATA ka ba? 


AY! 


FOR PROOF, ITAGO ANG GAMOT AT RESIBO. ISUMBONG AT ITAWAG SA 
TOLL-FREE 1-800-10-FAKEMED (3253633). 


Dapat Suit 
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Clarifying the Masinloc 
‘mysteries’ 


THIS IS TO CLARIFY ISSUES RAISED BY NEAL 
Cruz in his May 19 and May 26 columns; and 
by Conrad R. Banal іп his June 1 column 

1. On PSALM's refusal to foreclose YNN's 
$11-million performance bond. 

YNN's bid is one that will be difficult to du- 
plicate should PSALM call for a rebidding prior 
to the deadline. It is in the best interest of the 
government to give this transaction as much 
leeway to succeed without compromising the 
bid rules and the contract terms. PSALM grant- 
ed the extension to maximize the proceeds 
from the privatization of National Power Corp, 
as mandated, 

2. On granting the extension. 

Per contract, once PSALM completes its con- 
ditions precedent—which it has—the corpora- 
tion has the option to set the date for YNN to 
sete е up-front payment of 
5227,540,000.352. 

3. On YNN' failure to pay up on March 31, 
2006. 

March 31, 2006 was the original deadline 
set for YNN to deliver the up-front payment. 
Exercising its prerogative under the contract, 
PSALM granted the first extension by moving 
this deadline to June 30, 2006 for reasons al- 
ready explained in No. 1 above. 

4. On the S3-million increase in the perfor- 
mance bond. 

PSALM would rather get the whole bid price 
of $561.7 million for ће Masinloc plant rather 
than the mere $11-million performance bond, 

The $3-million increase in YNN's perfor- 
mance bond is in consideration of the extension. 
and will be an added benefit to the government 
ifthe consortium fails to deliver on its promise. 

Please note, a rebidding cannot be conduct- 
ed anytime soon and before the operation of 
the Wholesale Electricity Spot Market. It must 
also be stressed that during the extension, the 
performance bond continues to exist and, 
therefore, remains valid 

5. On Ranhill's takeover, 

It is not true that the takeover is not sanc- 
tioned by PSALM's own bidding rules. There is 
no provision in the bidding procedures or in 
the Asset Purchase Agreement (APA) which 
prohibits the winning buyer from allowing 
new investors to buy into its company. It is 
YNN' prerogative to allow Ranhill to join its 
consortium in accordance with law. As long as 
YNN remains the counterparty of PSALM, YNN 
complies with APA. What is prohibited is for 
YNN to liquidate or wind up its corporate exis- 
tence before it has fully paid the purchase price 
in the Masinloc deal, 

6. On the YNN-Meralco supply contract. 

YNN requested that the supply contract 
with Meralco be made a condition of the per 
formance bond. PSALM denied the request. 
That would have added a condition to the per: 
formance bond and changed the terms of APA, 
giving YNN better terms than those offered in 
the original bidding. And that would have vio- 
lated PSALM's "no post bidding negotiation” 
policy. PSALM is not a party—neither is it 
privy—to any negotiation between YNN-Ran- 
hill and Meralco. 

—Froilan A. Tampineo 

Vice President for Asset Management and 
Electricity Trading 

Power Sector Assets and Liabilities 
Management Corp. (PSALM) 


Adjust GSIS monthly 
pensions to present 
economic realities 


PLEASE ALLOW ME AS AN ELDERLY PEN- 
sioner to call the attention of the public and 
the government to the problems and difficul 
ties that retired government employees have 
to go through from day to day with their mea- 
ger monthly GSIS pensions. 

A typical example is the case of a retired or- 
dinary classroom teacher. When he was still 
with the government, he reported to school ev- 
ery day, often coming home with a headache 
that he had to bear the whole evening. Still, 
early the next morning, he would rush to catch 
the first tip just to be able to report for his 
class on timé, never mind the rain. In other 
words, the public school teacher personifies 
the loyal, dedicated and persevering public 
servant. 

But when he retires—that is, after spending 
the best years of his life in government service. 
he finds out that the GSIS monthly pension 
(which is seldom, if at all, adjusted to the 
changing needs of the retirees and the eco- 
nomic realities around him) is not enough to 
cover even his basic daily needs. 1 believe this 
is true of 90 percent of GSIS pensioners whose 
P5,000 monthly pension (or even less) puts 
them below the poverty line. 

‘The second factor which has worsened the 
financial condition of retirees is the EVAT. Yes, 
the pensioner also pays the EVAT on the elec 
tricity, water and LPG, among others, that he 
and his family consumes. Yes, the pension ben- 
efits that Congress contemplated when it 
passed the Retirement Law in 1951 no longer 
meet the present realities that retirees face. 

Pensioners today should be given a mini- 
mum monthly pension of P10,000. In order 
that the pension fund doesn’t get depleted, the 
Government Service Insurance System should 
not tap into it for “political” or any other GSIS 
projects, precisely because it is a trust fund. 
‘Trust funds shouldn't be touched by the dirty 
hands of politics. 

Recently, the President announced а month- 
ly salary increase of P1,000 for government 
employees. Sad to say, GSIS pensioners, who 
were once also government employees, have 
altogether been forgotten. 

Maybe, through this letter in the Inguinen, 
we retirees can start joining forces and work 
for pension adjustments and a better life for 
ourselves, 

ANTONIO B. BORJA, 
23 G. del Pilar St, 
Dayangdang, Naga City 4400. 
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Cable watch formed in Davao 


DAVAO CITY—THIEVES CON- cost” of the worsening problem. 
tinue to target the communica- “PLDT (Davao branch) alone 
tions network of Philippine Long has already lost some P20 million 
Distance Company (PLDT) here due to pilferage this year,” he, 
and company officials suspect said. 
that abigsyndicateis behind the То at least minimize the prob 
increasing incident of cable lem, he said PLDT created cable 
TREEFOR theft. watch 164, where concerned citi- 
TOURISTS From Jan. 14 to date, PLDT of zens can report suspected 
BAGUIO ficials said they recorded at least thieves. 
residents, 22 cases of cable theft in the city. Не said PLDT has also cooper- 
including ‘The latest incident occurred on ated with other telecommunica- 
poe June 5 when unidentified men tions providers to address the 
دم‎ cut and stole at least 50 meters of problem. 
ا‎ telephone cable in Tugbok district Among these companies is 
= here. Bayantel, which also faces similar 
dieat “The alarm sounded but when problem on cable theft. 
C the police and our team arrived at Landeta said PLDT is also 
the scene, the long cable wires working with authorities to crack 
ат were already gone,” Claro Lande- down on junkshop owners buy- 
ta, PLDT's area protection divi- ing the stolen cables. 
sion chief, said. Phone cables are made of cop: 
Landeta said not a single inci- per, which is in demand among 
dent of cable theft had been junkshops here. t 
jn ; j solved o date Copper wires sold in junkshops4 
d У с. "We are not much concemed are being shipped to Korea and-. 
I PA DENM fi about the restoration cost,” he said. Japan for reprocessing. Dennis, 
ў Landeta said PLDT was more Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bu 


hike petition hearings 


By Carla P. Gomez iterated her support for a reason- crease within 12 months from the and basic commodities, was filed 
PDI Visayas Bureau able wage hike hammered out by last increase, unless supervening by the National Congress of 
the RTWPBs. conditions exist. Unions in the Sugar Industry of 
BACOLODCITY—THE WESTERN She specifically tasked Labor Тһе RTWPB granted a P15- the Philippines, Congress of Inde- 
Visayas Regional Tripartite Wages Undersecretary Danilo Cruz to wage increase for workers in pendent Organizations and the 
and Productivity Board (RTWPB) expedite deliberations on 10 Western Visayas on June 18 last Philippine Agricultural, Commer- 
in Western Visayas will startitsde- pending petitions filed with the year. cial and industrial Workers 
liberations ona petition for a P75- regional wage boards, a press ^ Hessaid they decided tostartde- Union. 
wage hike filed by labor groups in statement from Malacafiang said. liberation even before te one-year —— Wennie Sando, Region 6 RTW- 
the region, Malacafang said the govern- Бап lapses because of supervening РВ labor representative, said the 
‘Carlos Boteros, regional direc- ment wanted the regional wage events, like the frequent increases wage board representatives of 
tor of the Department of Labor boards to settle the issue on pay in the price of oil, which has affect- the labor sector from Visayas and 
and Employment in Western adjustments because they are ina ed the prices of commodities. Mindanao had met in Cebu and 
Visayas (Region 6), said they better position to determine the- А petition for a P75-wage in- the figure determined to be the 
would speed up the deliberation appropriate pay increase in their crease across ће board has been lost value of wages in the Visayas 
‘on the proposed wage hike, in respective areas, amid calls by filed by three labor groups under was placed at P93 per day. А 3 
compliance with an order of Pres- lawmakers for a legislated wage the Trade Union Congress of the Не added that even if the NG FAD FR sas 
ident Macapagal Arroyo. hike. Philippines before the RTWPB in amount was higher than the P75 
Provident Arroyo om June 6 di-  Boteros said that under exist- Western Visayas, Boteros said. per day increase that they cited in Ш A aah provide 
reed the DOLE то fasetrack the ing wage increase guidelines, the He said the petition, which cit- their petition, they would still _ RT TT ЫШ 
deliberations on pending peti- wage boards are not allowed to ed the need for a wage increase bring the higher amount during i 
tions for wage increases as she re. entertain petitions for wage in- because ofthe rising prices of fuel the Region6 RTWPB hearings нее Боре yo main a ааа роб уы, punit 
alabie ın all leading drugstores nationwide 


Textbook problem: Out . [itonaanginyong pagkakataon para mapanood ng LIVE ang 
ш tod сү со laban ni Manny Pacquiao at Oscar Larios! 


By Rolando O. Borrinaga neering and construction Тһе day the news broke, 
PDI Visayas Bureau firm. He has an office in the Lugas-Lim got scolded by 
Philippines although һе some of her superiors for “go- 
“TACLOBAN CITY—THE works and lives mainly in ing to the media.” 
pupils of this city’s youngest war-torn Iraq. But she also received 
Public school continue to suf- Angela Tiangco, Johnson's words of comfort from fellow 
fer from lack of textbooks, Manila staff, relayed the book school heads who attended 
but for a different reason this donation offer in calls made the seminar-workshop їп 
time. last June 1 to Department of Naval, Biliran, where she re- 
Money to buy the books is Education officials in Manila ported her school's problems. 
по longer a problem, with an and Tacloban, and to Juliet A surprise offer came from 
American donor willing to Lugas-Lim, the teacherin- the city government of 
buy all the books that the charge of Diit-Mercyville Tacloban. 
school's children need. How- Community School, located 8 For the first time since its 
ever, the donor representa- km north of the city. establishment in 2002, the 
tive tasked to order the books _ By June 2, Lugas-Lim had Diit-Mercyville Community 
found out that most of the faxed to Versar’s Manila of- received assistance the 
books they needed were ei- fice a long list of books, of form of a fresh coat of paint 
ther out of stock or up for re- which she needed more than for its two buildings, Lugas- 
vision. 1,100 copies for the pupils of Lim said. 
The Diit-Mercyville Com- her school. But other problems re- 
munity School caught media Then the new problem main. 
attention last June 1 because came. ‘The temporary building to 
its first batch of 33 ‘After contacting the pub- house the first batch of Grade 
Grade 4 pupils did not lishers of DepEd textbooks in 5 pupils is far from finished. 
have a single textbook last Manila, Tiangco said most of Since there has been no " th 
year and an average of three the listed books she ordered addition to the four teachers 2 ОЛЫ ЧЕ А Con 
идеп shared one textbook were out of stock or end of assigned to the school, and я BARON ” пот. ABSOCBN 
in the lower grades. the line (up for revision). due to lack of an extra room. 3 E JN 
As soon as the INQUIRER is- The publishers would only to accommodate its 200 И 
sue that carried the item print the ordered number of pupils from five grades, опе 
‘came out, the newspaper re- copies and it seems the teacher handles Grades 2 and 
ceived inquiries from an ex- DepEd has not placed an or- 3 by shifts, one in the morn- H 
patriate reader who offered der for new textbooks for ing, the other in the after- rough to Ada ойсо or. 
to donate books to the sometimenow. noon. MUNI HMM 
school. In late 2004, the DepEd's The school also does not ү 
"1 was saddened and hu- textbook program was at the have water and electrical pel a a 
miliated to read that there center of controversy over ac- connections, and the one toi- Dos ro pt a care paa won bar ona 
was an entire school without cusations that many of its let each for boys and girls аге Pm Tema Ronga тиза to Pacqato ror bet (oso pis 1 mgs bekat aa wol) 
books. There is absolutely no textbooks were full of factual, inadequate for its need. зарна: teers Steno nc etes Син bo an ua peo taa nl 
reason for kids in this coun- grammatical and conceptual “This country has every re- Sor К тарал d perar dna ta eoesponng Ger post gol onus cls wl) 
try in this day and age, to be errors source needed, and the in- a a н ын ааш 
going to school without After days oftrying, Tiang- ability of the young (and the To Prone ad te Зан Prop y caer sven aor a dra. 
books,” said William M. co had only purchased for future of the country) to T aso ee ma тоа SOR Dirt Lost Gorge Pork bin 
Johnson, an American exect Johnson more than 300 learn in a proper and ade- 12 Pages ore warsleratie but not convie Io cash 
tive who read the item in copies, or barely one-fourth quate learning environment E 
Manila. of the total number of books is heartbreaking and frustrat- 
Johnson, 46, is the vice requested by Lugas-Lim. ing. Whatever the cause, the 
president for international These books will be turned remedies are there, and it re- For mara information, please call (02) 435-1801 or emali us at tvantenna@adtelne.com ph 
Sperations of Versar Inc, overtotheschoolonJune19, ally takes only a couple of | panuumsnens taint saa via xs www обете сотан | 
which he describes as a small, the birthday of national hero things to fix these problems," 


specialized defense, engi- Dr. Jose Rizal Johnson said. AVAILABLE AT ALL AUTHORIZED DEALERS OF ADTEL, INC. NATIONWIDE 


‘Mag-gulay para 
humaba ang buhay! 


wa, ABS na ake 


эзле, 
BSA KGL BXR p a Gated n pry Pe roro 


Д" 


Journalist files 
complaint vs 
military officer 


COTABATO CITY—A JOURNALIST 
‘working fora Catholic radio station in. 
Kidapawan City has filed complaints 
against a ranking military official for 
allegedly calling her a communist. 

Malu Manar, program director 
of radio station dxND, told the In- 
Quran on Saturday the complaint 
was filed against Col. John Oswald 
Bucu of the Army’s 40th Infantry 
Battalion before the office of Col. 
Ruperto Pabustan, chief of the 
Army's 602nd Infantry Brigade. 

Manar said on June 7, Bucu al- 
legedly told reporters during press 
conference that she is a member of 
the New People's Army (NPA). 

Manar admitted she was not in 
the press conference but said col- 
leagues had informed her of Bu- 
cu's statements. 

“Malu isa communist. She should 
admit that, because communists are 
now accepted in the country" Manar 
quoted Bucu as having said. 

* But Bucu denied Малаге claims. 

“I never mentioned anything 
like that. Ifshe was so certain, she 
should tell me who her source 
was," Bucu told the INQUIRER. 

їп a complaint she sent to Pa- 
bustan, Manar said Bucu even ac- 
cused her of being a card-bearing 
member of the CPP 

“These are baseless accusations. 
Bucu has no proof, whatsoever, 
that Lam such. This is conduct un- 
becoming of an officer: Accusing 
somebody of something without 
enough proof,” Manar wrote. 

Manar, also a correspondent for 
Manila Bulletin, said embracing peo- 
ples issues like, poverty human rights, 
ancestral domain and other tribal is- 
sues, respect for women and children’s 
rights, just labor, and fair justice does 
not make her a communist. 

“Is digging deeper into is- 
‘sues—not just accepting facts at its 
face value—make me a commu- 
nist?" she said in the complaint, 

Manar said she isa member of the 
Peace and Conflict Journalists Net- 
work (PeCoJoN) Philippines but that 
did not make her a communist too. 


"The training that 1 got in more 
than 15 years of journalism work here 
and abroad made me what 1 am to- 
daya print and broadcast journalist, 
not a communist” she pointed out. 

Bucu said if Manar was not a 
communist, then she has no rea- 
son to get mad. 

“Why will she get mad ifit’s not 
true?" Bucu said. 

Pabustan said he was planning 
to conducta dialogue between Ma- 
nar and Bucu to resolve the issue. 


Guns 

In Pagadian City, majority of 
journalists here have rejected a 
government offer for them to 
legally acquire guns. 

The offer, made by Justice Sec- 
retary Raul Gonzales and ranking 
police officials, came in the wake 
of increasing incidents of attack 
оп members of the media. 

During a dialogue with police of- 
ficials here on June 6, two journalists 
signified their interest in the offer 

^ wouldnt mind carrying 
firearms if it means protection,” 
Richard Villaronte of Radio Min- 
danao Network's station dxPR, said. 

Dante Tual, station manager of dx- 
CA AM radio, agreed with Vilaronte. 

“Whenever I see someone rid- 
ing a motorcycle when I'm driv- 
ing, 1 always feel the need to have 
a firearm beside me,” he said. 

But for most media practition- 
ers here, the attacks on journal- 
ists could not be solved by carry- 
ing guns but by the police's deter- 
mination to catch the culprits. 

Ramil Bangues, program direc- 
tor of RMN-dxPR, said the only 
way to stop the killings is for the 
police to do its job. 

“We must send a message by ar- 
resting the killers,” said Bangues. 

Bangues said the carrying of 
firearms could not “prevent as- 
sassins from killing us.” 

"Carrying firearms invites more 
danger than protection," he said. 

Jeoffrey Maitem and Michael 
Sarcauga, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 
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RAINBOW SHIP 


BAGUIO CITY—THE SPATE OF 
killings of journalists should 
not dampen the spirit of cam- 
pus writers who want to em- 
bark on a career in journalism, 
according to the College Edi- 
tors Guild  Baguio-Benguet 
chapter. 

Anjo Rey Cerdefia, deputy 
secretary general of CEGP- 
Baguio-Benguet, said in a forum 
here on June 5 that the killings 
should instead inspire the youth 
to pursue their goal as agents of 
truth. 

“This should also serve as a 
challenge to the younger genera- 
tion of writers to fight for press 
freedom,” he said. 

The killings of journalists 
have prompted campus journal- 


ists to press for alternative jour- 
nalism, which, he noted, is 
nificant at a time when the 
mainstream media is being re- 
pressed, he added. 

“We condemn this kind of re- 
pression among journalists 
and we shall always push for 
campus press freedom," he 
said 

Human rights lawyer Pablito 
Sanidad, who is president of the 
Free Legal Assistance Group 
(FLAG), urged students who as- 
pire to be journalists to press on 
with their dreams. 

Sanidad, also a columnist of 
a community paper here, at- 
tended а candle-lighting cere- 
mony for slain journalists at 
the Baguio Cathedral last 


week 

“I came here to repeat the 
same rituals and wonder how 
many times do we have to do 
this? How many times do we 
have to mourn the killings of 
press people?” Sanidad 
asked. 

He likened the media situa- 
tion today to the martial law 
years when the administration 
of the late strongman Ferdi- 
nand Marcos banned news out- 
fits. 

“However, the flame of 
truth will never die. No 
amount of repression will stop 
our yearning for truth, they 
may kill us today, but tomor- 
row, more of us will come,” he 
said 
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Arainbow appears over the US Military Sealift Command Hospital ship USNS Mercy as itis anchored off the coast of Jolo City on June 8. 
Mercy isa 5-month humanitarian deployment to Asia and the Pacific, working with local doctors providing m 


ical and dental care. 


Mayette Iniguid, a CEGP 
member, said as younger mem- 
bers of the medía community, 
they vowed to continue the 
work of journalists in their 
school. 

Baguio-Benguet Bishop Car- 
lito Cenzon led the ceremony 
and prayer for journalists 
"Despite what is happening, 
let us not be afraid, God is 
with us in this mission," he 
said. 

The National Union of Journal- 
istof the Philippines said 79 jour- 
nalists have been killed since 
1986. Most of them were killed 
during the term of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. Desiree, 
Calusa, PDI Northern Luzon Bu- " 
reau 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Notice is hereby given that HENG DONG T. LIM C/O 
SUPER TRADE ENTERPRISES, with office address at 937 EDSA 
Philam, Quezon City, is the registered owner of KAMA Trademark 
use on air cooled diesel engine, diesel engine generator, diesel 
water pump, manufacturer as per Certificate of Registration 
Number 4-2001-004358 dated May 25, 2006 issued bythe 
Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines. 


All authentic and original KAMA products in the Philippines 
emanate solely from Super Trade Enterprises. KAMA products 
from any other entity are fake, illegal and from a spurious source 
such that the buying public does not receive the high quality only 
authentic KAMA products can deliver. The public is hereby enjoined 
to purchase KAMA products only from Super Trade Enterprises and 
its authorized distributors to ensure quality and service. 


To guaranty authenticity, please also look for the 
“DISTRIBUTED BY SUPER TRADE ENTERPRISES (logo) printed 
on specially designed coloured boxes duly registered with the 
Copyright Office, National Library, Registration No. M2006-295/297 
dated May 4, 2006 and the Super Kama sticker in the engine. 

More importantly, every unit is accompanied by the Super Trade 
Enterprises Warranty Card. 


Warning is thus hereby given to all unscrupulous sellers of 
fake KAMA products that Super Trade Enterprises shall be vigilant 
in the enforcement of its right under the law and shall avail of all 
appropriate legal remedies against those discovered to be 
manufacturing, distributing or selling fake KAMA products. 


Any information regarding the sale of fake and spurious 
KAMA engines may be reported to the above law office at the 
address indicated. 


ATTY. OSCAR F. MARTINEZ 
937 EDSA PHILAM QUEZON CITY 
TEL. NO 929-00-89 


AMPARO LACAY, 
78, of radio station 
dzGS recalls her 
sacrificesasa 
journalist from 1962 
tothe present, 
during a recent 
candle lighting 
activity in General 
Santos City 
protesting the 
killings of journalists. 
AQULES ZOOL 
Pasarapan 


Night high school educates town youth 


By Gerald Gene R. Querubin 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


STA. CRUZ, MARINDUQUE--POVERTY 
is not a hindrance for an individual to 
succeed. Administrators and graduates 
alike of the Night High School Program 
of the Sta. Cruz Institute in this town 
have proven this credo to be true. 

For the past 25 years, the educa- 
tional institution has changed the 
lives of the working youth who have 
availed of the program. 

Some of the graduates who en- 
tered the school as house help, nanny, 
errand boy or storekeeper are now 
schoolteachers. 

Other graduates have become em- 
ployees of companies outside the 
province while others have been mo- 
tivated to become businessmen or en- 
trepreneurs. 

Liwayway Pizarra, 1991 class 
valedictorian, is now administra- 
tor and manager of her own pre- 
school while Gerry Ong, another 
former student of the program, is 
owner of the biggest and most pro- 
ductive water refilling station in 
Sta. Cruz. 

Franco Parrefio credits the formal 
training provided by the school as a 
sound foundation for his current 
work as chair of Barangay Libjo in this 
town. 

Rosario Honorica-Bajado, who 
used to work as a storekeeper in a 
pharmacy when she was stil a night. 
high school student, is now the Grade 
1 adviser and teacher in the elemen- 
tary department of SCI, her alma 
mater. 


“We're glad for the opportunity giv- 
en us by the program,” she said. 

lt was in June 1980 when the late 
lawyer Policarpio Retardo, founder of 
the institute and former municipal 
mayor of this town, introduced and 
offered the only night high school 
program in the province. 

Motivated by a desire to provide 
quality education to the youth, he 
opened the door for the underprivi- 
leged youth to study and finish sec- 
ondary education despite their tight 
financial condition. 

Young people were given the 
chance to study and finish high 
school. 


Secondary education 

Even teenagers who help their 
families by engaging in farming, fish- 
ing or tending to small livelihood ac- 
tivities for their daily subsistence, 
found a chance to complete their sec- 
ondary education, 

These youth work the whole day 
and attend evening classes held Mon- 
days to Saturdays from 5 p.m. to 8:30 
pm. 

Adela Reluya, night high school 
principal of the institute, said 90 per- 
cent of the school's population are 
working students with the remaining 
10 percent helping their parents dur- 
ing daytime to eama living. 

Most of these students pay for their 
own tuition from their earnings while 
the rest are “pa-aral" or those who 
work because their tuition, school 
uniforms and allowances are being 
paid for by their employers. 

“Our night high school is a five- 


year secondary education program 
duly recognized and supported by the 
Department of Education,” said Re- 
luya 

‘Aside from low tuition charged by 
the night school, the students get ad- 
ditional financial support from the 
government through the Educational 
Service Contracting (ESC) program 
of the Financial Assistance for Private 
Edueation of the Department of Edu- 
cation. 

The BSC provides P4,000 annual 
tuition subsidies to qualified students 
who are financially incapable. 


Mission 

SCI president Rachel Pedro said 
the institution will continue to live by 
its mission of producing graduates 
with a “mind, heart and conscience." 

She explained that "in striving for 
excellence in education for a period 
of 55 years now," SCI's thrust is to 
continue to enhance the potential of 
the youth in the province. 

SCI was registered and founded on 
May 12, 1951 as Quezon Memorial 
High School and was renamed Santa 
Cruz Institute in 1965. 

At present it offers preschool, ele- 
mentary, day high school, night high 
school and college education pro- 
grams. 

Courses offered in the college de- 
partment are 2-year Computer Secre- 
tarial, Computer Programming and 
Computer Technician courses and 4- 
year Bachelor of Science in Computer 
Science, Bachelor in Secondary Edu- 
cation and Bachelor of Science in 
Commerce, 
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By Chris V. Panganiban 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


SAN FRANCISCO, AGUSAN DEL 
Sur—Education officials in 
Caraga said many students had 
yet to enroll in the region this 
School year, a week after classes 
began on June 5. 


Isidro Biol Jr., Department 
of Education spokesperson in 
the region, said that as of Fri- 
day, principals in the eight 
school divisions in Caraga had 
reported to field monitoring 
teams that many students 
failed to get their report cards, 
a prerequisite for enrollment. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


Across the NATION 


Many kids fail to enrol in Caraga, DepEd says. 


Although the DepEd had yet 
to collate the total number of 
enrollees this year, Biol ex- 
pressed concern that the de- 
partment’s projected increase 
in enrollment of 3.57 percent 
this school year might not be 
realized. Last school year, 
Caraga had 471,035 elemen- 


tary and high school students. 

Biol said the department 
could not ascertain why many 
students had failed to enroll 
this year. 

Caraga is опе of the coun- 
туз poorest regions, govern- 
ment surveys showed. 

Studies showed that poor 


students were the ones nor- 
mally dropping out of school. 

But Biol said education offi- 
cials were still hoping that 
those who had yet to enroll 
would avail themselves of the 
late enrollment offer from the 
DepEd. 

They have until June 16 to 


catch up, but only transferees, 
and students suffering frome 
sickness could still be accepted” 
at a much later date, it was 
learned. 

Biol said school officials? 
were told to create an enroll 
ment committee for late regis- 
trants. 
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ASCIENCE class demonstration of electronically-aided lecturing/ learning of selected 
students in Cotabato City's Sero Elementary School show off the benefit of modern access to 
knowledge. Thanks to modern technology. 


New technology used to teach 
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English, Math, Science in ARMM 


COTABATO CITY—EDUCATION 
officials said they were hoping 
that added inputs, like electroni- 
cally transmitted teaching refer- 
ences, could help address stu- 
dents’ declining proficiency in 
English and Math. 

A recent survey has indicated 
that the country was facing a set- 
back in the world employment 
market due to the declining profi- 
ciency in written and oral English 
among Filipinos. 

Lorena Daabay, teacher in- 
charge for, the Text2Teach pro- 
gram, said the Education and 
Livelihood Skills Alliance (Elsa) 
will be adding English and Math- 
ematics to the current Media 
Master that she uses to teach her 
Grade 6 science pupils at the Sero 
Elementary School. 

Text2teach uses a system that 
integrates digital satellite broad- 
casting into a device called Media 
Master, into which, learning ma- 
terials in the form of video are 
rectly transmitted and can be 
opened inside the classroom us- 
ing a 36-inch TV screen. 

Te used to be called Bridge IT 
Program and was pioneered in 
2003 by the International Youth 
Foundation (IYF) in collaboration 
with Nokia, Pearson Education 
and the United Nations Develop- 


ment Program Global Support 
System. Elsa, along with corpo- 
rate social arms of big companies 
as well as humanitarian organi- 
zations, brought the technology 
into Mindanao for free. 

Daabay demonstrated Friday 
how fast her Text2reach class can 
absorb a science lesson, for in- 
stance, on the atmosphere and 
pollution, using a 36-inch TV set 
connected to the Media Master, 
instead of the traditional black- 
board. 

It took her only 10 minutes to 
explain the lesson, drawing im- 
pressive responses from many of 
the grade-schoolers. 

Dr. Thomas J. Kral, chief of 
the US Assistance for Interna- 
tional Development Philippine 
Mission's Education Office, said 
his office had partly funded 
some of Elsa's undertakings out 
of its aid program for the coun- 
try, which had ranged annually 
between $600 million to $900 
million. 

Other collaborating groups 
and organizations for the pro- 
gram are the DepEd, Ayala Foun- 
dation, Seamed Infotech, Globe 
Telecom, Tsika Touch Mobile and 
Dream Satellite Nash B. 
Maulana, PDI Mindanao Bu- 
reau 


'"Lumad' festival opens 
in Agusan del Sur today 


SAN FRANCISCO, AGUSAN DEL 
‘Sur—The province formally opens 
the 14th Naliyagan Festival today 
with an array of spectacular events 
crafted to pay homage to the rich 
cultural heritage of the lumad. 

The festival would run for eight 
days. 

"This is one of the grandest affairs 
we ever had,” said Mike Santos, 
provincial tourism officer. 

Santos, who is also festival pro- 
gram director, said the provincial 
government spent P4 million for this 
years festivities. 

He said the eight-day affair 
will have “priceless returns.” 

Already, organizers are keeping 
their fingers crossed that more visi- 
tors and tourists will flock to this 
years festivities, which will be held 
at the Naliyagan Plaza grounds, 

Gov. Adolph Edward Plaza said 
the rich culture of the Manobo and 
other lumad tribes in the province are 
so priceless that officials did not mind 
spending millions for the festival. 

He said the rich cultural heritage 
will be depicted through the colorful 
tribal street dancing, an ethnic.in- 
spired beauty pageant called Bai 
Naliyagan 2006, the indigenous 
peoples summit and a showcase of 
the best local products. 

Plaza said this years festival car- 
Ties the theme "Lifting Productivity" 
since they were still aiming to make 
the province a major producer of 
agricultural products in Mindanao. 

"We still aim to become a food 
basket in Mindanao,” Plaza said. 


Aside from the ethnic-inspired 
activities, visitors would also be 
treated to the 1st Naliyagan Tim- 
ber Challenge, where workers of 
logging companies and small- 
scale loggers, will try to edge 
each other out to become the 
fastest in cutting and carrying 
logs. 

Another event to watch is the 
Binaga Festival, which features 
the simultaneous grilling of mud- 
fish called haluan and tilapia. It 
will be participated in by govern- 
ment employees and those from 
the private sector. 

Provincial agricultural officer 
Max Gegato said some 2,000 ki- 
Jos of haluan and tilapia from the 
Agusan River will be grilled dur- 
ing the Binaga Festival, which is 
also aimed at the Guinness Book 
of World Records. 

Gegato said they were also 
preparing for the agri-industrial 
fair, which features a search for 
the biggest vegetables. 

Some 2,000 lumad will later 
converge at a summit, which 
would be spearheaded by the Na- 
tional Commission on Indigenous 
Peoples. 

The summit, to be held at the 
D.O. Plaza Memorial Sports Com- 
plex, would tackle the status of 
their ancestral domain claims. 

Tribal leaders in the province 
have been complaining that logging 
companies intrude into their ances- 
tral domain. Chris X Panganiban, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau. 
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Course Dates: July/ Nov 2006. 
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Call Now! 

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION SPECIALISTS 
2F Trafalgar Plaza, 105 H.V. De la Costa St, 
Salcedo Village, Makati City 
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Max’s Restaurant, Olongapo-Gapan Road B 
San Fernando City, Pampanga 
July 15, 2006 — Saturday, 1:00 PM 
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18-28 - Vacant Lot 
LA 453вуп. 


paymeniten® Sasa. 
[ — BULACAN | j 3 We Bid Pica: P 574,000 


BULL-20- 2-Strey House & Lot 1522. Vacant Lot 15-4-29- Vacant Lot 
Абва. FA 45до BULV-13- Vacant Lot LA зблгат, LA diam 
Sao Marcos, Стр, Bulacan FESS NEM -Vacant Lot BATV:2 -Vacant Lot Mun. Ra. Near Luna St, Poblacion, DD. Pai road cor. Espiritu st, Pail, 
2loy residential ола Sta. Lucia, Son Miguel, Bulacan rey [o Ronas Santiago ciy 
din Bd Price: P 3,780. acant agicutual ot Bantug Norte, Cabanatuan Cay Savang Morong, Bataan аса residental ot vacan residential iot 
Min. Bid Price: P 1,343,000 vacant resdental ot аА тезден оз Wi Bid Price: P 315000 Win: Bid Price: P 358,000 
BUL-L21 - Fabrication Sto Nin. Bid Price: P 82,000 Mi Be Pree: P 272000 
ТАТ бонат FA 2.76080 BULV-14 -Vacant Lot 15-V-9-Vecant Lot 15:7-90 -Vacant Lot 
Seq Marcos. Compl, Bulacan ТАЗ senem NEN-S -Vacant Lot BATA3- Vacant Lot LA 2.350sam LA dásenm 
ant tandiocres) Sla Lucia San Miguel, Bulacan бнт i Aure, Isabela Poti road cor. Esp st, Pail 
"fin. Bid Price: P 3,068,000 vacant resident! it Bantug. Cabanatuan Сау 1 1 i vacant reedenta ils Santiago cy H 
Min. Bid Price: P 382,000 acari ressentait Min. Bid Price: P 804,000 acari residential t 
BUL-L22- House & Lot Min. Bid Price: P 246.000 Mice Pico: 387,000 
ТАТА: FA 22tenm. = Min. Bid Price: P 252.000 1S-V-4- Vacant Lot 
Malo Matanda Pandi, Bulacan ТАЗ Ова NEV- - Vacant Lot : ст ISV31 - Vacant Lot 
lovey resideniiai house ы Lucia San Miguel, Bulacan ТА 300eqm DERSE CAGAYAMTS Bo Sta Kia, Bagong Linis, Ашо, LAÁtZsqm 
fain Bla Price: P 57200 vacant resdental O 12 Bš Magsaysay Pork, Kati Sur moa Ramos, antago Cay 
Min: Bid Price: P 690,000 Cabanatuan Cay CAGA- - Warehouse таса residential iots асап resiental ot 
BUL-L-23 - House & Lot Садовое vacant iot ч Min id Price: P 360,000, Min: Bid Price: P 170,000 
LA een FA 19250m BUL-Y-16- Vacant Lot Nin. id Price: P 294000 x 
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Meycauayan, Bulacan: 2-sloroy Lê 1 Cagayan Valey Road. Makinabang aretouse ТА tater i) S25192qm 
тазаа house Башда. Buscan. pogery Min. Bid Price: P 2,000,000 Соо. Aica, sabeis PARKAV-1 - Vacant Lot 
Min. id Price: P 1,387,000 Min. Bia Prica: P 1.200.000 1685, Magsaysay Park, Kai Sur trated ice iona. TA зат 
Cabanatuan Cay CAGI-2- House & Lot tan. Bid Price: P 650,000, LAT Bloc 13 Partridge Estates 
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LA брзог FA 251зат + LA 25080m Min. Bid Price: Р 294,000 ias road. Cartan Sur Tuguegarao Gly 15-V-7- Vacant Lot Min. Bid Price: P 602,100 
Bo, cod. Meycauayan. Bulacan Phasa 1. Northfield Exec Vilage, pem MEX 
roov resena house Longos. Matos, bacon ementi  NE-V-8 -Vacant Lot Wis bid Price: P 4282.000 ino at Aica, isabela PARICAV-2 - Vacant Lot 
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Saena Suck Boy Saiuysoy, Meycaua- La Rosa SE , Sio. Cito Balag, Bulacan Min. Bid Price: P 234,000 an warehouse, 8086 (3 ots) LA Seesam 
Yan. Bulacan: Zaioreyfesténtalhouse vacant iot Min. Bd Price: P 1050000 po PARICAV-3 - Vacant Lot 
kin. Bia Price: P 2,617,000 Min. Bid Price: P 4,980,000 NEW.9- Vacant Lot КЕЛ ТА Sessa 
ne Um CAGLA- HEL. Warehouse Nin: id Pree: P 350,000 LOL Bock 13 Partridge Estates 
BULL-2 - 1-Storey House & Lot PAMPANGA a 1485. Magsaysay Park, Kath Sur А 3.049sam; FA 1.7 3m Restdental vacant it 
LA бодат FA 1.0025am Cabanatuan Cay Хар. Tuso, Cagayan 18-10 - Vacant Lot Nin. Bid Price: P 547500 
Catan. San пава, Bulacan SAN FERNANDO CITY ‘eadertalcontercal vacant lot ni warehouse, récent house LA apos 
tory residential nouse Min Bid Price: Р 243,000 Win. id Price: P 329.000 Bagong Cris, Aurora, isabela PARK-AV-4 - Vacant Lot 
Nin. Id Price: P 658,000 PANLS- House & Lot acan тездеп ot A asam 
LA 300sqm: FA S00sam NEV-10 -Vacant Lot CAGAS - Warehouse Mi Bid Price: P 288,000 LAS Book 13 Partridge Estates 
ВИА 27 - Poultry #97 Quebawon. LA 23089m: FA 23080m СА Обу: FA 30беуп Residential vacant ot 
ТАБ! Sategm, РА 3 240enm. i bedo тавсеа bungalow Leo orca Homeste, ОЗ Garcia, Madaaruay. Solana, Cagayan 18:7-1] - Vacant Lot Nin. Bid Price: P 641,250 
Bo. Lambakin, Sen Niguel Bulacan Міт. Bid Price: P 906,000, Catarain Cay татарла ry 
Zu of pour nouses: восита lot таса resentas lot Vin. Gia Price: P 240,000 Toguegarao. Echague, sabeis PARK-AV-5- Vacant Lot 
din. Bid Price: P 3,506.00 PAMLL-4- House & Lot Min d Price: P 431,00 vacant resdantal ot TA a0asam 
Р Сабз РА бод CAGLS- House & Lot Min. Bid Price; P 50,00 Lot Bock 13 Parke Estates 
ВДА. 28 - Warehouse. Gama Si. Sen Pedro Cutud NEN-11 -Vacant Lot TA 2.897 Sem. FA 130sam Rescontal vacant 
_skasidoosam: РА Babao зау ston rousa later ragem -sii  Gusing. Gataran 18-12 Vacant Lot Min. Bid Price: P 606,000 
Bogosgun, Sia. Mane, Bulacan fin, Bla Price: P 612.000 ‘Nong Mareno St, Poblacion’ Sore) етеги Nag обат 
warthouseresidenta beg Cabsnatuan Cty iin. Gi Price: P 615,00 Bantug. Roxas, Isabela PARK-AV.S - Vacant Lot 
Win: Bid Price: P 9,228,000 PANS - Bulking Nacanteormerca il а астап [x 
ГА Brosom: РА 1 LOsom Win. Bid Price: P 8,640,000 STE Min Bid Price: P 1,700,000 LÀ S Block 13 Parkridgo Estates 
BULL-29 - Warehouse ‘Nong Morus Fighway. Dolores Residential vacan ot 
ТА ЧО Z28sqm FA 10 220anm NASA commercia baking omens ISL-1 - Warehouse 18-13 - Vacant Lot Min. Bis Price P 598,500 
atonal Ra. Bang, San Niguel in. B Price: P 16,000,000 VA E Steam FA 5099 ТА tdeo. 
Bulacan. 2-siorey кабета Big. & NEL-1 = Warehouse ТР Fazal Ave. Bugaton, Ramon nonai Ag weay, Bantug, Roxas, Isabela  PARK-AV-7 -Vacant Lot 
warehouse PANAY - Vacant Lot VA Базат FA 1.41бзул. pcm Vacant restent ot Сатет 
Win. Bid Price: P 6954000 TA товду Noveral way, San Marano, Sia. поза Min Bid Price: P 1,554,000 Min Bia Price: P 1,200,000 LOLS Bock 13 arki Estates 
БАА 2 дула warehouse bag Rescontal vacanti 
BULL3D - Warehouse vacant resident lot iain Bid Price: P 8157.00 5.2. House & Lot IS-44- Vacant Lot Min. Bid Price: P 642,600 
LA fé 324sam Win. Bi Price: P 871,000 TA S 2005o: FA Sage ү 
1913187 Makinabang, Baliuag, Bulacan NELS- Warehouse amaya st logan Bantug. Roxas. isabeia PARICAV-8 -Vacant Lot 
Varehouseliogery omens LA tsm, FA Basam боле & ot w warehouse aca ressenti ot os) ТА Ф0ўзат 
Hin. i Price: P 7,925,000 Re Sawador st, Poblacion. Guimba Min. id Price: P 2,700,000 Win. Bi Price: P 500,00 Lot 11 Bock 13 Parkridgo Estates 
PAMLL-2 - House & Lot ‘harenouse bukang Кездеп vacant it 
BULL! - House & Lot LÀ Tete. FA torsam Win. Gi Price: P $23,000 181-3 - Warehouse 184-15- Vacant Lot in. Bid Price: 610,50 
LA sasam: FA oteeam Poblacion. Мазала TA TARISqm FA 227em Субот 
Big, Norzagaray. Bulacan Stroy eecental bog NE-L7 -Apartment Concepcion si Roxas Ost, Negutlon Aurora, Andia Isabela PARKAVA - Vacant Lot 
Da detached restos bungalow Min: Bid Prica: P 320,000 LA бнт FA аат Tessera ы чип house & warehouse Vacant agreattural ot VA atium 
Wi Bid Price: P 1100000 Shasta Subd, Aba 1st тотоу Min. bia Price: P 188,000 LOL 12 Glock 13 Pari Estates 
PAMNV-1 - Vacant Lot San Jose Cty in Bid Price: P 3,000,000 Residential vacant lt 
BULS2 - House & Lot TAS stieg occ 2-siorey spanment IS-16- Vacant Lot in. Bid Price: P 619,500 
TA Tasa: FA Stan Son каше А Prado, Lubao Min: Bid Price: 3932.00 184-4 HAL, Warehouse by 
Sig, Norzagaray, Bulacan, 33 agromaustra vacant ios ла САР буп. FA 220664 Sen Fermin, Cauayan Cy PARK-AV-10 - Vacant Lot 
eyê ela e restora! bungalow. Min Bid Price: P 2041000 z Солто Cabagan, vacant esent iet уе 
Wi. Bid Price: P 590,000 Mo adonedios. Improved by a Win. Bid Price: P 212,000 10113 Block 13 Parego Estates 
PAMA.2- Vacant Lot TARLA - Bukang пода bg sod a warehouse Residential vacant it 
BULL33 - House 8 Lot LA 25 Osa LA ZETA: FA 287250 Win. Bid Price: P 2.240.000 1517 Vacant Lot Min, Bid Price: P 568,350 
LA sedsa: РА бгл Бал Rafael А Prado, Lubao Ramos rd. Bae, Pura, Tarac V aotem 
Dona Caping Subd. gnaya. Platdel — vacantagrundusial lol ‘Vator reacental putang 15.5. Howse & Lot San Perm, Cauayan Ciy PARICAV-A - Vacant Lot 
Sugar je rendent bungalow Min. Bid Price: P 1,478,000 Nin. Bla Price: P 475,000 ТАТ Эбул. FA Tum таса! resent ot TA d visom. 
Min. Bd Pria: P 677,000 Tencroschea by NA) le, Echague Win. Bid Price: P 214,000 Lol 14 Glock 13 Parkridgo Estates 
Po menz” "AE apu ype aang Residential vacant ot 
BULL-94- House & Lot LAS em РА Sm e Min eid Price: P 501,000, 1S-V-18- Vacant Lot Mi. Bid Price: P 621,000 
LA sedsa FA 260eam CABANATUAN CITY Соза Gardens, Бо San Roque, абас Соат 
Barapa cor. Agoho St, Town & County fame wi 151.6 -House & Lot Nasonal нау, Poblacion, Cauayan  PARK-AV-12 -Vacant Lot 
Ronn Execut Vilage: Mariao, Bulacan NE-L-2-House & Lot Min. bid Price: P 1,300,000 IN basa, FA 1206som Sty taaiseam 
Spit level resena house ee Pozen su Son emo Cauayan Chy vavant residential lot Ll 15 Bock 13 Parkrdge Estatos 
Min. Bid Price: P 9,742,000 12 BS Mogeoysay Park, кае Sur, ТААЗ. House 8 Lot тердесе nouse Mi Bid Price: P 1,560,000 Residenti vacant ot 
Cabanatuan Cay LA S Aou FA SA63sam Mins Bid Price: P 704,000, Mi. Bid Price: P 565,650 
BUL-L-36 - HEL, Warehouse ‘storey resent buiding Boy. bag Талас Cty 3 parcels of ГОТИТЕ 
DA iá aasam: PA 148884 Min Bla Price: P 393,000 nh bungalonwarshouse, 1547 —Warehouse LA Sabe. PARKAY-13- Vacant Lot 
тарата. Guguino, Bulacan: mgroved Nin, Bid Price: P 2,500,000 LA 7bosqm, FA 2740m Маната Highway, Poblacion, Cauayan... LA414 Seam 
uan various logs nem warenouse ^ NEA: - Apariment Menant. Cauayan Cay oy LOL 16 Bock 19 Pardo Estates 
Min. Bid Price? P 82,523,008 ТА aite. FA sosom TARLA - Commercial Buling thes уре warehouse Vaani residential lot Козо vacant bt 
1285. Mansanas st. Vila Bonta Subd. LATA0Saqm FA 1 40Seqm Min. Bia Price: P 5,625,000 Win. Bid Prica: P 1584000 Min. Bd Price: P 624,750 
BULL36 - HEL, Warehouse Caboratuan Cay SRT Bog Mi Del Piar 8 cor. arto 
TA T4 T2Geqe. FA 1472880 E door 2-siorey apariment 3 Tara Cay. 3 storey commercial О. 15:20 Vacant Lot PARICAN-14 - Vacant Lot 
Sis isabel Malolos. Bulacan in. Bid Price: P 3,497,000 Mi. Bi Price: P 34 27.000 1 LA OOo Сдала 
warehouse А resident Daga Mnane N Cauayan City LOL 17 Bock 13 Pape Estates 
Min. Gid Price: P 25,000,000 NEL - House & Lot TARLS- Apartment Tesdenualagn it Кешеп vacant t 
TA Z341 temm, FA 22.0259 ТАТ АОН, FA 104sam Mis Bia Price: P 6,750,000 Win. Bid Price: P 2,754,000, Min Bia Price: P 618,000 
BULL37 ~2-Storey House & Lot AGL Hegnt Кама Sur La ма Homes, Calo Luanda, San 
LA aasam: FA Tasa Cabanatuan cay Sebestan, талас Сау 1819 Poly 154.21 - Vacant lot PARKAY-1S- Vacant Lot 
‘Nong Gen. Also Ave, Parulan, Plaridel 254 parco ofits house and iot) Тї соо storey apariment, ТА? Лтд. FA 7.77259 ТА 0e CAa08eam 
Реч iain Bia Price P 26,002,000 Min. Bid Price: P 5572000 Morse i, Cauayan Cay Nongrungad, Cauayan Cy LA 18 Bock 13 Patvidgo Estates 
inn. Bd Price: P 3,608,000 poe Residential vacant ol 
NE-LS- House & Lot a J Min. Bid Price: P 7,150,000 Min. Bia Price; P 609,000 
BULL-39 - Warehouse. TA 203s РА 10980m 
ТАХ Тават, FA Osea 182 Avocado ы, Уйа Bonita Subd. 184,10 Poutry Farm 15-V.22- Vacant Lot PARK-AV-16- Vacant Lot 
Kong Natonai Road, Matmbubong  Cabanaiuan Giy AA LA tos уте 
San болео, Bulacan warehouse biag З bedroom rescentol bungalow Бассак Sanago Cy pouty farm Бо Road, San Fermin, Cauayan Ciy Lol 19 Block 13 Parkridgo Estates 
Min. id Price: P 36,400,000, iin. id Price: P 626,000 man pouty houses, warehouse, оса. vacant гезеті, Rescental vacant ot 
Win. id Price: 5004000 Min. Bid Price: P 825,000 Nin. Did Price: P 601200 


BL 1-30 - warehouse NE-LB- Comes) E 

DA дат EA Озуп Vine. FA Steam Bo. San Roque, La Paz, Tate IS House & Lot i522 - Vacant Lot PARICAV-T - Vacant Lot 

MAR ЕА ГОО bong, San  AbagSetcameSt Cabanatuan Ciy 3 parcais of agri os ТА iesu FA Азат ry Diin 

ооа поа 2 warehouse Boga соттаса! Boy inn bid Price: P 1.842.000 Ns Vt Бы адасу Arpon Roed San Fermin, Cauayan 1920 Bock 13 Paikridgo Estos 

Er Wi Bid Price: P 335000 Frores wih depute ouse aram escent ot Rasonar vacant iot 

it Bid Price: P 6200000 EERE BATAAN. nia Price: P 679.000 Bin Bid Price: 800,000 Min, Bid Price: P 837,500 
"— 

BUL-V-10-Vacan Lot ерау аю BAT-L2- House & Lot 194-18 — Warehouse 154 Vacant Lot PARICAV-18- Vacant Lot 

PERA MAS Mime way Bo. Bomardo, ГА Tiasa: FA sam Ex oiam Р ат EE Cosa 

Соогу Sb Tabang. Guiguinto  Capsnatvan Cay Bot Ato, Mama Bataan Bo. болоп, Napipunin, Qulino Mosi t Cauayan Ci LOIS! Bick 13 Patridge Estates 

Bulacan vacan reser ot == Spa ecel tungaw ‘ory warehouse Tacan тонда (ts) Mascota vacant iot 

tin. Bia Price: P 17600 Wir: Bid Price: P 62443000 iin. Sid Prce: P 1,841,000 in: Brice: P Goa 000 Kin Bid Pic. P 991.000 Win Bid Price: P 613,500 


BULW-11 - Vacant Lot NEA - Vacant Lot a 1S-L-19- HEL. Warehouse 15:7-28 - Vacant Lot PARK-AV-19 - Vacant Lot 

LA 3 000sqm. LA ST0sqm. п LA Sasam; FA 361sqm LA 18050m LA 465eqm 

Sio Nino road, Bunsuran, Pandi. Bulacan Кай Sur. Cabanatuan City sinc 1. San Manu, Isabola Vatey Homes, Рам, Santiago Ciy Lot 22 Block 13 Parksidgo Estates 
vacant residential ot Vacant resent! ot - storey rosdonhal wi warehouse. vacant residential lot Residential vacant lot 

Min. Bid Price: P 1,800,000 Min. Bid Price: P 97,000 Min. Bid Price: P 1,050,000 Nin. Bid Price: P 135,000 Min. Bid Price: P 697,500 


BULI-12 - Vacant Lo} NE-V.2 - Vacant Lot BAT-V-1 - Vacant Lot 18-1. Vacant Lot 15:7-27 - Vacant Lot PARICAV-20 - Vacant Lot 

LA 20447sqn ТА З7бват LA 1.039sqm, LÀ 24.88teqm LA 18080m А LA 403am 

Во. Matcoc, Norzagaray, Bulacan Кай Sur, Cabanatuan City Ibabao, Morong. Bataan Bay Ra. Arabat. Echague, isabela Vatoy Homes, Рам, Santiago Gly Lot 23 Block 13 Parkridge Estates 
vacant agncutura! ot (landiocked] Vacant тездеп ot vacant rescental lots од! land wah mgrovemerts (по valvo) хасап residential iot Residential vacant iot, 

Min. Bid Prico: Р 1,950,000 Min. Bid Price: P 98,000 Min. Bid Price: P 582,000 Min. Bid Price: P 200,000. Min. Bid Price: P 135,000 Min. Bid Price: P 604,500. 


a CALL NOW! MONDAY TO SUNDAY 
| THE PROPERTY san Ah cra Tasna tome Белен а нап 5 ono No- банын s 
| FORUM PHILS. lataan: TEXT (092) 672.2008 Bulacan: TEXT (0927) 33-3783 Gagayan Yay, ё naban (O27) 7984340 
! All properties for salo aro on an "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS" * Prices may be changed and properties withdrawn without prior notice 
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Kin of victims in Masbate sea 


tragedy seek compensation 


LEGAZPI CITY—"WE SPENT AL- penses for the wake and burial of forgotten obligations,” Annabelle some claimed they could not af- 
most P40,000 for the wake of my her father. said. ford to lodge somewhere else till 
father. The coffin cost P35,000. “The P50,000 was all they want- The Inquirer tried to get the side the storm was over" Madarang 
They said they would shoulder all ей to give even if my father was an of Ramos, being the representative said, 
the expenses but they only gave employee of their company. They of Lobrigo in the postponed hear- Тһе Philippine Coast Guard in 
us P13,000,” Annabelle Mag- also hadn't been releasing money ing, but he refused to be inter- Masbate City has filed a criminal 
daraog told the Inquirer in а то. for my fathers SSS [account viewed, saying they did not have case of gross negligence resulting 
bile phone interview. Annabelle complained. the time as they were catching up in multiple homicide against 
‘Annabelle is among relatives of 151. owner Nestor Lobrigo and the last boat trip to Masbate City... Enepequis. 
victims of the M/B Mae Ann boat captain Rudy Enepequis were Marina regional director Lucita Madarang said Enepequis was 
tragedy, which cost the lives of 27 absent during the hearing sched- Madarang said if the principal re- directly accountable for the pas- 
passengers at the height of ty- uled by the Maritime Industry Au- spondents still failed to appear in  sengers safety in the freak acci- 
phoon Caloy, who are now in the thority at the Marina regional of- the next hearing on June 23, they dent. 
dark on how to claim compensa- fice at 2 p.m. on June 6 prompting would basetheirjudgmenton their “If Enepequis is proved to be 
tion from the boats owner, the Lo- the office to reset it to June 23. ‘own assessment of the case. guilty of negligence of duty, we will. 
brigo Shipping Lines (LSL). Nelson Ramos, Lobrigo's legal The hearing could have been a cancel his boat captain license and 
‘Annabelle isthe eldest daughter counsel, said his client failed to ap- venue to clarify the contradicting the franchise of the Lobrigo Ship- 
of Wilfredo Magdaraog, the in- pear inthe hearing because he was sworn statements submitted earli- ping Lines,” she said. 
spector of the boat Mae Ann 5 under medication in Manila due to ег by the survivors and the boat The Mae Ann 5 sank near the 
which sank less than a mile away hypertension, which, he said, was captain. shore when it was being maneu- 
from the Masbate port at Barangay caused by the stress brought about Madarang said the survivors vered away from the M/B Morifan 
Kinamaligan at 2:30 a.m. on Мау Бу the Mae Ann's sinking. claimed in their sworn statements Madarang said initial findings 
12 atthe height of Typhoon Caloy  — However Annabelle said there- thatthe boat captain did not advise also showed that many passengers 
Le. Edgar Boado, station com- al reason for Lobrigo's absence was them not to sleep inside the boat died because they were trapped in- 
mander of the Philippine Coast that he wanted to escape responsi- during the storm. side the capsized boat, whose exits 
Guard in Masbate, said the boat hit bilities. Enepequis, on the other hand, меге closed because of the storm. 
a motorized banca as it was about “He was just pretending to be claimed that the passengers did ‘Some of the passengers were al- 
to pull back and was engulfed by sick and he could not be in Manila not listen when he told them notto so sleeping when the accident hap- 
big waves. for medication because yesterday sleep inside the boat because it was pened, which might have caused | FLAGLETS 
‘Anabelle added that the LSL he was here in Pilar Sorsogon risky. them to panic when they woke цр | Instead of being in school, this young vendor walks the streets of 
mánagement promised them (where Lobrigo is a councilor). He Не said some of the passengers submerged in sea waters, Ephraim | Quirino Ave., in Davao City selling flaglets in time for the 
50,000, setting aside its first really just didn’t want to face peo- did not want to leave the boat for Aguilar, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- | celebration of Independence Day today. 
promise to shoulder all their ex. ple who might remind him of his fear of losing their paid seats, while reau ‘ING GONZALES /PDIMINDANAG BUREAU 


«xm Court blocks Bugkalot vice mayor's suspension 


CRIT OF MONE NES 


e Ur 
» CA ri is ШАШ. BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZ- mended the suspension, was “de-  Pasigian described the charges pension order. 
энд L caya—A local court on June 5  liberately' not dated. and the suspension order as "politi. Місе Gov. Jose Gambito said the 

blocked the suspension imposed The provincial board, in a reso- cal harassment." writ of injunction had "no basis in 

by the provincial board on the lution, suspended Pasigian for six The suspension, Pasigian said, fact [and] inlaw" 

vice mayor of Alfonso Castañeda months as penalty for charges of was meant to prevent him from ex- Gambito, the board's presiding 

town. abuse of authority, after he presid- posing the alleged plunder of the officer, said Pasigian might be 
Judge Femando Flor of the re- ей over a special session supposed- town’s funds, which were derived "barking up the wrong tree" in 

gional trial court branch 28 here ly without prior notice to other from the real property tax pay- blaming the board for not recalling 

‘ordered the Department of ће In- members of the town council. ments of the Casecnan Multi-Pur- Фе suspension order. 

terior and Local Government to Ina subsequent hearing, it was pose Irrigation and Power Project, "We have already lost jurisdic- 

implement his ruling preventing revealed that the resolution was amounting to about P110.6 mil- tion over the case after [the sus- 

the six-month suspension of Vice promulgated on Feb. 8, from which lion. pension order] was implemented. 

Mayor Jerry Pasigian, a tribal lead- the period within which Pasigian DILG provincial director Dr, Luis We have no power to force the gov- 

er of the Bugkalot. could appeal the decision was tobe Danao said he would serve the eror to implement the order; nei- 
Flor issued the injunction order counted. court order in Alfonso Castañeda ther do we have the power to have 

after the court ruled that the "The court is of the belief that ала supervise the reinstatement of _ it recalled," he said. 

provincial board did not follow due the non-dating of the decision and Pasigian on June 7. "The court orders us to desist 

process in meting out the penalty its promulgation on Feb. 8, 2006, “ Pasigian, through his law" from acting on the case, which is” 

against Pasigian. was meant to railroad the decision Virgil Castro, assailed the supposed ‘what we are doing," Gambito said. 
‘The judge said the original copy against (Pasigian] for him to lose refusal of the members of the Melvin Gascon, PDI Northern Lu- 

of the resolution, which recom- the right to appeal," the court said. provincial board to recall the sus- zon Bureau 


Robbers kill 78-year-old Briton in Davao City 


i DAVAO CITY—A 78-YEAR-OLD Talomo Police station chief, said sleep when he heard a noise who heard the commotion man- 

; NAP TIME British national was stabbed to one of the-suspects, identified as around 3 a.m. He then went out to aged to identify them. 

{ Aman falls asleep at the foot of death in Catalunan Grande here Jonathan Dinglasa, had been ar- checkit. Dinglasa is now in jail, and faces 

; the Cathedral stairs in Baguio by two robbers who entered his rested shortly after the incident. He said he saw two men, who charges for robbery with homicide. 

| City. TogrsoaesnorpisaGuocT , Fre Napa house on Saturday, the police Baccay said based on investiga- had entered the house. “The other suspect was still being 

d : said. tion, they learned that Derick Keith After stabbing the victim, the hunted down. Dennis Jay Santos, 
Chief Insp. Matthew Baceay, Whitehouse was aroused from suspects fled but the victim's wife, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Freedom to Go Places 


z 
Esker ba and get transported into a world that is incredibly froe! 
With its cco-(endy emissions, your environment is free from ан pollution. Plus, with ts Automatic Headight On (AHO) 
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Top NPA leader in Leyte nabbed: 


By Joey A. Gabieta was captured by soldiers," Ramos опе Marcelo Laresma in Baran- provincial coordinator of the mil- =. 
PDI Visayas Bureau said as the handcuffed rebel lead- gay Lungsod Daan, Padre Burgos itant group Anak Bayan. “This on- 2. 
er stood behind him with two uni- town in Southern Leyte. ly proves that mi 
TACLOBAN CITY—THE TOP formed soldiers. The arresting team, led by Col. supporting and giving comfort to 
commander of a New Peoples Also present during the media George Gaston, learned of Rolu- the enemies,” he claimed. 
‘Army unit operating in Southern presentation was Col. Mario nas presence in the area from  Laresma was said to be not 
Leyte and western part of Leyte Lacurom, head of the 43rd IB some residents, Ramos said. around when the soldiers arrest- 
was captured by members of the based in Barangay Hibud-Hibud, Lungsod Daan is located within ed Roluna. 
Army's 43rd Infantry Battalion Sogod, Southern Leyte. the town proper. Roluna faces a string of multi- : 
last week, the military an- Ramos claimed that Roluna Тһе soldiers made the arrest ple murder and rebellion 
nounced Saturday. was the commander of the “Eve- after they ascertained that Rolu- charges. A warrants for his arrest 
Glecerio Roluna, 43, was pre- lyn Dublin Terrorist Command,” па was same person listed in the had been issued by Judge Absa- 
sent to local journalists by Maj. which operates in Southern military's Order of Battle, Ramos lom Fulache of the Leyte Regional 
Gen. Bonifacio Ramos, com- Leyte and the western part of said. Trial Court Branch 14 based in 
manding officer of the 8th In- Leyte. Roluna did not resist arrest. Baybay Leyte, on March 10, 
fantry Division based in Catbalo- Не was also allegedly а mem- Taken from him was a laptop 2003. 
gan, Samar, at the Army's liaison ber ofthe Communist Party ofthe computer containing "valuable  Roluna has been detained at 
office in Barangay San Jose, this Philippines (CPP) Regional Party information” about his group, the the Army's liaison office here. Не 
чу. Command. military said. will be presented before Fu- 
"Thisisamajorblowtotheen- Roluna was arrested on June 4 Ramos said the owner of е lache's court on Tuesday, Ramos 
emy as по less than a top official at around 7 a.m. in the house of house was identified to be the said. 


Human rights group scores arrests of 6 in Quezon. 


LUCENA CITY--A MILITANT HU- dance with the law. It's now upto Оп Thursday, government intense questioning, they were 
man rights watchdog has de- thecourtto decide. Beneath their troops discovered an NPA train- ordered to load the dead body of 
nounced the alleged arbitrary аг. innocent youths and farmer ing camp at the boundary of asoldierand several backpacks in 
rest of six persons, three of them looks, they are actually menacing Lopez and Guinyangan towns. the cart. But when they arrived at 
minors, on suspicion of being terrorists, Broso said. They also found sacks of rice the military camp, the four were 
New People's Army rebels, during Сагі said Paro, Imperial and and other food provisions, and again subjected to further intense 
military operations in the hinter- Torres had been detained at the rebel documents and personal interrogation,” Cuario said. 
> land villages of Lopez town in provincial jail here since Sar. belongings, —. She died the suspects hod er 
Quezon province. day. Since Wednesday, two Army  perienced various forms of mental 
WOUNDED — See Doris Cuario, chair of Kara: The three minors have been sergeants have been killed and harassment and bodily harm in the 
—— eh are side aso) patan-Southern Tagalog, identi- placed in the custody of religious two others have been wounded in custody of their captors, 
Camp Panacan in Davao City after Friday's clash between Bed those arrested as Nonilon leaders and their parents in Lopez. а running gun battle with NPA Cuario said the soldiers prevent- 
government troops and New People's Army rebels in Barangay | paro, Fernando Torres, Herbert. The six have been charged rebels in the mountain villages of ed the fact-finding and relief mis- 
Matupi, Talaingod, Davao del Norte, Two rebels were captured. | imperial and three 15-year-old with murder, frustrated murder Lopez. It was not known if the sions of Karapatan and several 
ins, all of the remote villages and rebellion before the Regional communist rebels had suffered non-government groups from pro- 
‘Trial Court in Gumaca town. casualties. ceeding to Pisipis and Villa Espina. 


Army men vow to protect à "The innocent civilians were Cuario said Paro and Torres — "The military men are conduct- 


all illegally arrested and accused were arrested separately on ing food blockade in the area. They, 

spokesperson of the military's as members of the NPA after the Wednesday while Imperial and аге also forcing the residents to re- 

Agta folk from loggers Southern Luzon Command based military suffered losses in the the minors were taken while on _ main inside the hamlet (military 
in Camp Nakar here, refuted running encounter with commu- their way home from the farm in designated) area,” Cuario said. 
Karapatan's allegations. nist guerrillas,” Cuario said in an а carabao-drawn cart that same Broso dismissed Karapatan's 

LUCENA CITY—THE SOUTHERN al Anti-Environmental Crime “The arrests and eventual fil- interview from Lopez, where she day. accusations as all “rehashed." 

Luzon Command (Solcom) has Task Force (Naectaf) while about ing of criminal Charges against was leading a Karapatan fact- "They were accosted by the Delfin Mallari Jr., PDI Southern. 

‘vowed to protect the Agta tribe in to exit in Tanay from the Sierra the suspects were all in accor- finding team. military. After subjecting them to Luson Bureau 

Sierra Madre from harassment Madre. 

and death threats by ilegal log- — Perez said he received the re- 


gers. port from Nilo Tamoria, director Village 


"Тез our duty to secure and for special concerns at the РЕМА 


P's Fist Choice 


holders from the harassment of Naectaf. 
environmental terrorists,” said Earlier, task force personnel y+ А 
Solcom spokesperson Мај. Jose seized about 10,500 board feet killed in 
Broso. of undocumented hardwood 

Army troops assigned in Real, lumber from residents of the attack 


Infanta, General Nakar towns in, „mountain village of Daraitan in, ۴ pro : Hb ыры 
Quezon and in Tanay, Rizal have “Tanay. Tu 


protect all Sierra Madre stake- central office and an official of guard ^ m Watches 


fee ~1 2004 Platinum ewte) 
MIDSAYAP NORTH d 1999-2003 Gold 
Cotabato—Suspected 
Moro rouge rebels at- 
tacked a paramilitary 
‘outpost here on June 
4, killing one village 
defender 

Local police chief 
Supt. Chino Mambu- 
ram said Komo Adam 
Dauba was killed 
when 10 armed men 
stormed a Civilian 
Volunteer Organiza- 
tion (CVO) base in 
Barangay Mudsing at 
around 7 p.m. 

Dauba's comrades 


been ordered to provide security Environment Undersecretary 
and protection to Sierra Madre Roy Kyamko, Naectaf deputy 
settlers, he said. head, warned that РЕМА person- 
Solcom chief Lt. Gen. Pedro nel manning the checkpoints 
Cabuay Jr. also urged soldiers on along a road connecting the 
patrol to be vigilant in monitor- barangay to the main road in 
ing illegal logging operations, Tanay would have a lot of ex- 
Broso added. plaining to do for their failure to 
Illegal logging in Sierra Майте stop the transit of hot logs from 
is being protected by the New the mountain range. 
Peoples Army communist Sierra Madre has been de- 
rebels. dared а protected area under 
Оп Thursday, Leony Buendi- Proclamation No. 1636. Harvest- 
cho, an Agta leader in the ingoftrees and other forest prod- 
mountain settlement of Sitio ucts is highly restricted there and 
Baykuran, Barangay Pagsanga- requires special permits from the 
han in General Nakar, told DENR. 
newsmen how her community | “The ongoing anti-illegal 
was being harassed and threat logging operations by the ү 
елей following a series of suc- DENR in Sierra Madre are re- (Qu8ht back, forcing ХВ ED UK VAOR TRAT 
cessful anti-illegal logging op- ally commendable,” Perez racecar TELLS MOST ABOUT WHO YOU ARE. 
erations in the area conducted said. 
by Department of Environment Не said the campaign would 
and Natural Resources offi- serve as a welcome impetus to a 
cials, police, military and the planned multisectoral summit of 
environmentalist group Tang- mountain stakeholders: in Au- 
gol Kalikasan (ТК). gust. : 
Buendicho asked for govem- Perez said the task ahead was 
ment help and protection. providing alternative livelihood 
TK executive director Asis to thousands of small-time log- 
Perez said on Thursday night that gers who depend on the Sierra 
two mare truckloads ofillegal cut Madreforsubsistence. Delfin {he Start of clases in Promier | roras or ma novie or voua soor. 
forest products were intercepted Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon çi, ges (ndr ME NO SATTERY CHANGE. FOUR YEAR SLEEP MODE. 
by members of the DENR Nation- Bureau ped preas 2 PERPETUAL CAUNDAR ACCURATE TO 2108. 


- lages of Midsayap. 
Midsayap Mayor 
17 cops, 4 employees face „=ош 
the land dispute in- 
ax for bogus documents — zz 
CVOs, whose mem- 
bers are farmers, and 
BUTUAN CITY—THE CIVIL SER- merit system of the bureaucra- an armed group col- 
vice Commission here has re- cy" lecting “taxes” from 
called the appointments of at Torres said about 5,000 other the farmers. 
least 17 police officers and four employees from various govem- = five fam, wuw.ssci.com.ph 3 
other government employees af- ment offices in the four-province ers have been kill ZA 
ter they were PERS to have region were now being invest in attacks initiated by "S THE BEST SERVICE FOR SEIKO & ALBA WATCHES. Ay THESE SEKO SERVICE CENTERS 
faked their educational qualifi- gared amid doubts on their eligi- the armed group in Бар ралото (as) 0528502 “MANILA: T980 NICFUR Buln, 
cations. bility and academic achieve. the adjoining villages o ANA Quinno Avenue, Malate. Mania. Tel (832) 523-8876 QUEZON CITY : #4 Lower Ground Floor, 
CSC-Caraga director Adams ments. of Mudsing and New Farmer's Plaza Araneta Center Cubao, О. C. TeL(632)913-1908 + WB 206 SM City, North Avenue... cor 
Torres said the police officers Torres did not identify the po- Rangaban. EDSA û С. Yel (632) 9290-3097 * CAVITE : 008 SM City Bacoor, Tirona cor. Emilio Aguinaido H-Way, Bacoor, 
and the four employees were licemen or the other employees Arania seid conflict Cavite Tel (046) 970-4976 • CEBU : Lower Ground Floor SM City North Reclamation Area, Cebu City 
and e four employes wee Песма oc ha сыс уюл fonts mil ee ma Te 9704876 CEBU Lt Gaan eee eet 
mation. called, but he said they included a bien Residents usu- 
"The policemen, with ranks school teacher and a municipal ally work in the rice va 
ranging ien junior police offi- registrar. P Glas while their wives In SSMO WEICH CORPORATION. 
cer 1 to senior police officer 2, He said the CSC had already сапу firearms to re- 
were found to be either fake recommended the dismissal of pulse attackers, he said. 
graduates or have bogus eligi- the erring officers, who, he Soldiers have been 
bility and are, therefore, [not added, also faced criminal and deployed in Mudsing. A 


qualified to join] ... the police administrative charges for falsifi- ceasefire agreement be- - 
force,” Torres said. He said an cation of documents. tween the Moro Islamic Al B YAN 
# 


The incident has 
caused mass evacua- 
tion and disrupted 


order had been immediately is- "Ме hope this would send Lberaron Front and the 
Sued to recall their appoint the strongest message that the govemment, however to frican music, 
ments. CSC does not tolerate fake has prevented members оли шу ине. Wal t repu. 
Не said the “purge” was part graduates or those with fake of the Amys 38th In- Retreats to a yoga hideaway 

of the CSC's gan. under its eligibility in the government = po from Dream is not a dream. 
campaign, “Peke Alis Dyan.” service," hesaid. Franklin launching offensives. 

The drive was “aimed at Caliguid, PDI Mindanao Bu- Edwin Femandez, PDI Wears an Alba. 
cleansing and protecting the reau M. Bureau 
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Walang humpay na tawagan, kasiyahan 
at tawanan para sa nag-iisang 
haligi ng tahanan handog ng PLDT! 


Make "Papa calls" FREE! 


Libreng tawag kay Daddy 
saan man siya from 


June 5 to June 30, 2006! 


Freel i Freel 
ONE UNLIMITED CALL, ONE MINUTE 
PLDT to SMART [ 
PLDT to PLDT NDD CALL 


* Open to unlimited call service subscribers only * for a minimum of 3-minute call 


Win Special Wristwatches! 


Mag-enjoy sa kwentuhan at sa 
„quality time piece mula sa Calvin Klein! Earn 
a raffle entry for every P50 worth of NDD 


or IDD call you make. botes, 


Dial 101-143 at makinig sa kwelang jokes nina Jose at Wally 

о kaya sa songs ni Nina like “Greatest Gift Of All", "Sunlight" and тоге! 
Ipadala sa PLDT landline o SMART cellphone ni daddy together with 
your personal dedication, para maging extra special ang day niya. 


Wakinig all you want for P30 charged to your bill and enjoy unlimited access 
until June 30. Ang unang tatlong padala ng jokes or songs sa PLOT landline, 
libre! Maari din magpadala sa SMART cellphone ni daddy for only 
P10 per send gamit ang kwelang serbisyong ito from PLOT, 

Only the best for dads this Father's Day. 
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A tale of two 
high schools 


Araullo, Manila High 
claim to be city’s first 
public secondary school 


By M: их C. Ortiz э, 
ica "d Wuat’s a dryitchy scalp. These are possible precursors 


BOTH SCHOOLS TRACE THEIR ROOTS TO A SIN- INsiDE А of hair loss, Don't wait for your problem to 
gle illustrious past. But a difference in perspective has g qc gov't worsen. Get help from the experts. Svenson's 
Jed the Manila High School in Intramuros and Araul- celebrates Tricho-Intensive Treatments will help create an 
lo High School on United Nations Avenue to hold Freedom ideal environment for your hair's healthier 
separate celebrations of their 100th anniversary. Day with growth. Your scalp will be cleansed and treated, 


The two schools claim that the dents..Jose P Laurel, Elpidio jobs fair eliminating dandruff ciliness and itchiness. Soon, 

honor of being the first public sec- Quirino and Manuel Roxas— il rt 

ondary school in the city of Manila graduated from the Manila High /N26 your scalp will be free from irritations and saved 
from impending hair loss. 


Are you scratching your head more and 


belongs to their respective institu- School,” Empleo said proudly. чи End Your Hair Loss Misery Today 
tions. Both also claim to have been However, the increasing num- pace bis 


founded on June 11, 1906 as the Бег of students prompted the lo- — bombedin 
babalaan iwas kg anakan уши: bombedin | Call 892-HAIR (4247) cul suersontcdy oryou fee crsutaien 
Araullo High School head An- more schools that were built “in > 
gela Ong and Manila High School relation to the Pasig River.” City; none AKATI TOMAS MORATO тт 
principal Arnulfo Empleo, in sep- “The Pasig River was a major hurt /A26 GT Tower 1 1/F Federal Tower 
arate interviews with the Ingum- thoroughfare during that time. It 
тп, agree that their schools have a dictated the movement of the 
shared history. metropolis,” Empleo explained. 
Empleo said the original Mani- 
1a High School was opened a cen- More schools C 2114 
tury ago as ће first complete sec- — In addition to the Manila High еЗ, 
ondary educational institution іп School, which was renamed 
the city, and probably, in the Manila South High School, the Delighting You Always 
country. Manila North, West and East High 
"There were also high schools Schools were established in 
that opened in the provinces dur- 1921. 
ing that time, but most of them Almost a decade lates, the 
мете not complete in terms of schools adopted the names of 
grade levels,” Empleo said. four famous Filipino jurists. Thus, 
3 Manila South High School be- 
A school for girls. came Araullo High School while 
Records and documents Em- the other three were rechristened 
pleo provided to the Inoue Arellano High School (North), 
showed that the Manila High Mapa High School (East) and 
School building, which stands at Torres High Schoo! (West). 
the corner of Victoria and Muralla “However, Araullo High School 
Streets in Intramuros, used to was destroyed during the World 
house the Escuela Municipal, а War Il bombing of Intramuros,” 
girls’ school run by the Sisters of Ong explained. She said that 
Charity, in 1892. when schools reopened in 1946, 
The Spanish authorities later Araullo High School initially held А WHOLE NEW 
turned the school building into a classes in Quonset huts in Singa- 
military hospital when the Philip- long, before relocating to the STANDARD IS 
ine Revolution broke out. In Lukban Elementary School. The 
11906, the Americans transformed school was later moved to the TAKING SHAPE. 
the medical facility into the city’s Bordner Building in Padre Faura. 


first public high school, the Mani- Later on, Araullo High School 
la High School. INTRODUCING 
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By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
and Luige А. del Puerto 


‘TWO POLICEMEN WERE SIPPING 
coffee ina small canteen at around 
5:40 am. yesterday when they 
suddenly heard an explosion. 

SPO1 Jeffer Butawan, 39 and 
PO2 Reyme Custodio, 31, ran 
outside and saw the National 
Capital Region Police Office Bus 
parked at the comer of Common- 
wealth and University Avenues in 
Quezon City, in flames. 

The white bus converted into a 
satellite police precinct, had been 
bombed. 

The glass windows of the satel- 
lite precinct were all shattered, 
with the front and rear wind- 
shields broken. There was also a 
hole in one side of the bus. 


Empty 

Fortunately, no one was inside 
when the incident occurred. 
Butawan and Custodio, who were 
on duty at that time, said they had 
left the bus, which was parked on 
the side of the road leading to the 
University of the Philippines-Dili- 
man, to have coffee at a nearby 
canteen in UP Bliss. 


Теп minutes later, they heard 
the explosion 

PO2 Leo Nino Pasco, case in- 
vestigator, said the culprits could 
have dropped the bomb inside 
the bus through one of the open 
windows. 

‘The bomb then fell on a seat on 
top of the gas tank. When it ex- 
ploded, it left a crater measuring 
more than three feet across, a re- 
port from the City Explosives and. 
Ordnance Division said. 


Big hole 

Italso tore a hole measuring 17 
inches in diameter on one side of 
the bus and wrecked the vehicle's 
interior. 

“We did not see anyone go near 
the bus nor were there any suspi- 
cious cars parked within the area 
(while we were still there),” 
Butawan and Custodio told inves- 
tigators. 

“Those behind this just wanted 
to scare people. They did not in- 
tend to hurt anyone,” Quezon City 
Police District director Chief Supt. 
Nicasio Radovan, who rushed to 
the area with NCRPO Director Vi- 
dal Querol yesterday, said. 

Radovan said the culprits used 
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Police bus in QC bombed 


a “low explosive substance” 
poured into a “plastic container” 
and equipped with a “nonelectric 
blasting cap.” 


Comparison, analysis 

The city police have brought 
the evidence to the Philippine Na- 
tional Police Crime Lab and the 
US Embassy for analysis. It will 
also be compared to materials 
used in previous bombing inci- 
dents in the metropolis to search 
for any patternor similarities. 

The police bus was stationed in 
the area more than a year ago as 
part of a campaign by the NCRPO 
to thwart street crimes. 

Radovan said that the satellite 
police precinct was successful in 
deterring crimes that when he de- 
cided to move it elsewhere, vil- 
lagers asked him to bring it back. 

However, the police bus wasal- 
so the subject of a few complaints 
as some residents said it caused 
traffic in the area, some police- 
men said 

“It first came to our mind that 
it might have something to do 
with Independence Day, but we 
cannot find any connection as of 
now,” Metro Manila intelligence 


A tale of two high schools 


had to put up annexes to accom- 
modate its growing student pop- 
ulation, One annex established at 
the Mehan Gardens later became 
the Manuel Roxas High School. 

In 1958, the Municipal Board 
of Manila resolved to revive the 
original Manila High School. 
Thus, the Manuel Roxas High 
School annexes in Mehan, Feati 
and Intramuros became Manila 
High School. 


"A few years later, the other an- 
nexes of the Manila High School 
were abandoned and only the 
building on Muralla Street (the 
school's current site) remained,” 
Empleo said. 


New location 

Araullo High School, on the 
other hand, eventually moved to 
Isaac Peral Street, now United 
Nations Avenue. 


But this is where the schools’ 
shared history ends and where 
the two officials’ contrasting 
opinion on which of their schools 
is the original Manila High 
School begins. 

"Manila High School, through- 
out history, assumed several iden- 
tities. But it remains the first pub- 
lic secondary school with a glori- 
ous past," Empleo said. 

He stressed, "Araullo High 


chief, Senior Supt. Felipe Rojas Jr. 
seid. 

Police in the metropolis have 
been on full alert since Friday as 
the country marks its 108th Inde- 


From page A25 


School was never directly related 
to the original Manila High 
School. It came about when the 
Manila South High School was 
renamed.” 

Ong, on the other hand, main- 
tained that the Manila High 
School was “created by virtue of a 
municipal ordinance.” 

“The Manila High School then 
is the Araullo High School now,” 
Ong stressed. “Where were they 
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pendence Day today. ‘There were also reports later in 


“The timing is very critical so 
its possible that it has something 
to do with today's celebration," 
Rojas added. 


from 1921 to 1953?" she said, re- 
ferring to her school's "rival." 


Two markers 

Both principals stressed that 
proof of their claim lie in histori- 
cal markers issued to their 
schools by the National Historical 
Institute. 

Although they have lined up 
separate yearlong activities, the 
officials of both schools declared 


the day of another bombing, this 
time at the Jones Bridge in Mani- 
la, although the police said no 
such incident took place. 


that they are amenable to a joint 
celebration. 

“They can celebrate with us be- 
cause sometime in the past, they 
were part of Manila High School. 
It would be better if we could 
work these things out and later 
agree to a single centennial cele- 
bration,” Empleo added. 

Ong agreed, saying that the 
schools have a common history 
after al 
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SENSING THE DIFFERENCE 


METROBRIEFS 


Freedom from poverty 
FREEDOM from poverty or "Kalayaan mula sa 
Kahirapan" wil be the theme as the Quezon City 
government celebrates Independence Day today... 
A job tair, a cultural show and a wreath-laying 
ceremony are just some of the activities thet will 
be held as the city marks the 108th year of the 
country’ independence. Led by Mayor Feliciano 
Belmonte Jr. the program will begin with a flag- 
raising ceremony followed by the laying of 
‘wreaths at the foot of Dr. Jose Rizal's statue at 
Quezon City Hall. After the ceremonial opening of 
the Independence Day celebration, a job fair wi 
be held from B a.m. to 5 p.m. at the City Hall cov- 
ered walkway. Special ceremonies will also be si- 
multaneously held in five historical sites in Que- 
топ City. These are Banlat Road, Tandang Sora 
(Tandang Sora's birthplace), the Pugad Lawin 
‘Shrine in Project 8, the Gen. Geronimo Shrine in 
Bagong Silangan and the Andres Bonifacio Mon- 
uments in Balintawak and Novaliches. 

DJ Yap 


Busy day for cops 
MEMBERS of the Eastern Police District are gear- 
ing up fora busy day today as the country cele- 
brates its 108th Independence Day. After a 
wreath-laying ceremony at the Pinaglabanan 
Shrine in San Juan in the morning, the police wil 
be getting ready for any antigovernment rallies 
set to be held in the eastern part of Metro Manila 
The EPD has jurisdiction over the cities of Man- 
daluyong. Pasig. Marikina and the town of San 
Juan, an opposition balik. "We will deploy our 
Tivi Disturbance Management Team to the Edsa 
Shrine, just in case some protesters would at- 
emptio hold a rally there,” Chief Supt. Charle- 
magne Alejandrino, EPD director, sald. 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Oplan jologs set 

AT LEAST 10 main roads in Navotas are set to un- 
dergo a major facelift as Mayor Toby Tiangco or- 
dered the implementation of "Oplan Jologs” (Just 
Obey our Laws On Good Manners on Streets) be- 
inning next week. Tiangco sald Jologs aims to 
ensure the full use of streets, sidewalks and pub- 
lic facilities by clearing these of ilegal structures 
and obstructions. The areas covered by the pro- 
ram are C-3 Road, North Bay Boulevard (Agora 
Market), C-4 Road, M. Naval comer Santiago 
Street, Los Martires Street, A. Dela Cruz corner 

М. Naval, F Pascual Street, A. Leongson corner 
Gov. Pascual, P. Gabriel Street and Santiago cor- 
ner Gov. Pascual Street. Tiangco also ordered the 
immediate repair of damaged roads, canals and 
sidewalks 
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WITH just 85 classrooms for the school's 12,000 students, 


classroom, even corridors and halls. 


every available space is converted into a 
morose aurea stockroom to load 


We're like a family’ 


By DJ Yap 


WITH 12,000 PUPILS CRAMMED INTO JUST 
85 classrooms, it is easy to spot the problems 
faced by officials, teachers and students at the 
Commonwealth Elementary School on Com- 
monwealth Avenue, Quezon City. 

One of the largest elementary schools in 
the world and the biggest in the Philippines, 
the CES sits in the midst of a bustling squatter 
colony in Barangay Commonwealth—part of 
the city's second district and considered the 
poorest and most densely populated area in 
Quezon City. 

Classrooms are cramped and uncomfort- 
able. There are not enough teachers and text- 
books. Toilets are often overcrowded, with 
students lining up just to answer the call of 
nature, The stench coming from the cubicles 
is overpowering. 

Every school opening, hordes of journalists 
swoop down on the public school, already 
half-knowing what story to report: The sorry 
conditions at CES in particular, and the sad 
state of Philippine education in general. 


Something good and right 

But in the midst of all this negativity there is 
still something good and right about CES. Hid- 
den within its walls is the story of a community 
‘whose members look out for each other. 

A young boy, born to a family of scav- 
engers, finds two uneaten hamburgers in a 
garbage bin and shares it with a dozen class- 
mates who have no “baon” (packed lunch). 

А good-natured cafeteria cook feeds mal- 
nourished kids with a cup of porridge or noo- 
dle soup everyday, often dishing out a gener- 
ous second, or even third, helping 

These are the kind of stories that Noemi La- 
то, the school's guidance counselor, likes to 
tell others about CES. “The atmosphere here 
isnot one you would find in a private or exclu- 
sive school,” she says. 


Ready to share 

“In other schools, many students are 
snooty or selfish. There's oneupmanship 
among them. But here, we're a real communi 
ty Everyone is ready to share what they can, 
adds Lazo, who also handles a Grade IV class. 

"During recess, if there's one student who 
has no baon, the rest of the class will share 
theirs, so that he'll end up with more snacks 
than his classmates," says Lazo. "That hap- 
pens almost every day she adds. 

"We're like a family. That's one advantage 
of having so many kids in one class,” she tells 
the INQUIRER. 

Considered one of the biggest grade 
schools in the world, it had a total student 
population of 12,755 last school year, accord- 
ing to principal Avelina Salvador. (This year’s 
enrollment figure unofficially stands at just 
below 12,000.) 


Big class size 

The average class size is 60 to 70 students 
but some can have as many as 80 to 90, she 
says. 

There are some 250 teachers and 200 class- 
es, spread out in seven buildings. Ten of the 
classes are held in “makeshift” classrooms or 
empty corridors and halls serving as tempo- 
rary lecture areas, 

Classes for Grades П, IV and VI are held 
from 6 a.m. to 12 noon, while Grades 1, III and 
Vattend the afternoon shift from 12 noon to 6 
pm. Salvador says. 

‘According to Lazo, one can practically feel the. 
sheer number of pupils at lunchtime when pupils 
from the moming and afternoon shifts meet at 
the school gates. “If you're not used to it, you 
could get caught in the stampede,” she jokes. 


Same problems 

Salvador says the problems facing CES are 
the same as those confronting nearly all pub- 
lic schools in the country: Shortage of class- 
rooms, buildings, textbooks and teachers. 

But at CES, the problems are compounded 
by the large student population and the gross 
poverty of many of the students, she says. 

Lazo estimates that up to 90 percent of the 
entire student populace live below the pover- 
tyline. 

“Most of them are indigent. When 1 do 
home visitation, I often have to squeeze into 
very narrow alleys to reach their shanties,” 
shesays. 

"When a student misses class, theyll rell 
me, ‘Ma'am, I'm sorry, but I had to peddle ba- 
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Back in the 1800s, insuring your life wasn't really in style. 


lut (duck eggs), or I had to help my mother 
finish her laundry job," Lazo adds. 

Their grades suffer as a result. Last year, 
CES ranked 95th among the 96 schools in 
Quezon City in the Department of Education- 
administered achievement tests, according to 
Salvador. 


No complaints 

Lazo, however, notes that the poor condi- 
tions at the school, including the lack of class- 
rooms, have not been a subject of complaint. 
among the pupils. 

“Being children, they are very adjustable,” 
she says. “Although conditions are harsh here, 
the atmosphere we try to build is jolly and lov- 
able.” 

1t also helps that the pupils, being no 
stranger to poverty, can feel empathy for fel- 
low classmates who are poor, Lazo adds. "If 
опе pupil doesn't have a pencil or ruler, you 
can be sure that a classmate will let him bor- 
row his," she says. 


Good kids 

“They are good kids,” she stresses. 

A big number of the pupils at CES are mal- 
nourished, since their families cannot feed 
them regularly, Salvador says. 

‘To address this problem, the school has а 
feeding program for malnourished pupils, 
who are chosen based on their height and 
weight, according to cafeteria manager Lolita 
Bulloda. 

During recess, the pupils are served bowls 
of porridge or soup for free. “If they want 
more servings, I would add more. If it's cham- 
porado, for example, I would pour more milk 
than usual,” she says. 

‘Other pupils, on the other hand, can buy 
the same bowl or cup for just P4. 

‘Though it is just one meal a day, the pro- 
gram has benefited many pupils, Bulloda 
points out. 

‘She adds: “One of the parents said she no- 
ticed that her child often gains weight while in 
school and loses weight again when she's on va- 
cation.” 
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‘of books into a sack for distribution to his classmates. 


werem 


After having survived the below-ireezing 
weather condtlionsin Eostem Europe, the Toy- 
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But giving it up for your country was. 


Even though our heroes may not have had life insurance, we are all beneficiaries of their sacrifice, 


TINSULAR LIFE 


The country’s first and largest Filipino life insurance company, 
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(Т) shell Makes New Guinness World Record 9» 


On Fuel Economy 
Taylor Couple take on Asia 


elaborate network of roads and enjoyable 
proper road signage. The couple varied in 
driving speeds of 30kph in residential areas to 
110kph on moin highways. Driving down the 
westem side of the country, the Taylors en- 
joyed the scenic landscapes os they made 
thei way to one of Asia's mos! advanced 
‘economies - Singapore. While the roads were 
in perfect condition, . trafic slowed them 
down just ike in any busy city as they complet- 
ediheirjoumey. The end wosneoros ihe cou- 
ple looked forward to the nex! leg of their ex- 
ciling rood adventure. 

The Taylors are close to completing their 
world challenge with the Asian leg. The ulli 
mate rood tesi of Shells newest fuel economy 
formulation clearly shows Shell's commitment 
to providing everyday drivers around the 
world with better fuels to achieve greater fuel 
efficiency no matter where they ive ond 
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Diabetes cases skyrocketing 


WASHINGTON—THE NUMBER 
of people around the world suf- 
fering from diabetes has skyrock- 
eted in the last two decades, from 
30 million to 230 million, claim- 
ing millions of lives and severely 
taxing the ability of health care 
systems to deal with the epidem- 
ic, according to data released Sat- 
urday by the International Dia- 
betes Federation. 

While the growing problem of 
diabetes in the affluent United 
States has been well document- 
ed, the federation’s data show 
that seven of the 10 countries 
with the highest number of dia- 
betics are in the developing 
world. 

China now has the largest 


number of diabetics over age 20, 
around 39 million people or 
about 2.7 percent of the adult 
population, according to the fed- 
eration. The groups says India 
has the second largest number of 
cases with an estimated 30 mil- 
lion people, or about 6 percent of 
the adult population. 

Other countries have higher 
rates of diabetes than China or I 
dia, but the federation's experts 
say rising diabetes rates in the 
large, rapidly industrializing na- 
tions are especially worrisome 
because of the size of their popu- 
lations. In some countries in the 
Caribbean and the Middle East, 
the percentage of diabetic people 
ranged from 12 to 20 percent; the 


highest rate was posted in Nauru, 
an island in the South Pacific. 

In some of the world's poorest 
nations, the disease is a quick 
death sentence. While Americans 
can live for many years with the 
disease, a person in Mozambique 
who requires injections of insulin 
can expect to live just a year; in 
Mali, such people survive about 
30 months. 

There are many factors driving. 
the growth in diabetes world- 
wide, but most experts agree that 
changes in lifestyle and 
the chief culprits, in addition to 
genetic predisposition. As devel- 
oping countries rapidly industri- 
alize, people tend to do work in- 
volving less physical activity. At 


WARRIORS OF JORDAN 

Jordanian veiled women soldiers participate in the first military parade 

ascended the throne seven years ago, during celebrations to mark the 85th anniversary of Jordan's 
armed forces, June 10, in Amman. 
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Afghanistan considers militias 


KABUL—UNABLE TO OFFER 
protection to vulnerable villagers 
against intimidation by Taliban 
fighters, the Afghan government 
says itis considering forming trib- 
al militias to guard the places se- 
curity forces can't reach. 

“The government is not arming 
these people. They have had arms 
for generations, and the govern- 
ment is going to register their 
guns and provide them some 
earnings in this regard,” Abdul 
Manan Farahi, the Interior Min 
istry’s counterterrorism chief, 
told Reuters. 

‘The insurgency is in its bloodiest 
phase since the overthrow of the 
Taliban government in late 2001, 


and with thousands more Nato 
peacekeeping troops being de- 
ployed by the end of July, this sum- 
mer is regarded as а critical period. 

But any decision to put irregu- 
lar Afghan forces into the fray 
would run counter to a disarma- 
ment program that is supposed to 
finish next year. 

The proposal would be dis- 
cussed with concerned раг- 
ties—for and against—in coming around 4,000 afghanis ($80) a 
days, Farahi said. month by the Interior Ministry. 

Inthe eastern province of Ku- In southern Helmand 
nar, where US-led coalition forces province, where British troops 
launched Operation Mountain Li- are stationed, former Gov. Sher 
оп earlier this year to clear out Mohammad Akhundzada says he 
Taliban and al-Qaida fighters, it has enlisted several hundred 
has already happened. tribesmen. Reuters 


“А tribal militia force was 
formed more than 10 months ago 
here,” Zahidullah Zahid, а 
spokesperson for Kunar's gov 
mor, told Reuters. "These tribal 
people know the territory far bet- 
ter than the police and army who 
are sent from elsewhere." 

They own their own guns, 
mostly AK47s, most don't wear 
uniforms, and theyre рай 
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the same time, the availability of 
food that is cheap but high in 
calories becomes more common. 
The combination causes weight 
gain, which leads to greater risk 
of developing Type 2 diabetes, 
the most common form of the dis- 


ease. 


‘Type 1 is responsible for only 5 
percent to 10 percent of cases, and 
isnot associated with behavior, but 
rather is believed to stem almost 


entirely from genetic factors. 


Ineither form, diabetes is char- 
acterized by high blood sugar lev- 
els that result from the body's in- 
ability to make or use insulin, 
‘which can lead to a host of com- 
plications that include kidney 

NYT 


failure and blindness. 


UK assailed 


for marriage 


erosion 


LONDON—THE ARCHBISHOP 
of Canterbury, spiritual leader of 
the world’s Anglicans, criticized 
the British government on Sun- 
day for failing to halt the “long 
process of erosion” which he said 


жаз destroying marriage. 


Dr. Rowan Williams told the 
Sunday Times newspaper that 
government plans to give legal 
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AGAINST OIL DEPENDENCY 

A eyciist rides his bike in Ottawa, June 10, as he takes part in the 
World Naked Bike Ride. The ride is a mass protest against oil 
dependency. ” 


rights to couples who are not 


married but who live together 


would add to “a prevailing s 


muddle” about marriage and its 


role in society. 


“The concept of cohabitation is 
an utterly vague one that covers a 
huge variety of arrangements,” 


he told the newspaper. 


“As soon as you define any- 
thing, you are creating a kind of 
status that is potentially a compe- 
tition with marriage or a reinven- 


tion of marriage.” 


Prime Minister Tony Blair's 
government has ordered a re 
view of the laws governing the 
rights of unmarried cohabiting 
couples in areas such as proper- 
ty, child benefits and inheri- 


nission, 


ed to parliament. 


The Commission wants to sim- 
plify the law and try to make it fair- 
ег for cohabitees. But it says the 
plans would not give Britain's two 
million cohabiting couples the 
same rights enjoyed by married 
Reuters. 


couples who divorce. 
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‘TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


the 
statutory law reform body, has 
outlined possible changes and 
wants the public to give its views 
before the proposals are present- 


N. Korea threatens 
US over spy flights 


SEOUL—NORTH KOREAS AIR 
Force Command on Sunday 
threatened to “punish” the Unit- 
ed States for its spy flights over 
the communist state, recalling 
the fate of a US Navy plane it shot 
down 37 years ago. 

їп а statement carried by the 
Korean Central News Agency, the 
air force said that a US RC-135 re- 
connaissance plane had made 
flights over its territorial waters 
on June 6, 8 and 10. 

Describing the alleged US espi- 
onage flights as “openly crying 
out for a preemptive attack” on 
the communist state, the com- 
mand warned of a possible repeat 
of 1969, when it shot down an- 
other US Navy plane, killing all 
31 crew. 

“The (North Korean) Air Force 
seriously warns the US imperial- 
ists that it will sternly punish the 
aggressors if their planes contin- 


ue illegally intruding into the sky 
on espionage missions,” it said. 

“They had better not forget the 
miserable end EC-121 met in the 
1960s." 

North Korean fighters shot the 
reconnaissance plane down off 
the country's east coast in the Sea 
of Japan (East Sea) in April 1969. 

Another US-North Korean inci- 
dent occurred when North Korea 
fired missiles at an SR-71 spy 
plane in August 1981. The 
"Blackbird" jet was undamaged. 

North Korea has been sensitive 
to US spy flights, with its media. 
citing military sources as issuing 
a monthly report on US aerial es- 
pionage. Sundays statement was 
rare in that it was issued in the 
name of the Air Force Command, 

North Korea has claimed the 
United States is preparing to in- 
vade the communist country de- 
spite repeated US denials. AFP 
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2 years later, many 
in ‘next gen’ terrorists 
dead, rest in hiding 


By Paul Haven 


MADRID, SPAIN—THEY ROSE 
up quickly to take up Osama bin 
Laden's call for jihad, ruthless 
men in their 20s and 30s herald- 
ed as the next generation of glob- 
al terror. 

Two years after they were 
identified in an Associated Press 
analysis as Islamic terrorism's 
young frontline leaders, five of 
the dozen militants are dead, tar- 
gets of a worldwide crackdown 
that claimed its biggest victory 
with the killing this week of Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi, al-Qaida's 
frontman in Iraq. 

Manhunts in Asia, Africa and 
Europe have pushed most of the 
rest deep underground; they are 
believed to have found refuge in 
places like the wartorn chaos of 
Somalia or the thick jungles of 
the southern Philippines. 

While there will always be 
somebody willing to take up al- 
Qaida's call to arms, analysts say 
the newcomers have fewer con- 
nections than the men they are 
replacing, less training and spars- 
er resources, 

‘And their degree of mutual al- 
legiances--the likelihood that 
they will seek to avenge or pro- 
tect each other—remains uncer- 
tain as well. 

"There are more people pop- 
ping up than are being put away,” 


tional Defense College in Stock- 
holm. “But the question is 
‘whether the new ones have the 
fortitude to take up the mantle 
and carry the struggle forward. I 
don't see that they have.” 

‘The 2004 AP analysis named 
the dozen as frontline leaders, 
their hands stained with the 
blood of attacks from Bali to 
Baghdad, Casablanca to Madrid. 

Al-Zarqawi, who sat atop the. 
2004 list as the biggest threat af- 
ter Osama bin Laden and his 
deputy Ayman al-Zawahri, died 
‘Wednesday when US forces in 
Iraq dropped two 500-pound 
bombs оп his hideout northeast 
of Baghdad. 

‘Tom Ridge, the former US 
Homeland Security chief, cau- 
tioned on Friday that govern- 
ments can only reduce the risk 
from terrorism, not eliminate it. 

“There will be a successor to bin 
Laden, as there will be a successor, 
unfortunately, to Zarqawi,” he said 
ina speech in Paris, “There will be 
a successor to al-Qaida.” 

But Ranstorp said it was far 
from clear if al-Zarqawi's replace- 
ment will have the contacts, re- 
sources or capacity to match the 
Jordanian terrorists effective- 
ness at the helm of the biggest 
group of Iraqi insurgent forces. 

“Pm not convinced that there. 
is somebody ready to step in and 
fill Zarqawi's shoes," he said. 


said Magnus Ranstorp, a terror- 
ism expert at the Swedish Na- 


“There may be, but it will take 


some time." AP 


BEIZHUANG PERFORMER 

The headgear of a young traditional Chinese Beizhuang 
performer is adjusted prior to a performance in this Feb. 11 
photo. The folk art of Beizhuang combines music and songs with 
storytelling, stilt-walking and acrobatics. РА 


. WORLDBRIEFS 


Huge protest against Spain peace talks 
MADRID Hundreds of thousands of Spaniards rallied in Madrid on Satur- 
day to protest at planned peace talks between the government and Basque 
separatists ETA and demanded the guerrillas lay down their arms. Draped in 
Spanish flags and carrying photos of their dead, familles of ETA victims 
joined opposition politicians to attack Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez 
Zapatero's plan to end 38 years of guerrilla violence. Survivors of Madrid's 
2004 commuter train bombings joined the antigovernment protest and 

sailed on Zapatero to probe deeper into the attacks that killed 191 people. 

"We want to know the truth!” they chanted in the heat of Madrid's Plaza 
Colon, amidst shouts of "Zapatero resign." A two-year investigation into tha 
bombings ruled out involvement of the armed Basque group but the oppost- 
tion Popular Party and some victim groups say ETA may have played a рап. 

Reuters 


Progress in UN Hariri inquiry 

UNITED NATIONS—The UN inquiry into the killing of former Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik al-Harir on Saturday reported "considerable progress” 
in its work but gave no indication t knew yet who was behind the crime. The 
report by the commission led by Belgian prosecutor Serge Brammertz sald 
Syrian cooperation, which investigators previously faulted, was now "gen- 
erally satisfactory,” but it added that continued cooperation “remains cru- 
cial." Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and Vice President Farouq al-Shara 
were interviewed on Apri 25 in Damascus and both “provided answers use- 
tui to the investigation,” it sad. Earlier reports cited evidence Assad had 
personaly threatened Hariri, while investigators sald Shara gave them false 
Statements, Six other witnesses had also been questioned in Syria and more 
Such Interviews were planned, along with analysis of the testimony to date, 
Јо determine the validity and depth of the Syrian responses, the report said 
Hariri, who became a critic of Syria's decades-long domination of Lebanon 
‘shortly bore his death, was killed, along with 22 others, by а huge bomb in 
broad daylight on Feb. 14, 206, as his motorcade traveled along a Beirut 
street Reuters 
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Zarqawi trained terrorists to strike outside Iraq 


AMMAN, JORDAN—AT THE TIME 
of his death, Abu Musab al-Zar- 
Gawi was still trying to transform 
his organization from one focused 
on the Iraqi insurgency into a glob- 
al operation capable of striking far 
beyond Iraq's borders, intelligence 
experts here and in the West 
agreed. 

His recruiting efforts, accord- 
ing to high-ranking Jordanian 
security officials interviewed 
Saturday, were three-part: He 
sought volunteers to fight in 
Iraq and others to become sui- 
cide bombers there, but he also 
recruited about 300 people who 
came to Iraq for terrorist train- 
ing and sent them back to their 
home countries, where they 
await orders to carry out 
strikes. 

There have been scattered re- 
ports that Iraq had become a 
training ground, but the Jordani- 
an assessment was the first to of- 
fer firm numbers. 

ОГа number of intelligence ex- 
pensin the United States, Europe 
and Jordan interviewed about al- 
Zarqawi's reach, only the Jorda- 
nians offered such a number. But 


ANIRAQI woman weeps June 11 at the site of a car bomb blast in 
Baghdad. Three Iraqis were killed in violence yesterday around Iraq. лт 


they agreed with the other au- 
thorities’ overall assessment that 
he had not yet created an interna- 
tional terrorist network capable 
of sustaining itself, with no train- 
ing or financing in various coun- 
tries. 

‘The Jordanians have had a par- 
ticularly strong intelligence focus 
on al-Zarqawi. Jordanian intelli 
gence operatives were 


patched to Iraq and neighboring 
countries and ordered on the of- 
fensive in what was practically a 
personal conflict between Jorda- 
nian intelligence and al-Zarqawi. 
Two months ago, Jordanian offi- 
cials said that they first picked up 
al-Zarqawi's whereabouts and 
then were eventually able to con- 
firm the United States’ own intel- 
ligence, which located al-Zar- 


А> 


qawi on the day he was killed. 

Al-Zargawi's international 
reputation hinged on his brutal- 
ity and a flair for publicity con- 
nected primarily with his opera- 
tions in Iraq. But recently, as the 
insurgency became increasingly 
driven and manned by 
ragis—as opposed to foreign- 
ers-al-Zarqawi expressed an 
interest in spreading his reach 
globally, in effect challenging 
Osama bin Laden as the leader 
of global terrorism. 

It appears that at his death, al- 
Zarqawi had not yet achieved his 
ultimate goal—transforming his 
base in Iraq into a worldwide 
global terrorist outfit. Jordanian 
Officials said that Libya recently 
did a good job of shutting down 
the Zarqawi operation there, for 
example. 

“Му sense is that the next step 
might have been mobilizing his 
recruitment networks to attack 
Europeans,” said Steven Simon, a 
former National Security Council 
staff member now at the Council 
on Foreign Relations. “That's one 
reason I think his death makes a 
difference.” NYT 


Iran says some nuke offers unacceptable 


TEHRAN—IRANS ^ FOREIGN 
Ministry rejected some proposals 
from six world powers trying to 
persuade it to stop its atomic fuel 
work and said Tehran will offer 
its own amendments, a ministry 
official said on Sunday. 

He did not specify what changes 
to the package Iran might seek but 
‘Tehran has always rejected the 
central crux of the proposal—that 
it should give up enriching urani- 
um. Without a concession on this, 
the deal will fail 


“We should study the package 
offered. We should classify it 
‘There are points which are accept- 
able. There are points which are 
ambiguous and there are points 
that we believe should not exist,” 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Hamid Reza Asefi said. 

"We have received the pack- 
age, we should give our views in 
response to that package and we 
will offer our proposals," he told a 
weekly news conference. 

Although Asefis remarks are a 
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strong indication Iran is unhappy 
with the terms offered, the For- 
eign Ministry does not have the 
last word on nuclear issues. 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei has entrusted nuclear 
matters to the Supreme National 
Security Council and appointed 
Ali Larijani as chief negotiator. 
Iran has been referred to the 
UN Security Council, where it 
could face sanctions, after failing 
to convince the international 
community that its atomic scien- 


tists are only looking to build 
power stations and not weapons. 
The United States, France, Ger- 
many Britain, Russia and China have 
agreed a set of incentives for Iran on 
the condition that it stops making 
nuclear fuel, something Tehran has 
repeatedly said it will never do. 
Among the incentives, which 
Western diplomats say include offers 
of alight-water reactor and a facility 
for storing atomic fuel, is a very rare 
US offer to join the European Union's 
direct talks with Iran. Reuters 
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DETAINEES sitin holding area during their processing inside the US 
Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in this Jan. 11,2002 photograph. suras 
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Gitmo inmates kill selves 


_ eee 3 deaths first successful suicides after repeated tries 


п MIAMI—THREE FOREIGN PRISONERS WERE FOUND DEAD ON 
Saturday after hanging themselves with clothing and bedsheets in 
the first deaths at the US naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
since the prison camp for foreign terror suspects opened in January 


2002, US officials said. 

The military said two Saudis and one Yemeni 
were found unresponsive and not breathing in 
their cells by guards shortly after midnight and 
that attempts to resuscitate them failed. 

‘They were pronounced dead by a physician 
at Guantanamo, a controversial prison camp 
that holds around 460 foreigners captured 
mainly in the US war against the Taliban and 
al-Qaida in Afghanistan. 

Base commander Navy Rear Adm. Harry 
Harris said the suicides were acts of “asymmet- 
ical warfare" and linked to a "mystical" belief 
at the camp that it would take the deaths of 
three detainees for the rest to go free. 

‘The deaths threw a fresh spotlight on the 
camp, which has drawn widespread criticism of 
the Bush administration from foreign countries, 
including allies, and human rights groups. 

President George W. Bush expressed “serious 
concern” when he was informed and US officials 
immediately made а round of calls to allies, the 
United Nations and lawmakers on Capitol Hil, 


White House spokesperson Tony Snow said. 

Facing indefinite detention with none of 
the rights afforded formal prisoners of war, ot 
criminal suspects in the US justice system, 
dozens of the detainees have undertaken 
hunger strikes and 23 inmates have also at- 
tempted suicide a total of 41 times. 


“Desperation for justice’ 

Of the 460 prisoners being held at the military- 
run prison, only 10 have been formally charged as 
terror suspects since the camp opened in early 
2002, and none has gone on trial. 

lawyers with the Center for Constitutional 
Rights, a New York-based advocacy group that rep- 
resents some 200 inmates and helps private attor- 
neys representing other inmates, were saddened 
but not surprised at hearing about the suicides. 

"These deaths reflect the desperation for a ba- 
sic human need—a need for justice, a need to 
have someone hear what they have to say” said 
the Center's legal director, William Goodman. 
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Josh Golangelo-Bryan, a lawyer who repre- 
sents several Guantanamo inmates, quoted 
one of his clients as saying: “1 would simply 
rather die than live there without rights.” 

The names of the dead men were not re- 
leased, so the attorneys said they do not know 
ifthey were among their clients, 


Opposition to war in Iraq 

Guantanamo has been one of the issues that. 
have undermined support abroad for Washing- 
ton's war on terrorism, declared after the Sept. 
11 attacks. 

The deaths also come as Bush is facing 
growing domestic doubts about the war in 
Iraq, and pressure to quickly find out what 
happened in the suspected massacre of more 
than 20 Iraqi civilians in the town of Haditha 
in Iraq in November. 

“These tragic and sad and unnecessary 
deaths are the latest result of the policies of this 
administration, which seek to deny justice, fair- 
ness and due process to these men,” said 
William Goodman of the Center for Constitu- 
tional Rights, a New York group that defends 
some Guantanamo prisoners. 

But Admiral Harris told a news conference 
the suicides were an act of warfare. 

“They are smart. They are creative, they are 
committed. They have no regard for Ше, neither 
‘ours nor their own. I believe this was not an act 
of desperation, but an act of asymmetrical war- 
fare waged against us," Harris said. 

US officials said there was no indication 
that the Guantanamo suicides were a reaction. 
to the killing in a US air raid of Abu Musab al- 
Zarqawi, al Qaida's leader in Iraq. 

The US military said the bodies were being 
treated “with the utmost respect.” An investiga- 
tion has begun, it said. The three detainees had 
taken part previously in extended hunger strikes 
and been force fed. They all left suicide notes. 


‘Entirely predictable’ 

Bush, who was at Camp David, was told of 
the deaths by Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice at 7:45 a.m. 

"Guantanamo has obviously been an issue of 
some concern," Snow said, explaining the out- 
reach to allies. “I think it's important to make 
sure that everybody not only knows what hap- 
pened, but also what the procedures are and 
have been at Guantanamo, to answer any ques- 
tions people may have." 

Bush has said he would like to empty the 
detention center. 

Ken Roth, head of Human Rights Watch in New 
York, said the suicides at Guantanamo likely were 
driven by despair. "Sadly, suicides like these are 
entirely predictable when people are held outside 
the law with no end in sight,” he said. 

In May, the United Nations top anti-torture 
body told the United States that any secret 
jails it ran for foreign terrorism suspects, 
along with the Guantanamo Bay facility, were 
illegal and should be closed. 

The US Supreme Court is expected to rule 
this month on the legitimacy of special military 
tribunals set up at the camp to try some of the 
prisoners for war crimes. Ten detainees face 
hearings before the tribunals. Reuters, AFP 


Suu Kyi feeling 
better after illness 


RANGOON — BUR- 
ma's democracy icon 
Aung San Suu Kyi 
was feeling better 
Sunday after suffer- 
ing from stomach 
troubles and re- 
mained at home un- 
der the care of her 
personal physician, 
her party said. 

“Her family doctor syy KYI 
is taking very good 
care of her. We are sure of that,” said Nyan Win, 
а spokesperson for her National League for 
Democracy. “The latest information we have is 
that by yesterday, she was recovering,” 

Reports of her illness had on Priday 
prompted the US Department od State to say 
it was “very concerned” and call on the coun- 
пуз military rulers to ensure she received 
prompt treatment, 

Nyan Win on Saturday said that the 60- 
year-old Nobel peace laureate had been 
briefly hospitalized on Friday for treatment. 

But on Sunday he said "it was a misunder- 
standing,” and that the party was still trying 
to confirm whether she had been taken to 
hospital 

Burma's police chief, Maj. Gen. Khin Yi, 
said that the doctor had treated her at home 
Thursday for digestive problems and that she 
had not left the house. 

Aung San Suu Куїз doctor could not be 
reached for comment on her condition, but 
Nyan Win said the physician could still be car- 
ing for her inside the lakeside home where 
she is under house arrest. 

The daughter of the country's indepen- 
dence hero Aung San has spent more than 10 
of the past 17 years under house arrest, with 
only a short-wave radio to connect her to the 
outside world. AFP 
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BOBBY Pacquiao of the Philippines pummels Kevin Kelley during their WBC Continental 


Americas super featherweight title bout. 


E 


Pacquiao KOs aging 
Kelley in 4th round 


NEW YORK—BOBBY PACQUIAO OF THE 
Philippines knocked out New York's Kevin 
Kelley at 1:24 of the fourth round in another 
scheduled 12 rounder to retain his WBC Con- 
tinental Americas super featherweight title 
before 14,369 at Madison Square Garden. 

Kelley, 58-72, was down for a fourcount 
when the bell sounded to end the third round af- 
ter he took a hard left to the chin. Another hard 
left this one to the body sent the former tilehold- 
certo the canvas in the fourth, 

Even after he was counted out by referee Steve 
Willis, the 38-year-old Kelley — obviously in pain 
— remained on his knees for almost 2 minutes. 
He was knocked out for the ith time in his seven. 
losses 

"The 26-year-old younger brother of the more. 
popular Manny Pacquiao, a two-time world 


champion now holding the WBC Intercontinental 
super featherweight tite] improved to 27-11-3 
with his 12th knockout. 

“Bobby followed our strategy all the way" 
Mike Koncz, Pacquaio trainer, said. “We wanted 
him to go to the body the first three rounds and 
then take it from there. Everything worked out." 

Miguel Cotto of Puerto Rico scored a unani- 
mous 12-round decision over American Paulie 
Malignaggi to retain his WBO junior welter- 
‘weight title in the main bout. 

Corto (27-0, 22 KOs) won the showdown be- 
tween the two unbeaten fighters, opening up a 
cut over his opponents right eye in the first 
round. 

The cut bothered the New Yorker for the entire 
fight, as Malignaggi (21-1, five KOs) apparently 
had trouble seeing because of the blood. АР 


POC to stick with Fiba 
MOU, says counsel 


WHILE IT APPEARS THAT THE PREVAILING 
sentiment in the Asian region is for the lifting 
of the Fiba (international basketball federa- 
tion) ban against the Philippines, the Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee remains focused on 
strictly abiding by its Memorandum of Under- 
standing with the world cage body. 

POC legal counsel Ding Tanjuatco stressed that 
the POC is ай for the lifting of the ban but will not 
deviate from the provisions of the MOU signed 
last year by POC president Jose Cojuangco Jr and 
Fiba secretary general Patrick Baumann. 

“OF course, the POC wants the ban to be lifted 
and it (POC) should support any effort towards 
that direction, But it should be clear to the public 
that the beneficiary is the Philippines and not any 
particular party” Tanjuateo said. 

The former solon was apparently referring to 
the Basketball Association of the Philippines, 
“which continues to project itself in the interna- 
tional community as the national sports associa- 
tion for basketball even after it was expelled by 
the POC last year. 

On Friday, BAP president Joey Lina informed 
media organizations that his association filed a 
resolution calling for the lifting of the ban against 
the Philippines that prevents its participation in 
international tournaments, 

This resolution, according to Lina, was sup- 
ported by Fiba Asia, which will ask the powerful 
Fiba Central Board when it convenes in August 
this year 

‘Meanwhile, the POC, through first vice presi- 
dent Monico Puentevella, yesterday declared that 
itremains to be the sole authority that will acered- 
it national teams in intemational competitions 


like the Asian Games this December in Doha. 

Puentevella was reacting to reports that Fiba- 
Asia has unanimously approved the recommen- 
dation to Fiba-World to give back its sanction to 
the BAR which has been dropped from the roster 
after getting expelled by the POC. 

“1t doesnt really matter if Fiba lifts the suspen- 
sion on BAP because as far as the POC is con- 
cemed, it has been expelled by a vote of 33 associ- 
ations," said Puentevella. "And everyone knows 
‘only POC has the sole authority to accredit nation- 
al teams in international competitions. 

“Me Lina is confused and confusing. The MOU 
did not ask the BAP with anything but merely 
mentioned its name as a suspended member of 
Fiba and whose eventual expulsion with Fiba is 
inevitable upon the acceptance of a new NSA for 
basketball” Tanjuatco pointed out. 

“In fact Mr Lina or BAP is guilty of misrepre- 
sentation. Mr Lina wants our public to think that 
the lifting ofthe ban against the Philippines із tan- 
tamount to the lifting of the suspension against 
the BAP by the Fiba. This is ludicrous because as 
far as the POC is concerned, BAP does not exist.” 

‘Tanjuatco said it is quite preposterous to think 
that the Fiba Central Board will premise the lifting 
ofthe ban against the Philippines on the retention 
of the BAP asthe NSA for basketball 

"This issue was clearly addressed in the MOU 
and BAP had already exhausted all the legal av- 
enues to advance йз selfish interest to be retained 
as the NSA for basketball. It is worth noting that 
even the case it filed with our local courts did not 
prosper. Involving local courts is a contravention 
of Olympism and even the tenets of Fiba.” With a 
report from Marc Anthony Reyes 


Tigers nip Aces; 
Kings go 2-1 up 


GAMES WEDNESDAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:40 p m.—Barangay Ginebra vs. Red Bull 
7:35 p.m. Coca-Cola vs. Alaska 


By June Navarro 


COCA-COLA PREVENT- 
ed what could have been 
another meltdown in 
the final possession and 
lived to fight another 
day with a 77-75 win 
over Alaska last night in 
the PBA Philippine Cup 
quarterfinals at the 


Araneta Coliseum. 

Willie Miller had two chances to steal 
the game for the Aces but he fumbled 
оп one instance and rifled a pass that 
came too late in another, allowing the 
Tigers to escape with their first win in 
the best-of five series. 

‘Trapped underneath, Miller eluded 
Coca-Cola's umbrella defense and gave 
up the leather but Tony Dela Cruz, a set 
shooter, got the pass simultaneously as 
time expired. 

"We tried to forget the series and the. 
outcome. We're fighting for survival and 
just gave everything we had,” said Coca- 
Cola coach Binky Favis, whose Tigers 
sliced the series deficit to 2-1. 

“1 was amazed at how my players re- 
sponded. Every body was willing to share 
the ball and good things usually happen 
whenever we do it" added Favis. 

In Game 1, Miller almost lost the ball 
before sending it to Nie Belasco for the 
game-winning three-pointer with time 
‘winding down, 

This time around, Miller was stymied 
by the Coca-Cola defense. 

In the second game, Barangay Gine- 
bra again rode on its unheralded players 
to carve out a 95-87 victory over Red 
Bull to take a2-1 edge in their half of the 
semifinals series 

Although Erik Menk provided the 
musclewith 26 points and 14 rebounds, 
Mark Macapagal and Allan Salangsang 
chipped in valuable support. Macapagal 
had 21 points and a huge three down the 
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JEFREY Cariaso of Alaska plays tough defense on a driving John Arigo of Coca- 


Cola. 


stretch while Salansang had 12 points 
and eight rebounds and lofted in an awk- 
ward runner in the dying seconds that 
snuffed the Ше out of the Bulls. 

“Its a good win but we cant take 
them lightly” said Kings coach Siot Tan- 
quingcen. “It doesn't end here.” 

The se 

First Game 

COCA-COLA 77—Peek 20, Arigo 16, Miranda 
^, Antonio 8, Wainwright 5, Reads 5, Singson 4, 
Abarnios 4, Mamari 2, Capat 0, Francisco 0. 


AUGUST DELACRUZ 

ALASKA 75—Boasto 20, Caraso 14, Cortez 
^, Dela Cruz 9, Thoss 8, Miler 7, Hugnatan 2, Lau- 
re2. Wison O, Forriols 0, Bejar 0. 

Quarters: 15-19; 40-34; 59.62, 77-15. 

Second Game 

GINEBRA 95—Menk 26, Macapagal 21, 
‘Selangsang 12, Caguioa 11, Echavez 10, Ferraria б, 
Sotto 6, Норег 3, Ramos 0, Salvacion 0. 

RED BULL 87—7ugade 21, Pennisi 15, Fonacier 
11, Vilanuva 10, Valenzuela 9, Baguio 7, Bugia 5, 
Robinson 4, Аматег 3, Najorda 2, Cruz 0. 

Quarters: 21-18, 41-39, 67-52, 95.87 
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Carapiet , Stockinger How relevant is the 


Bobby Pacquiao win? 


THERE OUGHT TO BEA LEGAL. 


dominate Asian Open === 


Kevin Kelley had bragged 
that his duel with Bobby Pac- 


quiao in New York yesterday 
узш узышы акеге | IK : Would be his showcase. 
Stockinger did their share of cele- Motor oils Promoters and gullible fans 


2 listened and believed every 
pte we ae ae word of what Kelley had to sa At the village fish market 
pulled off a 1:2. paa а But look what a dismal show yesterday morning, there was 
nd leg of the prestigious 2006 : Kelley had succeeded in putting common concern among the 
puesta Nata Ome Chane оп at the storied Madison Square male vendors, mainly of 
mien paste ao Kara ha Pao 4 Я | Garden. He clearly demonstrated Visayan descent, on the 
рте domina that overthehill fighters should chances of Bobby Pacquiao 
т never engage in serious combat. If against the over-hyped Kelley. 
‘The two dominated the pre-final 1 not in the infirmary they should ^ There was also this omen of 
and final races with Carapietseizing | ^ be confined at home, to mow the how a line of Filipino fighters, 
the checkered flag after sneaking grass or watch over the beef roast. headed by the great Flash 
past Stockinger with four rounds mg ч t, : rev Elorde, had fared miserably at 
left of the deciding 22-lap race. FE, Bobby Pacquiao won by 4th the Madison Square Garden. 
Carapiet won in 15 minutes round stoppage. Not bad. But, There was full awareness 
39:256 seconds to claim the presti- tracing the one-sided action, among these fight aficionados 
gious Rotax Max Seniors plum. Pacquiao's feat could be rated of Bobby's capacity and this 
Stockinger, who finished just 0.064 ! | exemplary only because of paled terribly against what 
of a second off Carapiet, settled for TES > what Kelley had been allowed drumbeaters had succeeded in 
the Formula 125 division tite. та to lie about himself. bragging about the opponent. 
“| was so lucky: [endured the pain TEAM Birel мап Carapiet (014) trails teammate Marlon Stockinger before grabbing the lead to win the Itwas more a case of Kelley Anyway, once informed that 
caused by my previous injury and second leg of Asian Karting Open Championship in Carmona yesterday. manu | being terribly soft and shal- Kelley was already too old and 
what T had in mind is just to give my low than the younger Pac- should have been sent back to 
all for the country I really didnt ex- sored by Pilipinas Shell Petroleum back Indonesian top gun Rio delivered the fourth gold with his | ao being truly superb. the barn years back, these Pac- 
pect to win,” said Carapiet, who was Corp., Denso Iridium Power, Palmer Haryanto for the ROK Junior crown. big win in the ROK Seniors class | , Kelley was a total contradic- quiao fanatics turned their con- 
still nursing а swollen hand and sore Asia Inc., Yokohama, Vivere Suites, Benitez finished the 18-lap race over Toti Turalba. tion of the fighter he said would сет on the Pacman's next fight. 
right rib side after a minor accident Department of Finance, Philippine in 12:53.830, an impressive 2307 The other winners are Ecuadori- | ™anhandle Bobby Pacquiao. E4 
ina Batangas race a month ago. Sports Commission and the Depart- seconds ahead of Haryanto. an expat Santiago Garcia (Rotax ‘The true Kelley was so wast- Truth is Oscar Larios, previous- 
Matteo Guidicelli of Alessandra ment of Tourism. John Alvarez of the Cebu Rac- Max Veterans), Christian Gaddi | ed and ill-equipped he made ly labeled here as recycled Mexi- 
Racing rallied from the tailend at Another Birel-SFIC driver, Daniel ing Group clinched third place (Cadet 60 dass), Renz Pazcoguin | Manny Pacquiao's youngerbrod сап meat, has also succeeded in 
grid No. 22 to claim third place with Cleak, checked in fourth while just 0.357 of a second behind (Mini ROK) and Francis Reyes (For. | look as though he was indeed projecting himself as a worthy 
а time of 15:47.598 in the event Mark Bumgamer bagged fifth. Haryanto. mula SL). The only foreign champi- | another Pacman inthe making. challenger to Manny Pacquiao. 
sanctioned by the Automobile Asso- ^ Javi Benitez of JeT Racing also Cebu Racing Group's Jan Jan оп was Sathienthirakul who took erg wa m m x а a 
ciation Philippines (AAP) and spon- timed Rotax i 5 yesterday's win, sy. He did not only belittle 
ippines (AAP) and spon- grabbed the spotlight as he Gonzales, a former jetski champ, the Rotax Max Junior crown. Elec bh beter biel Бы A n 
do to break away from his handlers also swore Larios was a 
brother's shadow. lot better than Marco Antonio 


. Й 
Tests of фе Kevin Kelley Barrera and Erik Morales, if not 
огге gains пе ror Tour шокшын коо оо 
but don’t amount to much in 
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greats combined. 
world championship boxing. Unfortunately just like with 


sok Kelley Larios & Co. have sufficient- 
FILIPINO GRANDMASTER EU- GM Levan Pantsulaia of Georgia, shmi of India to lead the huge ММ Rolando Nolte halved the Of course, Bobby Pacquiao ly worried local fight followers. 


gene Torre trounced GM Dmitry СМ Jaan Ehlvest of Estonia and . groupof5.5 pointers along with his point with GM Stefan Djuric of | wasnottoblame. Which was just fine, as this 
Svetushkin of Moldova with the GM Nenad Sulava of Croatia. lastround foe IM Bartlomiej Heber- Yugoslavia to join compatriots He worked hard, he sparred would be great for the gates. 
White pieces to forge into a seven- СМ Varuzhan Akobian of the la, winner over countryman WGM and new IM Oliver Dimakiling more than the number of Just the same, these concerned 
мау tie for fourth place after the US, 23, Torres conqueror in the Joanna Dworakowska of Poland. ап reigning national champion rounds needed. fanatics were advised that, at the 
eighth and penultimate round of seventh round, continued his win- ^ Young RP sensation Wesley So, NM Darwin Laylo at 4.5 points. Bobby Boy had every reason rate things are going, only Pacquiao 
the second San Marino Inema- ning ways by upsettingtoumament а 12year-old Fide Master put. Dimakiling lost to GM Alexan- to feel rewarded. should beable to beat himself 
tional Chess Open Saturday at the favorite Tiviakov to grab the solo himself in good position to grab der Areshchenko of Ukraine while But then, he cannot claim he ІР Pacman succeeds in peaking, 
Kursaal Congress Centre in Re- leadership board with 7 points, half his second IM result by drawing Laylo bowed to GM Namig was also fulfilled. and develops suficent stamina de- 
public of San Marino. point ahead of GM Merab Gagu- GM Pawel Jaracz of Poland and Guliyev of Azerbaijan. He wil have to undergo a series spite a shomer training period, 
The 54-year-old Torre now has nashvili of Georgia and GM Vadim notching 5 points in eight games. Laylo takes on Romanian GM of severe onting tests if he's tonu- there should be no reason to worry. 
6 points like his last round oppo- Miov of Switzerland, who drew The youngest Filipino to play Mircea Parligras while Dimakil- ly follow Kuya Manny's footsteps. Pacman could also end up 
nent top seed GM Sergei Tiviakov their match on the top board. in the Olympiad plays Italian ing and Nolte tangle in the final IF anything, Kelleys prefght ver- having a picnic of the quality 
ofthe Netherlands, GM Vladimir Тор Filipino GM Mark Paragua top player GM Michele Godena round of this nine-round Swiss bal blasts had incensed and worried. Brother Bobby had against Kelley 
Fpishin, GM Baadur Jobava and downed IM Subbaraman Vijayalak- іп the final round. system. Marlon Bernardino a good numberof local fight fans. come July 2at the Big Dome. 


Orcollo, Ongpauco, Clutario lead RP golf 
KiamCco хыл atau d ud Ka CALS 


21625 on a fourgame series of 2228.50 average, leading 15 others 

а $ THE FOREIGN PLAYERS ARE IN 182-234-239-210, was second and іп the local field which included t t k 

ІП 560015 tomnbutthey hardly read a rip- Олз Adel А Marzoogi was third Marlon Sia (0215), Francs V. AL SLAKE 
ple in the Masters’ action Saturday with 197 (193-224-205-166). — — lafor (219.5), Joey Velez (219.5) 


- 
r 
wo 
, night of the 35th PBC-Boysen Inter- Bowlers from powerhouse and Tito Ngo (216.25) hu р. 
THE PHILIPPINES DENNIS OR- national Open Tenpin champi Malaysia, Hong Kong and Thai- Ingumex executive Garry Libby THE 2006 PHILIPPINE SENIORS - 
i. 


collo and Warren Kiameohurdled  onships atthe Green Valley Lanes. land were ser to plane in last held his own against the tough € ж 19и 
separate opponents yesterday to Filipinas Tyrone Ongpauco and night. The finals of the elite Open field, rolling 165-172-257-180 s v nas 
remain unscathed in the 2006 Liza Садо continued to pace the class is seton June 17. fora 193.5 average in the associ Dor толту, йиш ер VIRAY: Defending champion 
Reno Open at the Sands Regency men's and ladies’ Class Owith 246.50 Jojo Cañare, the 1997 Southeast ate masters reserve pool. айкаша г be bai sii fe chase foto 
а = Re He. and 23450 average pinfalls, respec- Asian Games champion, moved up Making up the Ladies Open Class һе national squad competing in іп the team seeing action in the 2006 
Огсойо tumed back Tom Sey- tively, which will be challenged by to sixth place with а 218.50 average local pool are 2004 АВЕ Tour Philip- hig years Asin Pacific Men's Se: Asia faciie Ment Senior Amateur 
mour (9-1), Tim Hall (9-5) and Rich entries from at least five countries, in- even as Liza del Rosario slid to ninth pine leg champ Irene Benitez (223) тосу, ‘Championship. отс 
Geiler (9-3) respectively, to reach cluding regional power Malaysia. place from sith with а 217, behind in second place followed by last "AG defending champion in the "That should make the three-day 
the semifinals where he was joined _ United Arab Emirate’ Fahad Sheena Go, who stormed into the years АВР Tour RP leg winner 17- Ac pace region, the Philippines event slated June 14.16 at The Riv. 
by Kameo afer beating Paul Juarez Falah cinched fist place in the local fed fom the mixed pool wth yearold Apple Padas (22275), it be hard-pressed to come up iem, doubly interesting withthe 
ат . Overseas field with a 216.50 aver- ал average of 218.5 pinfalls. Holley Josef (22125) and Elaine With avery suong teamliketheone Langer coure expected to challenge 
Robb Saez and Bill Сапе нете ае on lines of 222-280-200-164. In the associate masters, Ceasar Florencio (2205). мышны! бе изди тийи. De thane MM and PARA 
E NA » including fancied New Zealand and roughness ofthe competing field. 
? Australia, to win its very first As-Pac — Meanwhile, due to popular re- 
z-55"* Adamson-La Salle up Asuncions Em emper 
Saez defeated Deomark Alpa- . h Rolly Viray, Francis Gaston, Iggy nament for players aged 55-59 
jora (9:4) in the fourth round — GAMESTODAY (аверс) sumption ofthe Shakeys Vague LFU pant a Te 
V базда Сына Edwin. Жш шышы ر ی‎ ford Celdran made up that champi- conducted by the National Golf 
Montal (9-8) in the fifth. 2 pm—La Salle vs Adamson Unbeaten in nine games, la YOWN Under ре We Chen бола аан merino 
O eee eri AG Salle ts ий heavily favored in the pected to clash again for this years backed by Mizuno, Nestea and 
аа te CY N WIL HAVE TWO MIS: 2 p.m. game. San Sebastian eyes cwm AND KENNEVIC ASUN- crown in the Open division and at Summit mineral water. : 
against exUS open titlist Corey sions going into today’s game: Beat la а third straight victory against Far led oi а рг of саль 
Deuel (9-5) and lan Costello (9-7) Salle and fuel its finals bid. But those, Eastern earlier at 12 noon. fom tchisl vices © comme 
to join compatriot Gandy Valle, ofcourse, are easier said than done. “If we can play solid defense, ПОП crowns in Australia and New е 
1998 Asian games gold medalist _ The Lady Falcons пу to become we have a chance,” said FEU Mo frown: in Austrate and New ets raring 0 go 
from Davao =й aaa ma m the first NG - De lai mentor Florentino “КИ” Santos. gao nka TOGE panay ia 
Ert cree ine chess Ween they еа Mare Anthony Reyes regain their once lofty place in RACING STAR DADO PENA CANT racesat the Batangas Racing Circuit. 
the world ranking. ‘wait to test the new car he will drive “It should be properly shaken 


i i Playing with renewed confi- in the next three rounds of the down by now, everything is run- 
Calilan qu its dence following their surprising Asian Formula Three circuit this ning smoothly, and 1 will drive it 


runner-up finish in the recent week in Guangdong, China, thathe with renewed enthusiasm,” said 
as JRU coach Bingo Bonanza Philippine Open, says can make him realize his full Peña, adding he is going for no 
the Asuncions rallied from a set potential. less than a win. 
WITH JUST TWO WEEKS TO GO down to repulse the Aussie pairof Реа, 18, and the rest of the Fil- "During the races at Batangas, 
before the NCAA season starts, Jose Raj Veeran and Renuga Veeran, ipino drivers, among them series ме fought all the way with our old 
Rizal University coach Cris Calian 18-21, 21-14, 21-17, for the 2006 leader Tyson Sy, will leave tomor- model car but we were not able to 
has reportedly left the team and Ballarat Eureka International row for Zhuhai, all eager totest their show our full potential. This time, it 
took most of his players with him. ^ Championships in Ballarat, Aus- powerful machines as they gear up will be different,” said Peña, who is 
Commissioner Jun Bemardino tralia, last June 4. for rounds 4 to 6 of the Asian-hop- running fifth in the series with 22 
said he visited the JRU tuneup Sustaining that momentum, the _ ping circuit on June 17-18. points anchored on his second 
match against host St. Benilde last brothersister tandem then hopped "Тһе new car is ready and it place finish in the third race at BRC. 
Wednesday and was told by the to New Zealand and again flashed should be quick,” said Peña, refer. — Sy of Speedtech Asia, leads the. 
team that Саап had indeed re- the same kind of resiliency they ring tothe Dallara304car,thesame standings with a perfect 60 
WORLD SLASHER CUP II signed unceremoniously. showed Down Under by complet- model that Sy drove to an amazing points, with series newcomer Dil- 
‘American Roger Roberts, the 2001 World Slasher champion from Calilan is reportedly transfer. ing а 17-21, 21-17, 21-13 victory sweep of the opening three rounds lon Battistini of England, driving 
Georgia (left) and Dicky Lim, the 2006 World Slasher winner, perform ring to another school in another over Daniel and Lianne Shirley, in іп Batangas last month. for JA Motorsports, running sec- 
the traditional pitting of the cocks while Bb. Pilipinas titleholders collegiate league. Jimmy Mari- the 2006 Babolat North Harbour Рейа new саг actually arrived ond with 33 points, just a point 
Denise Valmonte, Lia Ramos and Anna Igpit look on, The 2006 World ano is being eyed as his replaee- International Championships in jast month bur the crew of Team ahead of fellow Briton and team- 
Slasher Cup Ilis set June 13, 15 and 17 at the Araneta Coliseum. ment — MarcAnthony Reyes North Harbor, New Zealand. Goddard failed to get it ready forthe mate James Winslow. 
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Fuel Success. 


Armed with their driving skills and one full tank each of Petron Xtra Unleaded, all six finalists beat Pocholo Ramirez’ record 
of 1,114 km. First Placer, Team Zayco Hermanos drove from Pagudpud to Allen, Samar and back to Nabua, Camarines Sur 
setting a new record of 1,400.4 kms. This just proves that anyone can go for the xtra miles with Petron Xtra Unleaded, 


Congratulations to the winners ofthe tert and online vong For choosing the ht tear. they each won aSMART 3G celphoneanda freee month PLDT YDS subscription. £s sports 


Joseph Belarmino - Marikina Helghts, Marikina Oty Dare Bigol- San Pablo Ciy, Laguna 


‘Aeson Baldevia-Sllay Су, Negros Occidental 
Nikko Rey Zamora - Мац Davao Oriental 
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England gains without scoring 


BERLIN—THE GOALS DIDN’T COME EASILY SATURDAY AT 


the World Cup. 


‘One was enough for England, even if it was Paraguay that score 


go didn't need a goal to feel like champions, holding Sweden to a 0- 
setting off celebrations within the Caribbean camp. 


Argentina was the biggest scorer, getting goals 
from Hernan Crespo and Javier Saviola to beat. 
World Cup rookie Ivory Coast, 2-1, in Hamburg. 

The only goal so far Saturday came from 
Paraguay captain Carlos Gamarra, who inadver- 
tently headed David Beckham's curling free kick 
into his own net in the third minute. It was 
enough to give the English a 1-0 win and first 
place in Group B with three point 

Paraguay had more to deal with than just the 
own-goal in Frankfurt. Besides a decidedly pro- 
England crowd, goalkeeper Justo Vilar left the 
game injured in the eighth minute. 

“Lam extremely pleased with the three points 
at the star,” England coach Sven-Goran Eriksson 
said. "I know that to win the World Cup we need 
to play better football, but we will play better” 

"The weather was the biggest problem for Eng- 
land, which won its only World Cup tide in 1966. 
The team was slowed by the increasing heat, 
which rose to about 30 degrees C (86 degrees F). 

“We let them pass the ball around too much,” 


draw in Group Band 


years for this game. 

Hislop tumed aside countless chances from 
the heavily favored Swedes, and Yorke provided 
asteadying influence. 

“This is like a win for us,” Trinidad forward 
Сотей Glen said. “We can finally get some re- 
spect from people. You have to eam it.” 

Despite a decided edge in experience and tal- 
ent, as well as the one-man advantage after Av- 
егу John was sent off in the 46th minute, Swe- 
den couldn't end its opening-match funk. ® 

Sweden, which has more players on its cur- 
rent squad from the 2002 World Cup than any 
other team in Germany, is now winless in seven 
opening matches since 1958, with two losses 
and five draws. 

Crespo pounced on a loose ball in the 24th 
minute and scored from close range after the 
African team's defense failed to clear Juan Ro- 
‘man Riquelme's free kick. 

Saviola doubled the lead in the 38th. He 
timed a run to beat the offside trap and collect 


Beckham said. “But we were ех Riquelme pass before slipping the ball past 

hausted. We can put it down to goalkeeper Jean-Jacques Tizie. 

that because we are usually trong Didier Drogba got one back for the Elephants 

and our fitness levels are high.” із the 82nd, sliding the ball past Argentina goal- 
Villar, who got injured while keeper Roberto Abbondanzieri after missing 

sliding to clear the ball, will likely with a header seconds before. 

miss the rest ofthe World Cup. ‘The win gives Argentina, which was cheered 
Trinidad, despite playing on by an exuberant Diego Maradona, the lead in 

nearly the entire second half in Group C with three points. 

Dortmund with 10 men, played Оп Sunday, Serbia-Montenegro plays the 

like it belongs on soccer's biggest Netherlands in the other Group C match, while 

stage, earning the scoreless draw Angola faces former colonial ruler Portugal and 

against a team that is one of the Iran takes on Mexico in Group D. 

favorites to advance. OF the field, things continued to be calm 
Аз the final whistle blew, the around Germany. 

Trinidad players mobbed goal- — Officials said part of the reason for the party 

keeper Shaka Hislop. After the mood was England's win, which made the 

dejected Swedes left the field, 65,000 English fans happy. 

Dwight Yorke-led his teammates “А party mood reigns in Frankfurt and in the 

Sais er iy clus ише (nt) of Hee ak ier Bouts tie 

ed their fans who had waited region's top security official. 


ENGLAND'S David Beckham (top photo) shoots a free kick 
to help score England's first goal during the 2006 World Cup 
soccer match against Paraguay at the Fifa World Cup 
Stadium in Frankfurt. At left, Argentina’ s Hernan Crespo 
celebrates his goal against Ivory Coast during their Group C 
match in Hamburg. нале 


Miyazato || 
Delasin falters 


HAVRE DE GRACE, MARYLAND—JAPAN'S Al MIYAZATO 
seized a share of the lead at the McDonald's LPGA Champi- 
onship Saturday alongside US veteran Pat Hurst 
Miyazato, who entered the third round tied for eighth, 
recorded four birdies with one bogey in a 69 to pull even with 
Hurst on 209 after three rounds ofthe second major on the DALLAS, ^ TEXAS—SHAQUILLE 
women’s calendar. O'Neal drew first blood in the Na- 
Hurst, who completed her second round of one-under-par 71 tional Basketball Association finals 
on Saturday moming after a lengthy weather delay disrupted by smashing an elbow into Maver- 
play on Friday turned around and carded an even-par 72—with {су Jerry Stackhouse's nose open- 
two birdies and a double-bogey—in the third round. ing a gash that needed three stitch- 
Fil-Am Dorothy Delasin, who held the clubhouse lead after es to close. 
two rounds, shot a fat 81 and tumbled to a tie for 53rd to But it was Miami who suffered 
59th places at 219. the bloody nose in the end, losing 
Teenager Michelle Wie—who missed a qualifying bid for 90.80 in game one in front of a rau- 
the men's US Open on Monday—was tied with South Kore- cous sellout crowd of 20,475 at the 
ans Shi Hyun Ahn and Mi Hyun Kim, one stroke back. Dallas arena. 
‘Annika Sorenstam struggled to а three-over 75 and was six Dallas star Dirk Nowitzki was al 
shots back. AFP so on the receiving end of a giant- 
size O'Neal elbow on Thursday. 


Tiger: I don't know «ree 
what to expect yet 


Tr not going to be as nice as 1 MIAMI Heat coach Pat Riley (middle) talks with guard Dwyane Wade (ef) during practice in Dallas, Saturday. 
маз in game one,” O'Neal said dur- Dallas beat Miami in Game | of the NBA Finals. ГА 
ing Saturday's Heat practice at the 

Dallas arena. “Whoever I am play- оп me,” O'Neal said. “I've accepted porters on Saturday. His humor was Jersey City, New Jersey" O'Neal 
LOS ANGELES—TIGER WOODS ADMITS HE WILL BE TAKING 
a step into the unknown at next week's US Open as he returns to 
competition for the first time since the death of his father. 

Woods’ father Earl died on May 3 after a long battle with 
cancer and the American hasn't played since the Masters in 
April. 

Earl was a huge influence on his son's career and Woods 
says he doesn’t know what emotions he will experience when 
the US Open at Winged Foot starts on Thursday. 

Writing on his website newsletter, he said: “As for my golf 
game, I don't really know what to expect next week. 

“Ive never had to experience anything in life like this and 
never had a nine-week layoff before. 

"So well just have to wait and see. Hopefully my game will 
besharp." 

One player on the tour went through what Woods is going 


through is Davis Love Ш, whose father, Davis Love Jr, died in 
a plane crash in 1988. AFP 


ing against, 1 just like to punish 
them. 

“You can't punish people with f 
nesse. | like to use my brute 
strength, but usually when they 
can't handle that they flop and they 
fall and the earthlings feel sorry for 
the other earthlings. 1 just try to mix 
itup." 

O'Neal, who led the Los Angeles 
Lakers to three consecutive NBA ti- 
ties from 2000-2002, has always 
been his own worst critic. 

And O'Neal accepted the blame 
for Thursday's loss after he scored 
just 17 points and missed eight of 
nine free throws. 

"The burden is always going tobe 


that since 1992. I don't have a prob- 
lem with it. 

"Whenever we don't play well, 1 
take a lot of it on my shoulders any- 
way. The key is to not have two bad 
games in a row." 

O'Neal is а SO-percent lifetime 
free-throw shooter but prides him- 
selfon making them when the game 
ison the line. 

“1 see people that shoot 89 per- 
cent and then don't make the ones 
they are supposed to make. 

“I have to make the ones 1 am 
supposed to make, and I will It is 
nota problem.” 

Despite the loss, O'Neal was in a 
Joking mood when he met with re- 


in contrast to his last finals appear- 
ance two years ago with the Lakers 
‘when he was dealing with the Kobe 
Bryant situation. 

O'Neal joked about his size, and 
even spoke a few lines in Dirk Now- 
itzki's native German, 

“Lam a freak of nature,” O'Neal 
said. "You've never seen anyone this 
big, this sexy, move this way. 

“When you've got a big, sexy, 
beautiful man that’s up in the 3405, 
350s, the way you guys were taught 
оп this planet, you are going to au- 
tomatically think it is fat. 

“My mother used to tell me that I 
wasn't born, that I was found on the 
train. 1 think it was the Amtrak in 


said. 

‘Technically, Game 2 of the NBA 
finals isn't a must-win for the Miami 
Heat. Worst case scenario, they 
head home down 0-2 in the series. 

But that’s a seriously slippery 
slope for teams to navigate with a 
championship on the line—since 25 
teams in NBA history have fallen be- 
hind 0-2 in the finals, with only two 
successfully rallying to capture the 
title. 

"Its not the end of the world if we 
don't win it," Heat forward Antoine 
Walker said. "But we obviously 
don't want to put ourselves further 
behind ће 8-ball going down 0-2.” 

‘AFB AP 


TRIATHLON PRESIDENT TOM CARRASCO, 
a member of the Asian Games Task Force, ad- 
mitted recent that Flpino athletes training 
for this year’s Doha Asiad are Behind schedule. 
in their preparation for the quadrennial meet, 
stressing that the national team that took part 
in the Busan Games four years ago prepared 
much earlier. 

With barely six months to go before 
the Doha Asiad, the lineup has yet to be 
completed. This is enough proof that 
nothing much is expected from sports 
officials who have little to show in the 
way of progress except that they quarrel 
a lot and travel very often using public 
funds. 5 

Many аге even asking why the 
Asian Games Task Force has to name 
87 more athletes in addition to 129 it 
had already recommended to join the 
trip to Doha, raising the total number 
of athletes to 216, the country's sec- 
ond biggest in recent years. The 
Philippines fielded 233 athletes in 


Athletes behind in preparation for Asiad 


Busan in 2002, who brought home 
three gold medals, seven silvers and 
16 bronzes. 

After the country captured the over- 
all championship of the 23rd SEA 
Games in December 2005, Philippine 
Olympic Committee president Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco said the country 
should send only the best to the Doha 
Games, “The Asian Games is a bigger 
tournament, so we need to send only 
the best.” 

‘There is no question about that. The 
people, the taxpayers in particular, are 
now more sensitive to the country's per- 
formance abroad. Since government 
money is involved, sports fans might 
not look too kindly if we win just a few 
medals despite sending a big delegation 
to the Doha Games. The Philippine 
Sports Commission has allotted a bud- 
get of P30 million for the Doha delega- 
tion. According to the Task Force, the to- 
tal expenses for the athletes would only 


CLEAN 
LIYING 


Manolo R. 
Inigo 


be around P24 million, thus leaving P6 
million in excess which is enough to 
spend for the additional 87 athletes, 

The Asian Games Task Force is head- 
ed by athletics president Go Teng Kok, 
with Red Dumuk, Mario Tanchangco, 
Harry Angping, Nestor Ilagan and Car- 
rasco as members, 


TEAM CEBUANA ALL FIRED Ui 
Teamwork paid off handsome di 
dends for players of Cebuana Lhuill 
er who won the recent Manila Slo- 
Pitch Softball League championship. 


“I credit the boys for showing 
strength of character and for being 
able to deliver great games even un- 
der pressure,” said beaming team 
owner Jean Henri Lhuillier after his 
Team Cebuana beat Meralco twice in 
the finals, 15-5 and 14-10. “Winning 
five games in one day is an achieve- 
ment brought about by team effort,” 
added the 35-year-old Lhuillier, who 
scored one home run in both games. 

Married to the former gymnastics 
and taekwondo champion Bea 
Lucero, Lhuillier is a noted supporter 
of Philippine sports. He was team 
manager of both the winning tennis 
and softball squads in last year's 
Southeast Asian Games where the 
Philippines emerged the overall 
champion. 

FIFAS ROLE IN WORLD CUP Because. 
football is played in such a mammoth 
scale, it necds to be well organized. In 


1904, a group of football aficionados 
from central European countries got to- 
gether in Paris and formed the Fifa, the 
international football federation. Since 
then, Fifa has grown to become the 
most influential and powerful sports or- 
ganization in the world, representing 
the world’s biggest single sporting 
event, the World Cup of football. Once 
every four years, the World Cup is on ev- 
eryone's lips, It has become such a pop- 
ular sporting event, dominating all oth- 
ers by a huge margin. With more than 
120 million registered players world- 
wide—and an estimated 250 million in 
total—it is, without question, bigger 
than any other sport. The biggest group. 
of participating countries comes from 
Europe, the traditional home of foot- 
ball. The World Cup is attended by more 
members of the media than any other 
sports event. Sponsorship of the World 
Cup means exposure to the biggest tele- 
vision audience on earth. 
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Dubai colt X IFE Hopkins 


| too good 
for Tarver 


ATLANTIC CITY—BERNARD 
Hopkins dominated Antonio 
‘Tarver here Saturday to earn a 
lopsided 12-round unanimous 
decision in their light heavy- 
weight showdown. 

Hopkins, the 41-year-old for- 
mer middleweight world champi- 
оп who was coming off consecu- 

NEW YORK—JAZIL CAME ROARING AROUND THE FINAL tive losses to Jermain Taylor, was 
turn and cruised to victory in the USS1 million Belmont more than a 3-1 underdog enter- 
Stakes on Saturday, taking the final leg of the Triple Crown а ing what he as said willbe his ast 
against a lackluster field missing the Kentucky Derby and fight. $ 
Preakness winners. з If it was his final contest, he 
Without Barbaro and Bernardi- right now,” Jara said. "This is "went out with а flourish against 
ni, the Belmont was missing its amazing,” the former undispyted light heavy 
«usual appeal, but 18-year-old This Belmont marked just the champ, whose only remaining belt 
Panamanian jockey Fernando third time in 36 years the Derby ' is that of the little known Interna- 
Jara and Jazil had the crowd on and Preakness winners missed tional Boxing Organization. 
ihe and desinat Damon “the ruo, and related I jo tore JAZIL crosses the line hounded by Bluegrass Cat to win the 138th running of the Belmont Stakes. Ng Organ 


Hopkins knocked down Tarver 
Park in holding off Bluegrass Cat of a test of the leftovers than its once and frustrated him through- 


E gaene ae Samsung Tour goes to Davao = 


All three judges scored the bout 
Mclaughlin his first win in a Ви McLaughlin and Jara will 118-109 for Hopkins, now 47-4-1, 
Triple Crown race, and gave take the victory, which came five MINDANAO'S BEST PLAYERS FACE third leg of a nationwide elimination sored by Taylor Made, C-Lium Fibre, while Tarver fell to 24-4. 

Dubai's sheiks a second straight weeks after Jazil finished in а the challenge of a horde of Manila- series from Thursday to Sunday Microtel, Tideist Custom Clubmak- — "They got surprised. I could 
win ina classic. dead heat for fourth with Brother based shotmakers led by national (June 15-18). em/KZG, Sunbolt. Media partners have fought in three different 

The 3-year-old Jazil is owned Derek in the Kentucky Derby. team candidates who are flying to ` It will be a power-packed field аз аге Jam 88.3, Wave 89.1, Magic89.9 weight classes four or five 
by Sheik Hamdan's Shadwell Sta- Тһе colt was held out of the Davao City for the resumption this several homegrown aces bannered and 99.5 RI. years ago," said Hopkins who 
ble, while Bernardini is owned by Preakness to prepare for the Bel- week ofthe Samsung Amateur Tour by Jonel Ababa—hero of Can- — They will be contesting the third looked very much like the 
Dubai's Sheik Mohammed. mont and became the fourth -atthe Rancho Palos Verdes Golfand  lubangs PAL Interclub romp last slot to the national grand finals this fighter who reigned as mid- 

Jazil wove his way through the horse in the last seven years to Country Club. February—are out to give the visitors coming November at Mt. Malarayat. dieweight champion for 11 
tightly packed 12-horse field, and take that route to Belmont victo- Mike Bibat and Jay Bayron, mem- а rough welcome in the 72sole Already in are Marvin Dumandan years and 20 fights before his 
Jara angled his bay colt to the ту. The others were Birdstone in bers of the 2005 Southeast Asian competition. who came from behind to tie Bayron two losses to Taylor. 
outside for the stretch run and 2004, Empire Maker in 2003 and Games champion squad, as well as Веп Mifioza, Louie Dakudao and then beat him in a three-hole playoff — Withlessthan 90 seconds left in 
1-length victory in the 1%-mile Commendable in 2000. Gene Bondoc, Mico Alejandro and other members of the Del Monte for the tile at the Baguio County the fifth round, Hopkins landed a 
(2akilometer) Belmont, the “Iwas very confident when he veteran Tommy Manotoc are joining squad as well as Palos Verdes club Club and Bernis who foiled an upset straight right hand that staggered 
longest and most grueling race of was weaving through at the five. the hunt for the championship divi- champ Tibor Marcelino and caddies Б by unknown Paul Echavez in the Tarver, whose left glove touched 
the Triple Crown. cighths pole to the quarter pole,” sion crown at the well-kept Palos standouts Joseph and Mario Labajo second leg at Summit Point in Batan- the canvas in what was ruled a 

“You don't know how 1 feel McLaughlin said. АР Verdes course which is hosting the are also playing in the event co-spon- gas. knockdown, 


a СҮТТҮ FRET A ТАКТ 


SPORTSWATCH 


GUEST PLAYER DANNY CAMBELL AND NEW “Г P — n 
Manila East B aced the 12th hole of the Tagaytay 
Midlands course recently to emerge as the biggest 
winner in the recent Rotary District 3780 “Golf tor 
а Cause.” Cambell, who eventually topped the 
Guest division over Roland Kapunan, won the 
massage chair from OSIM Phils. for his feat. He al- 
so led his team to the overall tile and the PDG Pete 
Morales Jr. Memorial Cup by edging Diliman В, 
117-115. Dillman settled for the Division Il crown. 
The other team winners were Metro West Triangle 
A (Division 1) and Metro West Triangle C (Division. 
IN). Metro West Triangle A beat Quezon City A by 
three points while RC MWT С easily hurdled host 
RO San Francisco del Monte, 113-105. 


Sta. Barbara centennial 
SEVERAL EVENTS WILL BE HELD TO CELEBRATE 
the 100th anniversary of the Sta. Barbara Golf 
Course in ойо next year. The olo Golf and Coun- 
try Club nc, which now manages the oldest golf 
course in the Philippines, wil be organizing the 
events, including the unveiling of a marker by the 
National Historical Institute. Further enhancing the 
significance of the celebration, tne National Golf 
Association ofthe Philippines and the Federation 
of Golf Clubs of he Phils. have declared next year 
as the Centennial Year of Golf in the country. The 
Course was developed in 1907 by Scottish engi- 
neers employed by the Panay Railway Co. to con- 
Struct a steam locomotive system, For inquiries, 
call 632-612-2595 ог (ойо) 6333-523-9779. 


Makiling winner to Sydney 
ASLOT TO THE 30TH SYDNEY CITY TO SURF 
run and an all-expense paid trip to Sydney Aus- 
tralla are up for grabs in the C-Lium Fibre Sth 
Making Challenge, to be staged on July 23 in UP 
Los Baños, Laguna. Cash prizes for other top fin- 
ishers wil also be given away. Sponsored by the 
country’s leading health fibre supplement, the 
race will consist of a 10-km and a5-km run up 
the slopes of the mystical Mt. Makiling. Pre-reg- 
istered participants will receive running singlets 
and trial packs of C-Lium Fibre, the only all natu- 
ral fibre supplement that is 100 percent Psyllium 
Fibre, acknowledged as possibly the best food fi 
bre in the world. Registration is now being ac- 
cepted by the Makiling Campus Runners, the 
event organizer. 


Senior citizens chess reset 
BECAUSE OF A STRONG CLAMOR FOR PARTICI- 
pation coming from northern Luzon and southern 
Mindanao, The First Senior Citizen's Chess Tour- 
nament originally scheduled for June 11 and 12 
at the Marikina Sports Park has been reset to 
June 26 and 27. Roland Santos, Alyansa Senior 
ng Filipinas trustee and tournament director, 
made the announcement yesterday. Over 
P100,000 in prizes, including cash, trophies, 
souvenir items and benefits, plus the NCFP title of 
Senior Master to the eventual winner, are at stake 
in the Active 30-minute per player, per game 
nine-round Swiss System. Players 60 years old 
and above with valid OSCA cards are eligible to 
join. For inquiries, call 9347518 or 09219833388, 


Spencer 5-cocker in Makati 

THE SHOWDOWN OF BIG-TIME COCKERS AND 

атам шош sito те arat Coliseum 

today as the "Spencer 5-cock derby" gets under- 

ma arin pm S eg ae onan 

wit ely Duy aca as excute sponsor Host 

Mita Coote W13 Spars ana Amusement 

Corp. said that aficionados can expect non-stop " 

gon tan Nom siar sh Ete : 
Feu igo Government Warning: 
5-cock derby" set on July 10, 12, 15, 17, 19 and n n 1 

Vues | Cigarette Smoking is Dangerous to Your Health 
faraway provinces. This is due to the huge guar- 

iced raso len pias aam refor 

Escape for the fastest win champlon. Entry fee Is 

ony FIOR Fora eal'898.8473 ан 

per 


Cambell rules Rotary golf à "HR : sai] 
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3rd French Open ti 


PARIS—JUSTINE HENIN-HARDENNE STUCK 
to her winning routine in the French Open fi- 
nal. She glided gracefully across the clay, un- 
leashed her picturesque backhand, pumped 
her fist, shouted “Allez!” and, in the end, 
claimed another championship. 

Henin-Hardenne won her fifth getting very tired with the heat 


Grand Slam title and her third at also.” 


Roland Garros, beating Svetlana She struggled with her 


Kuznetsova, 6-4, 6-4, Saturday. 


renowned backhand early but hit 


Seeded fifth, the Belgian be- big serves on key points and took 
came the first woman to win con- advantage of Kuznetsova's erratic 
secutive titles at Roland Garros forehand. Henin-Hardenne's un- 


since Steffi Graf in 1995-96, and surpassed 


anticipation helped. 


the first to win three French Open too, allowing her to extend 


titles in four years since Graf in lies. 
1993-96. 

"The first win was 
special, obviously” 
Henin-Hardenne 
seid. “Three is a lot. 
Tm joining great 
champions like Steffi 
Graf ог Arantxa 
Sanchez. Im very 
happy" 

Henin-Hardenne 
became the first 
woman to win the ti- 
tle without losing a 
set since Sanchez Vi- 
cario in 1994. And, 
for the third time, 
she won the final in 
straight sets. 

But the victory 
didn’t come easily. to win.” 

On the warmest day of the 


HENIN-HARDENNE 


The men's final Sunday shapes 
tournament, with temperatures up as the match of the year, with 
in the 805 (27-310) under а Roger Federer seeking his fourth 
cloudless sky, the match almost consecutive Grand Slam tide— 


don’t like when the 
ball is coming back 
all the time,” Henin- 
Hardenne said. “And 
that’s what I try to 
do.” 

She saved some of 
her best tennis for 
the final few games, 
winning 11 of 12 
points during one 
stretch. 

"She plays smart," 
said Kuznetsova, 
who fel to 1-11 
against Henin- 
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Hardenne."She mix- JUSTINE Henin-Hardenne reacts after winning a point against 
єз up her game. And Russian Svetlana Kuznetsova, 


its her mentality 
—she believes a lot 
rowon clay. 


became an endurance contest. and his first in Paris—when he tennis, in all sports.” 


Henin-Hardenne looked tired plays defending champion Rafael 


early in the second set and ар. Nadal. 


plied a bag of ice to the back of "I have created a fabulous op- 


her neck during changeovers. 


“Physically I did suffer a lot,” said, “so we'll see if I can make it 


Henin-Hardenne said. "I was be- оой” 
ginning to feel tired in the last 


Federer has won 27 consecu- 
two or three days. I was nervous tive Grand Slam matches; Nadal 
and could not sleep. And I was has won a record 59 matches in a 


“Its a nice match, No. 1 and 
No. 2,” Nadal said. "Hes one of Henin-Hardenne's way on the 
the best of the history He's a su- second point. Kuznetsova won it, 
perstar of the world—not justin but the chair umpire ruled the 


again the queen of clay. 
The match started going 


ball was deflated and ordered the 


Henin-Hardenne has become a point replayed. 
star herself, especially in Paris. 
She speaks often of the tour 
portunity for myself” Federer mentasherfavorite—growing up but was then broken. She lost 
in neighboring Belgium, she at. serve again in the fifth game, 
tended Roland Garros as a child double-faulting twice to fall be- 
with her mother, who died when hind 4-1. The Russian steadied 
Henin-Hardenne was 12. 
And on Saturday she was to hold. АР 


Kuznetsova argued, went оп to 
hold the advantage on her serve 


her strokes and watched rallied 


Unseeded Hallare advances in ‘Copa’ 


UNSEEDED DANIELLE HALLARE 0, 6-0; No. 4 July Javelosa demol- 
rallied past Kimberly Tomacruz, ished Sarina Samson, 6-0, 6-0; No. 
6-3, 5-7, (10-6), yesterday to ad- 5 Joan Therese Opulencia downed 
vance to the next round of the Nadine Castillo, 6-0, 6-1; No. 6 
girls 16-under division of the 7th Martina Rivero outclassed Alyssa 
Copa de Manila Age Group Ten- Mendoza, 6-2, 6-0; and Janine Sal- 
mis Championships at the Rizal gado whipped Laurice Francisco, 


Memorial Tennis Center. 61,61. 
Hallare will next face seventh- 


1 


beat Patricia Orteza, 6-0, 6-1 

In the boys 12-under division, O, Brysl Libao over Arkaine Cordo- 
Martin Rafael Opulencia outlasted уа, 6-1, 6-0, Juan Rodrigo Santos 
Hans Angelo Asistio, 7-6 (4), 4-6, over Margaret Agnes Flores, 6-0, 6- 
(11-4), to join Jurence Mendoza, 0, Jeremiah Latore over Maia 
Carl Anthony Natividad, Jore! Vin- Balce, 6-0, 6-0, Martin Rafael Opu- 
cent Buenaflor, Mustafa Burahan, lencia over Edmond Сапе Jr, 6- 


Paez over Julla Dominisac, 6-3, 6- 


Zainal Burahan and Eugene Alza 0, 6-0, and Joel Atienza over Jade 


In girls 14-under, Pia Tamayo de- іл the next round. 
seeded JV Custodio, who breezed (емей Treena Quimez 6-1, 6-2; 
past Mary Adelaine Flores, 6-0, 6- Rachel Lucero downed Nicole Euge- 
s nio, 6-0, 6-2; Marian Jade Capado- 
In other matches, top seed Bam- са blanked Joana Jean Camay, 6-0, 
bi Zoleta blasted Claudine Cruz, 6- 6-0; and Myona Frances Ramos 


First-round winners in the uni- 
sex 10-under category were Zainul nized by Manila City vice mayor 
Burahan over Hans Go, 6-1, 1-6, and Confederation of Tennis Clubs 
(10-3), Jacob Echague over Miguel Philippines Inc. president Danilo 
Bulaon, 6-2, 62, Patricia Nicole Lacuna will resume on June 17. 


Capadocia, 6-0, 6-1. 
This two-weekend netfest orga- 


Green is healthy. 


So go for the green vitamin E. Alonso gains British Grand Prix pole 


Unlike other vitamin E’s in animal-sourced 
capsules, SQUIBB’ Vitamin E in Vegicap 


softgel capsules are: 


* Made from Vegetable Fibers 


+ Animal-Free 
* Preservative-Free 


For youthful energy, 
amin E in Vegicaps. 


Feel Younger. 
d: Ipha tocopherol 


take SQUIBB’ 


SILVERSTONE, ENGLAND—FERNANDO ALON- 
so captured his fourth consecutive pole of the 
Formula One season and it didn't take long for 
him to share the credit. 

Just after posting the fastest time in qualifying 
for the British Grand Prix Saturday, he thanked 
his Renault team over the car radio. 

“Four times consecutive on pole is fantastic for 
us,” Alonso said. 

'Alonso's Renault had a time of 1 minute, 
20.253 seconds on the 5.1-kilometer (3.2-mile) 
Silverstone circuit. 

Kimi Raikkonen of McLaren, who has finished 
third, second and third in the last three races 


here, came in second with 1:20.397 and Michael 
Schumacher was third in 1:20.574. 

Jt was the 13th career pole for Alonso, who 
has won the last two races and four of seven this 
season. 

“Iwas really pleased to get pole today,” Alonso 
said. “Imade alittle mistake on my first flying lap 
in the super-pole and I knew it was close with 
Michael. So we fitted another set of tires and I 
managed to do a better lap." 

The qualifying was moved up 90 minutes to 
finish ahead of Englands match against 
Paraguay at the World Cup. Fans stayed and 
cheered the English 1-0 victory watching on 


| 
С 


TEAM McLAREN MERCEDES 
CORPORATE PARTNER 


KEEP WALKING X 


JOHNNIE WALKER. { ¥ 


large screens usually reserved for the race. 

Schumacher led the final practice on Saturday 
morning. After a slow start to the season, he has 
been coming on. He won two of the last four 
races, 

“1 did not expect such a gap to the pole time 
but now we have to see what these tenths really 
mean,” Schumacher said. 

“There's no reason not to believe that we have 
a package that can win. But we have to see if we 
can manage.” 

Fourth was Schumacher’ Ferrari teammate Fe- 
lipe Massa, 1:20.764. Jenson Button of England 
failed to make it past the first qualifying test. AP 


Tagaytay nips Taguig 


TAGUIGCITY—BATANGTAGAYTAY Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, Nature's 
clinched the last semifinal seat in the Spring Mineral Water, Spring Cook- 
northern division of the 2006 Guer- ing Oil, Regent Foods, Firely Light- 
rero Brandy-NBC national basket- ings, Molten and Prime Channel. 


the CP Tinga gym here. 


ball championship by nosing out 
Forward Taguig, 77-76, Saturday at em division today with Mayor 


Playoff action starts in the south- 


Lawrence Стиг Iligan Crusaders 


Rodel Mallari played his best hosting the Iloilo Warriors at 6 p.m. 


game of the season so far, banging at the MSU-IIT gym. The winner 
in 27 points, but it was Niño Mar- faces second-seeded Pagadian. 
quezs fourth quarter heroics that The store 


saved the day forthe Tagaytay drib- 
biers of NBC executive vice presi- FnutarB, Caceres 7, биуа 6, Robllos 6, 
dent and Mayor Bambol Tolentino, Reyes 4, Mendoza 2. Gemdo 2 

" just told the boys to hold on 
until the end,” said coach Lito Reguera 9, Abad 7, Dela Rosa 2, Constantino 
Aguilar after Tagaytay posted a 6:5. 2,Lapid?,Castro0, Aon. 


TAGAYTAY T] Malad 27, Narquoz 17, 


TAGUIG-76—Uy25, Legaspi 16, Gahol 13, 


record in the toumey sponsored by Gutters: 1817, 37-33,51-50, 77:78. 
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Kid-sensitive TV 
wins parents’ nod 


RP beauty 
feels she’s 
next Miss U 


By Armin Adina 


Moran won the country's last Miss Uni- 
verse crown. Lia Andrea Ramos said the 
Philippines has waited long enough. 

During the Binibining Pilipinas Charities" 
send-off party for her on Friday, Lian—our 
representative to the Miss О pageant this 
year—said she had "this gut feel" that she'd 
bring home the crown. 

‘The pageant will be held on July 23 in Los 
Angeles, California, where, fortunately, her 
entire family is based. An immense amount of 
support from their Посапо relatives also 
awaits her there, she said. 

During the Bb. Pilipinas pageant last 
March, the 57" beauty romped away with 
most of the special awards—Miss Photogenic, 
Best in Swimsuit, Miss Philippine Airlines and 
Mane and Tail Best Hair Award. A totally sur- 
prising feat for someone who once said join- 
ing pageants was “not my cup of tea.” 

In 2001, she joined her first national 
pageant—and lost. But beauty queen maker 
Jonas Gaffud saw immense potential in the 
neophyte contestant. Gaffud decided it would 
take only proper guidance and training to 
make a winner out of her. 

Five years later, and reaching the maxi- 
mum age limit for Binibining Pilipinas, Lian 
agreed to give it another shot. “Making that 
опе decision at 25, there should be no room 
for regrets later,” said the political science 
graduate of the University of the Philippines. 


I Т5 BEEN 33 YEARS SINCE MARGARITA 


Preparations 

‘The decision proved to be a wise one, of 
course. Outgoing Bb. Pilipinas-Universe 
Gionna Cabrera, Miss Photogenic іп last 
year's Miss U in Thailand, tumed the title over 
toLian, 

То prepare for the big time, Lian had taken 
a break from her work as assistant program 
officer at Asia Foundation-Philippines, a non- 
profit organization committed to developing 
"a peaceful, prosperous, just, and open" Asia- 
Pacific region. 

A team of accomplished women handled 
her training, as well those of her two co-win- 
ners Ana Maris Ірі, Bb. Pilipinas-World; and 
Denille Lou Vamonte, Bb Pilipinas-Interna- 
tional. 

Lian said Miss International 2005 Precious 
Lara Quigaman’s advice was: "Be confident 
and natural, and believe in yourselves. There 
will be a lot of beautiful candidates. You have 
to believe you are as beautiful as those other 
women." 

Several catwalk, makeup and wardrobe 
tricks were also shared by Maricar Balagtas, 
the first Asian to be crowned Miss Globe 
Maan Bayot, winner of special awards in sev 
eral international pageants; and former Miss 
Universe contestants Carla Balingit and Karen 
Agustin. 

Lian also took personality development 
and public speaking lessons at Dale Carnegie 
Yesterday she left for Colombia for additiona’ 
pageant training. Colombian designer Alfre 
do Barraza is designing her pageant 
wardrobe, 

She appealed to all Filipinos: "Please pray 
for me. {will do my best to win the title.” 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


AGAYAN DE ORO CITY-- 
( "It's about time that we, par- 
ents, were given the power 
to pick what shows our children 


should be watching on television,” 
declared actress Boots Anson-Roa, 
spokesperson of the Southeast 
Asian Foundation for Children and 
Television (SEAFCTV). 


BOOTS ANSON-ROA: 


KID-SENSITIVE/A2-3 For “informed viewing. 


Posible na ‘yan sa 
FREE Cars downloads 
only from Globe! 


АЛҮС\.ОЗЕ 


Rev up your phone and get a FREE CARS download 
everyday for 10 days when you activate your new 
Globe Prepaid SIM or load a callcard to your prepaid 
account from June 1-30, 2006. 


Calicard should be worth P100, P300, P500 or P 1,000. 

Initial FREE download will be sent to the subscriber within 10 days 
from activation of a Globe Prepaid SIM or crediting of load to an active 
Globe Prepaid account via callcard. 

See flyers for details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 1460, Series of 2006. 
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‘YOU BORN TODAY: You're a constant optimist. You believe in a better to- 

ACROSS morrow. Your breezy bright energy helps you make frends. Further- A 
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Kid-sensitive ТҮ... sares 


Anson-Roa was speaking to more than a 
hundred parents who participated in the Anak 
TV Seal jury screening and symposium on 
"Child Sensitive Television, hosted by the 
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А 


ENTERTAINMENT 


{ 


| FEEDBACK 
na 


FROM Edwin Sison (joma sison@yahoo.com), 27 Lipton St., 


Quezon City: 


the summit of the Everest? 


Call me naive, short-sighted, whatever. 
But of what benefit is it to me that some Filipinos have reached 


BASED ON DAN BURNSTEIN'S 
NO. 1 NEW YORK TIMES 


PARENTS, along 
with thei 


participate in the 


lenciano, Mikee CojuangcoJaworski Aga 
Muhlach, Emmy Abrera and couple Julius and 
Christine Babao, among others. 

‘The TV plugs remind parents that not all 


jury screening and 
symposium at the 
Pilgrim Catholic 
College. 


BEST- 


ЅЕАЕСТУ. 

Inquirer Entertainment joined Anson-Roa 
and the parent-jurors for an afternoon at the 
Pilgrim Christian College gymnasium here, 
where they discussed kids’ TV viewing habits 
and participated in a survey. 

For five years now, SEAFCTV has been con- 
ducting screenings and surveys all over the 
country to determine which programs viewers 
feel should get the foundation's Anak TV Seal. 

Anak TV Seal is an award bestowed on TV 
programs regarded as child-sensitive, said 
‘Mag Hatol Cruz, SEAFCTV secretary general. 

The screening here—joined by mothers, 
mostly—was only one in a series held yearly 
from February to July. Similar jury screenings 
and symposia are conducted in Visayas and Lu- 
топ, said Cruz. 


KID-SENSITIVE/A2-6 
solves out 
the puzzli 
and take 
on the 
controversies. 


CE 


Uny R-13 | STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP 


Feeling guilty 

“We should practice guided and informed 
viewing in every household,” Anson-Roa 
pointed out. 

During the symposium, Joan, a young 
mother, admitted that she felt guilty she did 
not have time to keep an eye on what her child 
watched on TV Joan said she spent most of her 
time managing the family business. 

From the crowd, Anson-Roa found 10-year- 
old Titos, who claimed he hardly watched TV 
"That makes him a unique boy" Anson-Roa 
noted. “Most children have misplaced values 
because of watching the wrong kinds of 
shows.” 

Around 10 television sets were mounted in 
the gym. The screening session began with TV 
plugs from SEAFCTV spokespersons Gary Va- 


М 2-TIME ACADEMY AWA: 
JONATHAN 
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BEST AIRLINE TO ASIA | @akutrax 
Tani нен obe mara | 2 


by Trave Weekly Ed 


International Supersavers 


_. See more places. Share more stories. 


Be pampered by the airline that has received the Skytrax Economy Class Onboard Service Excellence award in 2006. For more information, 
please call (632) 5259404-08 (Manila), (63-32) 2320905/2336817 (Cebu), your travel agent or log on to www.malaysiaairlines.com 


ت اب ب ia " а‏ 


Return fares 
from Manila & Cebu 
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Destinations Return fares 


from Manila & Cebu 


Return fares 
from Manila & Cebu 


Destinations Destinations 


Australia & New Zealand 

‘Adelaide USD440 — 
Auckland 050550 
USD440 f 
USD440 
USD410 
USD440. 


India Europe 
Frankfurt 


London* 


USD670 
USD670 
USD670 
USD670 
USD670 
USD670 


' USD450 ` 
050450 
USD450 
USD450 
USD450 


Bangalore 
Chennai 
Delhi 
Hyderabad 
Mumbai 


Brisbane, Paris 
Rome 
Stockholm 


Zurich 


Melbourne 
Perth 
1 


Sydney China 


Beijing di 
Chengdu 
Guangzhou 


i 
South Africa | 
USD440 | 
Cape Town* USD600 i 

USD440 j 
Johannesburg* USD600 3 
1 
i 
H 
4 


Japan 


Fukuoka USD550 - 
USD550 
USD550 


USD550 


A ч 


usD440 1 [ 
USD440 
USD440 
USD440 


e a. < 


Nagoya 
Osaka 


America 
Los Angeles 
New York 


Kunming 
Shanghai 
Xiamen 


USD610 


Tokyo USD630 
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Going beyond expectations 


TERMS & CONDITIONS: Reservations: Wait and open dated uchet not permitte Subject 10 seo awang Trave репой. Eflecve mmeditely until 31 July 2006, Europe ffette uni 30 June 2006. Travel to be completed by 31 му 2006 Fare: Adult on. Child pays adult fare. 
Refund: All ехо leue are not refundable. Rerouting: Hot petted. Other charges: The promotional fares are not chr of fci surcharge, insurance & aepor tax and other appikable charges. Othar terms and conditions apply: Blach cut para: 26 May 11 June 2006 extet or арап. 
"Tho promotional fares тө these destinations are valid only on the following Mghis Johannesburg & Cape Town + MHIGSIMINZDA London - MHOQUIMHOO? 
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TEESE Katharine McPhee to 
ne sell you've only begun r 


to break the code 


By Kathryn Fatima Reyes where Over the Rainbow” in 


баг Rom Howard à 
i rien her CD single. The song, from — T 
1 OMEWHERE OVER "Wizard of Oz,” carried her INQUIRER 
the rainbow... the through to the season's finals, EXCLUSIVE 


here she faced eventual win- 
dream that you dare ү, 
› d ner Taylor Hicks in the final 
sti Il showing to dream really do come m 
true.” ‘The 22-year-old Kat just inked a 
at Robinsons Movieworld Katharine McPhee's dream record deal with producer Clive KATHARINE McPhee: 
has come true. This year's Davis. In a recent conference call Itis sald that Steven 
“American Idol” x (arranged by Star World) she said Spielberg has asked to 
she wanted to include “ - she wanted to make a рор album. meet her. ” 


galleria * metro east * nov alt hes 
sta. rosa * dasmarinas * in 
starmills, pampanga * bacolod * iloilo 


MTRCB > G A AGES ARE ADMITTED 


MTRCB Rating: R-18 


Dy, Tor SCREENING SCHEDULES, 
2 pls call our CINEMA ACCISS: 
or visit us: www.robinsonsmor ieword.c 


THE DAVINCI CODE 


NOW SHOWING 


mife »Ф | ALL AGES ADMITTED 


Keanu Reeves 
Sandra Bullock 


Her CD singer, due for release on 

June 27, includes... guess what” 

Hor da you hold en to someone yun And also the song, "My Destiiy 

" ‘which was written for her and 

rua ums wad ae erre reo which she performed for the first 
ore. OPENS JUNE 14. & time on stage during the finale. 

Less than a month later, this 

gorgeous girl from Sherman 

Oaks, California has clinched im- 

ARANETA CENTER portant singing jobs outside. o: 


"Idol." She is singing with Italian. 


ч G tenor Andrea Bocelli in three о! 
Gateway мды. мента | Seager 


‘She enthused, "I just love wak 


E ing up and having people there 
"reme Gees DIL IEDs paperin kan of me 
and [saying], ‘Okay, you're doing 


T шй this.’ Thats just so exciting to be 
CARS INSIDE MAN OMEN 666 АЩ busy and to get paid for doing 


202001420170019:30 | 115140076457930 | 1200/230/800/7:30/ 1000 @ - stuff that you love.” 


TAKE THE LEAD MANAY PO | THE DA VINCI CODE EB О Do you have some things 
1013301640190 E s 1230/3401650 1100 mapped out... like, who you're 


BENCH WARMERS 3 going to work with on your al 
pepe’ X-MEN 3 OMEN 666 bum and what's going on it? 
FAILURE TO LAUNCH | rp0y30075201740/1000 | 188142516361925 Thaven’t thought about [those 

1690/8001 1000 Л 
things] yet. But I definitely love 
Diane Warren. I'm a big. fan vi 


Mima CINEMAS her stuff and want us to get w» 


gether and maybe start: writing 


OMEN 666 THE DA VINCI CODE X-MEN 3 Sone su one es 
1255/ 325/585/830 1210125515407825 20715006 [| what's the album going to be 


CARS ALL ABOUT LOVE NGO KG DDS = 


5 : E 1 ke Top 
Distributed by: Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 1930/300/5201800 1210 ISI L15/340]605/830 Macs wx Î nans 


For deker inquiries please callTicketNer at 911-5555 or log on to wwwalcketnetcomph | Jazzy stuff with all the standare 
Twould do that more as a theme 
MTRCB р G „273505. | ALL AGES ADMITTED ARANETA COLISEUM album. 


А fe f fellow finalis 
2006 WORLD SLASHER CUP | THE CASCADES WORLD TOUR 2006 | sers soma reve when 


leaving the show. Does being 
JUNE 13, 15 & 17 | JUNE 16, Friday Врт runner-up give you-a little 


more freedom, less pressure? 
‘Absolutely. I was so at peace 

with whatever was going to hap 
pen, even before Taylor and 1 hud 
our top-two showdown. There 
are so many things I want to «v» 


IT иш. ENTIRELY TOUCH other than music. 
YOUR HEART AND SOUL.” How did you feel about Simon 


hod White, Daly TRIBUNE. Cowell unofficially declaring 


Ы Taylor Hicks the winner before 
-...ТНЕ ULTIMATE MESSAGE OF results night? 


HOPE THAT IS GENUINE AND 1 thought to myself, Таун, 
STIBRINE.” ciis rto \ wins, that's what was meant 


“A CAPTIVATING MOVIE THAT be. But I did [wonder]; may he 
MAKES YOU SMILE, LAUGH AND ү my fans will vote morë; Lo 


2 یی‎ actually get to sit down wi 
катчы some of my fans. They wee 


like, "We voted fours hous 
straight.” 


ALL ABOUT LOVE 
iors | 


How nervous were yoi 
finals night? 

1 was definitely nervous, es: 
cially when the results came in. 
just... something 1 couldnt cor 
trol. I didn't expect anything, Iwas 
really happy to just be there iina 
represent the West Coast'as in 
only giri єп the competion 


Did Steven Spielberg really ask 
to meet with уои? 25 

Well, there's not really mu ^ 1 
can divulge about that. All 1 
say is, if anything, it's proba 
[going to be] just а meetir 
nothing hasbeen clarified. 


What's been the best thing. su 
far, about being famous? 

The fact that.1 get really un, 
clothes to wear and stuff че. 
that. l'm such a girly girl» 

How does it feel to continue to 
work with the other finalists 


‘\ 


(0 onov 2.2006 [AVE] 
ing with Andrea Bocelli HETES 


CLNEMA 
on the "American Idol" tour? О", 


Tt feels great. We're such a fun Rockwell Center, Makati BTA. No: 8981440-41 umoo 
group, There are so many differ- HEBEEEER 


ent personalities, like from 

OPENS WEDNESDAY! тн fears 
great show—that’s what it's real- | IN MORE 100 THEATERS NATIONWIDE 1524 , 1125205445, 
эга: MIREG we €x maa, [ALL AGES ADMITTED. TAS, 7251005 


Who are you dating? арек» 

Tra noi going to answer that. RAMON "BONG" REVILLA Jr. ; 
(nouae “Entertainment later AI-AI DE LAS ALAS PRECIOUS LARA QUIGAMAN OMEN 666 
learned from various websites (Ms. international 2003) 3 
that Kat did have a boyfriend, 1:103 30,550, 
41-year-old Nick Cokas.) de. 80,1030 


"Who among the finalists do 

you most enjoy working with? 
Treally love Chris. He's always E ў 

been really fun and easy going. ч | оввовововов 

Mandisa is always great to work Б 

wih because shes jst s posk CRIME GREENHILLS, CINEMAS 

tive all the time and is always x 

laughing. And I just like to be d Я [TH EAXEREZMAE| 

around people that are, overall, 1 kaa SIN a 

very positive and makes things 

more fun than they really are. 


But everyone was so great. a TE THe 
ў пене 

What will you do with your { | | & ` 7 
money—are you newly rich? g G poni 

1 dont even know if Im rich. [s | 
But 1 really would love to have ry PS PR RO. OME NAD 
‘own place. Right now, Pm still liv- i dea di 
ing with the "Idols." I hope to be mane pili 
going home to my own apart- 
ment. I'm 22; it's time to move 
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dn 7 Wis (Net Once But Turco) | 
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THE INSIDE MAN 
лла. 298.540, 628,115 
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ANNA een At the Activity Center 


X-MEN: THE Customer Seve text hon: 097 6095900 Alabang Town Conter- B42 2782; om 10am to Bpm 
“THE OMEN А ` wes Gusiomer Service Numbers: Собеба- 7527272: trom 10am fo Вит Ayala Genter Cobu - (032) 231 5342 loc 324 
a ma е Groscbel -752 4853. kom {1am io 12mn Макей Markel -886 7519 


CARS nanasa 


GLORIETTA TOWN 


gpl echo mater ness pon 
X-MEN: THE LAST STAND 2 3 June 23 to 25, 2006. 
S. 5 THE OMEN ү! CEN’ N 
NM Жж a Aud MARKET! MARKET! 
UD d now pan] 
PG ТЕ БАр, ТД RSTA |5 а ане Kulokabido.com Modia Forum Alaska Yamoo: The Super Good Drink 


mani so pue бишер sa or Super Good Kids! 
: zm X : E June 12, 2008 


CARS 2 INSIDE MAN 


E Regerds Croises: Partepace / Parisstreet Exhibit 
THE OMEN 4 TAKETHELEAD -|5 X-MEN: THE LAST STAND 2 “June to 21/ Greenbelt 3 Lobby - 


“13 ranureto А aquamarine TW The preci spol for concerts, siage plays A corporate events 
VAUNER REN 


Onstagés la now accepting bookings for June to July 2008 
For inquiries, pis. сай 752-7062 of T57 3862. 
eee 
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ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 
CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


MONDAY; 
JUNE 12, 2006 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


FRENCH FILM 
FESTIVAL 


MEN 666 
TRGB: R-13 
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 


О INSIDE MAN 
TRCB PG-13 
345, 4°90, 7.15, 1000. 


MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA Р 6329116 


1 THE DA VINCI CODE * THX 6 CHAOS 
1230 340 650 1000 ^ — 1220 245 510 735 1000 


2CARS 7 X-MEN 3 
1140 235 450 725 1240 300 520 740 


CARS 
rece. oP 
1140.2 18. 4 50. 7:25. 10.00 


TAKE THE LEAD / XMEN 3| 
25.635 1 400.910 


TREE POS 
Moves and shadi are subject to change wer prior roca 


Catch the Cineplex Special 


Catch the French Flim Festival 2006 at the Shang Cineplex 
from June 9-181 Celebrate French Spring as you enjoy 
а selection of critically acciaimed films, | e Rivera. Blood Bank 
(12nn). Chidren of Paradise (2.40 pm) Indio Nacional (6pm) 
and Me and My Sister (10pm) at the Cinema 1 
Tickets are a! PSO! person. 
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The EE 
Perfect Gift 


(048) 862-2128 
(040) 416-4332. 


(046) 675-3438. 
(048) 471-8108. 


(034) 441-0453 
(034) 441-0450. 


Al'Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats ir 


T—— m Ser Departmen 7-965 to loa ın 15 


Get Special discounts fx volume purchases! 


(045) 832-2348. 


(045) 875-1927 
(045) 981-5270 


4033) 336-8070. 
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5 THE INSIDE MAN 
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Center Mall Cinema 
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Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(Calamba) tel (049) 545.7383 


1 manay po 
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Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mal! 
(Bonan) tel. (049) 4111146 


MANAYPO 
CARS 

MEN 3 

ALL ABOUT LOVE 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
(Urdaneta) t075) 568.4772, 


ALL ABOUT LOVE 
MANAY PO 
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Cinema 2000 Metrotown 
(айас te (045) 982.1728 
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ALL ABOUT LOVE 
Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
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Lianas Cinema 


X-MEN-3 
ROUAMARINE 

Lianas Cinema 
(Alabang) tel 850-1216 
POSEIDON 

SENSES 

BANDEDAS 

DALAGITA 

Lianas MovieCity 
(Calan) tet (089) 545.7202 
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MENS 
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Fiesta World Mall 
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MANAY PO 
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From page A2-3 


programs are suitable 
for child viewing, and 
that guidance is need- 
ed so kids understand 
what they see on TV. 

The jurors were di- 
vided into several 
groups and given sur- 
vey sheets to accom- 
plish. 

Each group was as- 
signed to watch one 
program. The jurors 
were asked to watcha 
few minutes of the 
program and write 
down his observo 
tions. They then rated. 
the show against a 
scale of 1 to 10, with 
10 being the highest 
grade. 

According to Cruz, 
TV programs go 
through various lev 
els of evaluation. Sec- 
ond level judging is 
done by psycholo- 
gists, advertisers and 
other professionals 
who scrutinize pro: 
grams from various 
vantage points such 
as moral slant, artistic 
merit, educational 
content, cultural rele- 
vance. 


Mom congress 

Programs that pass 
the second level are 
then endorsed to the 
$ЕАРСТУ bourd, 
which formally de 
dares them winners 
of the Anak TV Seal. 

Earlier, at the Min 
danao” Polytechnic 
State College, Anson: 
Roa and SEAFCIV 
president Ed Roces 
took part in the first 
“SuperMom's 
Congress.” 

Anson-Roa and Ro 
ces spoke with the 
members of the Su. 
permom's Club, an 
organization that 
works to empower 
women, especially 
mothers. The club, 
under the aegis of 
Southem Broadcast 
ing Network, is also in 
cities like Cebu, Ba 
colod, Davao, Tarlac 
and Naga. 

“You tell us which 
programs are good 
for your children. Its 
your right, and not ot 
the TV networks. 
Roces told a group ot 
over a thousand. "To 
gether, we can change 
the landscape of Tv 

The event had tor 
its theme, "Mother as 
Prime Mover of Char 
acters in Families 

Anson-Roa ho 
took part in awarding 
“Talamdong Inahan 
(Bukod-tanging tna 
citations to 10 exem. 
plary mothers. Ihe 
award, concepual 
ized by Superniom's 
Club, is given Annual 
ly to women герти 
of Cagayan de (io 
City, 


youn, ENTERTAINMENT ГУД movietime. 


Your life д5 & movie 


Not that big a deal 


LAST JUNE 5, ABS-CBN LAUNCHED ITS NEW 
evening game show, “Kapamilya, Deal Or No 
Deal,” with Kris Aquino as host. 

The show enables contestants to win as much 
as P2 million, but is inherently not all that exciting 
because it depends mostly on plain luck. Heres 
how itworks: 

‘Twenty-six lovely ladies each cary in a brief- 
cage that contains a figure running from as low as 
Pl to as high as the P2 M top pot 

‘The celebrity contestant selects one of the brief- 
cases, and is sequentially able to open the remain- 


VIEWFINDER 


Айй 


Nestor U. Torre 


families, as well as a number of the fight con- 
trollers, who assumed the same roles in the film, 

Destined for the Capitol Dome in Washington 
DC, Flight 93 failed to reach its target, because 
passengers and crew worked heroically as a team 
to foil the hijackers. 

‘Advance word on the movie has been resound- 
ingly positive. USA Today: “Undeniably the mast cap- 
tivating fim released this year" Roling Stone: А 
monumental achievement that sands above any fim 
in 2006” The Chicago Tribune: ‘Absolutely extraor- 
dinary" News of the World: "Heartstopping cinema” 


ing containers, in dimin- 
ishing batches of six, 
five, four three and two. 

‘As the briefcase are 
орёпей, the amounts 
they contain are taken 
out of contention. The 
contestant is lucky ifthe 
revealed amounts are 
small, because that 
means that his chances 
of winning big improve. 

Dn the other hand, if 
thé big amounts are se- 
quentially taken out of 
contention, the contes- 
tant gets worried, be- 
cause that means that, 
after all is said and done, 
he could go home with 
P1,000—or even less 

"То make things more 
eventful, there's a sil- 
houetted Banker who 
periodically calls Kris up 
to offer a certain 
amount for the un- 
known contents of the 
contestants briefcase. 

As of last viewing 
however, the Banker 
has been less than lav- 
ishly generous, with his. 
biggest bid to date just 
P107,000. 

Since the Bankers 
offers arent ай that en- 
ticing, contestants are 
tempted to keep play- 
ing, with mixed results. 

"The fist contestant, 
May Rivera, won only 
P50,000 after all that 
wear and tear, while the 
second contestant, Rico 
Robles, opted to serde 
for the P107,000 that 
the Banker offered him 
for his briefcase. 

—A good thing, too, 
because it tumed out 
that the case actually 
contained only P150! 

As you can see, luck is 
the shows primary com- 
ponent. A contestant is 
lucky if the briefcase he 
chooses contains a huge 
amount; he's unlucky if 
it holds only a few hun- 
dred pesos and he opts 
to hold on toit instead of 
"selling" its contents to 
the “Banker” 

This being the case, 
“Deal or No Deal" isnt 
all that spellbinding and 
empathetic, because 
much of each shows fi- 
nal outcome is decided 
by the contestants ini- 
tial choice of briefcase. 

As a result, the im- 
pact of а specific 
"round" depends great- 
ly on the contestants 
personality, and his abil- 
ity to elicit viewers in- 
terest and empathy. 

This is partly en- 
couraged by the con- 
testant’s financial 
needs, which stoke and 
intensify his determi- 
nation to win big. 

However, since prac 
tically every contestant 
has money problems, 
their needs soon cancel 
each other out, so view- 
ers’ interest is elicited 
mostly by the contes 
tants personality. 

‘Thus far, that hasn't 
been a strong incentivi 
so the game shows em- 
pathy factor has re- 
mained low. 

‘Host Kris Aquino 
does her level best to 
energize the proceed- 
ings, but the game 
shows format limits her 
effectivity. There are 
just so many different 
‘ways to say "open the 
briefcase!”, after all. 


"United 93° 
"UNITED 93,” a spell- 
binding film that metic- 
ulously dramatizes true 
events as the fate of the 
fourth hijacked plane 
unfolded on Sept. 11, 
2001, will be screened 
‘worldwide staring July 
5. 
Director Paul Green- 
("The Boume 
Identity”) had the full 
support of the victims’ 


ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2001. 
FOUR PLANES WERE HIJACKED. 
THREE OF THEM REACHED THEIR TARGET. 
THIS IS THE STORY OF THE FOURTH. 


"UNFORGETTABLE" 
KKK KCK “ASTOUNDINGLY INTENSE” 
“ABSOLUTELY EXTRAORDINARY” 


"RIVETING" "POWERFUL" 
KAKA 


“IT'S THE FIRST WORK 
“А MEMORIAL TO 


INSPIRED BY 

SEPTEMBER 11 

TO ASCEND TO THEIR HEROIC 

THAT SPECIAL ACTIONS, A PRECISE 
THOROUGH AND 
UNSENTIMENTAL 


STRATOSPHERE OF 
ART RESERVED FOR 
RECORD, FILLED WITH 
INDELIBLE IMAGES 


THE ABSOLUTELY 
EXTRAORDINARY.” 
THAT WILL PROVE 
HARD TO FORGET.” 


JULIA KELLER, THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
GLENN WHIP, LA. DAILY NEWS 


“UNFORGETTABLE” 


DAVID EDWARDS, DAILY MIRROR. 


From the Acclaimed Director of 
"THE BOURNE SUPREMACY’ 
and "BLOODY SUNDAY" 


"UNITE p- 
MUST BE 
SEEN" 
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ас Ос 


“АН 1 AMERICAN HAUNTING 


THE LIVING NIGHTMARE OF ELIZABETH ‘BETSY’ BELL 


ELIZABETH (Betsy) BELL SUFFERED A GREAT DEAL FROM THE BELL 
WITCH DEMON THROUGH ACTS OF PHYSICAL ABUSE BY HAVING HER HAIR 
PULLED AND GETTING SLAPPED AND PINCHED TO THE POINT THAT HER FACE 
AND ARMS WERE COVERED WITH WELTS AND BRUISES. THE INCIDENT WAS 
WITNESSED AND DOCUMENTED BY HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE, AMONG THEM 
was ANDREW JACKSON, THE 7TH PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED STATES. 


IT HAPPENED IN 1818 
NOW IT'S HAPPENING AGAIN 


AN AMERICAN 


HALINTING 


THE BELL WITCH STORY 
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NOW SHOWING 


GARFIELD IS BACK AT SM CINEMAS 
Celebrate the grand arrival of our 
lasagna-loving friend at SM Cinemas 


Meet-and-Greet Garfield 


June 13 (Tuesday) 


Southmall 1:00 a.m. 
Sucat 1:00 p.m. 
Bicutan 3:00 


June 14 (Wednesday) Mall of Asia 11:00 p.m. 


June 15 (Thursday) 


Juno 17 (Saturday) 


Manila 


Bacoor 11:00 a.m. 
Dasmariñas 1:00 p.m. 
Molino 3:00 p.m. 

Sta. Rosa 5:00 p.m. 


The Podium 7:00 p.m. 


Garfield Megatour 


June 17 (Saturday), 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
SM Megamall Bldg. A 
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c) Ке Carpet Premiere 
TONIGHT 
<) SM май of Asia* Cinema 3 


“This RED CARPET PREMIERE is sponsored by 
Cheeky Curls & PIPOL Fish Chips 8 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


WHAT HAPPENS TO SHOW BIZ 
bikini babes when summer is over 
and the party people leave Bora- 
cay? 

They сапу on wear- 
ing bikinis, thats 
what. 
in Metro RUSHES 
Manila. 

At parties in 
spiffy restau- 


rants. 
Take Viva Hot Babe Sheree and 


Maui Taylor, shown here at Man- 
wal magazine's summers end 
party last week at Fiamma in 
Makati City. 

Actually, the girls modeled 
bikinis and flipflops during the 
party, They reportedly caused a 
traffic jam on Jupiter Street. You 

think anyone minded? 


Before & after 


after—guess which is which—the 


Posible ‘yan mga ka-tropa sa BIGGEST and ONLY 
Youth Song Festival sa Pilipinas! 


«Greenhills Shopping Center. cac m d amateur colege bands, tuos ra ng deme ng inyong orci song 


57 i Kantabataan Secretariat 
hg. иіре ia иттей Йери) ia eves 2.000 states жиеш, Р.О. Box M-073 MPO 


Segment Marketing, 
decane ey, the et йөр (итеш! ий үт beter Mandaluyong Municipal Building, 1501 Mandaluyong City 


experience na але 


Win cash prizes para sainyo at sa school kakaibang road to fame na ‘tot 


‘n'yol Mag-star sa sarling music video, 


scien за banda ng ayan, ^| Text KANTA to 
Rivermaya 2346 for FREE 


к & Sony Ericsson E ixl] 


mD—— Pausan 


This is Bea Alonzo before and * , ri. 


| 
| 
i 


“SUPERMAN” 
Brandon Routh 


MERYL Streep 


ad shoot for 
Céleteque skin care 
line. Bea was the ide- 
l subject, we heard 
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a.m. call slip. 


Super... gay! 

Los ANGELES 
—After weeks of In- 
ternet buzz that the 
new Superman 


| movie portrays the 


Man of Steel as gay, 
the director of the 


film, Bryan Singer, 
{ has issued a strong 

denial, saying, “[Su- 
{ perman] is probably 
| the most heterosexu- 
B al character in апу 
| movie Ive ever 
| made.” 


So he wears a leo- 


[| card and flies around 


in a red cape. Big 
deal, Singer said, 
noting Spider-Man 
wears tights. The X- 
Men do too, and they 
arent gay. Singer 
ought to know, he di- 
rected 20005 “X- 
Men” movie and 
2003s "X2: X-Men 


H United.” ^ Reuters 


COSTUME design- 
er Patricia Field (Em- 
my Award winner for 


J| “Sex in the City"), on 


her work in “Devil 


jİ Wears Prada”: 


“Hopefully, we can 
expect Meryl Streep 
looking beautiful, 
which was one of the 
most exciting part of 
this project for me, I 
felt that was my mis- 


| Talking to herself 


JENNIFER love 
Hewitt, after her teles 
vision series, "The 
Ghost Whisperer": 
"Tm really talking to 
myself a lot these 
days." 


Like a guy 
LINDSAY Lohan, on 
relationships: "Ive Бе: 
come like the guy. 
lately, 1 just cannot be 
їп а monogamous re- 
lationship.” 
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Banks' bad loans rose to P154B in end-April 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BAD LOANS OF 


percent 


banks rose to 8.24 per- ported. 


BSP says level remains manageable at 8.24% of total loans 


Philippine commercial BESTS , ргїм de эщ it noted that the banking at 8.26 percent due to banks’ in NPL ratio was driven by the went up by 1.4 percent, leading 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas re- 


system was able to maintain a amended NPL and total loan slowdown in interbank lending to a reduction in the NPL ratio to 
single-digit NPL ratio for nearly a portfolio figures. activities that brought the indus- 9.95 percent from 9.99 percent in 


a The BSP explained that total year now and that the NPL ratio In peso terms, the NPLs trys total loan yortfolio lower by the previous month. 
cent of their total Out- Joans sontracted while the soured as of end-Apri this year was 3 amounted to Р15411 bilion 19 percent, т ро as the 09- — Meanwhile, the ratio of re 
standing loans as of porion inched up, resuling in percentage points beter than the aginst the toral loan portfolio of percent increase im NM the Эшен бш to total loans 
end-April, up from the the month-on-month increase in 11.24 percent ratio a year ago. P1.87 trillion as of end-April this BSP explained. climbed to 5.33 percent from a 
pri the non-performing loans (NPL) The BSP also revised the end- year, Excluding interbank lending, month ago' 5.2 percent, Restrue- 


eight-year low of 8.01 ratio. 
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(Gee stock market report on Page B6) 


Stocks seen headed lower 


STOCK PRICES ARE STILL EXPECTED TO 
head south over Jitters as to the direction of 
interest rates this month. 

However, some fund managers sald the 
markets selloff last week might open buying 
windows for bargain hunters. 

The market Is closed today as the country 
celebrates Independence Day. 

Investors last week bore the brunt ofa 
downtrend In global markets, which sent the 
Philippine Stock Exchange Index (PSE!) low- 
er by 6.3 percent or 144.67 points to 
2,159.50. 

"Tha bad news is the sell-off had left a 
negative Imprint on tha market. The negative 
psychological Impact of the selloff could re- 
main imbedded on the minds of Investors, 
who are expected о shy away from equltles 
Investments for the meantime,” AB Capital 
Securities sald In a weekly market note. 

AB Capital added that markets abroad 
were hobbled by uncertainties on the fate of 
interest rates. 

"The consensus view Is that interest rates 
ага on the way up. One key event that in- 
vestors are walting for Is the next US Federal 
Open Market Committee meeting, which will 
beat the end of the month, This could create 
a cloud of lingering uncertainty as ме ae still 
three weeks away from the next Fed meeting. 
“Technically, the main composite Index ls try- 
ing to hold off tha selling and stay above Its 
critical one-year moving average at 2,100," 
AB Capital sald, 

The brokerage added that the interest rate 
contagion similarly brought the peso lower In 
the past four weeks. The peso hita 6-month 
low of 53.25 to a dolar last weak. 

‘Joseph Roxas, president at Eagle Equitis 
Inc., said the markat also fell sharply last 
week after the reported downgrade by US- 
based investment bank JP Morgan of the 
Philippine governments debt paper to "neu- 
tral from "overweight" due to statements 
mada by the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
(BIR) that ts collection target for the year 
‘was too high. 

A "neutral rating denotes a recommenda- 
tion that Investors hold oft plans to buy or 
sell the bonds, An Yoverwelght” assessment 
recommends buying them. 

"(Last week) thare was foreign selling on 
concerns over US Interest rates and ia pos- 
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March NPL ratio, earlier reported “The month-on-month change the industry's total loan portfolio BANKS'/B2 
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Never go beyond 11.5%” 


GUARANTEED! 


With METROBANK METROHOME RATE PROTECT PLUS 
you can have the flexibility of annual repricing and enjoy rates 
as low as 9% p.a;** without going beyond 11,596 p.a.* for the first 5 years. 
On the 6th up to the 10th year of the loan, enjoy fixed pricing at 11.596 p.a.” 
So don't be nailed at a higher rate for ten years from day one. 
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By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS 
expects to end the year with a balance- 
of-payments surplus of $2 billion, ex- 
ceeding its conservative target of $1.6 
billion, on robust export earnings and 
inflows from overseas Filipino workers. 

This outlook was despite the BOP 
deficit of $277 million incurred for 
the month of April due to debt servic- 
ing outflows, the first shortfall seen 
this year 

"We expect to exceed the $1.6-bil- 

lion target based on continued OFW 
(inflows) and exports, which are 
much stronger than originally antici- 
pated notwithstanding volatilities in 
recent weeks,” BSP Deputy Governor 
Diwa Guinigundo said. 


FOR INQUIRIES & 
RESERVATIONS, CONTACT 
CUT UNLIMITED, INC. 

Unit 2007, 20, Prestige Tower, 
F Origas ave. (formerly Emerald 
Ave. Ortigas Си, Pasig City 
Tel +62228870684, 6872955, 
6872213, 6873292 

Fax 463.2 8670804 

Email cut@pacificnetph 
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“We continue to see sustained in- 
flows of portfolio and equity invest- 
ments and then, of course, the nation- 
al government will borrow so they 
(fiscal managers) will be able to fi- 
nance their requirements,” he ex- 
plained. 

The country’s four-month BOP re- 
‘mained in a surplus of $1.84 billion de- 
spite the deficit in April because of the 
surpluses in earlier months, particular- 
ly in January when the Philippines sold 
$2.1 billion worth of global and euro 
bonds in the offshore capital market. 

The BOP measures the foreign ex- 
change transactions between the do- 
mestic economy and the rest of the 
world. Its major components are the 
current account and the capital and 
financial account. 
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BUSINESS 
Bangko Sentral sees $2-B 
BOP surplus this year 


The current account records trade 
in goods and services as well as cash 
transfers such as from overseas work- 
ers, while the capital and financial ac- 
counts include foreign investment 
flows. 

‘Any transaction which gives rise to 
a payment by a Philippine resident 
like importation and debt servicing is 
a deficit item in the BOP while any 
transaction which gives rise to a re- 
ceipt like exporting or inward remit- 
tance isa surplus item. 

The BOP surplus of $1.6 billion 
projected by the BSP for this year is 
conservative versus the inflows seen 
so far this year and the $2.4-billion 
actual surplus posted last year. In the 
first two months of the year when the 
BSP first made the $1.6-billion sur- 

plus projection, the 

actual surplus was al- 
ready at $2.03 bil- 
lion. 

Aside from a possi- 
ble slowdown in de- 
mand for electronics 
abroad, the BSP was 
then bracing for Jess 
OFW inflows due to 
certain risks such аз 
the stricter imple- 
mentation across the 
globe of anti-money 
laundering measures 
and immigration 
policies. 

Та the case of in- 
flows of hot money or 
foreign portfolio in- 
vestments in stocks 
and peso-denominat- 
ed government secu- 
rities, the country 

{ had seen slower in- 
flows so far this year 
compared to last 
year. 

The government's 
front-loading of for- 
eign borrowings 
swelled the BOP sur- 
plus in the first two 
months of the year 
but some of those in- 
flows were pro- 
grammed to be used 
to retire debts later 
this year, thus reduc- 
ing the BOP surplus 
by year's end. 
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EASTERN 


Be a business partner of the 
country’s fastest growing 
oil company. 


EASTERN PETROLEUM CORPORATION, one of the country’s 
top 500 corporations in sales, is looking for business partners 
to operate fast moving products in strategically located 

gasoline stations at the following growth areas: 

А. Mabini Avenue, Caloocan City, Metro Manila 
Elisco Road, Kalawaan, Pasig City 
F. Manalo, Pasig City 

City Hall Compound, Marikina City 
Barangay San Guillermo, Morong, Rizal 
Aniban Ill, 
San Nicolas 3, Bacoor, Cavite 
Barangay Sapang Putol, Ildefonso, Bulacan 


Barangay Sapaloc, Apalit, Pampanga 
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7/F Cityland Pasong Tamo Tower, #2210 Don Chino Races Ave., Makati City 
Tel. Nos.: 817-5639 * 817-6443 • 817-6445 or visit us at www.ensternpetroleum.com.ph 
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Free lunches can make sense 


AS A FORMER ECONOMIC OFFICIAL MYSELF, 
Tused to say—half tongue-in-cheek—that I had 
given up on our current generation of Filipinos, 
and would rather focus my energies on the next 
опе, namely our children and youth. You can't 
teach old dogs new tricks, as the saying goes. 
Changing the deeply ingrained bad habits and 
attitudes of us adult Filipinos—and that means 
every one of us above 25 years old or so—often 
feels like an impossible dream. And so we look 
for hope to the “successor generation,” the 
young people who will take over the leadership 
of the country in the not-too-distant future, and 
hope that they would be the ones to turn this 
country around. 


Elusive MDGs 

Trouble is, current trends bring me to an 
alarming observation: We could be throwing 
that hope away given the way we are failing 
to take care of that successor generation. Sal- 
vation from the "hope of the fatherland,” as 
our national hero described them, would not 
come automatically It is up to us adults to en- 
able our successors to bring forth that hope. 

Thus, it worries me a great deal to learn 
that in many (if not most) areas of the coun- 
try, we are headed for failure in attaining the 
Millennium Development Goals. The MDGs 
comprise eight goals pledged by world lead- 
ers in the historic UN Millennium Summit to 
be achieved by 2015. These are the eradica- 
tion of extreme poverty and hunger, achiev- 
ing universal primary education, eliminating 
gender disparities in education, reducing 
mortality rate of children under five years old, 
reducing maternal mortality, reversing the 
spread of deadly diseases like HIV/AIDS and 
malaria, ensuring environmental sustainabili- 
ty, and developing a global partnership for de- 
velopment. The goals have been translated 
into 18 measurable targets that countries are. 
consciously integrating into their national de- 
velopment plans and poverty reduction 
strategies. All reflect or hinge on the welfare 
of our children and youth. 


Worsening trends 

Arecent study commissioned by the Unicef 
to come up with a “Provincial MDG Report 
Card" for the Philippines came up with a 
startling observation: We are not even track- 
ing our MDG performance regularly and sys- 
tematically, and whatever data we do have in- 
dicate that we have been getting worse, not 
better, on some key MDG targets. 

‘The most disturbing observations from the 
report card concern nutrition and school en- 
rollment, both of which appear to have been 
worsening in recent years. While patchy, data 
оп the proportion of underweight children 
show an increase over the '90s and through 
the turn of the millennium. Remarkably, even 
the progressive province of Bulacan had 
shown rising incidence of child malnutrition. 
The apparent explanation is the rapid influx 
of migrants into the province, lured by its 
bustling economy and improving social ser- 
vices, apart from its being a favored reloca- 
tion site for resettled squatters from the city. 


No FREE LUNCH f... 
eM 


Cielito F Habito ax im. 


Ironically, improvements in the province's sõ- 
cial services have been outstripped by rapidly 
rising demand due to such in-migration. The 
price of success, it seems, is even heavier chal- 
lenges—a case of for whom much is given, 
much more is expected. 


Clear link 

The problem is that studies have established 
а clear link between child malnutrition and in- 
ferior school performance and intellectual abili- 
ty among young children. Worse, the problem is 
‘occurring right at the most critical years of the 
children’s intellectual development. Unless we 
act decisively, we risk throwing away an entire 
generation of Filipinos to intellectual medi- 
ocrity, if not inferiority, by sheer failure to feed 
them adequately. And with that goes our hope 
inthe successor generation. 

‘The other disturbing trend is the decline in 
net enrollment ratios in most provinces of the 
country, Figuring in separate news items last 
week were Cordillera and Negros Occidental, 
where it is not just the ratio but actual levels 
of school enrollment that have been declining 
over the past five years. Education authorities 
in both provinces point to economic hardship. 
as a key culprit. On gender parity, our prob- 
lem is actually the reverse of that elsewhere: 
Girls outnumber boys in our schools by a ratio 
of as much as 1.6 to 1 in some provinces. But 
having large numbers of Filipino boys out of 
school is just as alarming as having too many 
girls deprived of schooling in South Asia and 
Africa. 


Lunch and learn 

Meanwhile, Rep. Herminio Teves of Negros 
Oriental has spearheaded a program to pro- 
vide free lunch to some 135,000 pupils in the 
provinces 527 public elementary schools. 
The move was spurred by the dismal perfor- 
mance of the province's school children in 
various achievement tests, and the 
widespread problem of absenteeism, particu- 
larly in afternoon classes. Negros Oriental 
shows how this could be done without undue 
stress on the provincial budger, by tying the 
free lunch program to their successful school- 
based food production program called Gu. 
layan at Palaisdaan Alay sa Kabataan (GPAK). 
GPAK has already won for the province the 
2005 Galing Pook Award, and has helped aug- 
ment the tight budgets of the province's pub- 
lic school system. And. I have no doubt that 
the twin programs will help raise the Ne- 
grense childrens school performance very 
palpably in the near future. 

Now here is one case where a free lunch 
can make eminent sense. 

Comments welcome at chabito@ateneo.edu 


BIR to clean up taxpayers' database 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE IS 
set to undertake major administrative re- 
forms—including a cleanup of its taxpayers’ 
database and adjustments in the way it con- 
ducts tax audit—as it struggles to meet its tax 
collection target for the year. 

Revenue Commissioner Jose Mario Buñag 
said the BIR would establish the guidelines on. 
its reform program with the help of tax ex- 
perts to be sent by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) this month, 

The IMF has committed to provide tech- 
nical assistance to the Philippines, particu- 
larly related to enhancing revenue collec 
tion, to help address its need to improve its 
fiscal climate. Weak revenues have been 
partly blamed for the country's poor credit 
rating. 

The IMF's technical assistance program 
would last for six months, but could be imple- 
mented three weeks at a time, Buhag said. 

He said the BIR had to clean up its taxpay- 
ете database to better monitor compliance. 
The cleanup would entail electronic linking of 
databases of all BIR offices nationwide, the 
BIR chief added. 

The linkup would aid in the BIR's “third- 
party information” program, wherein the rev- 
enue agency validates the accuracy of in- 
comes declared by a corporate taxpayers by 
matching these with the purchases declared 
by their clients. 

Enhancing the BIR's database is also need- 
ей to make efficient its “industry benchmark- 


Banks’ bad loans . 


tured loans which turned sour again fell by 
1.4 percent thereby improving the ratio to to- 
tal restructured loans to 46.74 percent. 

Total restructured loans as of end-April 
amounted to P100.31 billion, of which 
P46.88 billion were non-performing. 

‘A debt restructuring can cover a whole 
range of debt concessions--including the 
stretching out of maturities and lowering of 
interest rates—to give the borrower some 
space and a chance to revive Из business. 

Meanwhile, holdings of real and other 
properties owned or acquired (Ropoa) de- 
lined by 0.1 percent over the month but this 
was accompanied by a 0.5-percent contrac- 
tion in gross assets, bringing the gross Ropoa- 
to-assets ratio slightly higher at 4.96 percent 
from a month ago's 4.94 percent. 

The banking system's non-performing 
seis—representing the combined bad loans 


ing" auditing strategy, he said. Under this tax 
audit scheme, the BIR determines the average 
income and tax payments of businesses be- 
longing to the same industry. A firm that de- 
lares an income and pays taxes much lower 
than the benchmark would be subject to 
tighter audit. 

Bufiag said the IMF's technical assistance 
would also cover amendments to its audit 
manual. 

“Currently they (BIR auditors) sit down on 
it (financial statements) until they trace the 
last peso of liability. What we need to do is to 
focus on big amounts of tax delinquency,” 
Buhag said in a roundtable discussion with 
the Inquines’s business section. 

The BIR, the main revenue source of the 
government, was tasked to collect P78.6 bil- 
lion in April but turned in only P71.3 billion, 
therefore registering a P7-3-billion shortfall 
during the month. 

This prompted some officials to question 
the shortfall, which came despite the recent 
increase in the value-added tax and the cor- 
porate income tax rates. 3 

But Buhag said impact of tax increases on 
revenue collection was not immediate. He 
added that aside from implementing adminis- 
trative reforms, increasing the number of tax 
collectors was also needed to help the BIR 
meet its daunting task of collecting P6754 
billion this year. 

“When they (government) set targets they 
want it achieved right away. They keep on 
asking us to increase tax collection, but there 
is no additional manpower,” Buñag said. 


* From page BI 


and Ropoas—went up to 8.63 percent of total 
assets in end-April from 8.56 percent a month 
ago. It was, however, much better than the 
10.04 percent a year ago. 

“These NPAs amounted to P341.09 billion 
against P339.98 billion in end-March, but 
down from P395.02 billion a year ago. 

About 79 percent of NPLS and 41.94 per- 
cent of Ropoas were covered with loss provi- 
sions and reserves. 

The BSP expects demand for loans to be 
boosted by favorable domestic interest rates 
and improved business sentiment as a result 
of steady progress in fiscal consolidation and 
other key economic reforms. 

But so far, bank lending in the Philippines. 
has remained anemic due to banks’ high non- 
performing loans and assets, weak capital 
base and high lending rates despite falling 
treasury bill and bond yields. 
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SC spanks PCGG, Sandigan 


‘THE SUPREME COURT GAVE THE 
Judicial equivalent of spanking to 
the PCGG and the Sandiganbayan 
in its en banc decision ordering the 
tetum of Ferdinand Martin Ro- 
mualdez to the Equitable PCIBank 
board. 

„> "The court finds the actions of 
"PCGG in this case distressing,” 
said the high tribunal on Friday, 

* "Its actions and resort to un- 
xonventional modes of relief to- 
‘ward the end of depriving (the 
Romualdez holding company) 
the right to vote its shares, 
notwithstanding two Sandigan- 
bayan rulings recognizing such 
right, are tantamount to abuse of 
the judicial process.” 

"The high court particularly с 
ed the letter of PCGG Commi 
sioner William Dichoso to Equi- 
table PCIBank, advising the bank 
board that the Sandigan had is- 
sued an order preventing Ro- 
mualdez from voting his family's 
7.13-percent stake in the May 23 
meeting. 

“No such temporary restrain- 
ing order was issued...,” the high 
court said, adding that the “ulti- 
mate blame ... on the resultant 
farce" must be foisted on the 
Sandigan. 

The high court also noted the 

specious reasoning of Accra, 
counsel for Equitable PCIBank, 
that the 1998 Sandigan resolu- 
tion that allowed the Ro- 
fnualdezes to vote their se- 
questered shares since then was 
good for that year's shareholders 
meeting only. 
Ў Even then, the high court 
added, the Sandigan by 2003 had 
already nullified the 1986 se- 
questration order on the Ro- 
mualdez shares. 

“At bare minimum, considering 
the accomplished modification 
and virtual termination of the 
(Sandiganbayan) restraining or- 
der as of 2003, execution of the 
1995 decision (of the Supreme 
Court, which enjoined the Ro- 
mualdezes from voting the se- 
questered shares) in 2006 cannot 
possibly contemplate the revival 
of the TRO” against the Ro- 
mualdezes, the high tribunal said, 

All the justices, except for Con- 
suelo Ynares-Santiago who was 
on leave and Adolfo Azcuna who 
recused himself for having been a 
former Romualdez counsel, 
agreed with the ponente, Dante 
Tinga. 

According to the grapevine, Eq- 
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uitable PCIBank will hold a board 
meeting tomorrow to decide who 
among them will give up his/her 
seat to pave the way for the return 
of ts former vice chair. 


Advertising Mayday 
COMPETING consumer giants 
P&G and Unilever both reduced 
their TV ad placements in May by 
more than 25 percent year-on- 
year, according to the Nielsen 
‘Media Research, 

As a result of the reduced com- 
mercial load, GMA so-called "ad 
minutes” shrank by 5 percent, 
year-on-year, while ABS-CBN, 
surprisingly, even posted a mod- 
est 4-percent growth. 

It was not immediately clear 
why the two multinationals 
slashed their advertising spend- 
ing last month, and how much of 
the cutback was based, if ever, on 
seasonality, Still, even McDon- 
ald's and San Miguel, which rely 
more on broadcast than print ads, 
also slashed their TV placements 
last month by about 6 percent. 


Money-go-round 
ө CAUGHT by the market's sud- 
den shakeout, Metrobank has in- 
definitely postponed its plan to 
offer 204 million shares, which 
would have raised about P9 bil- 
lion in fresh capital for the coun- 
туз largest bank. 

© THE SM Group is conduct- 
ing due diligence on the capital- 
starved PriceSmart warehouse 
chain. 


Heard through the grapevine 
AND speaking of judicial farce, 
instead of complying with the 
SEC order to hold the much-de- 
layed annual meeting of listed 
Philcomsat Holdings, Commis- 
sioner Ricardo Abcede has been 
seen holding extended meetings 
in the Pacific Star building with 
the same Malacafiang nominees 
who had been found to have mis- 
led both the Supreme Court and 
the Sandiganbayan as to the ex- 
tent of actual government control 
in the Philcomsat Group. 

(Email: cocktales pdiGpldtd- 
slnet or cocktales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


UST hospital sees $40M 
in medical tourism profit 


A LEADING PRIVATE HOSPITAL 
in Manila, with its pool of medi- 
cal and surgical talent, has the 
potential to earn more than $40 
million or P2 billion a year in rev- 
enues from medical tourism 
based on agreements negotiated 
between the hospital and several 
international healthcare buyers. 
This was the projection of Dr. 
Cenon В. Alfonso, chief executive 
of The University of Santo Tomas 
Hospital, following negotiations 
with foreign healthcare buyers at 
the First World Health Tourism 
Congress of 2006 in Wiesbaden, 
Germany, last May. The congress 
brought together 51 healthcare 
providers and 110 healthcare 
buyers from all over the world. 
The UST Hospital, in partner- 
ship with the National Associa- 
tion of Independent Travel Agen- 
cies, was made the model of the 
First World Tourism Congress as 
the tandem provided the most 


comprehensive approach to in- 
quiries from healthcare buyers. 
*Medical tourism is not just 
about providing attractively 
priced medical procedures to for- 
eign patients,” according to Al- 
fonso. “It also means arranging 
for these foreign patients and 
their companions their plane 
fare, accommodations before and 
after the medical procedure 
and—here із the tourism 
part—introducing the tourist at- 
tractions of the Philippines, espe- 
cially during their recuperation.” 
‘The UST Hospital CEO said the 
most in-demand services in medi- 
cal tourism now were cancer man- 
agement, endocrine _ and 
metabolism medicine, transplants 
and ophthalmological services. 
“Itso happens that our hospital 
is at the technological forefront in. 
these fields. Its simply a matter of 
marketing ourselves to the world 
properly,” he said. 


Microsoft helps technology 
school standardize network 


MANAGING A NETWORK WITH 
multiple operating systems can 
be a headache for many compa- 
nies, making networks of all sizes 
excessively complicated and inef- 
ficient, For a technology-focused 
school, the pressure го be fully 
automated and systems-efficient 
is greater. 

“We had deployed (different) 
software for cost-efficiency but 
always experienced operational 
problems because of unreliability 
and user-resistance. After stan- 
dardizing on Microsoft, it was a 
different story. Now we're devel- 
oping new solutions instead of 
troubleshooting system prob- 
lems," said Christopher dela 
Rosa, IT director at Mapua Insti- 
tute of Technology. 

MIT is an 81-year-old school 
which prides itself with the quality 
ofits architecture and engineering 
programs. Acquired by the 
Yuchengco group through a com- 
pany now known as iPeople Inc., 
MIT today is the biggest engineer- 


di 


ing school in the Philippines. 

“Our operations and expanding 
network demand an operating sys- 
tem that allows us to consolidate 
ош applications and the majority 
of our networking infrastructure 
into а single platform to drive 
down management costs, Stan- 
dardizing on Microsofts operating 
systems has solved our operational 
problems without spending too 
much. Having integrated produc- 
tivity applications, our network has 
been easy to manage, user produc- 
tivity has increased, and use of the 
technology has become automat- 
ic,” added Dela Rosa. 

“Organizations like MIT are be- 
ginning to discover that the fea- 
tures of Microsoft software can al- 
so solve many network problems, 
With Windows, network adminis- 
trators can run their entire net- 
work, desktops and laptops on 
one highly reliable, cost-efficient 
operating system,” said Michelle 
Casio, platform strategy manager 
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Gov't plans to auction Cala 
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power plant in September - 


By Abigail L. Ho 


AFTER TWO FAILED AUCTIONS, THE POW- 
er Sector Assets and Liabilities Management 
Corp. (PSALM) may again place the 600- 
megawatt (MW) Calaca coal-fired power 
planton the auction block this September. 

PSALM vice president for asset manage- 
mentand electricity trading Froilan Tampinco 
said that while the date for the actual auction 
would have to be firmed up, it would most 
likely take place in September, 

Bidding for the 112-MW Pantabangan- 
Masiway hydropower plants and the 660-MW 
Tiwi-Makban geothermal facility would also 
be scheduled soon, he said. 

Inan earlier interview, First Gen Corp. vice 
chair and chief executive Peter Garrucho said 
the company remained interested in the Cala- 
ca plant. 

First Gen arm First Generation Luzon Pow- 
er Corp. was one of two groups who bid for 
the generation asset during the second auc- 
tion held last May. 

The bidding was declared a failure as First. 
Gen and DMCI Holdings Inc.'s bids both fell 
short of PSALM's $288-million “reserve price” 
or floor price for the plant. 

PSALM has yet to finalize details of how it 
would go about aue- 
tioning the plant for 
the third time. 

Garrucho said 
First Gen was willing 
to negotiate with 
PSALM for the plant. 
It had already made 
its intentions known 
to the privatization 
body via a letter. 

“I think the first 
step, really, is for 


Tra Font 


Preferred. 


one party, but maybe with a (group of in- 
vestors)," he said, 

‘Asked whether or not it was possible for 
First Gen to form a partnership with DMCI 
Holdings, he said it was still too early to tell. 

However, he admitted that DMCI could 
playa vital role in Calaca as it was itself a coal 
supplier, 

“But, of course, there may be other poten- 
tial partners that can bring some other 
things to the table, Although we are willing 
to do it alone, and we can do it alone,” he 
said, 

He related that First Gen had the funds to 
acquire the plant even without a partner, as 
well as the technology to run the plant 
alone. 

‘Asked whether or not First Gen would be 
willing to raise its bid to meet PSALM's 
$288-million reserve price for the genera- 
tion facility, he did not give a categorical an- 
swer, saying only that he believed the com- 
pany's bid of $176.6 million was quite rea- 
sonable, 

“We like the asset, as we figure we will bein 
an excellent position to provide very cheap 
power to the market. But of course the eco- 
nomics has to fall into place,” he said. 


[Trim 
Emm 
a BED 
Net Asset Value Per Unit (NAVPU) 
as of 6/1/2008 


Investment 
Funds. 


as ol 6/8/2008 


Philamlife Dollar 
Bond Fund 


Philamlife Global 
Bond Fund. 


1.164 1169 


108 105 | 


GD maa 


Investment 
Funds 


asf 172008 | ascot 6782008 


prem 
| 


Plilamilfe Fixed 
Income Fund 


Philamlife Equit 
е 


1486 1468 


1303 1220 


e—— rameke 
рена 
serrage ранната ста 


Rom 
x 


E FINGERPRINT SCANNING 


С 


+ 


usiwe шпне 


PSALM to say, yes, 
we're willing to nego- 
tiate not just with 


for TIME & ATTENDANCE 
EDS Finger 


Precious Jewelry 
for your: 

ines working capta 
2 Medical or oapllalzoton exposes 
“ution teo & other schol needs 
‘Vacation taya are expenses 
Т Piacement lee abroad 
‘and ainor nancial or emergency needs 


testo]. % a 
oF interest permonth + 


Diamond and Gold Jewelry lems accepted, `. 
kept secured, intact and unampered 


"rye orc ato 


0 


* Affordable 
* 5-year pla 


Phi ate isona per 


Tert PSBANK PRIME < 


Open a PSBank Prime Time Deposit now! 


* Enjoy monthly interest earnings 


Nor Smart or 0917-8982327 for Globe and other netwo 


FIXED | 
GUARANTEED | 
ТАХ ЕВЕЕ 


for a minimum of PhP 50,000 
cement 


annm basis and subject to change without priar natie. 


OWNING THE FUTURE TODAY 


Enjoy mobile computing 
price you can afford! 


Connect wifelessly to the Intarnet 


Do instant Video conferencing 


7. yia built-in webcam 


Be more orgahized a; 
Microsoft Windows, 
productivity suite. 


productive with Genuine 
Home 


& Microsoft Works 


Empriva 360SX 


Alntel® Celeron@ Mobile 
^ Intel® Celeron@ M Processor 370 


(1MB L2Cache, 1.50GHz, 400MHz FSB) 


Wireless PCI Card 802.11 0/0 
#MicrosoR@ Windows® XP Home 
‘aMcrosolt@ Works 

256MB 333MHz DOR Memory 
24068 Hard Disk Drive 

214.1" XGA TFT Display 

ASIS 64MB Shared Video 

‘224% DVD4CDRW Combo Drive 
integrated Web Camera 
210/100/ Mbps LAN 
“integrated 56k Modem 

42x USB 2.0 


26-сей Lithium Топ Battery up to 2 hours 


2425ка 


INTEREST 


3,333-?5/mo. 


096 Interest for 12 months applicable on major credit cards 


SRP "39,999.00 


NEO recommends Microsoft® Windows® XP Professional 


For more information, dial 633-N E O2 (633-6362) 


Promo period is from April 15 to June 30, 2006. Per DTI-NCR Permit #0864. Series of 2006. 


Clara Cairon nada. Carino Carte Loge Сою nto It ta Logo 
ann ica, Prim Pentan iud, Xeon ana Xeon ned o camuna 


"ias ала aior олоти 


^ ls aaa 


or, itr Ins el asa Logo ret Speed 


n 


eo is Viv hana 


ориза redemit of miat Corporate ra вонага пиле Uniad 


ILLI AMEN 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 


cw 
MONDAY, JUNE 12, 2006 


State banks await concrete plan on OFW bank 


DBP LBP to provide seed capital, transfer 
existing remittance units to new bank 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE STATE-OWNED BANKS EYED 
to participate in the Malacahang- 
backed Pl-billion Overseas Filipino 
Workers (OFW) Bank want to see a 
concrete proposal from the govern- 
ment on the project before making 
any investment decision, 

"Wee still trying to see what 
Postal Bank can offer us in terms of in- 
frastructure and distribution. At this 
point in time, unless there's а con- 
crete proposal on the table, we'll just 
continue with what we're doing,” said 
Development Bank of the Philippines 
president Reynaldo David. 

David announced plans to invest 
300 million to beef up its own OFW 
remittance business. The bank has 
signed up correspondent banks to 
boost its cash transfer operations in 
key offshore markets 

It was earlier reported that DBP 
and Land Bank of the Philippines 
were planning to jointly acquire up to 
70 percent of the proposed OFW 
Bank to be created out of niche lender 
Philippine Postal Bank. 


DBP and Landbank were eyed to 
provide the seed capital needed by 
OFW Bank, with equity infusion of 
P350 million each. PostalBank, for its 
part, will contribute P300 million out 
of its existing resources to meet the 
proposed capitalization of P1 billion. 

‘The original planihad the Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administration 
shouldering the entire P1-billion cap- 
italization but there were legal ques- 
tions on the plan. 

The alternative scheme was for 
government banks to infuse the РІ 
billion, while OWWA would con- 
tribute another Pl billion later by 
subscribing to preferred shares. 

‘When everything was ready, David 
said DBP could fold into the new bank 
the state bank’s remittance opera- 
tions and its people could also be con- 
solidated. 

“We're amenable, there's no doubt 
about it. We feel they have the distri- 
bution capability. But it's a long way 
to go,” David said. 

Government banks were invited to 
invest in the proposed OFW Bank 
The banks were asked to pool their 


resources under one entity that will 
be focused on serving the interest of 
migrant Filipino workers. 

Landbank and DBP were expected 
not only to provide fresh capital but 
also transfer their existing remittance 
operations to OFW Bank, The state 
banks will have the management con- 
trol in the new bank. 

Last March, Malacañang an- 
nounced the transformation of Postal 
Bank into an OFW Bank. 

Press Secretary and Presidential 
Spokesperson Ignacio R. Bunye. said: 
“Given the vital role that OFWs play in 
strengthening the peso and shoring up 
international dollar reserves, itis only fit- 
ting that they are given access to a bank 
that wil attend to their special needs.” 

President Macapagal-Arroyo wants 
the OFW Bank to charge less service 
fees in handling remittances of Fil- 
ipino workers abroad. 

The Philippines has 8.5 million 
workers deployed abroad, of which 
three million are permanent resi- 
dents, The five million non-perma- 
nent resident workers represent 14 
percent of the country's labor force. 


RP-CHINA BROTHERHOOD 

‘Trade Secretary Peter В. Favila receives a token from Chinese Minister of Commerce Bo 
Xilai after signing a memorandum of understanding on the economic partnership 
‘between the Philippines and China. The MOU calls for a long-term framework that will 
define the partnership. The ministers also discussed China’s possible investment ina 
mass housing program for informal settlers in Metro Manila. 
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MWCI pipeline 
expansion seen 
completed in Q4 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


co 


LISTED WATER FIRM MANILA WATER COM- 
pany Inc. (MWCI) targets to complete by ће 
fourth quarter of the year three new pipeline 
expansion projects worth P2.85 billion that 
could bring in 237,000 new customers. 

The east zone “concessionaire recently 
started laying new pipelines connecting to the 
system residents of Antipolo, Mandaluyong 
and Montalban, MWCI president Antonino Т. 
Aquino said in a briefing with analysts recent- 
ly. These projects, he said, were scheduled for 
completion in the fourth quarter. 

‘Aquino said the new lines would increase 
MWCTs billed volumes which presently stood at 
864 million liters per day, serving 600,000 
households or equivalent to 5 million customers. 

‘The subsidiary of the Ayala Group took over 
the century-old system in the east zone from the 
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage Sys- 
tem. It has been spending about P2.5 billion a 
year for the replacement of more than 300 kilo- 
meters of aging pipelines. It is also installing 
100 kilometers of additional pipelines this year. 

Aquino said the move formed part of the ef- 
fort to reduce the level of its nonrevenue wa- 
ter arising from illegal connections. The com- 
panys NRWs was down to 35.5 percent as of 
December 2005. 

He noted that its NRW projects, wastewa: 
ter and sewerage expansion accounted for a 
third of the company's capital investments, 
which were financed through internally gen- 
erated funds and loans. 

Aquino noted that cutting off illegal con- 
nections was only half of the battle in the wa- 
ter services business. 

“The other half requires the company to 
make a big effort to prioritize its capital ex- 
penditure program,” he said. 


ERC officials 
back colleague 


MEMBERS OF THE ENERGY REGULATORY 
Commission closed ranks behind a colleague. 
who was being linked to a controversy involv- 
ing the privatization National Power Corp.'s 
800-megawart Masinloc power plant in Zam- 
bales. 

The ERC issued a resolution debunking “in- 
sinuations” linking ERC Commissioner Jesus 
Alcordo to YNN Holdings, which won the 
Masinloc plant bidding and now the main 
subject of the controversy. 

‘The ERC expressed its “displeasure over 
apparent attempts at smearing the honor and 
reputation of its (ERC) members, particularly 
that of Commissioner Alcordo," 

“The commission reiterated its faith in the 
integrity of Alcordo and in the transparency 
with which he has discharged his functions as 
a member of the commission,” the ERC said in 
the resolution . 

ERC Chair Rodolfo Albano earlier said the 
ERC had "nothing to do with the sale of 
Masinloc,” The transaction, he said, was un- 
der the supervision of Power Sector Assets 
and Liabilities Corp. or PSALM. 

Albano expressed disgust over the appar- 
ent attempts to drag the ERC into the Masin- 
loc controversy, 

"The ERC also noted that Alcordo "had con- 
sistently inhibited himself from hearing, de- 
liberations and decisions affecting corpora- 
tlons and interests with he may have been 
identified with in the past.” 

In an earlier radio interview, Alcordo said 
he had divested himself of any interest in a 
private corporation as early as 2002, 
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{ROCKWELL LAND CORP OF FHE LOPEZ 
toup of Companies isset co njirat 80745. 
Шол high-end condominium compléje- 

Benpres Holdings Corp. chair” Oscar 

id that over the next four t five yedrs, Benpres 
subsidiary Rockwell Land will work ona "egphis- 
ticated complex called “One Rodicwell!” that will 

„ enable the property firm to keep ts preiuiez pos 

1 Чоп in the luxury condominiunt market.” 

| ‘The Lopez Group expects to sell One Ròck- 

wel by the end of 2009 and deliver the uns 
by2010, > 
Rockwell Land isthe dévetopet of Rockwell 
Center in Makati-a high-end comineroi ; 
and residential complex, Rockivell Center has 
| only three spaces left for developmi 
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Rockwell to construct 


P7.5-B condo complex 


At present, Rockwell Land is scouring other 
locations in Metro Manila, hoping to pursue 
potential joint ventures with landowners. 

These additional projects, which are tar- 
geted to be launched in the next two years, 
will cater to the middle market residential 
segment. 

"The company is also looking into develop- 


ing residential leisure projects outside of 7 


Metro Manila, in tourism destinations such as 
‘Tagaytay, Baguio and Batangas. 

‘The planned developments will be located 
їп high-end exclusive location and will con- 
tinue to carry Rockwell's quality seal. 

Rockwell reported P2.55 billion in consoli- 
dated revenues in 2005, and a 21-percent 
growth in net income to P288.5 million last 
year. 


Bent on buildifig own network, 
Next Mobile presses 3G claim 


By Daxim L; Lucas 


TRUNK RADIO OPERATOR NEXT"MOBILE 
Inc, remains committed to building iis own 
:third-generation (3G) mobile phone network, 
i despite having been spurned by telecommu- 
nications regulators In its Ы хо joli ће ex: 
clusive club late last year. `. „ 

Ina telephone interview, Next Mobile Dr 
ident and CEO Mel Velarde said shat his co 
pany will attempt once more ta gain a 3G li- 
conse if the National Telecomniyinieations 
Commission (NTC) will bid oit the last avail- 
able frequency for the new technology’ + 

"We have to upgrade to 3G," he said, 
adding that the company has spont a substan- 
tial sum on its existing network infrastruc- 
ture, "We have already invested $250 million 
aver the last seven or elght years". 

The 3G system is a new techhológy that al- 
lows mobile phone uses to make deo calls 
on thelr cellular phones, wateh streaming 
video and live television broadcasts and surf 
the Internet at broadband speeds. ' 

Earlier, NTC Commissloner Renald O. Solis, 
said that his office may opt to bid out the last 
available 3G license among the applicants 
that falled to make the cut during. the first 
round of license awards in 2005, * 

Any such bidding will, however, have td.wait 
for the results of a Congressional inquiry into 


the new scheme, Congressmen have questioned 
the NTC's decision to award licenses without 
the benefit ofa public bidding--a decision they 


claim that had deprived the government of , 


much-needed revenues, 

Nonetheless, Velarde said his company is 
pressing its case before telecommunications reg- 
ulators, saying that it has a greater claim to the 
fourth license which was awarded to Connectivi- 
ty Unlimited Resource Entorprises (CURE) of 
former Trade Minister Roberto V Ongpin. 

"We filed with NTC a motion for reconsidera- 
tion claiming that Next Mobile should be num- 
ber four after Smart, Globe and Sun,” he said in 
a separate text message. "CURE and MTI (Mul- 
timedia Telephony Inc) can fight for [slot] 
number five. We have a better case than ther 

Apart from Next Mobile, Solis sai 
losing bidders for the 3G licenses—Multime- 
dia, Pacific Wireless Inc, AZ Communica- 
tions Network Inc. 
and Bayan Telecom- 
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munications Ine. 
have pending ap- 
peals with the com- 
mission, all of which 
are being held in 
abeyance pending 
the release of the 
Congressional in- 
quiry's findings. 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE IS IN 
inclined to entertain compromise settlements 
of long overdue big-ticket tax disputes to help 
boost revenue collection and enable the gov- 
ernment to meet this year's fiscal targets. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves said he 
жаз scheduled to discuss with Revenue Com- 
missioner Jose Mario Bufiag the proposal” for 
the BIR to enter into more compromise settle- 
ment deals. 

‘Teves said that under the National Internal 
Revenue Code, the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue (BIR), an attached agency of the DOR 
жаз allowed to enter into compromise deals 
with taxpayers if the tax disputes had re- 
mained deadlock because there was reason- 
able doubt on the validity of the tax liability 
assessment made by the BIR. З 

The law also allows the BIR to enter into a 
compromise when a taxpayer is proven inca- 
pable of paying the amount of tax assessment. 

For taxpayers found incapable of paying, 
the BIR is allowed to offer a compromise of 
claiming only 10 percent of the amount of tax 
liability. For the others, the BIR may claim 40 
percent. 

"What we can do is move on and get an 
amount consistent with the law. We need ta 
hit the (tax collection) target; "Teves told re- 
porters. 

Teves compared the BIR's situation with 
banks trying to dispose of non-performing as- 
sets. If some banks could sell their NPAs at a 
discount just to raise much-needed capital, he 
said, then it was practical for the BIR to enter 
into compromise settlements to address the 
immediate need of shoring up tax collection. 

Entering into court battles over tax dis- 
putes that have already dragged on for years 


Meralco eyes 
lower than cap 
system loss rate 


By Abigail L. Ho 


AFTER POSTING ITS LOWEST SYSTEM 
loss rate in more than 20 years, the Lopez-led 
Manila Electric Co. said it was aiming at regis- 
tering a single-digit system loss rate this year 
and hit the mandated 9.5-percent cap. 

Meralco president Jesus Francisco said the 
company’s 2005 system loss rate of 10.58 per- 
cent was its lowest since 1982, giving the dis- 
tribution utility hope that it could зоол break 
into the single-digit level. 

“Our target is to reach 9.5 percent as soon 
as possible. We hope to break into the single- 
digit level this year,” he said. 

Power distributors absorb system losses in 
excess of the mandated 9.5-percent cap as 
they are not allowed to pass on the additional 
costs to consumers. 

То bring its system losses down, Francisco 
said Meralco was trying to sign up more in- 
dustrial customers as higher sales to such cus- 
tomers meant lower average system loss. 

Meralco is also improving its overall system 
to remove technical losses. This was being done 
by getting rid of system overloads, he said. 

‘Another aspect that Meralco had been work- 
ing hard to address, he said, was pilferage. 

“We've installed elevated meters in de- 
pressed areas, which are intended to make 
pilferage more difficult in areas that we can- 
not watch on а 24-hour basis,” he said. 

He said the company had also inked a 
memorandum of agreement with the Depart- 
ment of Interior and Local Government not 
only to reduce the incidence of pilferage, but 
also to promote safety and prevent fires. 

‘The Energy Regulatory Commission is for- 
mulating incentives for distribution utilities 
that will register systems loss rates of below 
9.5 percent, as the reduction in the rates 
‘would redound to lower electricity rates. 

ERC Commissioner Jesus Alcordo earlier 
said that most distribution utilities were go- 
ing above the cap, although some were in the 
8-9-percent range. 

Acordo said the ERC had yet to come up with 
concrete incentives for utilities with low system 
Josses, although tax perks could be one of them. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


BusiNESS 
Finance favors compromise 
deals on big tax disputes 


Court battles over old cases seen a waste of time 
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would be a waste of precious time for the gov- 
ernment, he said. 

The proposal was raised following the BIR's 
failure to meet its tax collection target for 
April. The BIR, the main revenue source of the 
government, was tasked to collect P78.6 bil- 
lion during the month but turned in only 
P71.3 billion, registering a P7-3-billion short- 
fall. 

As of the first quarter, the BIR still had a 
P3.6-billion collection in excess of its target 
for the period. The excess, however, was 
wiped out in April. 

The government is hard-pressed to meet its 
tax collection target to help ensure that its 
deficit-reduction goal is achieved as sched- 
uled. 

The government has set a goal of collecting 


P675.4 billion in taxes this year to reduce the 
budget deficit from P146.8 billion last year to 
only P125 billion. 

This year's target is consistent with the pro- 
gram of further reducing the deficit to P63 bil- 
lion next year and to zero by 2008. 

‘The Philippines, whose credit ratings 
have been below investment grade for 
years, hopes to finally get an upgrade on its 
ratings and lure in more investments by 
meeting the fiscal targets set by the govern- 
ment. 

Credit-rating agencies and investment 
banks have been religiously following the de- 
velopments on the country's fiscal climate, 
and stressed the importance of shoring up 
revenue collections as а way to improve its 
credit image. 


Our national pride: 
. Public education 


LET US NOT GET SWAMPED BY THE PROB- 
ems that crop up every time а new public 
school season opens. 

Sixty years ago in Davao City, one of my bud- 
dies was the district superintendent of schools. 
‘At that time, there was already a classroom 
shortage. I asked him about it. He shrugged and 
said that, in the end, every kid would have а 
desk to study on. He was right. 

"The shortage of classrooms and teachers in our 
public schools isa perennial problem that is inher- 
ent in our vast public educational system. 

In school year 2004-2005, the official en- 
rollment in public and private schools 
reached 13015487 іп elementary, 
6,312,031 in high school, and 2,426,976 in 
college. The total of 21,754,494 was one- 
fourth of the citizenry, and was larger than 
the population of Australia. Our colleges and. 
universities could comfortably accommodate. 
the entire population of Singapore. 

In number of schools, there were 41,688 el- 
ementary: 9,981 high school, and 1,735 col- 
leges and universities. 

In the public schools, there were 337,082 
teachers in elementary, and 129,685 in high 
school. The total of 457,767 is more than 
the combined number of soldiers, sailors 
and police. 

The system is almost universal. Public ele- 
mentary and secondary education is tuition- 
free. No one who wants to enroll is turned 
away. 

If a parent wants a child to get an educa- 
tion, there is always a public school nearby. If 
the child is bright enough, scholarships are 
available а the way to a doctorate's degree. 

No country in the Third World can come 
close to our public education infrastructure. 

Public education is the governments 
largest and most widespread enterprise. But 
such a huge enterprise will always be saddled 
with equally huge problems. 

Although the budget for education has al- 
ways been larger than that of national de- 
fense, there is never enough money. Popula- 
tion continues to expand. Aging facilities 
have to be replaced and modernized. Text- 
books are getting more and more expensive. 
‘There simply are not enough libraries. Finally, 
there is need to prepare our children to com- 
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pete in the age of information technology. 

‘The most worrisome problem is the deteri- 
orating quality of public education. 

High school graduates can hardly commu- 
nicate in English. This is the result of using 
Filipino as the medium of instruction in the 
grade school. English is difficult to master. A 
student cannot be proficient in English if he 
starts learning it only in high school. 

‘They also know little of math and physics. 
But these subjects are no longer emphasized 
in public schools. These subjects are not 
meant to turn our students into Einsteins but 
to train them to think straight. 

Let us put back English as the medium of 
instruction in the grade school. Then, focus 
again on math and physics in high school. In 
short, let us return to the old curriculum that 
served my generation well. 

As to the shortage of teachers, I have al- 
ways felt that retiring a public school teacher 
at age 60 is a waste of a natural resource. 
‘Teachers should be allowed to teach for as 
long as they want. 

Extending the retirement age of teachers 
from 60 to forever should solve the teacher 
shortage overnight. If any retired teacher 
wants to go back to the classroom, he should 
beallowed to. 

‘Salaries of public school teachers are scan- 
dalously low and should be brought up. Bet- 
ter pay means better teachers. Better teachers 
mean better education. Iwill feel very uncom- 
fortable if my child were studying under an 
underpaid teacher 

Sure, there are a lot of problems in our pub- 
lic school system. But, it has developed 
through the years to slake the Filipino's insa- 
tiable thirst for learning. 

With all its faults, our public educational 
system is something every Filipino can be 
proud of. We should not lett rot. 


Stock analysts raise PSEi yearend target 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


"ENCOURAGED BY THE EXPANSION OF THE 
economy, inflation slowdown and robust cor- 
iporate earnings growth, the Association of 
“Stock Analysts of the Philippines (Asap) has 
upgraded its yearend target for the bench- 
imark Philippine Stock Exchange index 
PSE). 

In a recent briefing, Asap president Fran- 
cisco Liboro said the PSEi target for this year 
was raised to 2,820 from the original goal of 
2,500. 

"We are entering a period of relative infla- 
tion stability. There isa strong chance that the 
stock market will continue to move up and 


^ 4 


this confirms ош contention that we are al- 
ready in a bull run,” Liboro said. 

Asap director Astro del Castillo said corpo- 
rate earnings were expected to grow by 25 to 
30 percent in terms of earnings per share, rid- 
ing on expected economic growth. 

Del Castillo, however, said that what might 
be worrisome for stock market investors were 
possible delays in the state's efforts to priva- 
tize power assets and the increasing oil 
prices. 

“The high cost of power is one of the factors 
that is slowing the growth of the economy,” 
Del Castillo explains. 

Stock prices, as tracked by the PSEi, rose 
9.5 percent to 2,296.11 points in the first five 

^ 


months of the year, from 2,096.04 last year. 
"This growth was supported by the 8.6-per- 
cent increase in the value turnover in the first 
five months of the year to P213.45 billion, from 
P196.47 billion in the same period last year. 
Total market capitalization or the value of to- 
tal stocks traded in the bourse climbed 14.2 per- 
cent to P6.8 trillion from P5.95 trillion last year. 
The bulk of the market capitalization re- 
mained concentrated on the financial sector 
Based on a PSE review, the market capitalization. 
of this sector increased by 13.3 percent to P4.8 
trilion during the first five months of the year. 
The services sector followed with a P643.3- 
billion market capital, or 17.1 percent higher 
than its evel a year ago. 
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Country 


United States 


Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong. 
Swizerand 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 

Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thailand 

UAE 

Euro 
ArgontinaPeso 
Brazi 
Denmark 
nda 
Malaysia 
Mexico 

New Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
South Arica 
Korea 
Sweden 

Syra 

Tanan 


Microsoft helps 


at Microsoft Philippines. 

One of the key elements of the 
MIT Network is the Cardinal Plus, 
based on smart card technology, 
which MIT was the first to imple- 
ment in the county. Smart cards 
allow self-service transactions and 
are used as a "key" to attendance, 
library and other school records, 


Stocks seen ... 


sible effect on local rates,” said 
Fuzgerald Асап, head of re- 
search and strategy at BDO Trust, 
But the sharp decline could pro- 
vide a window for bargain-hunters, 
according to Paul Joseph Garcia, 
ING chief investment office. 
“Investors were spooked by 
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53.0340 
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68328 
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00056 
13800 
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23339 
8.9980 
11572 

14.4704 
4.6558 

332108 
85613 
08827 
7.8244 
0.0556 
7.2676 
10216 
1.6334 


Equivalent 


1000000 
0.008763 
1,843000 
0128838 
0811622 
0881186 
0627077 
0743218 
2652881 
0.286638 
0625117 
0000106 
0.026021 
0.272398 
1.265400 

17.2021 
0.441112 
0.169864 
0.021820 
0.272851 
0087789 
0826213 
0.161431 
0.016644 
0.147536 
0.001049 
0137037 
0.019264 
0.030800 


0.790264 
0006925 
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0.101816 
0641396 
0704272 
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0.587338 
2.096302 
0210714 
0.494007 
0.000084 
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1000000 
0324359 
0.348595 
0.134079 
0.017244 
0.215624 
0.069376 
0.494874 
0.127573 
0.013153. 
0.118592 
0.000829 
0.108295 
0.015224 
0.024340 


From page B3 


making sure they are always up- 
dared and accessible for viewing 
and use in reports. Enrollment has 
also become easy and quick, allow- 
ing students to sign up for classes 
from anywhere online. Matricul 

tion charges can be paid through its 
website using Banenetaccredited 
АТМ cards, at any of its campuses. 
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further hikes in US interest rates 
and a possible slowdown in glob- 
al economic growth but we be- 
lieve the market decline is over- 
done and thus it would provide а 
buying opportunity for in 
vestors," Garcia said. Elizabeth L. 
Sanches 
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By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


AS THE CALL CENTER INDUSTRY IN 
the Philippines continues on its blind- 
ingly fast progress, it still has to con- 
tend with the issue of labor shortage. 
Unfortunately, the industry fears that 
labor shortage might get worse in the 
coming years. 

In a recent presentation, the call 
center organization Contact Center 
Association of the Philippines (CCAP) 
warned that the labor shortage has 
actually worsened in recent times. 
From a five-percent hiring rate, call 
center operators are reporting three- 
percent hiring rates for applicants. 

Worst still is the attrition rate, or the 
number of call center agents who are 
leaving their companies. Currently, the 
attrition rate is at 35 percent, well 
above the 8.3-percent attrition rate the 
industry has set as acceptable. 

‘CCAP reported that of the 400,000 
Filipino college graduates per year, 
only 100,000 are immediately em- 
ployable. Of this 100,000 only 12,000 
could pass requirements to work as 
contact center agents. This is still well 
below the 60,000 minimum needed 
by the call center industry. 

And while analysts forecast that 
the number of outsource services 
agents (combined figures for contact 
center and business process outsourc- 
ing provider) could reach over 
500,000 in the next four years, the in- 
dustry is not putting too much hope 
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Call center labor shortage 
bearing down on RP. =: 


| d | 


THE SUCCESS of call centers in the Р! 
shortage in the industry. 


in achieving this number. 

CCAP director Benedict Hernandez 
said the current shortage could be at- 
tributed to the current quality of edu- 
cation which college graduates re- 
ceive. This includes lack of proper En- 
glish communications skills neces- 
sary for this type of employment. 

Hernandez said the industry took 
notice of the labor shortage problem 
before but because of the double-dig- 
it growth rate of the call center indus- 
try human resource is having difficul- 

ping up. 

“Thus, we at the organization is in 
active talks with tie government, the 
academic institutions and even 
among our members so that we could 
come up with activities to produce 
graduates that are ready for the job at 
hand " Hernandez said. 

Hernandez said their activities in- 
dude working with the Technical Edu- 
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FLIPTUNES hopes to capture the magic Apple Computer did for 


iTunes 


Downloads 
as legal alte 


offered 
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to music distribution 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


A LOCALLY CREATED ONLINE 
music store is tapping the Filipino 
audiophile crowd to promote Fil- 
ipino musical talents but legit- 
imizes its operations by providing 
payment for downloaded music. 

Fliptunes (www.fliptunes.net), 
developed by Internet service 
provider Mosaic Communic 
tions, works similarly to Apple's 
iTunes download software but 
does not need to have a down- 
load client installed ina PC. 

А subscriber has to register to 
the website and open a PayEasy 
online payment account. There is 
no need to install a download 
dient since Fliptunes already has 
its own online download interface. 

The site, which started a litle 
over a month ago, features mostly 
local recording artists and their 
‘works, which could be downloaded 
either per song or as a whole album. 

There are also music videos 
and podcasts that could be down- 
loaded to Apples popular iPod 
digital music player. 

So far, Fliptunes already has 22 


A + 


recording artists, 20 albums with 
about 1,000 songs and about one 
dozen videos. The site plans to 
feature songs exclusively avail- 
able only in their website. 

Each song costs P40 per down- 
load while videos cost P80. 

‘The site also boasts of Microsoft 
Windows Media Digital Rights 
‘Management program to prevent 
redistribution of songs that are 
downloaded from their site. 

In an e-mailed response to In- 
fotech,  Fliptunes — President 
Robertson Chiang said the com- 
pany is currently building its au- 
dio library and is in negotiations 
with several record companies 
for distribution of original songs. 

Chiang noted that their inten- 
tion is to provide a legitimate al- 
temative to downloaded music, 
especially in a country where most 
songs installed in personal music 
players are copied from other 
Sources, 

"Without a legitimate alterna- 
tive, there was really no other 
way to get digital downloads. 
Hopefully through education, 
this crowd will slowly shift to le 
gitimate options," Chiang said. 


ippines is causing a manpower 


cation and Skills Development Au- 
thority to develop a courseware suited 
то сай center work. Some members of 
CCAP have also partnered directly 
with schools for teacher training and 
passing on the training to students, 
thus ensuring an immediate pool of 
workers for the company. 

But Hernandez said the contact 
center industry is still assured of a 
steady labor pool in the coming years, 
assuming that the industry's current 
activities to address the problem ar 
successful 

“Our activities now, if we dont 
make enhancements, could produce 
up to 200,000 employees. A lire bit 
of improvement in these programs 
could rack up about 300,000 people 
for the industry. But when do we see 
that the supply of workers matches 
the demand? It's anyone's guess,” 
Hernandez said. 
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AMA offers 5096 discount 
to victims of pre-need 
educational plan collapse 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


IT LEARNING INSTITUTION AMA EDU- 
cation System (AMAES) is offering a 50- 
percent discount on matriculation to pre- 
need plan holders whose accounts were 
closed when their pre-need providers 
went bankrupt. 

AMAES has signed a memorandum of 
agreement with Parents Enabling Parents 
(PEP) Coalition, an organization com- 
posed of plan holders seeking to get back 
their investments in the pre-need compa- 
nies that have closed, such as Pacific Plans 
and College Assurance Plans. 

The discount is available to over 200 
AMAES branches nationwide, including its 
subsidiaries such as AMA Computer Leam- 
ing Center, ABE International Business Col- 
lege, Norwegian Maritime Academy and 
St. Augustine School of Nursing. 

The discount could be applied to all 
АМА courses, from two-year to full four- 
year courses. 

Recipients of the discounts haveto pass 
an entrance exam required for all students 
of the school and must maintain a passing 
grade. Their discounts would be spread out 
in the duration of the course they choose, 

AMAES Senior Vice President for Opera- 
tions Patrick Azanza said the discount is 
available to all victims of the disastrous 
bankruptcy of pre-need companies and not 
justto members of PEP 

However, he said PEP would serve as 
endorser to applicants for the 50-per- 


cent discount. 

“For this school year, we're opening 
up 5,000 slots for this program. We've 
also allocated P150,000 per student, 
which amounts to P750 million," Azan- 
za said. 

‘Azanza noted that AMAES is willing to 
increase the number of slots to 10,000 in 
the next school year depending on the 
need and availability of funds. 

“Well look for sourcing of funds if we 
are to increase the slots. We may get this 
from our international branches," Azanza 
said. 

Meanwhile, PEP president Philip Piccio 
said they are in the process of looking for 
potential recipients of the AMAES dis- 
Count. 

Applicants could be members or non- 
members of PEP but they should present 
documents validating that they were vic- 
tims of the pre-need company closure. 

Piccio said PEP has about 10,000 plan 
holder members from different pre-need 
companies not just CAP and Pacific Plans 
but also from the Professional Group and 
Capitol, 

"There are over a million children affect- 
ed by the closures of their pre-need plans, 
Piccio said. 

Piccio is also urging other learning insti- 
tutions to also provide assistance to victims 
of the pre-need company closures. 

“These parents worked hard to give their 
children good education and it all disap- 
peared. Now, Tm calling other schools to 
lend some help to these parents.” 
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Tatlong kababayan at makabayang independer! 
Companies, ang EASTERN PETROLEUM, FLYING 
ay buong giting at taas-noong nagdedeklara пс 
independence from 100% fossil fuels—kaya nari 
kakayahang tumayo ng sarili para sa ikabubuti 


SUGOD МА with 


EASTERN PETROLEUM POWs 


Delivers equal power, better mileage, 
for at least P15/liter or 35% less than 


* More efficient, cleaner combustion esi 
gives you longer mileage, zero n 
emissions. 


* Conversion kit easily switches to 


regular fuel power when LPG 
runs out between refills. 


* Conversion kit available for cars 
and light vehicles up to 4-liters 
engine displacement. 


SUGOD МА with 


FLYING V BIODIESEL BLEND 
— Flying V. Leading the Way with BioDi 


> 
j Over 950,000 loads since Au 
fey growing acceptance of the 5 
é 'Y | BIODIESEL PREMIUM of Flying V BioDiesel premiu! 


Pre-blended CME at 
| 1% in Diesel available * Delivers more complete combustic 
ay at pumps ar} « Reduces exhaust emissions - for ck 
d ma * Completely cleans and lubricates - 
ENVIROTEK B100 з Flying V leads the way with its t 
100% CME additive |, iE while Kawing expar| 
packaged in 200ml sector and saving precious foreis| 


and 1 liter bottles 
Also available at all EASTERN, SE) 


SUGOD MA with 
SEAOIL E10 ETHANOL! 


Since August 2005, over 2 million mo 
the unique performance benefits of Г 


E10 Improves Engine E10 is Envird 
Performance Friendly 
* Higher octane rating * Reduces gre 
* Better combustion 1996, carbon 
* Cleaner fuel injection/engines toxic emisso 
* Improved fuel economy especially * Lower poten 
in carbureted engines 
* Supported by car warranties 
under the Worldwide Fuel Charter 


Fill up wit! 
Í Ang mga alternative fuel products na binanggit dito ay available ngayon at mabibili sa lahat ng mga energy stations 
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support of the FUEL ENHANCER AUTO LPG CONVERSION SPECIALIST SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
following institutions: The Premium BioDiesol USA ) DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
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NA, mga kapatid! 


ating piliin ang ating sariling nagliliyab na 
iandarin ang ating buhay at hanapbuhay. 


tFilipino Oil Maliwanag na narito na ang mga alternative power sources na 
V at SEAOIL, katugunan sa mga pahirap na dulot ng mataas na world oil prices. 
| Simula sa mahalagang araw na ito, binabati ang buong bansa ng 
isang malinis, mabilis, maaasahan, maginhawa at masinop na pag- 
lalakbay gamit ang ating sariling mga energy options. Mabuhay! 
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leal for fleet use where minimum, Pica Nae teen gatus gee hapa adt aga 3 d sept 
F 20% fuel savings per year is easily OPEN FOR DEALERSHIP: Mac Arthur Haay Sampaloc Арай, Pampanga 
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perience the versatility of the Powergas еее Colis Ma Mes fe, San ck, Barc, CO 
(б conversion kit - while saving money! POWER GAS FILLING STATIONS: 


5 E a A Mabn Avenue, Caloocan Cay Novaliches, Quezon City “Marulas, Valenzuela 
Alership or distributor inquiries are most welcome. * Commonwealth, Fairview, Quezon City * P. Tuazon, Quezon City * Edsa, Quezon City 
L NOW: 817-5639 * 817-6557 • 817-6443 * Sucat Road, Parahaque + Mac Arthur Hi-way, Malabon 


Power of the New Generation. 


and ENVIROTEK ADDITIVE! 


i Ц 
psel Solutions! Available at these listed stations now: 


North Luzon: La Union: Flying V Lingsat, San Fernando 
just, 2005 prove the Central Luzon: Pangasinan: Ping VBinalonane Ping V Sison 
gnificant attributes е z uera Ecija: Pung V Zaragoza «flying V Gapan Zambales ying V 
É Subic Fang V Olongapo «Flying V Botolan * Tarlac: уто V Capas 
im pump blend: e! “Pampanga: Flying V Balibago, Angeles « Bulacan: Flying V Sta. Maria 
In + for vastly increased mileage! 
an air and a healthy environment! 


for improved performance! 


© superior BioDiesel 


а the coconut agri-business South Luzon: Cavite: Flying V Noveleta + Laguna: Flying V Mabitac ois i Жу? 
E r ae Soa V tora Cana Fia ү. Бәдәр Road ue Кош Batangas BioDiesel Pioneer. BioDiesel Ready. 
ge. Fig Tampa, Up png V utowoy Tay” Quezon: Ping V nana 


i ‘Davao: Fiying V Bago Aplaya, Davao City + Fying V Magsaysay cor. 
OIL and USA 88 stations! Guerrero SU Davao бу * Буш V Bankerohan, Matina, Davao Gly 


orists nationwide have experienced 
10 Ethanol-blended gasoline. 


inmentally E10 is less dependent 
on foreign oil 
nhouse gas by * Reduced oil imports 
[monoxide by 30%, * Economic stimulation 
ns up to 22% В * Employment and improved 
tial of ozone damage standard of living E10 is also available 
at pumps of EASTERN 


G V. 
E10 Ethanol today - and fuel the change! ng OM 


ng tatlong oil companies na EASTERN PETROLEUM, FLYING V, at SEAOIL. 


BANK оғ THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS EG GHINABANK 


? 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


w BUSINESS MONDAY UNE 172008 
US official says upcoming trade talks deadlines critical ^ China plans 


WASHINGTON-NEWUSTRADE ing anything less than a signifi- — Thenegotiationshavemisseda with the goal of wrapping up ће. “If we are not done with all the te it 
Representative Susan Schwab last cant reduction in trade barriers number of deadlines so far be- major outlines of a deal by the critical elements by the end of Ju- О unt e 
week said that it is crucial for ne- on farm products, manufactured cause of an inability to reach а end of July. ly it will be very hard to meet that 
gotators to wrap up the key ele- goods and service industries such deal on cutting farm barriers in Shesaid the timing was crucial schedule,” she said. fe t d 
ments ofa global trade agreement as banking. Europe, the United States and because, юш significant Schwab, who had been a orex trade 
bye end of July butshe didnot “The United States is deter. other rich nations, and a refusal progress incoming weeks, acom- deputy trade representative since 
reveal how she planned to over- mined to seek a robust outcome,” of major developing countries pleted deal probably cannot be November, is Bush's third top t 
come major obstacles with Europe she said. “We are not willing to such as India and Brazil to agree achieved by the end of this year. trade negotiator. Sys ems 
and developing nations. settle for something less than an (о significant tariff reductions in ^ Sheszidthe agreement needed She succeeds Portman, who 

Schwab, who won Senate con- ambitious outcome.” the areas of manufactured goods to be done by late December in маз picked by Bush this spring to 
firmation to succeed Rob Port- ‘The United States is among and services. order to make sure it can be sent become White House budget di- 
man as the top US trade negotia- 149 nations who are trying to Schwab said she would travel to the US Congress under expe- rector as part of a White House 
To last Thursday saidtheadmin- conclude a global round of trade to Geneva at the end of June for dited procedures that are set to shake-up to bolster the residents 
istration had no interest in pursu- talks known as the Doha Round. another round of negotiations expire on July 1, 2007. sagging approval ratings. АР 

be the latest in a series of re- 


G-8 finance à 
chiefs warn of FT sla EEG 


The new system маз 


BEIJING—THE CENTRAL BANK 
is planning on combining Chi- 
паз traditional foreign ex- 
change trading system with a 
new system initiated last year by 
the end of 2006, the official Chi- 
na Securities Journal said on 
Saturday. 

An integrated system would 


У алкады 


— 


5 = 1 x Е launched а year ago and allows 

F ; f domestic trading in eight for- 

soaring oil rates ' ee 

$ wards a market-based environ- 

ment by allowing homegrown 

lenders to trade foreign cur- 

rencies, but is separate from 
yuan trading. 

The country’s decade-old 
interbank market, the China 
Foreign Exchange Trade Sys- 
tem (CFETS), currently trades 
just four currency pairs—the 
yuan against the euro, yen, 
Hong Kong dollar and US dol- 
lar. 

A merging of the two sys- 
tems would also allow trading 
in swaps and futures as well as 
spot trading of the yuar 
against other currencies, said 
the journal. 


ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA—FI- In the face of calls in Europe to 
nance ministers from the Group of diversify energy supplies away 
Eight leading industrialized na- from a strong reliance on Russia, 
tions said in a draft communique which currently supplies a quarter 
Saturday that global economic of European energy, Russia has in- 
growth is strong, but warned of sisted that predictable markets for 
dangers posed by high energy its oil and gas area key part of en- 
prices and global imbalances. ergy security. The draft appeared 
“Global growth remains strong to acknowledge both positions. 
and is gradually becoming more “Ме recognize the importance 
broadly based,” said the minis- of ... diversification of energy 
ters, who met in St. Petersburg in markets and supply sources and 
the run-up to next month's sum- of strengthened emergency re- 
mit of the G-8 leaders. “However, sponse cooperation in ensuring 
downside risks from high and energy security” the draft said. 
volatile energy prices and widen- The ministers also drafted a 
ing global imbalances remain.” separate statement focusing on 
"The ministers called for promot- the need to support impoverished China is speeding up capital 
ing greater transparency and relia- nations access to energy supplies. жан кы me 
bilityin energy market data through "Ме urge national governments F : e aaa Gens кшем 
developing a global common stan- and multilateral and bilateral А А sapakan taga 
dard for reporting oil reserves. donors to integrate energy issues bal eL Lo rh deus d 
Finance ministers had been ex- into poverty reduction and coun- 4 $ 245 Адан spere] 
to discuss how the United try assistance strategies, including f $ E doll; a ЖК Mee ч 
‘States is dealing with its huge trade options for the least developed Р т ese eee 
deficit and what policies other coun- countries to tap their natural re- T АРЫБА ААА 
tries are pursuing to bolster domes- sources potential," they said. 1 a d pa = у. ی‎ 
tie growth asa way of supporting US Тһе document saluted the role a E 
exports. Without referring directly played by emerging economies exchange forwards in the 
to the United States, the draft called like Russia, China . i Brazil in P yuan a month later, and also 
the task of addressing economicim- funding development projects in 46 ^ Б 1 kicked off over-the-counter 
balances a "shared responsibility" the world's poorest nations. trading for the yuan and start- 
The US Commerce Depart- Russia, which is leading the G- eda market-making system in 
ment last Friday said that the 8 for the firsttime, is keen to flex | BREATHTAKING January. 
Wade deficit rose to $63.4 billion financial muscles that have been | A female visitor views models of high-rise apartment buildings during the opening ofa real estate The central bank of China al- 
їп April, after two months of rare buffed by billions of dollars in oil | exposition in Suzhou, east China. Middle and small sized apartments with low prices are popular among so published rules in February, 
declines, pushed higher by surg- money flowing into its coffers ata | visitors, China's Xinhua news agency said. Weeks ago, China's Cabinet took aggressive steps to cool off one | permitting Interest rate swaps 
ing ой prices and а flood of im- time of record world prices. It is | ofthe hottest partsin the country's red-hot economy, ordering measures to restrain soaring housing prices | for the first time 
ported furniture, televisions and the world’s second largest oil ex- | and discourage real estate speculation. » Last Friday, the yuan traded 
toys from China. porter after Saudi Arabia. АР at8.015:$1. Reuters 


US court World Cup seen to slow down Latin America market trade 


orders Varig NEW YORK—LATIN AMERICAS nament,” said Clyde Wardle, HS- gain and biggest one-day fall in have qualified for all 17 World since April 26 
fixation with World Cup football BC emerging markets analyst. four years, each more than 4 per- Cup tournaments. “1 have no doubts at all that 
, over the next month is likely to “Tes likely to translate into low- cent moves, as emerging markets Two-time champion Argentina trading volume will dry out when 
to return jets hit volumes in regional financial er volatility but we could see some globally were roiled by rising in- also has matches during trading Brazil and Argentina play, but 1 
markets, but opinions differ on quiet spikes, that is, you could see terest rates in the United States, sessions don't think this is likely to impact 
to Boeing whether it will cool the volatility large movement but without a Europe and Asia. The World Bank, in a special the market trend,” said emerging 
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that has rocked emerging mar- large amount of market noise.” "The question is whether the World Cup feature posted with a market analyst Ricardo Amorim 
kets. Of the 32 teams in the month- distraction of the World Cup will link on its website, said: “Studies of West LB. 

With Brazil markets closing long tournament that opened last calm the financial turbulence. suggest that success or failure in Stock markets globally were 
early on game days, Argentina's Friday in Germany, six are from Brazil appears to be the only football (or soccer) may affecta shaken in recent weeks by con- 
stock market bringing in a giant Latin America. country which closes its markets country’s economy.” cerns that US interest rates could 
à TV screen for marches, and Тее include Brazil, Mexico early for World Cup games on One of the sites papers ex- rise further than previously ex- 
craft to various plaintiffs includ- traders betting electronically in and Argentina—the region's trading days. plores how World Cup match out- pected, which would make riskier 
ing Boeing Co. Mexico, investors’ attention biggest economies—which have Lehman Brothers emerging comes plays on investor mood emerging market investments 

An injunction called for Varig, could drift unless global markets seen wide swings in the prices of markets analyst John Welch, who and stock market performance. relatively less attractive. 
which declared bankruptcy а tremble, analysts said. their stocks, bonds and curren- worked in Brazil, said trading Argentina's stock market could Тһе World Cup could make 
year ago, to stop operating the “Basically we see lower vol- cies inthe past month. volumes would definitely fall. surely benefit from a boostin pos- buyers for bonds scarce in Latin 
aircraft on June 12 and to retum umes on game days, especially The Brazilian real, the regional Brazil has won the Cup five itive investor sentiment. Its Mer- America, notes IDEAglobal's 
them to the plaintiffs by June 16. when a country’s (team) is play. bellwether currency, in the past times, more than any othercoun- val benchmark stock market in- emerging markets analyst En- 


The injunction also called for ing but also throughout the tour- month staged its biggest one-day try and is the only country to dex lost more than 20 percent rique Alvarez. Reuters 
Varig's non-operating aircraft to 


Ew emn Nervous US markets await key Japan to give China, 


planes at the airline, but the court 


. . 

Order listed seven planes. Earlier, nfl t d ta aft h k Así [ bnol 
айп non троп pass MINAUON Cal er rough wee sia coal technology 
„airplane total at seven. 

Founded in 1927, Varig- short NEW  YORK--AFTER WALL possibility that interest rates 0.9 percent in April; core PPI-ex- 
for Viacao Aerea Rio- Street suffered its worst week so could keep climbing and put a se- cluding volatile food and ener- 
Grandense—has long been one of {аг this year, interest rate worries rious dent in economic growth. — gy—isseen rising 0.2 percent. 
Brazil's best-known companies continue to haunt investors. Fed Chair Ben Bernanke all but On Wednesday, the department 
globally. But it has been struggling Тһе markets nervousness will guaranteed another rate hike at follows up with its consumer price 
for years, racking up debt and los- likely extend this week, with the the June 28-29 policy meeting index. CPI is expected to increase 
ing market share to more cost-effi- disclosure of economic numbers when he said last week that core 0.4 percent after a 0.6-percent rise 
cient rivals like TAM and Gol. critical to the Federal Reserve's inflation--without energy or last month. Analysts are predict- 

On Thursday an employee next move on interest rates. Asin food prices—is nearing the limits ing a more modest 0.2 percent 
group, known by its Portuguese the past, data that is too hot or of the central bank's tolerance. growth in core CPI following а 
acronym TGV, was the lone bid- too cold could give stocks a sharp Bernanke appeared willing to 0.3-percent jump in April. 
der at a public auction, offering move in either direction. stunt economic growth and raise On Thursday, the Commerce 
$449 million for Varig. But the Last week, the Dow Jones in- rates as much as necessary in or- Department posts industrial ac- 
bid was well below the minimum dustrials shed 356 points, the der tostem inflation. tivity for May. Growth in output is 
price of $860 million stipulated Nasdaq composite index widened For this reason, this week's da- forecast to slow to 0.2 percent 
by the court overseeing the auc- із loss for 2006 and the Standard ta on wholesale and consumer from 0.8 percent in April; capaci- 
tion, raising doubts about & Poors 500 index now lingers prices will be particularly impor- ty utilization is seen staying flat 
whether it would be approved. just above the fatline. tant for Wall Street's outlook on at 82 percent. 

Brazilian Judge Luiz Roberto Ever since late last year, in- the economy. Coupled with the Fridays consumer-sentiment 
Ayoub had said he would decide vestors have been watching infla- potential for an economic crash, index from the University of 
on Friday whether to authorize rion data for signals that the Fed the uncertainty has investors’ Michigan will be monitored for 
the sale of Varig, which has been has hiked rates enough to contain backs against the wall. evidence of deteriorating con- 
Operating under bankruptcy pro- price increases. Over the past two Last week, the Dow tumbled sumer strength. The index's pre- 
tection for the last year. years, the central bank has 3.16 percent, the S&P 500 liminary reading for June is ex- 

But he decided to postpone the nudged the nation’s key short- dropped 2.79 percent and the pected to tick 0.1 point lower to 
ruling until today after receiving term lending rate 16 consecutive Nasdaq plunged 3.8 percent. 79. 
anew bid fan a mq he з times to а current level of 5 per- “The Labor Department tomor- — Investors will also be anticipat- 
vestment fund called the Multi- cent. row will release the May reading ing the government's weekly up- > it i 
long Corp, which offered $800 But while the economy has of its closely watched producer date ap | „ы Panic arbor ee Ce nee 
millon for the troubled carrier A shown evidence of cooling off, oil price index, which measures price reserves Wednesday and the La- | toeommercalizeitby 2010. Japan fears that China's exploita- 
company official could not immé- prices stili stand above $70 a bar- changes for goods at the whole- bor Department's report on first- If all goes well, the Chinese tion of te area could tap into re- 
diately be reached for comment. rel and are considered a potential sale level. Overall PPI is projected time unemployment claims, out | firms by that year will have set sourcesin its own zone, Reuters 

Reuters inflation threat—which raises the to grow 0.5 percent after surging Thursday АР 
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LOS ANGELES—A NEW YORK 
State Supreme Court on Friday 
ordered troubled Brazilian airline. 
Varig to turn over a number of air- 


TOKYO—JAPAN IS SET TO upaplantableto process 3,000 
provide China with technology tons a day at a cost of 100 
that uses liquefaction of coal to lion yen ($878.1 million), with 
produce fuel such as gasoline, Мейо receiving fees for the use 
an attempt to relieve rising ofthe technology. 
world energy demand, the Ni- — Japan has been working to 
hon Keizai Shimbun (Nikkei) develop coal liquefaction tech- 
said on Saturday. nology since the 1980s, but its 
The growth of emerging relatively high cost kept it from 
economies such as China has being a practical option until 
made the demand for energy recently, when world oil prices 
an increasingly pressing issue shot up, the Nikkei said. 
in Asia, with one of many dis- Тһе Nikkei said that Japan 
putes between Japan and its g- was also in negotiations for 
ant Asian neighbor centering similar cooperation with In- 
on development of gas fields in donesia and was considering 
the East China Sea. doing so with India, Mongolia 
The new technology pro- and the Philippines. 
duces petroleum fuels such as Japanese and Chinese offi- 
gasoline and kerosene by sub- cials last month agreed to 
jecting powdered coal to heat launch a policy dialogue aimed 
‘and pressure, the Nikkei said. ах threshing out specific projects 
An independent agency under and goals on energy cooperation 
Japan's trade ministry the New іп the hopes that it would help 
Energy and Industrial Technology improve strained bilateral ties. 
Development Organization (Ne- Тһе two nations disagree over 
do), wil join two Chinese energy the position of the border be- 


nc IPAGDIWANG ANG ARAW NG KALAYAAN ! 
GET YOUR FREEDOM FROM UNEMPLOYMENT 
Jobs... New Jobs... More Jobs! 


POMA-TRAINIMG FOR WORK SCHOLARSHIP PROGR 


IN CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE DAY 
YOUR GOVERNMENT OFFERS FREE ASSESSMENT FOR 
CALL CENTER AND MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION APPLICANTS 


* FREE TESTING FOR THE FIRST 50,000 CALL CENTER APPLICANTS 


NO PREPARATION OR REVIEW NECESSARY 


You will report to a TESDA Office to take the test for call center agents. It will be a simple 7 minutes 
verbal test where you will use an ordinary telephone. A TESDA staff will help you make a call to start the test. 
You will hear a computer recording and you will respond to the instructions given by the computer. Your 
responses will be recorded and scored by the computer and results will be available after 5 minutes, 

The scoring is fully automated. If your score is 61 or above, you are immediately “hireable” and you will 
be immediately endorsed for employment to a call center. 

If you have a score of 55-60, you are considered a "near-hire" and you will immediately be given a 
scholarship certificate for training in a PGMA English Proficiency finishing course in a TESDA-registered 
center. 

If you get a score lower than 55, you will not qualify for a call center job but you may proceed to take 
another aptitude test to be given by TESDA to determine in which other jobs you may be suited, and for which 
you will also be given a training scholarship certificate. 

Call center applicants who have previously registered with the TESDA Regional/Provincial Offices in 
April and May, 2006 may now take this test from June 19 to 23, 2006. They should report for testing to the 
TESDA Office where they filed their application. 


Area Venue Testing Schedule ?am- 5pm 


Metro Manila Агу of the 6 TESDA District Offices in Quezon City, June 19-23 
Makati City, Caloocan City. Mandaluyong City, June 26-30, 2006 
Taguig City and Manila 


Other Regions TESDA Regionaland Provincial Offices June19-23, 2006 


* FREE TESTING FOR MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION APPLICANTS 


NO PREPARATION OR REVIEW NECESSARY 


Applicants for medical transcription jobs will report to any of the designated venues to take the 
internet-based test starting July 10, 2006. Tests will be available up to August 10, 2006. Applicants who pass 
the test will be immediately given training scholarship certificates. 


Designated Venues Testing Schedule ?am-5pm 


1. Pampanga - TESDA Regional Office No. ill. san Femando, Pampanga Tel. (072)888-39-66 July 10 - August 10, 2006 
2. lolo City - John B. Lacson ITCenter, Molo, lloilo City July 10 - August 10, 2006 
Tel, No. (033) 336-10-82 
3. Ibilo City - Saint Zita Development Center, Ledesma cor. Jalandoni, Davao City July 10 - August 10, 2006 
Tel. No. (033) 337-21-10 
4. Davao City - TESDA Regional Office No. ХІ, Anda St., Davao City, Tel. No.(082]221-8778 July 10 - August 10, 2006 


A joint undertaking of the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA), 
Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) and the Office of the Presidential Adviser for Job Creation 


TESDA is JOBS is TESDA 


у, ; 

[3255 3 Technical Education and Department of Labor РД: Office ofthe Presidential 

$ Z3 Skils Development Authority <» j and Employment Adviser for Job Creation 
—— MÀ — M ——————— 


TESDA REGIONAL/DISTRICT OFFICES 


National Capital Region- Camanava- DUSIRS Building Caloocan City Hall, Caloocan City, Telephone: 287-2137 Pasay/Makati- Bldg. 2, Ground Floor, 
Pamantasan Ng Makati, J. P. Rizal Avenue., West Rembo, Makati City, Telephone: 811-2854/ 881-2854 Manila- Ground Floor, Cem Bldg. Palanca St., Cor Plaza 
Lacson, Sta. Cruz, Manila, Telephone: 735-2772 Muntiparlas-tapat- TESDA Complex, East Service Road, South Superhighway, Taguig City, Metro Manila, 
Telephone: 810-5814 PaMaMariSan- 207 Neptali Gonzales Main Academic Bldg., Boni Avenue., Mandaluyong City Quezon City- Quezon City Hall Compound, 
Quezon City, Telephone: 929-2908/927-9091, Cordillera Administrative Region -Loakan Rd. Baguio City, Telephone(074) 447-3487/074) 305-2405, 
Emall:susancarbonel@yahoo.com Reglon.I-Quezon Avenue, Catbangen, San Fernando City, La Union, Telephone: (072) 888-3966 to 68, Emailtesdaro@sfu.com 
Region Il- Сайа, Tuguegarao City, Cagayan, Telephone: (078) 844-1219/844-1359/5521, Emailttesdaro2@cag.pwortd.net.ph Region Ill-Regional Govemment 
Center, Brgy. Maimpis, San Fernando City, Pampanga, Telephone: (045)961-5334 Email: tesdaci@yahoo.com Region IV-A (CALABARZON)-TESDA Complex, 
East Service Rd., So. Super Highway, Taguig City. Telephone: 893-1972/815-3553 Email:mspdelarama@tesda.gov.ph. Region IV-B (MIMAROPA)-PEVOTI Bldg., 
TESDA Complex, East Service Rd., So. Super Highway, Taguig City. Telephone: 888-5753 Email:tesdamimaropa@yahoo.com Region V- Regional Center, Rawis, 
Legazpi City, Telephone: (052) 820-5324/ (052) 820-5325 Email: tesda5@mayon cats eduph Region Vi-Zamora Street, lloilo City, Telephone: (033)337-8685. 
Email: tesdar6@skyinet net Region VII - Archbishop Reyes Ave., Banilad, Cebu City, Telephone: (032)232-29214032) 231-6718, Email: tesda7@cvis.net.ph Region 
Vill- TESDA Complex, Abucay, Tacloban City, Telephone: (053) 321-4365/4366, Region IX-Zamboanga City District Tel. Nos. : (062) 992-12874062) 991-3229 / 
991-9434/ (0920) 921.9713, Email : administration@tesd09.ora; administration@tesda09 com. tesda03rd@mozcom.com, Region X - TESDA Regional Office 10, 
Jupiter.Chavez Sts., Macasandig, Cagayan De Oro City, Tel. Nos. : (088) 857-1665 / 857-1667/ (08822) 725519/ (0917) 745-2926/ (0917) 921-6822. Email 
tesdar10@philcom.ph: sbmarangaMtesda.qov ph, Region XI — J & S Building, Anda St. , Davao City, Tel. Nos. : (082) 221-8778, Email : tesdadavao@pidtdsinet, 
Region XII + SPDA Compound, Koronadal City, Tel. Nos. : (083)228-9723 / (083)520-0176, Email : tesda12@pldtdsi tesdareo: оо.сот, CARAGA - G/F 
Шао Building St., R. Ochoa Ave., cor. Palm St. Butuan City, Tel. Nos. : (085) 341-5220 / (085) 225-5541, Email : tesdacaraga@skyinet.net 
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TeleDevelooment CORPORATION 


Developing People, Programs, and Projects “Technology to pone or beset.” 


in association with: 


A 


PI 
a} Development Bank of the Philippines 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Development Bank of the Philippines is inviting Interested bidders to apply for eligibility 
and to bid for the Supply and Delivery of Sports Utility Vehicle (4x4) Pick-up: 


Cost of Bid 
Documents 


P5,000.00 


Vehicle Type Units | Approved 
| Budget" 


Р 7,980,00000 


“Four wheel all terrain or sport utility type 4x4 в 
Pick-up double cab vehicle with heavy duty 
chassis and body. Engine with displacement 
of 2800 co, but not exceeding 3500 co, Turbo 
Intercooled diesel, 5 speed МІТ, Power 
Steering, Aloy magwheels (5 pcs.), spare tira 

іо lock, Brakes front ventilated disc 

BS with EBD, All Power 

(doors/windows), Standard interior! 
exterior features equipped., Safety features 
with airbag, Mulli-directonal Fog lamps and 
Security features equipped with remote 
keyless entry with alarm, Side step board, 
Seatbelt (tronVrear), Headrest (ronurear), 
Airconditioning System with multiple vents, 
standard tools, AM/FM stereo cassette with 
CD player, Tint (one-way), Warranty (1 year). 
Free LTO registration, sunshield matting, 
EW, seat cover.” 


| 


Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid Opening 


Expected Date of Delivery: August 2006 
Schedule of Activities 


Particulars 
Pre-Bidding Conference 


Date 


T 
June 21,2006 (Wednesday) | 
#1000 am | 
“On or pelore" 300 am oF 
diy , 2006 (Wednesday) 


Venue 
Ө” Floor, DBP Buliding, 
Makati CIty 

BAG Secretariat, Ө" Floor, 
DBP Buliding, Makati City 


"Submission of Elgiblity 
Requirement Documents, 
Technical and Financial 
Proposals 


‘Opening of Eiigibiity 
Requirement Documents, 
Technical and Financial 
Proposals (Prospective. 
Bidders are encouraged to | 
| 


July S, 2006 (Wednesday) at 


‘6th Floor, DBP Building, 
10:30 a.m. 


Makati City 


attend this activity) 


‘Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as specified in the IRR-A 
Of R.A 9184, and s restricted to Filipino citizens or organizations with at least sity percent (60%) 
interest belonging to citizens of the Philippines and must be authorized car dealer. Oniy Bids от 
Bidders who passed the eligibility check wil be opened. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid 
(LB) shall undergo the post-qualficalion stage in order to finally determine responsiveness of he 
bid to technical and financial requirements of the project. The contract shall then be awarded to the 
Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCR) who was determined as such during post- 
qualification procedure. 


BN 


ues 


requirements: 


Letter of Application; 
Comprehensive 
authenticated documents; 

Vision and Mission for the Negros State College of 


Agriculture: 


Birth Certificate, NBI, Ombudsman and Police 
Clearances, 
and current and pending administrative/criminal case/s; 


NEGROS STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE 
Kabankalan City. Negros Occidental 
Сөй Phone Nos. 092062387 18/09173015565 
Fax No. clo OffceCom-Kabankalan. (034) 471-3425 


THE SEARCH COMMITTEE FOR THE NEGROS STATE 
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE (NSCA) PRESIDENCY 
‘Announces the opening ol ho 
SEARCH FOR NSCA PRESIDENCY 

Minimum Qualifications: 

1. A holder of a Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)/Doctor of 
Education (Ed.D) or any earned doctoral degree in 
related academic fields; 

Must have five years relevant managerial and 
administrative experience; 
Must be a natural born Filipino citizen with proven 
Integrity and not convicted with any administrative 
and/or criminal cases; and 
4. Preferably not more than sixty (60) years old: 
Applicants are requested to submit the following 


Republic of the Philippines 


@A2StoreyLunay 
condo projeclocated 
In BAGUIO is available 
for development/ 
funding. 

‘© Project has approved 
permits ВЕСС, 

e Located among the 
cordillera mountains 
wi fantastic view of 
Chinasea, 

ets foggy condition 
and cold weather 
brings back the glory. 
days of Baguio! 

* Very ideal for Retirees 

* Local and international 
markets readily 
available, 
fering Ња 

(0917) 791-3714 

(0917) 535-1387 


Tis Beachfront 
‘Condominium 
projets looking 
forcodereloper! 
contractor wl funding 
capably to put up 
buldings. 
‘Located in Launlon, 
near Poro point. 
eldealforlocal 
Aorégnrelires, 
I buldingstobe 
put uplwith 50-70 
units per building) 
o tstbuilding 
curently ongoing 
construct 
@Lacalandintemational 
market isredly 
available, 
for ipares, Pis, cal: 
(0917) 791-3714 
(0917) 535-1387 


Resumé supported with 


and disclosure of Assets and Liabilities 


Service Records 
10. Physical, psycho neuro and drug test 


In addition, applicants are requested to submit five (5) sets 
of formal applications and certified support documents not 
later than July 15, 2006 to 

Dr. Wenceslao O. Sison, Jr. 

clo DR. MILAGROS M. ROMERO 

Member, NSCA Search Committee for Presidency 
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE M 


CHED Regional Office VI NO 


#12 New Washington Street, Jaro, Iloilo City 
Tel. No. (033) 3206976 


and for queries, please contact the Secretariat, through the 


Биз: tamaa 
эдю үнс oat 
(Casse бөре une 26200) 
‘Transfer Students 


Board Secretary, Nelly Navales-Cabual, Negros State 
College of Agriculture, Kabankalan City, Negros Occidental 
with contact Numbers 09173015561 or 09206238718. 


Interested parties may download these forms at www.devbankphiLcom.gh and at the Electronic 
Procurement Service of the Department of Budget and Management. Prospective bidders may 
secure the bid documents and Eligibilty Requirement Forms from the BAC Secretariat, 6th Floor, 
DBP Bulling, Makati City, upon payment of a non-refundabie fee of Php 5,000.00. 

The Bank reserves the right to reject any and ай bids, annul the bidding process, or not award the 
contract at any time prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any ability to the affected 
bidder or bidders. 


For further inquiries, please call telephone numbers 8125702/8189511 loc. 2610. 


Bids and Awards Committee 
үрә June 58 12.2008) 
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“We seem to give her back to Thee. О God. 
Who gavesr her to us. Vet as Thou didst not lose her in gtulng. 
so we do not lose her by her return.” 


Our dearly beloved 


Conchita Martinez Padilla 


June 23, 1918 


у 
Bo 


A 


POEA 24-HR HOTLINES 
722-1144 - 122-1155 


SON 
CREDIT CARDS HONORED 
RUSSERVOLT 
тту me. OC 
энен Ave 920179495 


Cardinal Sanchez celebrates 
38" Episcopal Ordination 


ON JUNE 13, 2006, HIS EMINENCE, JOSE T. CAR- 
dinal Sanchez, will celebrate his 60° Sacerdotal, 


Cardinal Sanchez is the spiritual leader and ad- 
viser of the Pefiafrancia Devotees Association, Inc. 


Peacefully joined the Lord 
and her husband, Pablo A. Padilla, Sr. 
on June 11, 2006 


Her loving children: Carolina and Tito Roy, Teresita, 
Pablo Jr. and Maria Luisa Pronstroller, and Angel Ernesto, 
grandchildren: Karen and Robson, Juan Paolo, 
Rhea and Allan, Rachel and Ronald, Louella, Susan Melissa and Pablo Marito TV, 
and great grandchildren: Lorenzo, Francesca and Anna Karina, 
request relatives and friends to offer prayers 
to celebrate the beginning of her life everlasting. 


The family members would like to invite relatives and friends 
to pay their last respects to their beloved mother and grandmother 
at the Sanctuario Sto. Niño Chapel, 

Kapitan Pepe Subdivision, Cabanatuan City, 
starting Tuesday, June 13, 2006. 


Her final journey to the Lord will take place 
on Thursday, June 15, 2006 after the 8 AM Holy Mass. 


* ,. And life Is eternal and love ts Immortal, and death is only a horizon. 
and a horizon Is nothing but the limit of our sight...” 


Forde Joren OP. 


In lieu of flowers, your offerings to the Carmel of Our Lady of Nazareth 
ог Cathedral Construction Project, Cabanatuan City, 
‘would be much appreciated. 


38* Episcopal Ordination and 15* Elevation to the 
College of Cardinals, in a simple Celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist to be held at the Dominican Daugh- 
ters of the Immaculate Mother (DDIM) Church at 
872 St. Joseph 51, Commonwealth Ave., Quezon 
City 

Cardinal Sanchez is the Prefect Emeritus of the 
Congregation for the Clergy. Born in March 17, 
1920 of Pandan Catanduanes, His Eminence was 
ordained Priest in 1946, and became Auxiliary 
Bishop of Caceres in 1968. In 1972, he became 
Bishop of Lucena and later in 1982, the Metropoli- 
tan Archbishop of Nueva Segovia. in 1985, he was 
appointed Secretary of the Congregation for the 
Evangelization of Peoples. 

In 1991, Cardinal Sanchez was elevated to 
the Sacred College of Cardinals. On the same 
year, he was appointed Prefect of the Congre- 
gation for the Clergy. 


of Metro Manila, which is headed by Dr. Rosario 
Prieto-Felipe. The Pehafrancia Devotees Associa- 
tion conducts free medical and dental missions 
every month in depressed areas, where medical 
and dental services, medicines, and even vitamins 
are given free to indigents, in the name of our Be- 
loved "INA", Our Miraculous Virgin of Pehafrancia. 

His Eminence, Jose T. Cardinal Sanchez, is 
based in the Vatican City. He remains to be the 
most respected representative and patriarch of the 
Filipino Catholic Community in the Vatican. He is 
always ready to assist, counsel, and represent Fili- 
pinos in Rome or Europe in their spiritual needs. 

Congratulations, His Eminence, Jose T. Cardi- 
nal Sanchez! 

We wish you continued blessings of good health 
and Divine Guidance in your leadership as the Pas- 
tor and Religious Envoy of the Filipino in the 
Vatican. Mabuhay po kayo, Eminence! 


UP professor received international award abroad 


DR. VIRGEL C. BINGHAY, ASSOCIATE PROFES- 
sor and Chair of the Graduate Studies Program of 
the U.P. SOLAIR received the prestigious "HR 
Leadership Award" during the "Global HR Excel- 
lence Awards" rites held at the Taj Lands End in. 
Mumbai, India last Feb. 3. Binghay was chosen for 
"his leadership and well-known contribution in the 
field of HR such that his position in the HR frater- 
nity is strategic and iconic. As thinker and doer, he 
is a believer and role model and believer of 
change." The awards rites was part of the “2006 
World HRD Congress” last Feb. 2 to 4, where 
Binghay was also an invited speaker. He spoke 
about “Aligning Culture to Corporate Goals” to 
more than 900 professionals in attendance from 31 
countries across the globe. 

"The World HRD Congress was a rendezvous 


of HR professionals behind some of the world’s 
‘most successful and sought-out corporations, 
with the objective of providing а platform for 
networking and sharing the best practices for 
organizational transformation and develop- 
ment. As such the World HRD Congress had the 
following specific objectives: (1) to provoke 
thinking, encourage interaction and provide di 
rection to the HR community and CEOs and 
those who manage corporations; (2) to provide 
a balance mix of specific HR knowledge, sharing 
best practices and next generation ideas in HR; 
(3) to prepare and re-position organizations to 
the 21" century requirement, thinking and 
working culture; and (4) to realize the scope of 
Changes in skill-sets and gear up to meet the 
challenges of the future. 


More Classified Ads on Page A8 : Philhealth, 
Department of the Interior and Local Government, 

City Government of General Santos City, 

City Government of Zamboanga, Zamboanga City Water 
District, and Davao Prison & Penal Farm's Invitation to Bid. 


Bukas na liham para kay Pangulong Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, 


Environment Secretary Angelo Reyes 


at sa Sambayanang Pilipino 


pat 94 


1sang-daanat walong taon na ang nakararaan nang makamit natin ang ating kalayaan mula sa mga mapanupil na Kastila. Noong Hunyo 12, 1898 sa Kawit, Cavite muli nating nasilayan 
ang pagwagayway ng watawat ng Pilipinas na sumasalamin sa katapangan at katapatan ng ating mga bayani. 


Naging bahagi ng kasaysayan na ito ang Biak-na-Bato, San Miguel, na tinatawag ngayong Biak-na-Bato National Park, sapagkat naging ligtas na kublihan at kuta ito ni Heneral Emilio 


Aguinaldoat ng magigiting na rebolusyonaryo sa рапа! 


hon ng kanilang pakikidigma upang makamit ang minimithing kalayaan. 


Mapalad tayong mga Pilipino, lalo't higit kaming mga Bulakenyo sapagkat iniwan at ipinamana sa atin ng magigiting na bayani ng himagsikan ang isang kasaysayan na kailanman ay 
nakatatak na sa ating pagkatao. Tatak ito ng kagitingan na kailanman ay hindi natin hahayaang masayang at yurakan. 


Ngayon, dala naming mga Bulakenyo ang isang pakikipa 
upang mapangalagaan at mapanatili ang makasaysayang Biak-na-Bato na naging saksi sa pagtitiis, 


Pilipino ngayon. 


ilaban, kasama ang mga nasa hanay ng pamahalaang lokal, simbahang Katoliko at non- government organizations (NGOs), 
pagsisikap at katapangan upang makamit ang kalayaang ipinagdiriwang ng Sambayanang 


Nakalulungkot na maaaring isang araw dahil sa patuloy na pag-abuso sa kabundukan ng Susong Dalaga ay magising na lamang ang mga Pilipinong lumulutang sa panganib kasabay ang 


pag-agos sa kawalan ng isang kasaysayan ng 


kagitinganat kalayaan na mahigit sampung dekada na nating pinagbubunyi. 


Hinihingi namin sa Sambayanang Pilipino nasamahan ninyo kami sa himagsikang ito, tulad ng pagkakaisang ipinamalas ng mga rebolusyonaryong Pilipino na nakipaglaban para saating 


kalayaan. 


Gayundinay hinihingi namin sa ating Pangulong Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo at DENR Secretary Angelo Reyes na bigyang-pansin ang aming hiling sapagkat mahalagang mapangalagaan 
natinang isang kasaysayan ng kagitingan na sinisimbulo ng Biak-na-Bato. 


Higit kanino man, bilang mga Pilipino, tungkulin nating lahat naalagaan at protektahan ito laban sa pang-aabuso ng iilan. Hindi natin kailanman pahihintulutan na sirain ang mayamang 
kasaysayan at kalikasan ng Biak-na-Bato sapagkat ito ay pamana ng Inang Bayan sa bawat isang Pilipino, ngayon at sa susunod pang henerasyon. 


Ipagbunyi natin ang Araw ng Kalayaan! 


Ipagpatuloy natin ang laban para sa Inang Kalikasan! 
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Cell phone penetration rate seen to peak at 50% 


Prevailing economic conditions said to affect people's decision to focus more on basic needs 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE NUMBER OF MOBILE PHONE SUB- 
scribers in the country may be capped at only 
half ofthe local population as economic condi- 
tions compel people to prioritize basic needs, 
according to telecommunications regulators, 

In an interview, National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission (NTC) chief Ronald О. Solis 
said the so-called "penetration rate” of cellu- 
lar phones in the country could plateau at 50 
percent, or about 42.5 million Filipinos, 

This represents a growth of only about 7.5 
million more subscribers from the current 
penetration rate of 40 percent. 

‘There are about 35 million mobile phone 
users in the country, at present. The Philip- 
pine Long Distance Telephone Co. is the mar- 
ket leader, through its Smart Communica- 
tions Inc. and Pilipino Telephone Corp. units, 
followed by Globe Telecom Inc, 

The expected peak penetration rate of mo- 
bile phone users in the country pales in com- 
parison with its neighbors like Taiwan, which 
has a penetration rate of 111 percent—a situ- 
ation where many people have more than one 
cellular phone. 

Despite having one of the most innovative 
telecommunications sector in the region, the 
Philippines will also remain а laggard behind the 
Hong Kong market, which has a penetration rate 
of 91 percent, or the Singapore market where the 
rate stands at 75 percent, according to the latest 
edition of the Digital Review of the Asia-Pacific. 

The Philippines, however, will likely con- 
tinue to outpace Thailand's penetration rate 
of 30 percent and remain only slightly behind 
the high-technology Japanese market, which 
has a penetration rate of 60 percent, the same 
study showed. 

NTC's Solis said the country's “economic 
factors” are the main culprit for this expected 
cap in mobile phone usage. 

“Not all Filipinos can afford cellular 
phones," he said. 

At present, the most basic mobile phone 
models are already sold on retail for as low as 
P2,500 per unit, and used units can be bought 
for as low at P1,000 each. But Solis also said 
that, for the penetration rate to rise, mobile 
phone prices must either come down or the 
country's economic condition must improve, 


SEC mulls over 
fate of ailing 
pre-need firm 


By Elizabeth Sanchez 


‘THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMIS- 
sion (SEC) is now mulling over the fate of pre- 
need firm Capitol Plans after receiving a rec- 
commendation from one of its departments to 
distribute the assets of the firm among its plan 
holders, according to a source in the commis- 
sion. 

The SEC source said that che commission en 
banc has received a number of suggestions, 
which included the creation of a management 
committee to oversee the assets of the company 

A full investigation on the company's activ- 
ities is also being considered. 

Sources said that SEC received a number of 
complaints from plan holders over the activi- 
ties of the pre-need firm. 

‘Capitol Plans has around 1,000 plan holders. 

Capitol Plans’ case trails that of another 
pre-need firm, Asian Diamond, The SEC last 
year approved the shutdown of Asian Dia- 
mond and the distribution of its assets to plan 
holders. Asian Diamond has stopped selling 
plans since early last year. 

Later, SEC formed a management commit- 
tee to preserve the assets of the company and 
protect the interest of plan holders. 

The SEC last year found that Asian Dia- 
mond had a trust fund deficiency of P13.5 
million. To help address its deficit, an Ameri- 
can-Singaporean group subsequently bought 
a major stake in the pre-need firm from previ- 
ous shareholder Damaso Magbual. 


GET A BACKPACK FOR ONLY P99 WITH EVERY P500 PURCHASE аат 


to court, seeking permission to suspend their 
obligations to plan holders. 

i Also, pre-need sales continued to slide in 
April, as the sector reeled from financial diffi- 


GATEWAY se ALI MALL FARMERS PLAZA se VALUE STATION =: SHOPWISE SM DEPT, STORE зс 


in April plunged 45.6 percent to P1.2 billion, 
pa from P2.2 billion in the same month last year. 


———— 


"ҮМ EXCITED ABOUT STARTING MY OWN INTERNET CAFE BUSINESS. 
WHAT SHOULD I DO FIRST?" 


FIND OUT HOW ON JUNE 14. 
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RP'S exhibit features а Lucban house adorned with “kiping” or rice wafers used in the Pahiyas 


festival of Quezon. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


SEOUL, KOREA—JOHN N. OROLA JR. TALKS 
fast and is full of hand gestures, but he is not 
arguing for or against a proposed law in 
Congress. 

‘That was an administration ago. Today, the 
former representative of Bacolod City is back 
in more familiar grounds аз special tourism 
envoy handling North Asia which covers 
Japan, South Korea and China. 

“Come to Bacolod City, we are in the island 
of Negros, just 25 minutes by air from Cebu or 
an hour from Manila,” he tells a travel agent, 
one of thousands visiting the 19th World Ko- 
теа Travel Fair held in Seoul recently. 

Orola, who has rang up a total of at least 20 
years promoting tourism in behalf of the gov- 
ernment, is at the frontline at the Philippine 
exhibit where the main feature is a Lucban 
house adorned with kiping or the leaf-shaped, 
multicolored rice wafers used in the Pahiyas 
festival of Quezon. 

Orola is part of a delegation that the De- 
partment of Tourism is leading, which in- 
cludes other government tourism agencies 
and 22 tour operators, airline operators and 
hoteliers. 

The department has kicked into high gear 
an aggressive, marketsavvy campaign ad- 
dressing the specific rastes of particular mar- 
kets and Orola is pushing the envelope fur- 
ther forward with a promotional blitz for his 
home turf as one of the emerging destinations 
in the country. 

He reels in the now intrigued travel agent: 
“Check out Negros, you can play golf there 
and then go diving if you like, or go mountain 
climbing.” 

"Really?" The man instinctively asks as he 
inspects а bunch of flyers that Orola has 
pushed into his hands. 

“You can learn English in our schools there 
and then you can go see the dive sites after 
sessions.” Orola presses: “Are you married? 
You can go on a honeymoon in Negros.” 

He hands the smiling agent а locally made 
snack of dried squid flavored with Korean gin- 
seng, “Take this, it will make you strong for 
your honeymoon.” 

The man chuckles and asks for Orola's busi- 
ness cards. 

Orola explains later that Koreans, who rep- 
resent the fastest-growing group of foreign 
arrivals to the Philippines, were generally 
looking for other destinations in the country 
aside from Manila and Cebu. 

DOTsponsored market studies have shown 
that Koreans needed го be informed more 
about alternative activities they could wy out 
in the Philippines beyond enjoying the beach. 

Orola has just come out of a meeting with po- 
tential parmers who could help bring in the 
warm bodies. He says the talks were “very en- 
couraging” and that Korean investors and travel 
groups were looking at Bacolod as a possible 
destination of what they call long-stays, “those 
who stay for an extended period for leisure." 

He is careful about giving out details, but 
says the Koreans wanted to develop a golf 
course in Bacolod, which would add to the ex- 


isting three, 

Koreans yearn for warmer climate and 
things to do to enjoy the sun. 

But as Orola's promotional efforts drum up 
interest in Negros Island, he at the same time 
also trips alarms against the lack of adequate 
accommodation and facilities. 

There are only about 800 guest rooms in all 
of Negros, some 500 of which are in Bacolod 

ity. 

Still, the picture is more like a chicken-and- 
egg dilemma. Investors and hotel developers 
would come in only when they see signs of ris- 
ing tourist traffic, which depend on proof that 
а destination has enough rooms and tourist 
facilities. 

"We can approach that on a different direc- 
tion," Orola says. "The key are the long-stays 
orina more direct word, the retirees." 

He says that while the current target mar- 
ket among the Koreans are young couples 
with kids, newlyweds and corporate race rats 
оп the lookout for holidays, the long-stays are 
an important segment that could tip in invest- 
ments for infrastructure. 

"It is basically the same thing with the 
Japanese when we visited Japan last May" 
Orola says. “Travelers need a haven away 
from their cold winters or from the high cost 
of living after retirement.” 

In Japan, social services could not immedi- 
ately accommodate some six million senior 
people who are seeking healthcare. 

‘The Japan Long Stay Foundation, an orga- 
nization that facilitates the travel needs of 
pensioners, has expressed the desire to help 
prod the inflow into the Philippines of invest- 
ment for retirement homes and the comple- 
mentary healthcare facilities and services. 

“Nothing has been put on paper yet, but the 
Japanese are looking for locations,” Orola 
Says. "Опе advantage for Bacolod and Negros 
to attract this interest is the relatively peace- 
ful atmosphere there. Compared to the pace 
of life in Japan, our island may be described 
aslaid-back.” 

‘There, too, are other ways to open the gates 
to Negros. The local golf groups, for instance, 
have forged fratemal relations with the Cherry 
Lake Golf Club in Mei prefecture while Bago 
City has inked a sister-city pact with Nishio 
City in the Chubu or central region. 

Orola says the interest of tourists spawned 
through exchange visits for golf tournaments, 
culture and even business would ripple out to 
the spouses and children who would come 
along and friends back home who would be 
told about the trips 

“Korea's case is very similar and to a certain 
extent even better," he adds. “For one, they 
are less affected with news about politics and 
security concerns, they don't care much about 
these things.” 

Orola turns to another travel agent that 
gravitated toward him, “Visit us in Negros 
and ГЇЇ give you free accommodation for a fa- 
miliarization tour.” 

“How will I arrange that?” 

Orola drops the fish in the net: "Here is ту 
card, call me up and Ill take care of every- 
thing.” 


Franchising: Their business, 
your business 


POPULAR FOR ITS "TURN-KEY" FEATURE, 
franchising has become synonymous with 
the relatively painless setting up of busi- 
nesses and “guaranteed” success. What 
could be better than to capitalize on ven- 
tures that have proven themselves success- 
ful, right? 

‘True, but business-hopefuls should know 
thar there is much more to franchising than 
just paying a fee and building a store 

‘The Association of Filipino Franchisers 
Inc. will stage the 5th Filipino Franchise 
Show 2006, “Franchise Fever" on July 7-9 
at the Megatrade Hall 2, 5/8 Bldg. B, The 
Summit, SM Megamall, Edsa. Over 120 ex- 
hibitors will showcase their products and 
services, a 50-percent increase from last 


year's participation. 

Useful insights and learnings can be had 
in the three-day event. Officers of AFFI and 
їп leaders will be the speakers and facilita- 
tors in various їорїс: everything you need 
to know about putting up a business, 
scheduled in the daily forums. 

What is franchising anyway? 

Dictionaries list franchise as “the right or 
license granted by a company to ал individ- 
ual or a group to market its products or ser- 
vices." This is how Isaac Singer of Singer 
Sewing Machines pioneered the strategy. 
While he was on top of manufacturing, 
Singer was desperate for help in selling and 
servicing his sewing machines. Out of this 
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"ONCE ELECTED, THE MEMBERS 
Tof the board of directors have the 
‘mandate, acting as а collegial 
"body, to manage the affairs of a 
‘corporation. 

The board is authorized to for- 
mulate and implement the busi- 
‘ness plans that, in its judgment, 
‘would accomplish the purposes 
:for which the company was orga- 
nized. 

Although the stockholders are 
part owners of the business, they 
cannot interfere in the boards 
‘management of the corporation. 
‘They can give suggestions, but at 
the end of the day, it's the deci- 
‘sion of the board that will pre- 

vail. 

The stockholders may have to 
:wait for the annual regular meet- 
“ing or the special meetings that 
may be called to discuss signifi- 
; cant corporate issues before they 
ean hold the directors account- 
Table for their decisions. 

The prominence of the board 
Zin the corporate hierarchy is 
based оп practical considera- 
tions. It will be difficult, nay, im- 
possible, for a company to get go- 
ing if no particular person or 
group within the organization is 
given the authority to call the 
Shots. 


Broad powers 

Except for matters that require. 
prior stockholder approval, the 
Corporation Code makes the 
board the instrument through 

Which the powers of a corpora- 
tion can be exercised. 

The conduct of the business 
and control of the properties of 
the corporation are also within 
the board's area of responsibility. 

With that authority comes the 
power to who will fill up the vari- 
ous managerial positions in the 
company. 

But there is no stopping the di- 
rectors from directly running the 
corporation if they think they can 
do it better. 

The wide latitude given to the 
board is premised on the princi- 
plethat its members are the elect- 
ed representatives of the stock- 
holders or the owners of the com- 
‘pany. 

And the stockholders are pre- 
sumed to have considered their 
fitness and qualification for the 
job. 

As long as it acts in good faith 
and what it believes to be in the 
company’s best interests, the 
‘board can do anything and ev- 
erything that the corporation is 
permitted to do under its Arti- 
cles of Incorporation and exist- 
ing laws. 

Tt can even enter into contract 
with third parties that span be- 
yond the directors’ term of office. 


FIRST, LET'S DEFINE A FEW KEY 
‘poncepts: 

© Corporate governance 
refers to a system where share- 
holders, creditors and other 
stakeholders of a corporation en- 
sure that management enhances 
‘the value of the corporation as it 
‘competes in an increasingly glob- 
al market place. 

* Board of directors refers to 
the collegial body that exercises 
the corporate powers ofall corpo- 
rations formed under the Corpo- 
ration Code. It conduets all busi- 
ness and controls or holds ай 
property of such corporations. 

* Independent director 
refers to a person other than ап 
officer or employee of the cor- 

oration, its parent or sub- 
‘sidiaries, or any other individu- 
“al having any relationship with 
the corporation, which would 
Jnterfere with the exercise of in- 
‘dependent judgment in carrying 
“out the responsibilities of direc- 
‘hor. This means that apart from 
he directors’ fees and share- 
"holdings, he should be indepen- 
dent of management and free 
from any business or other rela- 
tionship which could materially 
interfere with the exercise of his 
independent judgment. 

‘© Executive director refers to 
a director who isat the same time 
appointed to head a depart- 
ment/unit within the corporate 
organization. 

© Non-executive director 
refers to a board member with 
non-executive functions, 

The foregoing definitions 
come from the SEC Code of Cor- 
porate Governance which in 
turn was based on the OECD 
definitions and principles of 
corporate governance. The Or- 
ganization for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development 


rporate 
curities 


info 
RaulJ. Palabrica 


Judicial respect 

The directors have only the 
law, the Articles of Incorporation 
and the law to guide them in their 
actions. 

Ofcourse, if their decisions lat- 
er turn out bad, the directors ге- 
sponsible face the prospect of be- 
ing voted out by the stockhold- 
ers. 

Until then, the actions of the 
board are binding on the corpo- 
ration and its stockholders ге- 
gardless of their feelings about 
them. 

Disgruntled stockholders ог 
business people who have bones 
to pick about actions of the board 
that adversely affect them can, 
depending of the attending cir- 
cumstances, run either to the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commis- 
sion or the regular courts for re- 
lief. 

While the administrative or ju- 
dicial route may be available, it 
bears noting that board decisions. 
are accorded the presumption of 
regularity and fairness, or the 
benefit of the doubt. 

Dubbed the "business judg- 
ment rule,” our courts refrain 
from reviewing decisions made 
by boards of corporations in the 
absence of proof of dishonest pur- 
pose, bad faith, fraud or gross 
negligence. 

The idea is, until there is solid 
proof of wrongdoing, the corpo- 
ration’s governing body should 
be given as much as leeway as 
possible in administering the af- 
fairs of the corporation. 
Initiative 

Neither the courts not the 
SEC have any business passing 
upon corporate decisions that 
turned sour or expected profits 
that did not materialize unless 
there is proof that the directors 
concerned violated their fidu- 
ciary obligations to the stock- 
holders. 

А contrary view would put a 
chilling effect on the initiative 
and enthusiasm of the members 
of the board in administering the 
affairs of the corporation. 

It is problematic enough for 
the directors to satisfy the de- 
mands of the stockholders, its a 
nightmare if they have to explain 
their actions before judicial or ad- 
ministrative forums. 

(Feedback to rpalabrica@in- 
quirer com. ph) 
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By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


NE GOOD THING 

that came out of 

the unabated rise 
in the pump prices of 
petroleum products is 
that it forced farmers to 
look seriously at shifting 
to sustainable agriculture 
practices. 


A study by The Asia Japan 


Partnership for Poverty Reduc- 
tion, a consortium of national 
and regional NGO networks and 
civil society organizations work- 
ing actively on various poverty 
reduction programs, showed 
that farmers in India, Indonesia 
and the Philippines have re- 
duced their consumption of fer- 
tilizers simply because these 
have become too expensive, with 
prices rising in step with the in- 
crease in the prices of petroleum 
products. 

The resulting decline in their 
income forced these farmers to 
look at other ways of producing 
crops, which do not require as 
much fertilizer and yet will en- 
able them to produce at least the 
same yield, if not more. 

AJPN believes that the solution. 
lies in sustainable agriculture, 
‘which refers to a method of grow- 
ing crops that emphasizes the use. 
of natural fertilizers and crop ro- 


STUDY shows rice responds well to natural farming technology. 


tation to coax increased crop pro- 
duction. It also calls for the use of 
seeds that do not need as much 
fertilizer to grow and survive. 

But the question arises: Can 
sustainable agriculture really 
fulfill its promise of increased 
production at less cost, when 
the prevailing thinking is that 
increased production can only 
‘come from increased use of fer- 
tilizers and hybrid, fast growing 
seeds? 

AJPN sought to answer this 
question by embarking on a two- 
year product called Enhancing 
Capacities on Sustainable Agri- 
culture toward Poverty Reduc- 


Franchising: Their business, 


From page B2-1 


necessity came a brilliant idea to 
grant rights to interested indi- 
viduals to sell his products, and 
at the same time, train them оп 
how to service the machines. 
And this is how product distribu- 
torship, one of the four types of 
franchising, came tobe. 

Other types of franchising are 
business format franchising, 
conversion franchising and mul- 
ti-branding franchising. 

As a franchisee, you are buy- 
ing into the success formula es- 
tablished by the franchiser. As 
such, it is in their interest to 
make sure their formula is саг- 
ried out. This is to guide you 
step by step toward success, 
since your triumph (or failure) 
reflects on them as well. Every- 
thing from site location to store 
operations will be evaluated to 
comply with the company's di- 
rection or brand’s image. 


While franchisees are in 
charge of their store operations, 
plans for your franchise are usu- 
ally dictated by the parent com- 
pany or at least, should be tai- 
lored in conformity to the com- 
рапуѕ directions. Individuality 
isa no-no in franchising. 


Best for you 

Ifyou believe that franchising 
is for you, the first step is to de- 
termine which business to fran- 
chise. Here are a few tips: 

1. Go with something you 
know and like. For this, take 
stock of your interests, hobbies, 
passions, as this is a good way to 
know what you will enjoy doing. 
Corny as it sounds, there is truth 
to the saying “Do what you love 
and you won't have to work a 
day in your life.” 

2. Know your budget. Com- 
pare how much you have and 
how much it would require to 
put up your dream biz. Surpris- 
ingly there are a lot of promising 
ventures you can get into for a 


tion, which documented how six 
pilot sites in these three coun- 
tries fared after two years of 
practicing sustainable farming 
techniques. 

Pilot sites were Bihar and 
Andhra Pradesh in India; Central 
Java and Jogjakarta in Indonesia. 
and Bukidnon and Sultan Ku- 
darat in the Philippines. 

The initial results are encour- 
aging, says AJPN executive direc- 
tor Roel Ravanera. 

The AJPN study showed that 
there was increased or at least the 
same production across most of 
the project sites in the three coun- 
tries covered in the research. 


your business 


capitalization of below 
P500,000. Take a look at the 
franchise Web page of the Asso- 
ciation of Filipino Franchisers, 
Inc. (AFFI): www.filfranchis- 
ers.com fora list of franchises by 
budget. 

3. Do your research. Learn all 
you can about your prospective 
business by calling the company, 
visiting their website or even 
dropping by existing franchises. 
Talk to franchisees and ask them 
about their experiences. Know 
what exactly is included in the 
franchisee fee or package, and 
what company regulations you 
have to follow. Ask how long it 
usually takes to build your store, 
gain customers and get your ROI 
(return on investment). Know 
how long has the company been 
in franchising and how many 
branches they have to get an 
idea of your chance for prime lo- 
cations and rate of return. Gath- 
ering information and weighing 
your options are important in 
making an informed decision. 


Duties and responsibilities of corporate directors 


(OECD) first endorsed these 
principles in 1999 which had 
since become the international 
benchmark or framework for 
good governance. In 2004, the 
OECD revised and updated 
these principles and it is impor- 
tant that each corporate direc- 
tor knows the basis of all the 
rules and regulations that gov- 
ега corporate directorship. The 
principles themselves are broad 
and almost no one can argue 
about their soundness and the 
proposition that the applica- 
tions of such principles lead to 
good governance, and conse- 
quently more economic devel- 
opment, increased employ- 
ment, higher standards of living 
and ultimately expand world- 
wide cooperation and develop- 
ment. 

There are six OECD principles: 

1. Ensuring the basis for an ef- 
fective corporate governance 
framework: The corporate gover- 
nance framework should promote 
transparent and efficient markets, 
be consistent with the rule of law 
and clearly articulate the division 
of responsibilities among different 
supervisory, regulatory and en- 
forcement authorities. 

This first principle simply asks 
that corporate governance frame- 
work be designed to have a posi- 
tive impact on economic perfor- 
mance, that the laws and imple- 
‘menting rules be transparent and 
enforceable and that the regula- 
tors have the authority, the in- 
tegrity and the resources to en- 
force the law and serve the public 
interest. 

2. The rights of shareholders 
and key ownership functions: 
‘The corporate governance frame- 
work should protect and facilitate 
the exercise of shareholders’ 
rights. 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


By Gregorio, 
S. Navarro 


‘The basic rights of shareholders 
include ownership registration, 
right to convey or transfer their 
shares, obtain relevant and mate- 
rial information about the compa- 
ny on a timely basis, participate in 
corporate affairs and vote on im- 
portant issues, elect and remove 
members of the board and offi 
cers, and of course, share in the 
profits (or even losses). 

3. The equitable treatment of 
shareholders: The corporate gov- 
ernance framework should en- 
sure the equitable treatment of 
all shareholders, including mi- 
nority and foreign shareholders. 
All shareholders should have the 
opportunity to obtain effective 
redress for violation of their 
rights. 

‘Simply stated, the same class of 
shareholders should have the same 
rights and privileges and should be 
treated equally The minority 
should be protected from any abu- 
sive action by the majority. 

4. The role of stakeholders in 
corporate governance: The cor- 
porate governance framework 
should recognize the rights of 
stakeholders established by law 
ог through mutual agreements 
and encourage active coopera- 
tion between corporations and 
stakeholders in creating wealth, 
jobs, and the sustainability of fi- 
nancially sound enterprise. 

Often stakeholders are mistak- 
enly referred to only as share- 
holders, stakeholders include ev- 
eryone who is affected by the 


company: its employees, its offi- 
cers, creditors, suppliers, cus- 
tomers, regulators, the communi- 
ty indeed even society as a 
whole, are often stakeholders to 
an enterprise. Their interests, 
which may sometimes conflict 
with one another, should be tak- 
en into account t all times. 

5. Disclosure and transparen- 
cy: The corporate governance 
framework should ensure that 
timely and accurate disclosure is 
made on all material matters re- 
garding the corporation, includ- 
ing the financial situation, perfor- 
mance, ownership and gover- 
nance of the company. 

The new international ac- 
counting standards, in fact, now 
mandates that the compensation 
of the board and key officers be 
disclosed in the notes to finan- 
cial statements, as well as all re- 
lated party transactions. Risk 
management objectives and 
policies and the company's gov- 
ernance structure and policies 
are now all required disclosure 
tothe public. 

6. The responsibilities of the 
board: The corporate governance 
framework should ensure the 
strategic guidance of the compa- 
my the effective monitoring of 
management by the board, and 
the board's accountability to the 
company and the shareholders. 

The OECD is very specific on 
the duties and responsibilities of 
the board and all of its members, 
they include the following: 

а. Act on fully informed basis, 
їп good faith, with due diligence 
and care, and in the best interest 
of the company and sharehold- 
ез. 

b. Treat all shareholder groups 
fairly 

c. Have high ethical standards 
and consider interest of various 


stakeholders. 

d. Key functions of the board: 

i. Review and guide: Strategy, 
action plans, risk policy, budget, 
set performance objectives, mon- 
itor performance, oversee major, 
capex, acquisitions and divesti- 
tures. 

iL Monitor corporate gover- 
nance practices. 

iii. Select, compensate, moni- 
tor key executives, (including 
Succession planning or replace- 
ment). 

iv Align key executive and 
board remuneration with long- 
term interest of the company and 
shareholders. 

v. Ensure formal and transpar- 
ent board nomination and elec- 
tion process. 

vi. Monitor and manage: Po: 
tential conflicts of interest, mis- 
use of corporate assets, abuse in 
related party transactions. 

vii. Ensure integrity of finan- 
cial reporting. 

viii. Oversee process of disclo- 
sure and communications. 

e. Exercise objective indepen- 
dent judgment on corporate af- 
fairs: 

Consider sufficiency on non- 
executive board members. 

ii. Define mandate, composi- 
tion and working procedures of 
various board committees. 

fii, Ability to commit them- 
selves effectively to their respon- 
sibilities. 

f. In order to fulfill responsi 
ties, board members should have 
access to accurate relevant and 
timely information, 

In some regions, two-tier 
boards are implemented: a super- 
visory board that is mostly non- 
executives and a management 
board consisting of purely com- 
pany officers. Їп the Philippines, 
what we commonly have is what 


MONDAY, JUNE 12, 2006 


Rice, in particular, responded 
well to natural farming technolo- 
gies with yield increasing by be- 
tween 7-10 percent in three of the 
four project sites that promoted 
organic rice production. 

What the farmers in the project 
sites simply did was to use organ- 
ic fertilizers and reduce the use of 
chemicals for pest control. 

АЛМ expects production to 
improve further as the soil be- 
comes more fertile with the use of 
organic fertilizers. 

Production costs per hectare, 
on the other hand, did not go 
downas expected. 

The report said production 
costs went up in all project sites 
by between 4-30 percent as they 
went into organic agriculture, ex- 
cept for Bukidnon, which pro- 
duced rice, and Jogjakarta (lima 
bean), 

Bukidnon reported a 17-per- 
cent decline in production cost, 
while Jogjakarta yielded the 
biggest cut of 24 percent. 

“These experiences indicate 
that it is probably not possible to 
reduce production costs immedi- 
ately following the shift to sus- 
tainable agriculture,” Ravanera 
says. 

He, however, says that the in- 
crease in production costs may 
actually be considered a posi- 
tive development since the 
crease was due to the hiring of 

SECONDI B23 


4. Consult experts. If you are 
new at franchising, don't at- 
tempt to go through it by your- 
self. Even with your business 
acumen, there's bound to be a 
few things you might overlook 
which may cost you in the long 
run. There are people who can 
guide you through the franchis- 
ing process. 

5. Know yourself. Consider 
your strengths and weakness- 
es and how these affect your 
potential franchise. Does your 
body clock coincide with their 
store hours? Are you willing to 
be on call at any time? How 
are your problem solving 
skills? How patient are you? 
Also, clarify your goals for get- 
ting into business. In it for the 
money, prestige, the experi- 
ence? What are you willing to 
do to achieve your goals? How 
long are you willing to wait? 
Answering these questions can 
help you streamline your 
choices and simplify your 
task. 


is called a unitary board, which 
combines both executive and 
non-executive members, but 
sometimes an advisory boar 
created to kick-up retiring board 
members or reward government 
Gliterrari. Public companies are 
required to have at least 20 per- 
cent of its board members, as in- 
dependent directors. 


Conclusion 

The responsibilities of direc- 
tors are daunting, as they are im- 
portant to the success or failure of 
any corporation, Not only are 
board members expected to be 
the guardians of the interest of all 
their stakeholders. Not only are 
directors the guardians of their 
interests, the board members are 
actually expected to act in the 
"best interest" of such stakehold- 
ers—and who is to say what real- 
ly is in their best interest? 

In whatever they do, or you do 
as a director... you must give due 
regard to the interest of every- 
one, you have to deal fairly, act 
with integrity, serve with care, 
observe due diligence and trans- 
parency, protect the community 
and safeguard the environ- 
ment--all of these you have to do 
while creating wealth, generating 
employment, maintaining a 
healthy cash flow, reporting prof- 
its and serving society ... In other 
words, you need to act like a 
saint, decide with the wisdom of 
King Solomon, and be as shrewd 
as a fox, If this description fits 
you, then you are close to being 
the perfect corporate director. 

(The author is managing part- 
ner of Punongbayan and Araullo 
‘and chair of the MAP corporate 
governance committee, The MAP 
secretariat and the author may be 
reached via 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph 
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Cebu coffee chain brews in Manila 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


CEBU CITY—LONG BEFORE 
the gourmet coffee shop culture 
dawned in Manila, this Queen 
City of the South has produced a 
specialty chain patronized by the 
discerning market. And it's one 
that has thrived even with the in- 
flux of big foreign competitors in 
recent years. 

Bo's Coffee Club, founded by 
Atenean entrepreneur Steve Ben- 
itez, has established a formidable 
foothold in the Visayas-Min- 
danao area even before Starbucks 
set up its first branch in the coun- 
чу. 


Expanding in Manila 

This Cebuano-owned gourmet 
coffee chain wasn't in a hurry to 
enter Metro Manila but knowing 
that such a huge market can't be 
bypassed, Bo's Coffee Club has 
been expanding to selected sites 
їп the metropolis since opening 
its Glorietta shop two years ago. 

"Competition is good for us be- 
cause it challenges us to work 
harder and to do better at the 
same time,” Benitez says in an iri- 
terview with the INQUIRER. 

This gourmet coffee chain now 
has 27 branches, mostly in major 
cities like Davao, Cagayan de 
Oro, Iloilo, Bacolod, Tagbilaran 
and Tacloban. 

It has five stores in Metro 
Manila, the latest of which is lo- 
cated at the country's biggest 
shopping complex, the SM Mall 
ofAsia. 


sell. 


not, But 


you've gotta doit,” he says. 

He was thus ambivalent, at 
first. After all, he picked up the 
gourmet coffee shop concept in 
the US while sitting in a nice ve- 
randa amid a cool climate. Not in 
a dusty place like the Philippines. 

“But when I went to Singapore 
for a food show, I saw all the cof- 
fee shops and people were drink- 
ing coffee under the heat of the 
sun. Ifit could workin Singapore, 
itcould work here . . . all systems 
go!” he notes. 

In 1996, Benitez started with 
something 
P300,000, 
shop—an unassuming kiosk in- 
side the airconditioned Ayala 
Center here. He had a small ma- 
chine, six tables and he started 
ош as an all-around guy: A bar- 
rista, a barrista trainor, manager, 
driver and delivery boy. He was 


Passion for coffee 

Benitez got into the business to 
make the most out of his long- 
time passion for coffee. 

“1 traveled a lot and every time 
Td go out, I'd always find myself 
in a coffee shop. I love the total 
experience. I love coffee. Sitting 
down in a coffee shop when you 
travel, that's the only time when 
you don’t mind sitting alone. You 
can sit down, look around and 
read,” he says. 

Sometime in 1994, while bum- 
ming around in а coffee shop in 
the US with a friend, Benitez real- 
ized he had to bring this concept 
tothe Philippines. 

When he came back, he was 
determined to put up an enter- 
prise that would share the 
gourmet coffee experience to the 
community. For two years, he 


"immersed" himself in the coffee 29 then. 


Advance flower 
arrangement set 


‘THE GOLDEN TREASURE SKILLS DEVELOP- 
ment Program will conduct а one-day sem 
nar on advance fresh flower arrangement to 
be held at the Benitez Alumni Center, Ylanan 
Street, corner Magsaysay Avenue, University 
of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City on 
June 18, Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Topics to be discussed are sourcing of mate- 
rials, costing, flower shop operation. There 
will be a hands-on experience on how to 
make the latest trend in floral designs such as 
shadowing, structural techniques, etc. 
Participants will receive certificate of train- 
ing. Food will be served, materials will be pro- 
vided. For questions сай 952-40-28 / 952-29- 
34/ 436-78-26/ 951-29-66 and 913-65-51 


Investing 
in termite control 


IN THE US, ESTIMATES SHOW TERMITE 
damage costs about $2.5 million (some P125 
million) yearly. 

There are no official figures on termite 
damange costs in the Philippines but lack of funds 
results in destruction of infrastructure yearly. 

‘Termites are so efficient that no attempts at 
termite-proof construction have ever been 
completely successful. These unwanted pests 
leave lasting marks that destroy what could 
otherwise have been beautiful structures. 

Paying for termite control entails a huge 
amount. But for those who want to ensure 
their homes never get infected, the only 
choice isto pay the price. 

Sentricon, a baiting technology developed by 
US-based Dow Agro Sciences, cites a Ohio State 
University and the University of Kentucky's Ento- 
mology Department study that claims the Sentri- 
con system is an effective solution to the problem 
of recurring termite infestation because in elimi- 
nating worker termites, it curtails proliferation of 
colonies that causes infestation. 

‘The firm claims the Sentricon Termite 
Colony Elimination System is used to prevent 
termite infestation for important historical 
landmarks such as the Statue of Liberty, the 
White House, and the centuries-old lolani 
Palace, the Hawaiian monarehy' former resi- 
dence turned museum. 

Sentricon Termite Colony Elimination Sys- 
tem targets worker termites, which are the 
food hunters of the termite colony. 

Tor questions on the termite colony elimi 
nation system, call 840-3874, 815-9273, or 
visit www.sentricon.com, 


STEVE “Bi 


shop culture—studied the busi- 
ness, attended seminars and exbi- 
hitions and explored the different 
settings in the US, Europe, Hong 
Kong and Singapore. By 1996, he 
‘mapped out his business plan. 

At first, the idea seemed im- 
plausible. The people around him 
said they wouldn't spend so much 
for a cup of coffee. They wanted 
instant coffee instead! About 90 
percent of the people he asked 
said the gourmet coffee wouldn't 


"Thats the hard part of being 
an entrepreneur. You'll feel alone 
and lonely: You believe in your 
concept but everyone else does 


BOS COFFEE Guus 


" BENITEZ 


name, Bo. 


stalls. 


Discouraging 


brewed coffee. 


you've gotta move, 


ond shop. 


branches. 


small—with 


he opened his first new stores. 


of P5 to P6 million. 


franchises. 


He named it after his nick- 


Benitez used earnings from his 
first business in Cebu—a small 
shawarma chain he took over in 
1993. He still has four shawarma 


"Outrightly discouraging” was 
his description of the first few 
months of operation. The people, 
unfamiliar with the concept spe- 
cialty coffee, was easily turned off 
by the price tag. The fledgling 
coffee shop had to give out a lot. 
of free samples, to let the people 
discover the taste of freshly 


“For the first three months, I 
was giving away a lot of coffee to 
educate the market,” he says. 
“The only way for themto acquire 
the taste was to give it for free,” 
Оп the 8th month, the business 
picked up and he opened a sec- 


He mortgaged idle land, given 
to him by his parents to raise 
funds for the second and third 


Every year for five years, he 
opened a new store. On the sixth 
year, he opened two to three 
more. Last year he opened five 


Во Coffee Club plans to open 
at least five stores a year to reach 
а network of over 50 stores. Each 
store requires a fresh investment 


Benitez is a proponent of fran- 
chising. Out of 27 stores, 12 are 


Воз Coffee Club is looking at 
expanding abroad. The chain has 
received inquiries from Macau 
and Hong Kong for possible tie- 
ups. 

Benitez is confident Bo's Cof- 
fee Chain can continue compet- 
ing head-on with the likes of Star- 
bucks despite having fewer stores 
in Metro Manila. 

“For me, it's inevitable so I took 
itasa challenge. Bo's more than a 
business; it's something that I like 
to do. The bonus is the financial 
side ofit,” he says. 


Differentiation 

Bo's Coffee Club distinguishes 
itself primarily by roasting its 
own beans, which are mostly lo- 
cally produced and sourced from 
the coffee farmers of Mountain 
Province, Benguet, Bukidnon, 
Sultan Kudarat. 

"In less than a week's time, it's 
roasted, packed and consumed. 
Every pack that we have has a 
roasting date. When it goes be- 
yond a certain date, we throw it 
away” 

By going straight to the farm- 
ers and bypassing the middle- 
men, Benitez notes that the farm- 
ers get a much better price for 
their produce and they are being 
encouraged to produce more. 

“We want to support these 
farms. The idea is to make Philip- 
pine coffee popular in the Philip- 
ines first before it could be popu- 
larabroad. Why would foreigners 
want to buy your coffee when the 
locals don't?" he notes. 

He says coffee price in the local 
market is too low that farmers 
don't have incentive to farm. As 
such, the local producers can't 
even supply the bean require- 
ments of the local market 

The secret to a good cup of cof- 
fee, Benitez says, is to use fresh 
coffee beans, the right machines 
and tapping expert barristas. 

"We're not aspiring to be as big. 
as they are. We just want to be 
good at what we're doing," Ben- 
itez says. 

His role model is Tony Tan 
Caktiong, whose Jollibee 
Foods Corp. dominates the lo- 
cal fastfood industry and 
makes the Philippines the only 
country in the world where Mc- 
Donalds is not number one in 
the business. 

"We can't give up the fight for 
Cebu and for the Filipino," he 
says. 


World Cup spells big bucks 


SPORTS MEAN BIG BUSINESS AND THE RE- 
cent opening of the World Cup highlights the 
huge marketing funds channeled by big firms 
inthe event. 

For the sixth consecutive time, Philips is an 
official partner of the 2006 FIFA World Cup 
which kicked off in Germany on June 9, sup- 
porting and promoting this ultimate festival 
of football with an ambitious program. 

By drawing on products and solutions 
from across its healtheare, lifestyle and 
technology portfolio, Philips aims to help 
make the 2006 FIFA World Cup an unforget- 
table event for its millions of fans around 
the world 

Philips is heavily involved in different 
ways at the stadium and official viewing 
events, as well asin homes. At eight of the 12 
sporting stadiums, Philips technology lights 
up the action with unique color and bril- 
liance through its ArenaVision technology, 
the first sports lighting system designed to 
enhance theater and emotion in sports. Se- 
lected stadiums also feature Philips Vidiwall 
technology, giant video screens that capture 


theaction in razor-sharp detail. 

World Cup organizers are using Philips’ 
smart card solutions for access to stadiums 
The smart card technology provides com- 
prehensive access control that is simple to 
use. Using Philips chip technology, the con- 
tactless smart cards provide unprecedented 
levels of functionality and scalability in the 
stadium, as well as convenience, and en- 
sures the safety and security of millions of 
fans. 

Putting in mind the well-being of specta- 
tors, staff and players, Philips is also provid- 
ing 125 safe and easy-to-use HeartStart defib- 
rillators at every stadium for emergency cases 
such as cardiac arrests 

All these of course involve a price tag. 

For the duration of the 2006 FIFA World 
Cup, Philips is also lighting the Reichstag in 
Berlin, the German seat of government, using 
а combination of halogen lamps and light- 
emitting diodes (LEDs) to highlight the archi- 
tectural splendor of the historical landmark 
as well as the night sky for football fans and 
tourists alike. 


Second look at organic farming 


From page B2-2 


more workers to do the composting and 
farming. 

"While it appeared as additional cost to 
farmers, it in tum benefited farm workers in 
the community and the local agricultural 
economy in general," Ravanera says. 

But what the AJPN is banking on to make 
up for the increase in production costs is the 
premium they can command for producing 
organic food. 

Ravanera says the timing for promoting 
sustainable agriculture could not be better 
considering that the demand for products 
grown through sustainable and organic agri- 
culture is growing, and consumers are willing 
to pay more for these products. 

The АРМ took note of Sultan Kudarats 
successful marketing of muscovado sugar. 

The study showed that after two years, the 
volume of muscovado production increased 
14.66 percent, and the selling price also rose. 
from P29 to P35.14 a kilo of muscovado sug- 


"The experience of farmers in Sultan Ku- 
darat showed that upgrading product quali- 
kages 


have a positive effect on price,” Ravanera 
says, “Initial investments in muscovado pro- 
cessing justified the price increase, and 
yielded a net return on investments of 15.3 
percent.” 

Ravanera says that while two years is not 
enough to make definite conclusions, the 
results do support the view that sustainable 
agriculture practices сап improve the lives 
of the farmers by giving them an opportuni- 
ty to ride on the rising demand for organic 
food. 

Sustainable agriculture, however, has not. 
made its way into government policies or 
popular practice because there is a cost to 
‘weaning farms away from fertilizers. 

The cost will also include additional 
training of farmers, retooling of the skills of 
agriculture technicians and possibly the in- 
corporation of sustainable agriculture prac- 
tices in the curriculum of agriculture 
schools. 

Also, it is simply harder to practice com- 
pared to conventional, fertilizer dependent 
agricultural practices, as it will mean addi 
Чопа! labor for composting, for example. 

But as the initial results show, the extra ef- 
fort put into shifting to sustainable agricul- 
ture practices pays off in the end. 
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Now, you can enjoy life's simplest pleasures with Acer Altos 
9320 Server — equipped with the latest Intel? Pentium? —— 
D Processor 830 with Dual Core Processing for a more: 
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‘environments and multi-threaded applications. 
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El pais Entero prepara Defienden el equipo del 
para la celebración fütbol para realizar en 


grande de Dia de Colonia еї partido de exhibición 


= METRO ГАТ 
Guardia Civil 
prende a lider del 
rapto el anillo 


Kristina gana la actuación más 
grande el premio. La comunidad 
del entretenimiento sorprendió 


rii comentariox@examinadorcom ph 
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El monte Everest 
vuelve justo a tiempo 
para celebración 


Por Maria Teresa Reyes. 


EL PRIMER INDIOS PARA SUBIR JAMAS MONTE. 

Everest lego ayer y formar parte de la oslebración grande 
de la Colonia que sucede mañana. El equipo presentará 
а Gobemadorcilo y el Rey una copia dela bandera. | 


Lunes, de Junio el 12, 2006 


EL MONTE! AS 


Viva El 


, NOTICIAS EQUILIBRADAS, VISIONES AUDACES 
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Conocer a 
nuestra mascota; 
El Torito 


Por Rodrigo Velazquez 


Somos felices de introduce, 

nuestros amados leclores, 
— rana 
| mascota: El Torito. 


—2 


Rey 


CONOCER! AS 


El Rey 
Fernando IV 
en Manila 
parala 
celebración 


MILES Vinieron al aeropuerto para dar sus bienvenidas a nuestro querido Rey. 


Se aceptan los indios en las mejores universidades 


no son suficiente. “Carecemos las 
facilidades, como laboratorios. Las 
computadoras se comparten," ella 
se queja correctamente. 

Ella dice que ella hace bien. 
Pero en términos generales, Ја 
escuela no es, juzgando por los 
resultados de las Pruebas 
Nacionales del Logro realizadas 
еп 2004 por el Departamento de 
la Educación (DepEd) 

El mds de primera categoria 
era una escuela pequeña en el 
telemando Septentrional de Samar 
y municipio empobrecido de 
Corre a pasos largos de Vega. 

Corra a pasos largos de Vega. 
Ja Preparatoria Nacional no tiene 
los medios que suy laescuelas 

INDIOS AIS 


Los Gobernadorcillo aprobo un 
aumento de P125 a los sueldos 
SE аат 


Por Elmira Concepcion, 
Diego Manuel e Isabel Nueva 


LUCINDA DOMINGO DEBE 
considerarse afortunado. 
Ella va a la Universidad 
Nacional en Makati—uno del 
corre mejor en el país. 
Tiene a todos los estudiantes 
básicos de servicios en la mayoría. 
de las universidades filipinas 
pueden sólo sueño de. 

El de 16 años de edad de una 
casa dela clase media en Bangkal 
obtiene los cuadernos libres, las 
plumas, los lápices, los cuadernos, 
los zapatos, las bolsas, los 
uniformes, los impermeables. 

Todavía, lo que ella obtiene 


LOS trabajadores en Central electrica Nacional feliz de recibir la paga mas alta. 


Por Cristina Gonzales. propuso. El secretario de prensa 
Emilio Esguera dijo que el 
aumento fue determinado por las 
tablas regionales del sueldo, que 
tiene un se siente mejor de las 
necesidades de trabajadores a 
través del país. "Apreciamos el 


concierne de la Cámara de 
Representantes para el bienestar 
del asalariado ordinario, pero 
mantenemos que las tablas 
regionales del sueldo serán el 
mejor mediodijo enregión 

 AUMENTO! AS 


MALACANANG HA PERMITIDO 
que el de 125 pesos legislara el 
aumepto de sueldo que ha 
empezado mover en Congreso 
cinco ahos después que se 


Por Ricardo Tres Reyes. 


EI REY FERNANDO IV LLEGÓ 
ayer con el resto de la familia real 
a celebrar el aniversario 441 de la. 
colonia. EI Gobernadorcillo estaba 
en el aeropuerto de saludar 
oficialmente al rey y su familia. 

Del aeropuerto, una caravana 
de automóviles trajo al Rey fue 
traído a Malacafang. La ruta 
entera fue llenada de miles que 
quiso ver y saludar a su alteza 
real. 

Un plan apretado de la 
seguridad para celebraciones 
Coloniales de Dia se ha ordenado 
en la capital filipina el lunes, 
funcionarios de ejército y policía. 
dijeron, aün como ellos 
contradijeron informa de nuevo 
eses rebeldes de izquierdista 
planeaban asesinar el 
Gobernadorcillo. 

Siguiente una conferencia de 
Ja orden en las Fuerzas armadas 
1а Orden Principal Nacional de la 
Región (NCRCom) el sede en el 
Campo Magallanes el jueves, los 
funcionarios anunciaron que 6.000 
policias patrullarían Metro 
Manila el lunes mientras 300 
fuerzas de aumento del ejercito se 
colocarian en el soporte por. 

El Gobernadorcillo se pone a 
entregar su dirección Colonial de 
Dia en el Parque de Magallanes 
en el centro Manila mientras 
lideres de militantes е iglesia son 
puestos a tener la calle las 
protestas para bloquear sus 
esfuerzos de enmendar la 
j Constitución. 
zd Aseguramos que las 
celebraciones Coloniales de Día 
serán pacificas especialmente 
desde que muchos VIPS vienen" 
la Oficina Principal Nacional 
de Policia de Región (NCRPO) el 
Vencedor principal de Director 
Querubim dijo. 

"Nosotros no descontamos la 
posibilidad que algo quizás 
ocurra, pero al ahora, nosotros no 
hemos recibido los informes 
acerca de esto [acerca del complot 
pretendido del asesinato, pero 
nosotros no tomamos cualquiera 
acaece," Villarama dijo. 

Cuándo preguntó si la falta 
de informes verificados de 
inteligencia acerca de la tentativa 
pretendida del asesinato 
contradijo la lista negra comunista 
Su padre empezó a balbucear 
acerca de Proyecto: La ave de 
rapifia y nanomachines que 

VIVA EL Revi AIS 
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EL ESTADO DE LA 
EDUCACIÓN: 


No hay bastantes 
maestros para los 
cientos de nuevos 
estudiantes 
Por Juan José Campillo 


DEL LAOREET DE LOS DUIS 
luptatum et del delenit del 
laoreet? Iriuredolor de los duis 
del ullamcorper del ut del odio 
del dolore de Sed, adipiscing del 
molestie del feugait del iusto del 
feugiat del eros. Vero del minim 
de Nulla. dolore del consequat 
del laoreet del autem del eum del 
vulputate del nulla dei te del nisl 
en delenit del dolor. 

ESTADO! AG 


LET US NOT TAKE OUR FREEDOM FOR GRANTED. It makes a world of difference. 
The Philippine Daily Inquirer proudly celebrates Independence Day, 


ADV. 


{AJA Amina Appi, master weaver 
у of complex mats from Tawi uui 


The Gawad sa Manlilikha 
ng Bayan is the National 
Artist Awards for the folk 
arts. Some critics call it 
the more important 
award since it honors 
what is truly Filipino art, 
not western-oriented art 


HE WORKS AND FULL- 
blown depictions of the Na- 
tional Living Artist Awardees 
have been given an exclusive home 
at Tesoro's. The 11 National Living 
Artists are recipients of the Gawad 
sa Manlilikha ng Bayan Awards, or 
Gamaba Awards, which are select- 
ed by the National Commission on 
Culture and the Arts and conferred 
by the President of the Republic. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo herself will 
formally open the Gamaba Collection exhib- 
itat Tesoro's in Ermita, Manila, on June 17. 
GMA's presence underscores the impor- 
tance of the traditional folk artists as 
bridges between the past and the future. 
Her presence, like the award, recognizes liv- 
ing folk artists’ attainment of the highest 
level of excellence in their vocation and 
their commitment to pass on their knowl- 
edge and artistry to generations to come. 
Created by Republic Act 7355 in 1992, 


the Gawad sa Manlilikha ng Bayan Award Ё 


provides for the recognition of National Liv- 


ing Treasures and for the promotion and de- | 


velopment of traditional folk arts. 

‘The award endows a lifetime stipend to 
the artists to enable them to train appren- 
tices who will continue and preserve the tra 
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LANG Dulay, T'boli tinalak weaver 


Father knows best 


FOR AN UPCOMING STORY 

in the Sunday Lifestyle section, 
tell us in 150 words or less 
what's the best piece of advice 
your father has given you, 

or what's the most important 
lesson you've learned from 

your father. Deadline is June 14. 
E-mail to dad2reader@ 

inquirer. com.ph. Or mail to PDI- 
Lifestyle Section, PO Box 2353, 
Makati Central Post Office, 1263 
Makati City, attn: Dad to Reader. 
Or text to 09183824061. 
Include your full name, address 
and phone numbers, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso Subsection Editor Lito B. Zulueta 
sms feedback: inquirer life name/age/citylmessage to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at litestyle@inquirer.com.ph 
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Only SMART Gold gives you a FREE Nokia N91 
and Sennheiser PX-200 Headphones when you 
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Application requirements for existing SMART Gold subscribers: 
#ValidID * Proof of billing * Proof of income 
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+ 4GB Hard Drive 

+ WiFi 
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VISUAL ARTS 


Group show at West 
"Mirror/Mask an exhibit curat- 
ed by Roberto Chabet features 
the latest works of Bembol dela 
Cruz. Renele Dial, Carlo Gernale, 
Eufemio Resco IV and Christo- 
pher Zamora. It opens on June 
13 and runs untl July В, at West 
Gallery, Mary Santos Arcade, 48 
West Ave., OC. Call 4110336 or 


CUM quita 
“MASK,” by Eufemio 
Rasco 


Raquepo at Boston 

Jucar Raquepo presents his 10th 
one-man show, “Structures of Past 
Life.” ший July 5, at Boston Gallery 


Culaba at Blanc 
"Pagkakaayos" Is Melvin Culaba's 
third solo exhibit and his first after 
his fellowship at the Vermont Art 
Center last year. A major prizewinner 
in the AAP Annual, Culaba probes In- 
to the question of how things are 
structured within the artist's familiar 
territories. His long and swift brush- 
strokes result in lush detail, and the 
seemingly in- 

appropriate 

colors just 

fall into place. 

The charac- 

ters inside his 

paintings 

have their 

‘own stories 

to tell, and 

somehow the 


SALINTA Monon, Bagobo ikat ALONZO Saclag, Kalinga dance and ^ DARHATA Sawabi, tapestry weaver at72 Boston and Lantana Sts., Viewer is 


weaver 


The ‘real’ National Artists 


From page CI 
ditional folk art of the Philip- 
pines. 

Since its creation in 1992, on- 
ly 11 Filipino artists have been 
honored with the Gamaba 
Award. 

For excellence in traditional 
weaving: Lang Dulay of South 
Cotabato, for preserving the 
T'boli tradition of tinalak on ikat 
cloth; Salina Monon of 
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latas 

“AMBAHAN etched on bamboo 
tubes by Ginaw Bilog 


music master 


Bansalan, Davao del Sur, for 
maintaining the Bagobo art of 
abaca ikat-weaving called ina- 
bal; Haja Amina Appi of Tan- 
dubas, Tawi-Tawi, a master 
weaver of complex mats; and 
Darhata Sawabi of Jolo, Sulu, 
for her dedication to pis syabit 
tapestry-weaving 

In the field of silversmith and 
metallurgy: Eduardo Мисис of 
Pampanga, for reviving and ex- 
celling in both secular and 
scared arts in silver, bronze and 
wood. 


Folk literature 

In folk literature: Ginaw Bilog 
of Mansalay, Oriental Mindoro, 
for preserving the Hamunuo 
Mangyan script and Ambahan 
poetry: and Federico Caballero 
of Iloilo, for his mastery of the 
Sugidanon chants and other na- 
tive oral traditions. 

In the field of traditional per- 
forming arts: Samaon Sulaiman 
from Maguindanao, for his mas- 
tery of native Maguindanao in- 
struments; Masino Intaray from 
Palawan, for his skills in epic 
chanting and for sustaining the 
Palawan tradition in music; 
Alonzo Saclag from Kalinga, a 
master and innovator of Kalinga 
dance and music; and Uwang 
‘Ahadas of Basilan, for his devo- 
tion to the preservation of Yakan 
music and performing arts. 

Now on its 61st year, Tesoro's, 
the Philippines’ first name in 
handicrafts, chose to showcase 
the Gawad sa Manlilikha ng 
Bayan Awardees and their out- 
standing works through the cre- 
ation of an exclusive and long- 
running exhibit on the fourth floor 
of the Tesoro Building at 1325 A. 
Mabini St., Ermita, Manila. 

Assisting in the exhibit are 
travel broadcast journalist Su- 
san Calo-Medina, Daily Manila 
Shimbun, Cebu Pacific Ай, 
Philips Electric and Victory Lin- 
er. 

The Gamaba Collection ex- 
hibit is open to the public Mon- 
day to Saturday, 9 a.m.-7:30 
p-m., and on Sunday, 10 a.m.-7 
pm. Call 5243936 to 40. 


of Sulu 


MASINO Intaray, epic chanter of Palawan 
pa 
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GINAW Bilog, Hamunuo Mangyan scribe of 
Mindoro 


Cubao, QC. The exhibit features a se- 
ries of impasto canvases of places 
and structures from the Spanish 
period such as churches, convents 


“BELL Tower Behind 
Red Brick Pillar, 


р: 
eiie and plazas. Call 7229205. 


"VIDEO of treasured text,” by Popi Primadewi 


Quinto, Primadewi at Liongoren 
“Malaya Ka Ba?” is an interactive art show by In- 
donesian artist Popi Primadewi and Filipina artist Al- 
ma Quinto. it opens today, at 6:30 p.m., at Liongoren 
Gallery, 111 New York, Cubao, OC. The exhibit will 
present Quinto's installation featuring freedom flying 
breasts (soft sculptures). Primadew will present 
SMS messages she received as an Asian Public Intel- 
lectual fellow of the Nippon Foundation. The exhibit 
will run until June 27. Call 9124319. 


Kawayan de Guia at Boston 

Ongoing until July 5 is a multimedia exhibit by 
Baguio based contemporary artist Kawayan de 
Gua at the Boston Gallery. “Junktion Box features 
De Guias surprising prolific energy and wit Itin- 
cludes, among others, a papier maché of Rizal 
monument, whose form was embellished as a glo- 
пеп “coin bank Call 7229205. 


Daquioag at Artists-Run 

Arisis-Run Independent Art Space presents 
“Hero,” a one-man exhibit by Thomas Daquioag. 
Art Space is at 318-A LRI Business Plaza, Nicanor 
Garcia St, Makati. The exhibit wil run from June 
14-27. Cali 8959837. 


“Kamukha! at UP Vargas 

UP Jorge B. Vargas Museum features "Kamukha: 
Portas rom the Jorge B. Vargas ап colcton at the 
Kawihan Galery beginning June 13. The portraits are 
of Don Jorge B. Vargas, te Vargas family. state of 
Gil rom the Commonwealth to the post Japanese 
occured Pllppines and studies of now anonymous 
ina’ The portas tel ferent and varied sto- 
ries ofthe countrys history, as well as Philippine art 
эп portraiture from 1890-1960. "Kamukha" presents 
е concept of tkeness, representation and interpre- 
taton, as well as projection: convention and patron- 
аде The portraits ara by tne brothers Femando and 
Pablo тосоо, Romeo Enriquez, Fabian de à Rosa, 
Fortunato Jervoso, Fermin Sanchez, Cesar Buenaven- 
tura. Jos Pereira. Ben Alano and Nestor Leynes. Leo- 
tures and sessions on portrats and portraiture wil be 
Conduct by Romulo Gaicano, Ed Lantin and the Sat- 
дау Group. “Kamukha” runs unl July 30. Call 
3281927 or e-mail varpasmuseum@gmalL com 


drawn to the 


stories. The «PAGKAKAAYOS," 
show runs 


Susi, by Melvin Culaba 
at Blanc, 2E 107 HV De la Costa St. 
Salcedo Village, Makati City. Call 
7520032/0920-9276436 or e-mail 
info@blanc.ph 
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“FAMILY Portrait,” by Don M. Salubayba 


Salubayba at CCP 

The Cultural Center of the Philippines presents 
"imaje Nacion/ Imagined Nation" by Don Maral 
Salubayba, atthe Bulwagang Fernando Amorsolo 
(Small Gallery), until July 9. The exhibit a collec- 
tion of multimedia pieces composed of wall-bound 
ой. Video pieces and puppets that were con- 
ceptualized and produced during and after the 
artist's residency at the Headlands Center for the 
Arts in Sausalito, San Francisco, and at the Inter- 
Rational Studio and Curatorial Program in New 
York Call 8323702. 


“ANG Batang Naglalaro,” by Benny Buendia 


Buendia at De las Islas 

Galeria de Las Islas in Intramuros presents Benny 
Buendia's one-man show “Balik Tanaw sa Probin- 
siya,” until June 25. The exhibit features more than. 
20 paintings with subjects on country scenes ren- 
dered in oil on canvas. Call 5272113. 


‘Historical Markers’ at De las Islas 
“Historical Markers," a commemorative exhibit of 
artworks with a special emphasis on Philippine 
heritage, is ongoing until June 30, at Galeria de 
Las Islas, 3/F Silahis Center, 744 Gen. Luna St., 
Intramuros, Manila. The exhibit features works of 
Gil Sermeno, Antonio Doctor Garcla, Claude 
Tayag, Danilo Lodronio and National Artist 
Napoleon Abueva done in diverse media such as 
pen and ink, watercolor, intaglio print, brass and 
resin. Call 5272113. 


Shakespeare’s characters recast in Disney animation 


By Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


“TAMING of the Shrew,” by E Gi 


Е 


LORENCE MAGTOTO GUIN- 
guyon II has also been enam- 
огей with the the Bard's plays, 


stately ancestral houses, their fin-de- 
siecle interiors, and the gentility ol M 
life during those times. 

For her part, Kim Eun-ok, a mem 
ber of the Korean Fine Arts Associa: 
tion, mounted her charming water: 


guyon 


which he has been reading since high 
school, so that he has been trying to 
make the characters come to life in 
his drawings. 

Thus, in his major exhibit this 
year, the artist chose as subjects char- 
acter from such immortal plays as 
"Romeo and Juliet,” "A Midsummer 
Nights Dream,” “Taming of the 
Shrew,” "Hamlet" and "King Lear” 
Though initially drawn to abstrac- 
tion, Guinguyon has since used the 
style of animation in exploring the 
Shakesparean characters follies and 
transgressions. He has an apt name 
for them: "Shakespeare's Fools,” As- 
tra Gallery, LRI Bldg., Nicanor Garcia 
St., Bel-Air, Makati (until June 22). 

A graduate of fine arts from Feati 
University in 2000, the artist was an 
‘eyewitness to the Mt. Pinatubo erup- 
tion, which displaced his family then 
residing in Mabalacat, Pampanga, 
one of the worst-hit places. He was 
forced to relocate to Angeles City 
and later to Manila, where he ulti- 
mately finished his college. He also 
joined art competitions, winning the 
Grand Prize in Shell National Art 
Competition in 1996. 

"The exhibit, "Shakespeare's Fools,” 
posits the one true thing that pervades 


‘TWO Colors” in Seoul, Korea. Кіт 
Eun-ok and Fidel Sarmiento 


his plays: the characters have, by 
virtue of their wanton acts, made fools 
of themselves. They have, at the end of 
the play, to make the supreme sac 
fice, by paying the high cost of their! 
discretion, chicanery or reckless dar- 
ing, with their very lives, 

Guinguyon, who works as a ani- 
mator of Walt Disney cartoons local- 
ly produced for worldwide consump- 
tion, admits he has resorted to ani- 
mation techniques to highlight par- 
ticulars scene and delineate the char- 
acters’ fantastical attitudes and ges- 
tures. With his mastery of watercolor 
techniques, he has devoted more 
time to establishing his characters’ 
nuances, 

The founder of Pitong Agimat Art 
Group, Guinguyon has initiated a 
number of shows to raise funds for 


“MEMORIES of the Past,” 
by Sarmiento 


charity. The current show's benefi- 
ciaries are the GMA Kapuso Founda- 
tion and Friends of the Cultural Con- 
cerns Foundation. An artist with a 
heart for the disadvantaged, he is al- 
so a drummer and percussionist, of- 
ten writing his lyrics and composing 
original music. 


AAP head in Korea 

The head of the Art Association of 
the Philippines (AAP), Fidel 
Sarmiento, now on his second term, 
has just come back from a successful 
show in Seoul, Korea, where he held 
а joint show with a Korean artist, 
“Two Colors” last summer, 

The sequel to the “Two Colors" 
show held at the Gallery Genesis last 
year, the Seoul exhibit showed 
Sarmiento's signature paintings of 


color paintings. The range of her 
oeuvre is phenomenal, more so since 
they use watercolor, a delicate medi- 
um to handle. There are still-lifes. 
landscapes and seascapes of utter 
delicacy. 

Equally admirable are her render 
ings of naturescapes, almost effort. 
less, limpid, truly devoid of self-con 
scious devices. 

Sarmiento's works are mainly a re 
working of his signature subject, but 
with a more pleasant palette and 
brushwork that borders on hyperre 
alism and magical denouement. 

The artist said he had a pleasure 
filled 10-day trip around Seoul, the 
Korean capital with plenty of time for 
interaction and sightseeing. He 
swore the Koreans are among the 
most hospitable people on earth. 

The trip was doubly memorable 
for Sarmiento because he was able 
to observe closely the art scene їп 
Korea. When he gets the chance to 
play host to visiting Korean artists 
Ín August, he will do his best, as al 
ways, to provide a sampling ol 
what Philippine art and culture 
have to offer 


Email author at gdormiendos 
yahoo.com 
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Avellana marks 3rd year 


М MARKING AVELLANA ART GALLERY'S THIRD 
anniversary is Lilia Lao's “Recent Drawings and 
Others," which opens today. Composed of a suite 
of works that occupies the gallery's three exhibit 
rooms, the show features Lao at her finest and 
broadest: still-lifes suffused with resonant color, 
chairs and windows deftly veiled in mystery and 
shadow, faces on the verge of either happiness or 
grief. The strokes, at once surefooted and intu- 
itive, are rendered with compassionate attention 
and a clear heart, nudging the viewer to come 
closer to a magnificently distilled space of light, 
silence and hovering objects. Exhibit runs until 
July 8. Avellana Art Gallery is located at А-19, 
2680 EB. Harrison St, Pasay City (fronting 


“CLOUDED 
Still Life” and 
“Ottoman” 


Gideon Academy). Call 8338357. 


Philippine industrial design's . sm- 


be either a water transporter or dispenser. It can 
be converted as a hand trolley by simply sliding 
the five-gallon water bottle inside the front com- 
partment and tilting it backwards for mobility It 
transforms into a water dispenser by removing 
the pin locks and using the handlebars asa lever 
to lift the heavy water bottle, minimizing the 
stress on the users back when lifting the con- 
tainerto the dispenser. 

Design exhibits such as "Paglulunsad" sup- 
port the cause of the Philippine creative indus- 
tries in looking for effective ways to create a 
nurturing environment that promotes the value 
and skills of creative people in their pursuit of 
economically rewarding endeavors. They high- 
light the positive contribution of the Philippine 
creative industries in nation-building. 

Paglulunsad 2006 can be viewed Monday to 
Friday, 9 a.m-5 рп, at the Product Develop- 
ment and Design Center of the Philippines, Cul- 
tural Center Complex, Roxas Boulevard, Pasay 
City. Call 8211112, fax 8323649, or e-mail pdd- 
ep@dti.govph 
Heritage watch 

On June 17, 8 a.m-4 p.m., the Museum 
Foundation of the Philippines and Barangay Bel- 


Air will hold Art in the Park, patterned after the 
art fairs of the Royal Society of Art in London 


Magpahampas sa likod 
para tumalsik ang plema. 


Fig. 2: 
pousse ACTION 


Carbocisteine 
Solmux 


and Rocks Arts and Crafts market in Sydney 

То be held at the grassy area in Velasquez 
Park adjoining the Salcedo Community Market, 
the event is set to become the venue for the sale 
of paintings, prints, photographs and sculpture. 
within the affordable threshold of P20,000. 

‘Art in the Park aims to attract, through the 
low prices ofthe artworks, buyers not necessari- 
ly familiar with art scene. Artists will have а 
chance to display their works in an unusual 
venue and to a general audience. A percentage 
of the selling price goes to the Museum Founda- 
tion the Philippines. 

“Artis for ай walks of life,” said Maribel Ong- 
pin, president of the Museum Foundation of the 
Philippines. “Every person finds his humanity 
fulfilled in art.” 

‘Art in the Park is spearheaded by Bel-Air 
Juniors and Museum Foundation members 
"Trickie Lopa and Lisa Periquet, the duo be- 
hind the highly successful Salcedo Commu- 
nity Market. To celebrate the market's sec- 
ond anniversary, they thought it fitting to 
launch an endeavor inspired by the vision of 
community service and conceived along the 
markets pioneering spirit in support of 
Philippine visual arts. 

The Art in the Park logo, designed by Pepper 
Roxas, features а little maya bird—a local bird 


© 


758 Cambocistelne 


and frequent visitor of parks. The early bird 
catches the worm—in this case, early risers get 
thebestart! 

‘Art in the Park presents artworks shown in 
the Drawing Room, Boston Gallery, Liongoren 
Gallery, Galleria de las islas, SilverLens and Art. 
Inday Students from the UST College of Fine 
Ans and Design and [Arc en Ciel, as well as 
members of Ilustrador ng Kabataan and Kasibu- 
lan, are participating. 

Other artists include Lanelle Abueva, Alma 
Quinto, Emmanuel Garibay, Daniel Coquilla, Al- 
fredo Liongoren, Jeho Bitancor, Jojo Lofranco, 
Isa Lorenzo, Derek Soriano, Pinky Urmaza, Kiko 
Escora, Maya Muñoz, Winner Jumalon and Din- 
don Cordova. Also included are Rodel Tapaya, 
Marina Cruz, lan Quirante, Tatong Torres, Jojo 
Ballo, Pablo Capati, Tibor, Joel Ajero, Mia Her- 
bosa, Elaine Herbosa, Riel Hilario, Emet Va- 
lente, Antonio Garcia, Benny Buendia, Crisanto 
Ladronio, Danilo Sola, Brian Vallesteros, Abi 
Goy Beth Parrocha, Liza Flores, Patty Eustaquio, 
Inday Cadapan and Phylis Zaballero. 

The Museum Foundation's annual general as- 
sembly is on the same day. Members must at- 
tend the opening ceremonies at 9:30 a.m. Call 
4042685 or 0918-5850383. 


E-mail the author at pride place@gmaiLcom 


Pilot Multi Ball Sign Pet 
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Pilot Gel Ballpen 
#BL-G3-5-B 


Pilot Hi-Techpoint Sign Pen 
#BXGPN-5V5 Grip 


Pilot Sign Pen #BL-P500 ji 


Pilot 3 Color Balipen 
#BPKW-50R-F 
w/ correction tape 


Pilot Rock 
Mechanical Pencil 
#H-535 Rubber Grip 
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Correction Pen 
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Ang gamot na may ibubuga. 
If symptoms persist, consult your doctor. 
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it's more than Just a credit card 


creative industries have long 
been an unrecognized force 
in the national economy and in LLL 
nation-building. a winning creation 
Industrial design is a lite. ЖД 
known discipline within the scope ШЕИ 
of the creative industries, a profes- ELL 


Congratulations to А ое 
Ms. Sally Е. Aldaba сазо — — — — M 


sign, PRIDE 


for winning miae GF PLACE 


tion and VASES and lamps made from. 
spatial de- stained glass by Anna Vida of PWU 
Д F sign, \ 
graphics, 
environ- 
ment, 
packaging 
and pho- 
tography. 
The other Augusto E 
aspect is yg 
pam. Villalon 
design, 
which includes the design of tools, 
agricultural and medical equip- 
ment, products, г 
жор fornicure, gifts, С PHILIPPINE Creative Industries 
Unlike the single, one ofakind Working Committee head Nestor 
ois fine cat рюдкей by Jardin looks at works of Industrial 
painters and sculptors, the indus- design graduates. 
trial designers output is utilitarian professional degree courses at Ma- Cebu Fame Market Weeks and in — The work of the 2006 crop of in- 
and commercial. Designs are not pua Institute of Technology, Philip- the major product fairs in Europe, dustrial designers is now on exhibit. 
meant to be works of art or hand- pine Womens University, La Con- Asia and the United States. at Paglulunsad 2006 at the exhibi- 
You might be the next instant millionaire crafted objects but are utilitarian кые сш (Bacolod), Uni- The local clamor for "export pee of the PDDCP Be amazed 
dim 2 м ey’ | objects designed for mass produc. versity of the Philippines, Universi- quality” products attests to the in- at the outstanding range of prod- 
in Citibank's Match & Win promotion! | rjonand commercial distribution. ty of Santo Tomas, and DLS-Col- dustryssuccess. ucts designed by Industral Design 
The Product Development and lege of Saint Benilde. The services of Philippine prod- graduates. 
Every single receipt of at least P1,000 Dan of the Philippines : The industrial design. оаа тар кену стаді The range of work at ће exhibi- 
4 М (PDDCP), organized in the early has been a quiet success. It in the local export manufacturing боп is amazing 
charged to your Citibank Credit Card | Тууу by the Philippine govem. achieved the reengineering of industry. Foreign manufacturers Paolo Bustos of DLS-Benilde pre- 
gives you a chance to win P1,000,000. ment, was charged with reviving Philippine export products from hire Philippine designers and take sents I-Relax, an ankle-rehabilitat- 
vanishing crafts and improving the the “cheap and cheerful” handi- them overseas to update their de- ing device featuring a stable leg- 
quality and competitiveness of crafts ofthe 1970s to the trend-set. signs. For many years, Philippine raiser that elevates the inured an- 
a : Philippine export products. ting, highly sophisticated furniture, designers have served as respected Ме and lessens pressure on it. 
To join, text all your entries ‘Tobe able to implement its man- gifs, and houseware objects that product advisers for intemational _ Mark Anthony Ambionof DLS- 
with or without matching numbers. | date, the agency pioneered thein- the Philippines is known for in the trade agencies such as the ПС Benilde designed the эрин, 
dustrial design profession in the world market today and that are UNCTAD/GATT, Unido, and oth- a double-function product that can 
Philippines, eventually establishing exhibited yearly at the Manila and PHILIPPINE/ C3 
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BANK NAME 


CITI«space»LAST 10 DIGITS OF YOUR 
CITIBANK CREDIT CARD NUMBER/ 
6-DIGIT APPROVAL CODE/ 
TRANSACTION DATE (MMDDYY) 


and send to 29768 


Example: Ф е (37 
Citi 3456789000/121681/041706 


Keep using your Citibank Credit Card from now until 
July 31, 2006 for more chances to be a millionaire! 
Call 995-9999 or visit www.citibank.com.ph for details. 


It's the annual Great Singapore Sale! Experience 
an 8-week-long shopping frenzy showcasing the 
hottest electronic gadgets. The nationwide gala 

of bargain prices and promos begins. i 


What better time to visit Singapore, and what 


better airline to take you there than Philippine Airlines. From June 1 to September 30, 2006, 
enjoy the Swingaround Singapore Tour Package for as low as US$275. 


Package includes: 
+ Round-rip Fiesta Class Alrfare (from Manila or Cobu) + Airport-Hole!-Alrport Transfers 
1 BNight Hotel Accommodation on Twin-Shanng Basis * Daily Breakfast 


Here's the Swingaround Package every shopaholic and techie must not miss 
Make Philippine Airlines your ticket to shopping fun and frivolity. 


= Singaporo a Philippine Airlines = Y 
ачи CIDN naina Di's about experience Years 


a lan ی‎ i 
x www phiippineairlines.com wil Pre 
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very air the Filipinos breathes 


cism comes naturally for him, 


" his vision as an artist exceeds the 
common romantic's. Far from 
of the trickster paa и ore 
ticism is not a concession to idio- 


су but a sincere commitment to 

By Gary C. Devilles trickster/clown archetypes de- critique. 

Contributor picted in his paintings. So when he paints children 
Whether this trickster is pas- 1 seeking a mother's embrace, he 

EZ PAINTER IS sionately embracing a lover, intimates the Filipinos’ felt pow- 


'áll Facial Care Centre 
at 892-SKIN now! 


playing the violin, flying a kite, erlessness, an unconscious 
А орнек and or even planting seeds, the trick- gorane ае capo De руаш 
: bemio is a refraction of what Fi all-loving mother. Whether this 
“The Circus of Life” ex- ipinos are, both in the personal loving figure is a benevol 
hibit at Le Soufflé at the and collective levels. hierarchy, God or humanity 
H i,  Obemio believes that the 4 = emio sees the essence of inno- 
Rockwell Club in Макан. wetter communicates a sense “HOMEACLas cence among Fins, Suh 
of his personal struggle to be nocence becomes all the more 
know too well—a story happy and to be witty despite that the Filipinos is known asa Singular considering the prob- 
of lost innocence and the pain in the deadpan worka- hopeless romantic—whether he lems that beset the country. 
erhaps the possibility day world—an attitude that ev. is crooning a love song, kissing 
p mE, ery Filipino would surely recog- his wife before leaving for work, ner struggle 
"The familiarity of Obemio's ie as his own as he reckons ог even pretending and imagin- _ A scene of children playing 
works stems not от thebanalt, With the complexity and some- ing that the world is like a fun тау be common to us all, but in 
of themes and concepts he us. times, inanity, of the world he merry-go-round. Romance is the و‎ 
, but rather from the striking, Vesin. 
intentions! resonances of i 8 ot surprising, therefore, 
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Asian governments’ 
stewardship of forests 
a dismal failure, book says 


M Мене EN 


‘Butterfly Kisses" 
By Bob and Brooke Carlisle 


In this moving narrative 
poem, Bob Carlisle and his 
daughter Brooke recapture 
the emotions so eloquently 
expressed in Bob's hit song 
which reached the top of the. 
pop, country, Christian and 
adult contemporary song 
music charts. Told in conver- 
sational verse between father 
and daughter, "Butterfly Kiss- 
ез” celebrates the shared love, 
trust and hope that create a 
unique bond between father 
and daughter. This Little Gold 
еп Book is a must-have for e 
ery daughter's bookshelf. 


‘The author says that the col- 


] lection of short essays started 


out “to be a simple compilation 
of my experiences. 1 wanted го 


share with my children bits and 


pieces of wisdom picked up 
through the years. I did not 
wish life's lessons to be buried 
with me someday” 

Michael writes that when he 
told his friends about this "lega- 
cy” book project, "they were in- 
spired and wanted to share my 
compilation with their children. 
Some have started writing to 
their children for the first 
time!” 


‘Everyman’ 
Quin Bate By Philip Roth 
wee Kisses The fate of Roth's Everyman is traced 
fom his first shocking confrontation with 
death on the idyllic beaches of his child- 
hood summers, through the family trials 
and professional achievements of his vigor- 
ous adulthood, and into his old age, when 
he is shattered in witnessing the deteriora- 
tion of his contemporaries and stalked by 
his own physical woes 


‘I Love You, Daddy!” 
By Edie Evans 


Daddy, I love you, and I 
‘want you to know, I have a 
great time wherever we go. 


‘Terrorist’ B 
By John Updike a 

The ever-surprising John Updike's 22nd novel 
isa brilliant contemporary fiction that will surely 
be counted as one most powerful. It tells of 
18-year-old Ahmad Ashmawy Mulloy and his de- 


votion to Allah and the words of the Holy Qur'an, 
as expounded to him by a local mosque's imam. 


Available 
at National 
Book Store. 
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THE ASIA FOREST NETWORK (AFN) AND 
the Environmental Science for Social Change 
will launch “Communities and Forest Stew- 
ardship: Regional ‘Transitions in Southeast 
Asia,” on June 16, 6:30 p.m., at the Manila 
Observatory, Ateneo de Manila University, 
Loyola Heights, QC. 

"Communities and Forest Stewardship," 
written by Mark Poffenberger, Rowena Soriaga. 
and Peter Walpole, is a regional synthesis of 
trends in developing policy and implementing 
programs in forest lands. The study is based on 
the experiences of the AFN working with for- 
est-based communities in Cambodia, Indon 
sia, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. 

According to the foreword by Dr. Poffen- 
berger, the shrinking of Southeast Asia's pri- 
mary rainforests, from over 250 million 
hectares in 1900 to less than 60 million 
hectares in 1989, happened under the legal 
stewardship of national forestry agencies that 


have failed to sustainably manage industrial 
timber concessions in millions of hectares. 
While certain forest lands have been convert- 
ed to other uses because of growing popula- 
tion, most have been unsustainably exploited 
and left degraded. 

“Communities and Forest Stewardship” 
urgently calls fora paradigm shift in how for- 
est environments have been perceived and 
managed by governments. The dominant 
model of professional foresters—under the 
ultimate direction of the central govern- 
ment—primarily controlling up to 70 per- 
centof each nation's land area has failed dra- 
matically. 

The publication is a joint project of the AFN 
and the Community Forestry International, 
with major support from the European Com- 
munity Tropical Forest Budget Line, and is 
distributed by Ateneo de Manila University 
Press. Call 9260452 or 4265984. 


Poetry Week and Fathers’ Day 
performances at Mag:net 


MAG:NET KATIPUNAN WILL MOUNT THREE 
readings cum performances starting June 14 
at 6 p.m., with the "Back to School Reading" 
led by Ramon C. Sunico, whose installation 
work, “In Vino: Bruise Decantata,” is on ex- 
hibitat the Poer's Alcove. 

Joining him are Jimmy Abad, Krip Yuson, 
Karina Bolasco, Lourd de Veyra, Joel Toledo, 
Angelo Suarez and Marie la Vina 

On Friday, June 16, at 6:30 p.m. is “O My 
Papal" —an open-mic reading of poems for fa- 
thers, and the launching of “Honoring Fa- 
thers: An International Poetry Anthology," — 
published by UP Press and edited by Abad and 
Yuson. 

To signal the event, Brigada, an 11-member 
percussion group from UP will perform at the 
deck starting at 5:30 p.m. Readers include An- 
gelo Lacuesta, Alma Anonas, Israfel Fagela, 
Larry Ypil, BJ Patino, Mikael Co, Naya Valdel- 
lon, Arkaye Kierulf, Bea Lim and Happy Fer- 
тагеп. Anyone with a “father poem" is wel- 
come to join the reading, 


є 
a 
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Capping the week, also on June 16, at 8 
p.m., is the performance of "Cesare & The 
Electric Underground Collective." Syjuco will 
accompany two of his own poems with a rare. 
"68 Gibson Les Paul Standard, playing solo 
guitar through a trio of Hartke garage band 
amplifiers. 

"The sound you get from this crude equip- 
ment is incomparable," says the poet-musi- 
cian. "Seriously speaking, it occupies a sonic 
vibe that's somewhere between a fart and sa- 
cred music. 

Guests readers/performers include Maxine 
Syjuco, Ronnie Lazaro, Vim Nadera, Pow 
Martinez-Ria Munoz, Jim Libiran, Suarez, Je- 
vijoe Vitug, lan Madrigal, Mitch Garcia, Lirio 
Salvador, Ronaldo Ruiz, Natasha Betita, Cos 
Zicarelli, Mike Mendoza, Danny Sillada, Nim- 
bus 9 and punk rock icon Bob Balingit. 

Mag:net Katipunan is across the Miriam 
College gate and beside Rustan's Supermar- 
ket on Katipunan Avenue, Loyola Heights, 
Qc. 
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Obemio's paintings, children’s game inti- 
mates, too, that inner struggle, which, ac- 
cording to the psychoanalyst Sigmund 
Freud, is an unconscious compensation for 
disenchantment that children experience 
when their parents are not around. 

Hence, itis important to understand the in- 
terplay of innocence and its loss in the paint- 
ings of Obemio, where the trickster plays a du- 
al role of pretending and criticizing, the pre- 
tense probably of assuming a better world than 
what one has and the critique of existing op- 
pressive situation one is in. 

‘The trickster, one must remember, wears 
a mask and whether this mask conceals a 
hidden smile or reveals the facade that Fil- 
ipinos most of the time find themselves in, 
Obemio articulates and visualizes it power- 
fully in his works. 

Obemio is quite the trickster too in search 
of answers even at a young age. His curiosity 
with the world of colors started at a young 
age of three when his parents gave him a set 

“EMBRACE” of pencils and watercolors as gifts. He also 
recalls the colorful slides in a set of encyclo- 
pedia that his parents bought for him. 

After stints of freelancing for animation, 
he decided to become serious with his work 
by studying the artworks of renowned mas- 
ters like Malang, Legaspi, Kiukok, and Ben- 
cab. Eventually, he joined the Saturday 
Group and the Art Association of the Philip- 
pines where he met peers more than willing 
to help him. 

Obemio admits that he's still honing his 
craft and still trying to find his niche in the 
industry. His constant consultation with top. 
artists like Malang and Salvador Convocar 
provides not only guidance and comfort but 
also inspiration to experiment on familiar 
forms, themes and concepts. He also hopes 
to venture on more important subjects like 
the degradation of the environment and the. 
Filipino's rich heritage. He believes that an 
artist should also be an agent of change. 

Obemio may indeed be the trickster be- 
hind this one-man show at Le Soufflé, telling 
us about social responsibility without being 
preachy, laughing with us without being 
ridiculous, and secretly fighting with us in 
the struggle that is the circus of our life. He 
helps us narrate our stories, too. 
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“The Circus of Life” opens on June 14. Call 
“AFTERGLOW” 8990718. 
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Book club’s 
readings for June 


MELISSA BANK, AUTHOR OF THE 
mega-bestseller “A Girls Guide to 
Hunting and Fishing,” returns with 
another engaging read in “The 
Wonder Spot.” The book's heroine, 
Sophie Applebaum, is the central 
figure of a Jewish family living in 
Surrey, Pennsylvania. The book is a 
comic and a refreshingly honest 
look at the family’s life cycle and a 
young woman’s journey into adult- 
hood. 

“Labyrinth” by Kate Mosse introduces 
two female protagonists born 800 years 
apart but are similarly tasked to protect the 
true Grail's secret against villains out to use 
it for their selfish gain. Year 2005, archaeo- 
logical dig volunteer Alice discovers a se- 
cret cave with strange writings on the wall, 
the pattern of a labyrinth, and two crum- 
bling skeletons, between these are a stone 
ring and a small leather bag. 

Flashback to year 1209, Alais' father en- 
trusts her a book and a ring on the eve he 
leaves to join a brutal battle against the 
Crusades. The book is part of the secret tril- 
оу connected to the Grail and inscribed in 
the ring is a labyrinth pointing to its 
guardian, 

PowerBook Club discussions for “The 
Wonder Spot" will be held in PowerBooks 
Greenbelt on June 27, 6:30 p.m., and on 
June 30, 6:30 p.m., in PowerBooks Mega- 
mall for "Labyrinth." 

The Power Book Club is open to every- 
опе, People may register at the customer 
service counter of any PowerBooks branch 
and get 10-percent off the featured book. 
Powercard Plus holders who sign up get 20- 
percent off. Plus, the first 16 registrants get 
a free cup of coffee from The Java Man. 

PowerBooks Specialty Store has branches 
at Greenbelt 4 (tel. 7576428 to 29), SM 
Megamall (6352898 to 99), Alabang Town 
Center (8505662 to 63), Glorietta 
(7527075), Shangri-La (6380023/25), 
Robinsons” Place Ermita (5233334, 
5243448) and SM Mall of Asia (5560244). 
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Samuel Beckett's 
‘Waiting for Godot’ 
is universally seen 
as an absurdist play 
French director 
Alain Timar, here to 
do a local version, 
begs to disagree 


ripen me RANE 


By Gibbs Cadiz 


HIS YEAR MARKS THE 

birth centenary of Samuel 

Beckett, the protean Irish 
playwright, novelist, poet, critic 
and Nobel laureate whose bleak 
worldview and radical art, ex- 
pressed in seminal dramas like 
“Waiting for Godot,” “Endgame” 
and “Happy Days,” helped redefine 
theater in the modern era. 

Visiting French director Alain Timar is well 
aware of the global hubbub surrounding 
Beckett’s 100th year, but he has a more emo- 
tional reason for mounting a local production 
of "Waiting for Godot,” which starts its run on 
June 22 at the Cultural Center of the Phili 
pines. 

“Last year I came to Manila,” he says, “and 1 
was really impressed to see very poor people 
living side by side with very rich people. 
While riding a taxi, 1 saw these shanties along 
the railroad, only a short distance away from 
Макан! This is impossible to see in Europe.” 

So fascinated was Timar that he visited one 
such area ("this place between Makati and 
Malate,” he says, referring apparently to San 
Andres Bukid). "They were very kind, very 
gentle, not aggressive at all. I wasn't naive, 1 
knew the situation could be dangerous, but 
for the most part they were very nice. And 
they were smiling all the time.” 


—— 


Artistic statement. 

What Timar had stumbled on was the 
uniquely Filipino brand of sunshiny resiliency 
against crushing odds. Rather incredibly, 
what came to his mind next was Becketts 
masterpiece, which is often seen as the 
archetypal artistic statement on the futility 
and irrationality of life. 

In Beckett's play two tramps named 
Vladimir and Estragon wait for a certain per- 
son named Godot—who may or may not 
come, and whose business with the two is 
never made clear. They bicker, banter with 
and amuse each other to while away the time. 
The play ends without Godot ever making an 
appearance, but Viadimir and Estragon, it is 
implied, will continue to wait. 

Timar, the artistic director of Theatre des 
Halles in Avignon, France, and an artist who 
enjoys а “nontraditional” reputation, 
thought the play could be transposed to the 
local setting, with the two men becoming 
derelicts living by the rail tracks. But to be 
true to what he saw during his visit, it would 
not be a treatise on pointlessness, but on 
how hope survives even in such miserable 
surroundings. 

“Waiting for Godot is usually called an ab. 
surd play" he says, “and that's the traditional, 
academic, philosophical view. But I saw how 
it could work in the local version, with these 
people living by the rails." 

“The rails"—he brandishes a sketch of Gino 
Gonzales’ planned set design showing a short 
span of riles bissecting the stage—“have a 
symbolic significance. They come from noth- 
ing and go into nothing. They are a symbol of 
infinity, of travel. They are a way for these 
people to leave their poverty behind, They 
can bea symbol for happiness.” 

"I think that waiting is a form of hopin; 
he says. 

"And ‘Godot is absolutely not absurd,” he 
argues. "Absurd' is an invention of teachers 
and academics, Absurd’ is when you step back 
and put some distance between you and the. 
material. I met Beckett twice, and I think that, 
for him, ‘Godot’ represented the condition of 
life. Everyday we work, we live, we love, and 
then we die. We hope for something else, but 
we continue to live." 

Optimists would see that as purposeful- 
ness, pessimists as meaninglessness. Timar is 
firmly on the upbeat side. 

“Gador is not about nonsense. Yes, these 
people are poor, the lowest class, but they are 
a symbol of positive humanity, too. The situa- 
tion is really hard, but theyre human, 
too—perhaps more human than the rest of so- 
ciety. lam inspired by that, that's why I tell my 
actors, ‘Smile, please.’ Life is hard, but smiling 
is beautiful.” 
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The loneliness of Filipino artists 


By Pablo A. Tariman 
Contributor. 


ONIGHT, AT 7:30 BM. AT 
the Shangri-La Plaza 
Cinema, Raya Martin's 

"Indio Nacionale (O Ang Maha- 

bang Kalungkutan ng Kata- 

galugan),” a 96-minute film re- 
yolving around the common 
nan during the colonial times, 
will be shown. 1 am inclined to 
translate this as “The Loneli- 
ness of the Colonized Filipino 

‘Then and Now.” 

I suppose it is a very fitting film for re- 
flecting on the birth of the nation and 
how the Filipinos have struggled across 
the centuries. 

Martin is a young artist with a unique 
sensibility. He exemplifies the work of 
young artists who do their best to project 
the best that this country can offer. As we 
celebrate the country's Independence 
Day today, it is imperative that we watch 
the best that this country has nurtured so 
as to encourage them to go on despite 
the hopelessness we all feel in the politi- 
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Alter watching Martin's film, I suggest 
‘we all get in touch with the country’s sta- 
ble of young prizewinners in the field of 
music. 


Oliver Salonga 

On Sunday, June 25, young pianist 
Oliver Salonga—two-time first prize 
winner of the National Music Competi- 
tion for Young Artists (Nameya) and win- 
mer of two concerto competitions in 
Florida, US—will be heard in a solo 
recital at the Philamlife Theater. 

What is unique about Salonga is that 
he perseveres regardless of the uncer- 
tainties facing artists in classical music. 

Cecile Licad herself has been very im- 
pressed with Salonga. She has coached 
him and advised him to go on even if the 
chances of making a lucrative living out 
of music is uncertain, 

Many times in the past, I get calls from 
frantic parents asking me if their chil- 
dren had made the right choice by pursu- 
ing music. 1 told them to respect the 
choice, but 1 made it clear they might not 
recover all the investments (expenses for 
endless music lessons, master classes, air 
tickets for scholarship abroad, board and 


lodging, etc.) they made for such a ca- 
reer choice. 

Our young musicians will get standing 
ovations when they end up the best in 
their batch, but it doesn't mean they will 
get priority for assistance from govern- 
ment institutions or they will get corpo: 
rate sponsorship once they start their 
concertizing. 

Filmmakers should do a film called 
"The Loneliness of the Long-Distance Fil- 
ipino Artist,” which would zero in on 
what Filipino artists go through just to 
heed the call oftheir art. 

1 take note of the frantic appeal for 
help made by violin prodigy Chino 
Gutierrez, who's doing well in Germany 
as а full scholar, but is hampered by 


monthly expenses beyond his parents’ 
means, 


ard Moises Villanueva 

Last week, another music scholar, clar- 
inet player Girard Moses Villanueva, 
graduated magna cum laude from the 
Conservatory of Music of Lynn Universi- 
ty in Florida, US, but couldn’t go home 
due to the high cost of air tickets. 

When Girard qualified for scholarship 
four years ago, his parents borrowed 


money for his air ticket as there were no 
funds from state institutions such as the 
NCCA, which he had approached first. 

For four years, he didn't take a vaca- 
tion for the obvious reason—he could 
not afford the air ticket. The school has 
in fact offered him another scholarship 
for a graduate degree but he wants to 
come home first and do a concert. 

But going home means spending quite 
a sum for air ticket from Miami to Mani- 
la 

Gifted young artists should be able to 
tum to their government for help. But 
knowing how the bureaucracy works in 
this country (artists are often advised to 
get a foundation to sponsor them when 
they ask for help at the NCCA), it is most 
likely that artists will chart a career path 
where they don't have to beg for sup- 
port. 

A prize-winning Filipino tenor and a 
violinist have turned to computer jobs ав 
music couldn't obviously support their 
family. 

‘Another prize-winning pianist shifted 
to medicine and a soprano has turned to 
law, knowing that music would not get 
her anywhere. 

In that light, I cheer the latest batch of 


Filipino artists who were inducted into 
the Order of National Artists Awards by 
Malacaang. 

‘Their untold stories will make for an- 
other film called "The Loneliness of Na- 
tional Artists." 


For concert inquiries, call 9007023 or 
0906-5104270. 
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aware of the peculiar requirements of trans- 
lating Beckett to local culture. 

“Our target is to approach Filipino culture 
and not to translate Western culture into a lo- 
cal stage. We have to live in Filipino culture, 
to adapt to the Manila atmosphere," he says. 

So his homework has included finding the 
local equivalent of Estragon’s favorite 
food—carrots, turnips, radish, Now its Sky 
Flakes, Blue Skies, Fita. Where Beckett spoke 
of some plush places in the Pyrenees, now its 
Makati or Boracay. And "Waiting for Godot” is 
now retitled “Godot, Wer Is U?” 

The actors Timar has chosen—Paolo 
O'Hara, Bong Cabrera, Cris Pasturan and Pao- 
lo Rodriguez—are no slouches in playing ma- 
terially bereft characters. O'Hara and Ro- 
driguez were part of Loy Arcenas “Ang Ro- 
тапа ni Magno Rubio" in 2004, about Fil- 
ipino migrants in the dust bowls of 1930s 
America. Cabrera and Pasturan alternated as 
the rapping Mercutio in Tanghalang Pilipino's 
genre-bending, jologs-celebrating “Rmeo Lu- 
vs Dewlhiet last year And Rodriguez 
slugged it out with Mario O'Hara and Irma 
Adlawan in another poverty-soaked TP play, 
Hanoch Levin's “Ang Pokpok ng Ohio.” 

‘Timar himself does not speak Filipino, but 
he has devised an ingenious way of directing 
these actors. His script comes in three ver- 
sions: French, English and Filipino. Every sin- 
gle line is numbered, so he knows exactly 
‘where the actors are at a given point. With the 
help of a couple of assistants who guide him 
оп the Filipino translation (by George de Je- 
sus Ш), "I hear the music of the lines, and 1 
can understand every word. That's how I also 
direct the lines,” he explains. 

"Everyday, we're seeing that Beckett's writ- 
ing is very close to the local version, We have a 
very strong connection between the play and 
the realistic situation of this people. In this 
way, we can say that Beckett is really univer- 
sal,” he adds. 

As Timar describes it, the process is a con- 
stant dialogue berween two cultures—his 
French background and the local context. 
"This "Godot" will not be a philosophical or ex- 


SAMUEL Beckett, 1906-1989. Oil on canvas 
by Barrie Maguire 
ARTWORK COURTESY OF AAGUREGALERICOM 


istentialist version but an earthbound, sensi- 
tive one reflecting marginalization and sur- 
vival in Filipino society. 

“1 tell my actors, look around you. Pick the 
attitudes, find the realistic relationships be- 
tween the stage and real life. You are the 
lawyers for these people. Show their real hu- 
manity.” 


“Godot, Wer Is И?" runs June 22-25 at the 
CCP as part of the International Theater Festi- 
val 2006, and Sept. 8-Oct. 1 as part of Tangha- 
lang Pilipino's 20th theater season. Call 
8323661/8321125 locals 1620-21/0920- 
9535381/0920-9535419/8919999, E-mail 
ccptanghalan@yahoo.com 
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ilipino tragedy 


By Amadis Ma. Guerrero 
Contributor 


ideal site for an : 
opera; 


there is 


hardly any room for 


A FEW MONTHS AGO, I WAS ARGU- 
ing with a friend, for the sake of argu- 
ment, over the opera "Spoliarium: 
Juan Luna,” by composer Ryan 
Cayabyab and librettist Fides Cuyu- 
gan-Asensio, the diva. 

"Since this is a Filipino opera, the 
language should be Filipino," I said. 
"But the Lunas and the Pardo de 
Taveras did not speak in Tagalog,” 
countered my friend. "That's right,” I 
conceded. “They were ilustrados, so 
for realism the libretto should be in 
Spanish (Castellano)." 

On second thought, 1 said to my- 
self, that's asking too much. Realism 
is not that really important in an 
opera. Asensio's libretto in English 


props and aset. But 
this маз compen- 
sated 
evening 
backdrop, the Luna | 
masterpiece. itself, 
“Spoliarium,” 
etched in blood-red 
colors by the light- 
ning design 
Shoko Matsumoto. 
There are only a 
few lyrical passages 
in the music by 
Cayabyab. 
don't 
humming any of 
the arias, as you 


that 
the 


for 
by 


of 


You 
go home 
Asensio 


hum 


LIBRETTIST Fides Cuyugan- 


high notes), and direc- 
tor Alexander Cortez 
has elicited powerful 
performances from 
tenor Eladio Pamaran 
(as Luna) and soprano 
Ana Feleo (as his bat- 
tered wife Paz). Asen- 
sio herself is a fiery 

| Dona Juliana, the 
mother indignant at 
the abuse her daugh- 
ter is enduring. 

i Thefinal scenes tug 
at the hean, like 
watching a Shake- 
spearean tragedy, with 
two bodies on the 
stage and a remorseful 
hero (or antihero). 
The Luna son, Lu 


will do. After all, in the Gounod 
opera, Carmen the Spanish vixen was 
belting it out in French. 

“Spoliarium: Juan Luna” маз 
restaged recently at the National 
Gallery of Art, National Museum, for 
the benefit of the Museum Founda- 
tion of the Philippines. With Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo “around, it 
was a media event. Well, almost. 


Not ideal site 
‘The venue, Ablaza Hall, is not an 


would, say 
"Musetta's Waltz" after watching “La 
Boheme.” The music leans more to- 
ward "heavy, dramatic Wagner" 
rather than "melodic Puccini." This is 
as it should be, I guess, considering 


. the work's somber theme. 


` The libretto by Asensio captures 
“the Spirit and sentiments of the two 
protagonists (antagonists), as tension 
mounts. 

The opera is as demanding acting- 
wise as itis musically (with all those 


(child actor 
Sagano), enters and cautions the au- 
dience to be quiet, as "abuelita" 
(grandma) is sleeping." 

Magic realism is present at the со- 

da, as Luna is handed a palette and a 
brush by his son and dead wife, 
meaning that life and art have to go 
on. 
"Spoliarium: Juan Luna" is a wel- 
come addition to the sparse field that 
is Philippine opera. It should contin- 
ue tobe restaged. 
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Haye you ever come inside from a smoke- 
break to find you've missed ош on a great con- 
versation or funny joke? Have you ever missed 
out on a picture-perfect moment of your child 
because you just couldn't resist the craving any 
longer? Have you ever found yourself running 
‘embarrassingly late to a social event because 
you had to have “one last cigarette” before you 
left the house? 

"Smoking can be addicting. Cigarettes 
fulfil the criteria for substance dependence 
as they deliver significant amounts of nico- 
tine which is a positive reinforcer. When a 


person quits the habit, he experiences sever- 
al withdrawal symptoms during abstinence 
which is only relieved by nicotine adminis- 

explains Dr. Danicl Tan, president 
of Tobacco-Free Philippines. 

Nicotine is one of over 4,000 substances 
found in cigarette smoke. It's a common 
misconception that it causes cancer but it 
docs not. Instead, it is the other substances 
їп cigarettes that are mainly responsible for 
bringing physical damage to your body. 
Nicotine in cigarettes is what makes it so 
hard lo stop smoking. 


Don't miss out on life's little moments! 


A Welcome Arrival 
This is where the Nicorette (nicotine) 
gom comes in. It is a form of Nicotine Re- 
placement Therapy (NRT) that has assisted. 
thousands of smokers around the world for. 
‘over 20 years to beat the habit by control- 
cravings. Now smokers need only 
ew mint-flavored and sugar-free 
Nicorette gum to provide their body with 
just enough nicotine to reduce the cravings. 
Dr. Lenora Femandez, Clinical Associ- 
ato Professor at the Department of 
Medicine at the UP College of Medicine, 


welcomes the arrival of Nicorette in the 
country. "The availability of a pharmaco- 
logical treatment like the Nicorette gum 
will further boost the country's smoking, 
cessation programs. The use of Nicorette 
along with а stop smoking program will 
definitely increase success rates of those 
who want to quit smoking." And Dr. Fer- 
nandez should know, She is also the Con- 
sultant Coordinator of Philippine General 
Hospitals Comprehensive Ambulatory 
Respiratory (CARE) Program and Stop 
‘Smoking Program. 


Don't think cigarettes. 
Think Nicorette. 
Nicorette gum is highly recommended 


for people who need to relieve their with- 
drawal symptoms because they want to stop 
smoking immediately, or want to reduce 
smoking gradually, then quit. 

Irworks by releasing nicotine into the saliva 
and is absorbed through the lining of the 
mouth. Its effect is а noticeable decrease in 
both the cravings and withdrawal symptoms 
thata smoker goes through when trying to quit. 
Nicorette and willpower combined doubles 
‘one's chances of quitting successfully. 

By using Nicorette when cravings strike, 
smokers can get on the path to giving up 
smoking and focus on their pastimes and 
hobbies, stay in the company of their 
friends and families and enjoy life to 
the fullest, 


Its time to get the most out of life. Quit the easy way with the 
Therapy worldwide. Nicorette (nicotine) gum is a smoker's companion in the difficult process of 
quitting. Unlike confectionary gum, its clinically proven to help control cravings, doubling 
your chances of successfully beating the addiction. Get started now and enjoy life more. 
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LIFESTYLE 


‘THE FELLOWS: 
getting chummy 
with National 
Artist Edith 
Tiempo and 
poet Cesar Ruiz 
Aquino. 


TOP WRITERS (second row) Anthony Tan, Marjorie Evasco, National Artist Edith Tiempo, 


Susan Lara, DM Reyes, and lan Rosales Casocot. Standi 


: fellows Andrea Teran, Ana 


Escalante Neri, Erin Cabanawan, Larissa Suarez, Michellan Sarile and Patricia Evangelista. 
Front row: fellows Ino Habana, Douglas Candano, Dwight Chiong and Dominique Cimafranca 


Fast decision. 10-year fixed. 
Rock-bottom rates. 
We bring your new home closer. 
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* Rates apply only for new term loan releases and purpose is acquisition, 
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** For every loan amount of P1,000,000 for 20 years. 
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Feeling sovereign in Dumaguete 


By Ana Escalante Neri 
Contributor 


TT IS OVER, ALL THREE WEEKS OF THE 45th 
National Writers Workshop held in Dumaguete 
last May 8-26, yet these ears can still hear the 
soft voice of Dr. Edith L. Tiempo, National Artist 
for Literature, telling us 11 writing fellows that 
"with literature, we become more human.” We 
could all only nod then, stricken mute by the 
pronouncement of ће word-lovers fate, for 
how much more of being human—reckless, 
stupid, sad, fragile, happy—could one really 
take? 

At 9 a.m.12 noon and 3-5 p.m. every day, 
Monday-Friday, we fellows—Ino Habana, Dou- 
glas Candano, Erin Cabanawan, Larissa Suarez, 
Dominique Cimafranca, Darwin Chiong, 
Michellan Sarile, Andrea Tan, Patricia Evange- 
list and Dr. Noel Pingoy, and myself—sat in a 
тоот overlooking the Rizal Boulevard, our avo- 
cado-green softbound workshop manuscripts 
pared open into a page of poetry or fiction, or 
essay. For those of us given to daydreaming, 
sighing at a window full of sea, quotables from 
Dr. Tiempo, our "Mom," were quick to reel us 
back to the urgent task of the moment—that of 
apprehending the errant sentence, of making 
taut the flabby line, of, in the end, discerning 
good from bad litera 

As for our weekly panel of critics, they awed 
us beyond our abilities to verbalize our grati- 
tude. Professor Marjorie Evasco always gave as- 
tute interpretations of even our most poorly ex: 


Asia’s longest writing 
workshop has just 
closed its 45th chapter 


ecuted poems. So did professor Sawi Aquino, 
poets Anthony Tan and DM Reyes, and fictionist 
Susan Lara, who gave as much encouragement 
as they did wake-up calls to the careless writer. 
‘And no matter how harsh the criticism from the 
panelists, we learned to take them without 

inching. Even Mom Edith herself said: “It takes 
a destruction to make something new.” 


Flaming trunks 

Taking their place at the critics table during 
the second week were Dr. Jimmy Abad, whose 
passion for the well-written story had him 
jumping off his seat crying out “Masterful!” and 
“You've got it, son-of-a-gun,” and Krip Yuson, 
who endeared himself to the fellows with the 
wholesome charm of the rare, true gentleman, 
together with his pair of flaming swimming 
trunks. 

Finally, the kindest of the panelists, ushered 
in on the third week, was Bobby Villasis, who 
must have given his best critique outside the 
conference room, over free bottles of vodka, 
rum and beer. 

Through the weeks, we did our job as well as 
we could turn away momentarily from the se- 
duction of the city's streets, “pedie-wedies,” 
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cafés and local fare while sessions were in 
progress. Within the conference room, we 
pored over each other's works, nit-picked on 
embarrassing grammatical lapses, praised cer- 
tain sensibilities. Then, freed under the Du- 
maguete skies, we shared vitamins, ziggies and 
hangovers. 

‘Somewhere in between, we told each other 
the stories and poems we dared not write just 
yet, all the while feeling vulnerable in our hap- 
pines, aware of each moments imperma- 
ence. Usually accustomed to solitude, we 
found pleasure in the company of kindred 
souls, clinging to each other (for balance after a 
round of whiskey, or not to fall again in the gut- 
ter when dancing in the rain) on Wednesday 
reggae nights at Hayahay. 

‘After reading Stephen Dunn, we spent our 
hearts, ignoring warnings of sentimentalism 
anda lesson on Ruskin's pathetic fallacy: we still 
liked to believe, and believe with a petulance, 
that the sky shed tears for us, at least while we 
felt a keen collective ache from the dwindling 
summer days we weren't yet prepared for 

The panelists had spoken to us of the poet 
Cirilio Bautista's “three sovereignties” in poet- 
1y--the sovereignty of the author, the reader 
and the poem, each with its own dominion, its 
own power. Clearly, the 45th National Writers 
Workshop has its three sovereignties, too—lit- 
erature, the fellowship and the city of Du- 
maguere. 

Each sovereignty a force upon us, as sweet 
and sharp as we could humanly bear. 


Good News for 
Patients with Presbyopia 


Hundreds of thousands of eder Filipinos have cataract 
(the clouding of the eyes lens). Millions of others suffer 
from presbyopis— the condition in which adults over 
forty start having difficulty reading, or seeing in the 
deri, ог focusing on close objects This condition usually 
brings them to their optometrist for their first pair of 
reading glasses. 


For the first time in human history, presbyopin can now 
be corrected. 


Intraocular Lens or what is more popularly known as 
10Ls were previously used only in cataract surgery. They 
are like contact lenses except that they are permanently 
placed inside the eyes, require no maintenance and last 
a lifetime, They lessen a patient's need to wear eyeglasses 
after surgery. 


1а cataract surgery, 1OLs act as replacement lenses for 
the cataract that was removed. With a new lens inside 
the eye, light entering the retina can be correctly focused. 
However, older OL models only allowed distance vision 
correction and so required a patient to use reading glasses 
Iter on. 


Recently, a new generation of advanced IOLs has been 
developed, enabling 1012 to correct presbyopia— and 
very high grades that cannot be tested even with laser 
surgery. The IOLs, particularly the AerySof Reston does 
three things: it enables one to see far without eyeglasses, 
lets elderly patients read without glasses, and restores 
vision after cataract surgery. It also blocks harmful 
radiation so that eyes wil not degenerate quickly. I is 
the best option for elderly patents with cataracts who 
hate to wear contact lenses or use very thick magnifying 
gases. 


Know more about these new technological advancements 
and how they can benefit your loved ones. Call 898- 
2020 or e-mail You may also visit 
| wwwaslaneyeinnitute.com for more information 


Ipagdiwang ang pagiging Pinoy 
ngayong Independence Day. 
Para sa Expat Pinoy... 
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In everything you do, 
ibuhos mo ang lahat. 
Makipagsabayan sa mga 
manggagawa ng buong 
mundo. At ipakita mo 
ang galing ng Pilipino. 
Magsilbing halimbawa, 
na ang may tiyaga, _ 


Para sa Expat Pinoy, 
ito ang payo ng inyong bangko. 
Mapasaan ka man.. 


Luis Morelo: 
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A phone and intemet bank para sa mga Expat Pinoy, mula sa 
Bank of the Philippine Islands. It offers the most convenient and safest way 
to manage your finances even when you are away from home. 


It's easy to BPInoy, anywhere in the world with the 
BPInoy Pabaon Pack brought to you by BPI Direct. 


BPInoy when you save! & 

We give you a BPInoy Savings Account to make it easier for you 
to secure your family's future. Maaari rin kayong mag-remit with 
this account, kaya madali at mabilis ang pagpapadala ng pera sa 
inyong pamilya. 


BPInoy when you spend! 

We give you a ВРІ Credit Card to help you in your start-up expenses, 
and to open doors for you especially when you are in a new 
country. At dahil Mastercard, it's accepted anywhere in the world. 


BPInoy when you connect! 

We give you access to BPInoy counselors who are available 24/7 
to help you with your bank requirements and inquiries. You can 
inquire about all BPI Direct products and services including BPInoy 
auto and housing loans. Just call 89-100 or the toll-free number 
of the area where you are in, as listed in your BPInoy Pabaon Pack. 


Sa BPI Direct Savings Bank, siguradong may maaasahan kayo sa inyong pakikipagsapalaran 
sa ibang bayan. And you can be sure na ang inyong pinaghirapan ay mapalalago at 
mababantayan. Dahil kami ay naniniwala na ang tagumpay ninyo ay tagumpay nating lahat. 
Kaya itaas ang noo and be proud. Dahil saan ka man sa mundo, you can BPInoy. 


For more information on how to BPInoy, 
call 89-100 or visit www.bpidirect.com 
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Brought to you by the Children of Expat Pinoys 


To be aired today, on Independence Day, is an anthem that heralds the values of being a true 
Filipino, wherever you may be in the world. It is a tribute from BPI Direct Savings Bank to our 
countrymen who are working abroad. 


We would have wanted to gather all of them in making this television commercial, to give them à 
the recognition they deserve. But they are all away, in different parts of the world, working 
hard to secure a bright future for themselves, their families, and their country. 


So instead we bring you the каат of Expat Pinoys -- the embodiment of all their dreams 
and aspirations, 


Angelica Miles Alexene F. San Jose 

6 years old 

Grade 1 student sa Colegio de San Agustin 
Ang kanyang ama ay isang Spinner sa USA. 
Gusto niyang maging doctor paglaki. 


Renz Michael Valerio 

7 years old 

Grade 2 student sa Antipolo Faith Christian School 
Favorite ng kanyang ate, isang accountant sa 
Abu-Dhabi na nagpapadala ng pera sa kanilang mga 
magulang, para makatulong sa mga pangangailangan 
ni Renz. Paglaki ni Renz, gusto niya maging engineer. 


Joyce Giselle Ching 

11 years old 

Grade 6 sa Montessori De San Ildefonso 

Anak ng isang seaman: Mabait at maganda, pangarap 
ni Joyce maging artista or newscaster paglaki. 


them. Though miles away, 
ier was a great inspiration when 
[contest where he emerged the 


a from st the commercial, Erik also 
Joins in singing the anthem for the TV spot. The 
| song "luwi Mo ang Pangarap” expresses what 
every child of an Expat Pinoy feels. The words of 
| the song ring true because it speaks of these 
“children’s collective wish -- to have their parents 
come home, These children truly understand the 
b plight of their parents, and they are all grateful 
for the sacrifices their parents have endured for 
them. 


‚ See these children sing and pay tribute to the Expat Pinoys here and all over the world. Watch the 
BP! Direct Savings Bank commercial that airs today at ABS-CBN, GMA 7, Studio 23, ANC, Cinema 


tyle, Network, RPN 9, Solar Sports, ETC, and worldwi. 
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World Slasher Cup II: 


The Olympics of Cockfighting 


he friendly competition that 
[ was first started in 1963 has 
evolved into what is now “a 
must-see event” for tourists visit- 
ing the country, as endorsed by the 
Department of Tourism, headed by 
Sec. Ace Durano. 

Through the years, the World Slasher Cup 
has provided a stage in which only the best 
and the finest compete. The will to win the 
coveted World Slasher Cup compelled the Fil- 
ipino cockfighting barons to а wild race for 
the best and most prolific fighters and roost- 
er-raisers of America in those days. 

The steady stream of American pitmasters 
brought to our shores by the likes of highly 
revered Pinoy cocking greats DO Plaza, AP 
Reyes, Don Peping Lanuza, James Chiong- 
bian, Ramon Mitra, Don Ricardo Silverio, the 
Lacsons of Bacolod; the Yulos and Montinolas 
of Negros and the Cojuangcos of Tarlac have 
created a healthy interaction between local 
cockers and their western sporting brothers. 

The breeds and strains of roosters brought 
by the Americans competing in the World 
Slasher Cup provided the needed infusion of 
bloodlines that improved our local stocks, 
thereby making the sport more competitive. 
‘These include the roosters of world cocking 
legends Duke Hulsey, Joe Goode, Billy Abbot, 
Heinie Mathesius, Oscar Aikins, Billy Ruble, 
Dee Cox, Richard Bates, Dan Gray, Carol Ne- 


(STRIDE 


smith, Ray Alexander Bob Howard, Tom Wil- 
son, Wayne Haulmark, Col. Givens, Gary 
Guillam and Bruce Barnett among many oth- 
en. 

About four years ago when the Bureau of 
Animal Industry eased the importation of 
gamefowls from the United States, Filipino 
Cockers from all walks of life for the first time 
gained access to quality broodstocks from 
America. This development resulted in a new 
direction for the World Slasher Cup. 

Convinced they finally had the winning 
edge, more and more Fil-Ams, foreign-based 
cockers and local breeders who had acquired 
breeding stocks from their US-based friends 
and relatives, had been competing and mak- 
ing waves in the World Slasher Cup. This also 
resulted from an average of 60 entries per 
staging to a huge increase of 100 to 150 par- 
ticipants since 2004. 

The glamour attached to the World 
Slasher Cup today has attracted not only 
cockers from the United States, but also 
from other countries as well. Over time, 
the event has developed into a homecom- 
ing of sorts for thousands of Pinoy 
sabungeros who have acquired other citi- 
zenships or are based abroad. 

Jorge “Nene” Araneta (Thunderbird en- 
try)—owner of the Araneta Coliseum where the 
World Slasher Cup was born and has been staged 
through the years, has propelled and led the con- 
tinuous staging of the World Slasher Cup. 


The biggest coctis ing eventi in the world starts tomorrow Uume 13, and 
15, 17) at Arameta Coliseum ‘The Mecca of Philippine sports and entertainment’ 


‘THE WORLD SLASH- 
ег Cup 8-Cock Invita- 

tional Derby reverber- 

ates again at the Arane- 

ta Coliseum with its 43rd 
edition on June 13, 15 and 

17, bringing the best and 
finest pit fighters and game- 
fowl breeders in the world to 
what has been regarded as the 


“Olympics 


of Cockfighting” 


Through the years, the Big Dome, 
th its owner Jorge "Nene" Araneta 
nd recently with the Pintakasi of 
Champions, has made it its commitment 
to stage the semi-annual event to show- 
case the league's most excellent breed of 
‘gamebirds of the time and present to the 
Pinoy sabungero the most prestigious and 
‘competitive derby in the world. 
Working side by side with the World 


Slasher Cup in this endeavor is Thunderbird 
Power Feeds—the undisputed gamefowl in- 
dustry leader. Over the years, Thunderbird 
Power Feeds has provided valuable support 
and has worked hand-in-hand with the orga- 
nizers of the World Slasher Cup in a united 
effort to make every event bigger and better. 

From the get-go, Thunderbird Power 
Feeds had only one thing in mind: to take 
the Pinoy spirit to the world. It is the battle- 
сту since it supported the staging of the 
World Slasher Cup. Such an undertaking 
was launched primarily to put the Philip- 
pines in the map of gamebirds sports and in- 
still pride and belief in every Filipino that 
we are capable of achieving a world-class 
feat, the value of which is the combination 
of good breeding, time spent in training and 
preparation and constant response to the 
trials and tests. 

For the first time in the Philippines, 


sabong aficionados will experience a totally 
different atmosphere in cockfighting. Inside 
the Big Dome, Thunderbird will providea gi- 
ant electronic scoreboard and giant screens 
showing the ringside view of the on-going 
hackfights with slow-motion replays of the 
winning moments of the prized gamebird 
(as seen in basketball and boxing matches). 

Aside from these technical innovations, 
‘Thunderbird Power Feeds will also feature a 
festive ambience inside and out the arena, 
breaktime entertainment, games and WOW 
Magic Sing-along with prizes and product 
giveaways awaiting sabong enthusiasts. 

The 2006 edition of the World Slasher 
Cup II with the support of Thunderbird Pow- 
er Feeds promises to be another record- 
breaking and historic event as a legacy to 
the sport and gamefowl breeding industry of 
the “inseparable tandem for Philippine 
cockfighting” 


RD POK 


ER FEEBS 


The company that nurtured an industr 


There were a few companies who caught a glimpse of 
hope in the cockfighting and gamefowl breeding indus- 
try, but it was Univet Agricultural Products Inc’s Sar- 
manok Feeds of the Unilab Group of Companies, that 
not only saw clearly the light at the end of the tunnel, 
but was able to fully visualize what lay far, far beyond. 


The first product Thunderbird Hi-Pro- 
tein Power Pellets was launched in 


1988, backed by а marketing drive у 


that surprised фе countrys 
sabungeros. The faith and determina- 
tion displayed by the company gener- 
ared the pride, inspiration and encour- 
agement for hundreds of thousands of 
Filipinos to jump into the sport of 
cockfighting and the gamefowl breed- 
ing industry that has been a Filipino 
custom even before Magellan came to 
our shores. The rest was history. 
Other specialized feeds for 
gamefowl were formulated and 
produced and eventually, the Thun- 
derbird Power Feeds division was 
established. With Thunderbird's in- 
tensive education of rooster-raisers 
through brochures, journals, semi- 


nars, radio and television pro- 
grams, the Filipino cocker was 
transformed from the figure of a 
man blowing cigar smoke on his 
rooster to an executive checking 
the vaccination program of his 
birds on his laptop. 

With Thunderbird product com- 
mercials seen on primetime television 


and its sponsorship of monumental 
sporting events such as Manny Pac- 
quiao's domination of Mexican box- 
ers, the public has accorded the sport 
considerable acceptance, honor and 
respect, thereby giving the 
sabungerong Pinoy a sense of pride of 
being a cocker. 

Last year, Thunderbird celebrated 


its second Year of the Rooster iti exis- 
tence. Today, Thunderbird Power 
Feeds strongly remains as the undis- 
puted market leader in the industry 
that it helped to develop and uplift. 
Thunderbird Power Feeds: the 


company that nourished the game-" 


fowl breeding industry and the 
sport of cockfighting. 


The 2006 edition of the 
World Slasher Cup Il with 
the support of Thunderbird 
Power Feeds promises to he 
another record-breaking 
and historic event as a 
legacy to the sport and 
gamefowl breeding industry 
of the ‘inseparable tandem 
for Philippine cockfighting" 
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Araneta known. 
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entry 


Dicky Lim: Let’s win 


FOR A COCKER WHO HAD ACTIVELY COMPETED IN TERESA 
Square Garden and Covelandia during the 705 and early 805, one 
‘would immediately perceive that Dicky Lim is a man already in his 
sixties. He is relatively young compared to the likes of James 
Chiongbian, Rep. Carding Silverio, Rep. Peping Cojuangco, or Est- 
ing Teopaco, but then, probably borne out of his youth, Lim was a 
manina hurry in those days. 

During that time Dicky thought, “there was no better thrill in the 
world but to gamble". He would frequently go to the derbies com- 
peting against the “giants” in those days, until his vice got the best 
of him and took its toll on his health and wealth. He stopped and 
went into self-imposed hibernation 


Breeding is the key 

In 1989, silently, Dicky started his comeback by way of breeding. 
Realizing that he couldn't just keep on buying birds considering 
their exorbitant price, Dicky decided to start breeding and raising™ 

* roosters of his own. In Bacolod, he put up a gamefowl farm and lat- 

era conditioning yard in Malvar, Batangas. Se= 2e- 1 

| He found out that the real satisfaction hewas looking for in cock} 
fighting was in having to breed superior roosters and seeing them, 
dominate théir opponents. > - ET B 

1n 1994, Dicky launched his comeback and five years of prepari 
tion seemed to have been well worth it. He fought his roosters and 
started making a name fof himself again, This time not onlyas à 
cockézbutabresder P A4 of Џ 

Using the entry names DL Warriors, El Nido arid Malvar Rat igers, 
he made his mark once more conquering numerous derbies around 
Metro Manila, where he had captured severg) championships. He 
was fighting against the “giants” agaif. =~ 
Winsletis ‘Titanic’, 7 

It was just aftet,the “Titanic” movie's record breaking run that 
Dicky came out with thé entry name Winslet. So everyone thought 
it was pertaining to actress Kate Winslet who played the role of the 
film's heroine Rose. Lim later on clarified that the name was actual- 
ly Чест win" read backwards. And win, they did. 

The word Winslet proved to be truly "titanic" later on after Dicky 
won the championship of the World Slasher Cup I in January 2002. 
Besting 73 other tough competitors, Winslet posted a total score of 
7 wins and 1 draw. 

‘Last January, Lim bagged his second World Slasher Cup title, 
thereby joining the elite list of WSC multi-tilists. 
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Pong Plaza returns 


FROM 1993 TO 1998, PONG PLAZA WAS A FORCE TO RECKON 
with inthe local derby scene. His regular entry name Dream 
‘Team was winning championships almost on a weekly basis. He 
was where he wanted to Бе. ; =, 

However, his pasdjon for cockfighting had to take the back seat 
when the call to serve came. For several years, Agusan del Sur 
Rep. Rodolfo “Pong? Plaza concentrated his time and effort on his 
шу as a lawmaker, ang worked he did. 
Acocker'sson | 

Plaza is a son of the late Agusan del Sur Governor Democrito 
O. Plaza, who is regarded as one of the pillars of Philippine cock- 
fighting. During the ‘60s and the 705, “DO”, as he is fondly 
called, helped so much to bring the local gamefowl industry to 
what itis today. 

‘among!DO's notable contributions are the staging of presti- 
gious national’ ‘and international derbies and bringing into the 
country the finest American cockers and breeders during those 
бте, 2- Д 

Ompong was exposed to cockfighting even from childhood. 
Noticeably; he inherited his fathers perfectionist attitude. DO 
‘would not tse the same knife (tari) twice, thus, he had a'drum- 

f used knives later in his life. L 7 

DO and his American cocking partners became-Ping' idols. 
After his father died, the young Plaza continued/the friendship 
with westerners, especially; with „world-renowned gamefowl 
breeder Billy Abbot, who passed away just a few years ago. Ab- 
bor's Radio Line of gamebirds became theifouddation bloodlines 
of Pong's signature breed of fighting cocks. © 


Time to return ٤ 

Although he shied away from active competition, Pong contin- 
ued to improve his gamebirds through meticulous breeding. 

Armed with the power, speed and fighting style that every 
cocker dreams of, Pong's Radio-crosses composed of yellow- 
legged, green-legged and spotted-legged Reds & Greys are claim- 
ing their corner in the rectangular arena again. 

‘With more than 300 ready-to-fight matured cocks to back him 
up, Plaza launched a comeback last year and has been slowly 
gaining altitude to fly again among the eagles of the sport. 
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Sonny Lagon and his 
Blue Blade Sweaters 


HIS PHENOMENAL RISE TO FAME WAS SOMETHING NEVER 
seen in the history of Philippine cockfighting. 

From a practically unknown personality, Sonny Lagon has 
evolved from a neophyte rooster-raiser in 1999 to be among the 
best of the best in the local cocking scene. 

With his superb-fighting Blue Blade Sweaters, Sonny has won, 
among others, the prestigious United Cockers Association of the 
Philippines Stagfighter of the Year title in 2000 and 2001, several- 
Cocker of the Year runner-up finishes; numerous big time derby" 
championships including the 480-entry P8.8-million Roligon 10th 
Anniversary 7-Cock Derby and the 142-entry Balbina Cup 2002 7- 
Stag Derby in Negros with a perfect seven-win score: 

Оп Feb. 4 and 6, 2003, Lagon started his renewed bid for the 
elusive Cocker of the Year Award with a sterling 7-0 win-loss 
record for a solo victory during the UCAP 7-Cock Derby held at the 
Mandaluyong Coliseum hosted by Danding Cojuangco. He even- 
tually grabbed the title in June 2003. 

ober 2005, Lagon racked-up enough points to bag the 
fowl Breeders Association's Breeder of, 

a shocked the competition) 
1 topirated entries in the P9.5- 

ок Dèrby scoring six wins and d 
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What you need to know about bird flu 


By Ariel V. Macasaet, DVM 
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THE VIRUS. Bird fuis an infection caused by In- 
fuenza Type A vius characterized by two surface 
proteins, Hemagguinins (HA) and Neuraminidase. 
(NA) which provide basis for identification. To dala, 
there are 15 HA and 9 NA subtypes of fu viruses, of 
which diferent combinations of HA and NA proteins 
are possible to crente а distinct subtype All subtypes 
of Infuenza A viruses can be found in birds. 


The current outbreak of bird fu that is sweeping 
across three continents (Asia, Europe and Afica) 
has been identified as HSN - he same strain ofn- 
fuenza A vius which jumped the bird-human 
species barrier in Hong Kong in 1997 


The natural incubation period (lime between in- 
fection and appearance of clinical signs) is 3 to 14 
days and is dose-dependent. 


OCCURRENCE. Bird fu is widespread in water- 
fowls such as geese, ducks, swans, gulls and tems. 
Wid birds cay the virus in their intestines but usu- 
aly do not get sick. While this virus seldom causes 
clinical disease in wid birds, domestic poultry flocks 
аге particularly vulnerable with mortality reaching 
up to 100 percent. Migratory birds are a significant 
source of infection especially in counties under ma- 
jor fyways. However, trade routes are also impor- 
tant means of spreading the virus. 

THREAT TO LOCAL POULTRYIGAMEFOWL 
INDUSTRY. With the Philippines faling under the 
East Asian-Austraian Flyway, a large migratory 
route along which millons of migratory birds fy for 
thousand of miles between New Zeeland and 
‘Sea, the threat of infection exists since migralo- 
ry birds make a regular “stop-over” in some areas 
to rest and feed. Local free range chickens may 
«ome in contact with these migratory birds and 
serve as medium for the HSN virus to enter our 
{ood chain. The virus could then transfer from fres- 
range chickens to poultry farms. 

Some of he places where migratory birds reg- 


ularly make а slop indude the Manila Bay 
rasta area, Olango Island in Cebu, Candaba 


swamp in Pampanga, Batanes Island, eserves 


and the coastal wellands of 
Mindanao. 


CURRENT..SITUATION. Bird fu ола 
have Spread like wildfire in recent months, . yan- 
ning from Asia to Europe алф Айга. Most of the 
recent outbreaks have been documenlad п Europe 
and Айга. Experts are also keeping an eje on wild 
bird population in Alaska considered as a cross- 
road for migratory birds from Asia and Europe to 
America y 

Based on the World Organization for Animal 
Health (ОЕ) data, 52 countries have confirmed cas- 
es of H5N1 infection in humans and poultrylwild 
birds since the vius reappeared in 2003. Of these, 
35 were countries that have reported first outbreaks 
in pouliryhwild bird infection in 2006 alone, making 
the virus spread more aggressive than ever. Most of 
the countries affected fall under the migratory fly- 
ways but trade routes are also being pointed at as 
possible means of inter-country disease transmis- 
sion. 4 


НЕМ is of particular importance because it mu- 
tates rapidly and has a documented propensity to 
acquire gene from flu viruses infecting other animal 
species. The virus has been detected in pigs in Chi- 
na and this is very critical since pig flu virus can infect 
humans and that HN1 may acquire the gene cod- 
ing for increased infectivity in humans. Research in 
Vietnam has shown that the НЕМІ PB2 gene, the 
gene responsible for increased Infectivity, has al- 
ready mutated and that H5N1 today is more infec- 
tious than the НБМ that existed In 1997. The virus 
has also been detected in tigers, martens (a weasel- 
Же animal) and cats. Recenty, a possible case of 
human-to-human transmission is being investigated 
in indonesia involving seven family members, of 
wich six died. 


Recording to the World Health Organization 
(WHO), confirmed human infections have been tal- 
lied at 224 since 2003, of which 127 have died. In 
2006 alone, 51 persons have died out of 80 infected 
{64-percent fatality rate). 
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Dicky Lim: Let's win 

FOR A COCKER WHO HAD ACTIVELY COMPETED IN TERESA 
Square Garden and Covelandia during the ‘70s and early ‘80s, one 
would immediately perceive that Dicky Lim is a man already in his 
sixties. He is relatively young compared to the likes of James 
Chiongbian, Rep. Carding Silverio, Rep. Peping Cojuangco, or Est- 
ing Teopaco, but then, probably borne out of his youth, Lim was a 
man ina hurry in those days, 

During that time Dicky thought, "there was no better thrill in the 
world but to gamble”. He would frequently go to the derbies com- 
peting against the "giants" in those days, until his vice got the best 
of him and took its toll on his health and wealth. He stopped and 
went into self-imposed hibernation 


Breedingis the key 


In 1989, silently, Dicky started his comeback by way of breeding. 
Realizing that he couldn't just keep on buying birds considering 


their exorbitant price, Dicky decided to start breeding and raising 


roosters of his own. In Bacolod, he put up a gamefowl farm and lat- 
er a conditioning yard in Malvar, Batangas. To , 

He found out that the real satisfaction he was looking for in cock? 
fighting was in having to breed superior roosters and seeing them 
dominate their opponents. J 

1n 1994, Dicky launched his comeback and five years of prepara? 
tion seemed to have been well worth it. He fought his roosters and 
started making a name for himself again. This time not only as à 
cocker, buta breeder ^ 

Using the entry names DL Warriors, El Nido and Malvar Rangers, 
һе made his mark once more conquering numerous derbies around 
Metro Manila where he had captured several championships. He 
was fighting against the “giants” again. ° y 


Winslet is ‘Titanic’ d 

It was just after the “Titanic” movie's record breaking run that 
Dicky came out with the entry name Winslet. So everyone thought 
it was pertaining to actress Kate Winslet who played the role of the 
ilm's heroine Rose. Lim later on clarified that the name was actual- 
ly “let's win” read backwards. And win, they did 

‘The word Winslet proved to be truly “titanic” later on after Dicky 
won the championship of the World Slasher Cup 1 in January 2002. 
Besting 73 other tough competitors, Winslet posted a total score of 
7 wins and 1 draw. 

Last January, Lim bagged his second World Slasher Cup title, 
thereby joining the elite list of WSC multi-titlists. 


PESU a SIN | 
MULTL-GRAIN 
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Pong Plaza returns 


FROM 1993 TO 1998, PONG PLAZA WAS A FORCE TO RECKON 
with in-the local derby scene. His regular entry name Dream 
Team was winning championships almost on a weekly basis. He 
жаз where he wanted to be. 

However, his passion for cockfighting had to take the back seat 
when the call to serve came. For several years, Agusan del Sur 
Rep. Rodolfo "Pong" Plaza concentrated his time and effort on his 
duty as a lawmaker, and worked he did. 


Acocker'sson ' 

Plazais a son of the late Agusan del Sur Governor Democrito 
O. Plaza, who is regarded as one of the pillars of Philippine cock- 
fighting. During the ‘60s and the ‘70s, "DO", as he is fondly 
called helped so much to bring the local gamefowl industry to 
what itis today. 

‘Among; DO's notable contributions are the staging of presti- 
gious national and international derbies and bringing into the 
country the finest American cockers and breeders during those 
times 

Ompong was exposed to cockfighting even from childhood. 
Noticeably, he inherited his father's perfectionist attitude. DO 
would not use the same knife (tari) twice, thus, he had a drum- 
full of used knives later in his life. 

DO and his American cocking partners became Pong idols: 
After his father died, the young Plaza continued the friendship 
with westerners, especially, with world-renowned gamefowl 
breeder Billy Abbot, who passed away just a few years ago. Ab- 
Бос Radio Line of gamebirds became the foundation bloodlines 
of Pong's signature breed of fighting cocks. 


Time to return 

Although he shied away from active competition, Pong contin- 
ued to improve his gamebirds through meticulous breeding. 

‘Armed with the power, speed and fighting style that every 
cocker dreams of, Pong's Radio-crosses composed of yellow- 
legged, green-legged and spotted-legged Reds & Greys are claim- 
ing their corner in the rectangular arena again. 

With more than 300 ready-to-fight matured cocks to back him 
up, Plaza launched a comeback last year and has been slowly 
gaining altitude to fly again among the eagles ofthe sport. 
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Sonny Lagon and his 
Blue Blade Sweaters 


HIS PHENOMENAL RISE TO FAME WAS SOMETHING NEVER 
seen in the history of Philippine cockfighting. 

From a practically unknown personality, Sonny Lagon has 
evolved from a neophyte rooster-raiser in 1999 to be among the 
best of the best in the local cocking scene. 

With his superb-fighting Blue Blade Sweaters, Sonny has won, 
among others, the prestigious United Cockers Association of the 
Philippines Stagfighter of the Year title in 2000 and 2001; several- 
Cocker of the Year runner-up finishes; numerous big time derby 
championships including the 480-entry P8.8-million Roligon 10th 
Anniversary 7-Cock Derby and the 142-entry Balbina Cup 2002 7- 
Stag Derby in Negros with a perfect seven-win score. 

Оп Feb. 4 and 6, 2003, Lagon started his renewed bid for the 
elusive Cocker of the Year Award with a sterling 7-0 win-loss 
record for a solo victory during the UCAP 7-Cock Derby held atthe 
Mandaluyong Coliseum hosted by Danding Cojuangco. He even- 
tually grabbed the title in June 2003. 

October 2005, Lagon racked-up enough points to bag the 
доп Gamefowl Breeders Association's Breeder of p Year 
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What you need to know about bird flu 


By Ane! V Macasaet, DVM 


THE VIRUS. Bird fu is an infection caused by In- 
fuenza Type A vius characterized by two surface 
proteins, Hemagghtinins (НА) and Neuraminidase 
(NA) which provide basis for identification. To date, 
there are 15 HA and 9 NA subtypes ol fu vruses of 
wich diferent combinations of HA and NA proteins 
аге possible to oreste а distinct subtype. Al subtypes 
of Intuenza A viruses can be found in birds. 


The current outbreak of bird би that is sweeping 
across three continents (Asia, Europe and Africa) 
has been identified as HEN? - the same strain of In- 
fuerza A vius which jumped the bird-human 
species barrier in Hong Kong in 1987. 


The natural incubation period (ime between in- 
fection and appearance of cinical signs) is 3 to 14 
days and is dose-dependent 


‘OCCURRENCE. Bird fiu is widespread in waler- 
fowls such as geese ducks, swans, gulis and tems. 
Wikd birds carry the virus in fheir intestines but usu- 
ally do not get sick. While this virus seldom causes 
dinical disease in wild birds, domestic poultry flocks 
are particularly vulnerable with mortality reaching 
up lo 100 percent. Migratory birds are a significant 
source of infection especially in countries under ma- 
jor fyways. However, rade routes are also impor- 
tant means of spreading the virus. 


THREAT TO LOCAL POULTRYIGAMEFOWL 
INDUSTRY. With the Philippines falling under the 
East Asian-Australian Flyway, a large migratory 
roule along which milions of migratory birds у for 
thousand of miles between New Zealand and 
Siberia, the threat of infection exists since migralo- 
ту birds make a regular "stop-over in some areas 
to rest and feed. Local fra range chickens may 
‘ome in contact with these migratory birds and 
serve as medium for the Н5М1 virus to enter our 
food chain. The virus could then transfer from fres- 
range chickens to poultry farms. 
Some of the places where migratory birds reg- 


ularly make a stop include the Mania Bay 
astal area, Olango Island in Cebu, Candaba 


CURRENT. SITUATION. Bird fu outbreaks 
have spread like wildfire in recent months, span- 
ning from Asia to Europe and Africa. Most of the 
recent oulbreaks have been documented in Europe 
and Africa. Experts are also keeping an eye on wild 
bird population in Alaska considered as а cross- 
road for migratory birds from Asia and Europe to 
America, E 


Based on the World Organization for Animal 
Health (OIE) dala. 52 countries have confirmed cas- 
es of Н5М1 infecion in humans and poutrywild 
birds since the virus reappeared in 2003. Of these, 
35 were countries that have reported first outbreaks 
in poultrywld bird infection in 2006 alone, making 
the virus spread more aggressive than ever. Most of 
the countries affected fall under the migratory fy- 
ways bul trade routes are also being pointed at as 
possible means of inter-country disease transmis- 
sion. 


НЕМ is of particular importance because it mu- 
tates rapidly and has a documented propensity to 
acquire gene from fu viruses infecting other animal 
species. The virus has been detected in pigs in Chi- 
na and thisis very critical sine pig flu virus can infect 
humans and that H5N1 may acquire the gene od- 
ing for increased infectivity in humans. Research in 
Vienam has shown that the Н5М1 PB2 gene, the 
gene responsible for increased infectivity, has al- 
ready mutated and that HSN1 today is more infec: 
tious than the HSN1 that existed in 1987. The virus 
has also been detected in tigers, martens (a weasel- 
lie animal) and cats. Recent), a possible case of 
human-to-human transmission is being investigated 
in Indonesia involving seven family members, of 
which six died. 


Awording to the World Health Organization 
(WHO), confirmed human infections have been tal- 
lied at 224 since 2003, of which 127 have died. in 
2006 alone, 51 persons have died out of 80 infected 
(64-percen fatality rate) 


swamp in Pampanga. Batanes Island, 
Buguey island in Cagayan Valey = m 


and the coastal wetlands of 
Mindanao. 
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The 1% Cockpit Radio 


OVER THE PAST CENTURIES OF COCK- 
fighting, the industry has grown and 
changed immensely in areas like high-quali- 
ty feeds and gamebirds specific medicines. 
We have even seen the introduction of cock- 
pits with full air-conditioning. The cock- 
fighting industry in the country is truly in- 
novative. In 2006, cockfighting will take an- 
other leap forward with the introduction of 
Thunderbird “Radyo Sabong". The first of 
its kind around the world, Thunderbird 
“Radyo Sabong” will transform the entire 
cockfighting experience for sabongeros. 
"Radyo Sabong” has been designed to offer 
enthusiasts a better, more entertaining and 
informative experience as they enter the cock- 
pit, With music and programs customized to 
suit the discriminating taste of cockfighting 
aficionados, “Radyo Sabong” is a virtual radio 


station installed in cockpits around the coun- 
чу. 

‘Together with audioWAV the Instore Radio 
Specialists, Thunderbird's quest for innova- 
tion and audioWAV's radio expertise promises 
at least 350 “Radyo Sabong” venues before 
the end of the year, starting with five pilot ar- 
eas already up and running. 

In the five pilot sites, “Radyo Sabong" has 
been received with much praise. “Radyo 
Sabong" provides sabongeros with the music. 
they love, along with helpful tips and infor- 
mation for raising better, stronger fighting 
cocks. The pilot site owners have also enjoyed 
“Radyo Sabong”, as it has increased the num- 
ber of visitors to their cockpits. 

If you are interested in installing Thunder- 
bird “Radyo Sabong” into your cockpit, please 
talk to your Thunderbird area representative. 


An audio conditioning CD for your fighting cocks 


(er 


TBDushido 


“Tha Way of the Warri 


ANYONE WHO HAS TAKEN THE TIME TO 
raise a fighting cock from an egg to a full 
stag knows that all that time, effort and 
care can be lost in the blink of an eye dur- 
ing a single cockfight. Because of this, we 
take the time to carefully condition our 
cocks with the right food, we condition 
them for the correct lighting, we spar them 
and condition them to have the right 
amount of “gameliness”. Even with all this 
preparation, how many sabongeros have 
seen it all come to nothing because their 


cock gets distracted by the roar of the 
crowd just before the fight? 

It is with this in mind that Thunderbird 
and audioWAV have created an audio con- 
ditioning CD called “Bushido”. The word 
“Bushido”, meaning "Way of the Warrior", 
is a Japanese code of conduct and a way of 
life for Samurai Warriors, where their fo- 
cus is so strong, nothing could distract 
them from the battle at hand. The “Bushi- 
do" conditioning CD is the first of its kind 
designed to simulate the incredible boost 
in noise which happens before the cocks 
fight. By using this incredible conditioning 
tool while you spar your cocks, you can 
train them to keep their focus on the battle 
even in the noisiest of arenas. 

‘The Bushido CD, which was recorded and 
produced using the expertise and state-of- 
theart equipment of audioWAV, is a gold 
mine for hardcore cockers and its effects 
could easily translate to а more prepared 
fighting cock come fight night, thereby result- 
ing to more victories in the game pits. The 
cockfights are swift and could end within sec- 
onds, that is why the "Bushido" CD is a must- 
own forall serious handlers or owners. 


Bird flu biosecurity 


By Ariel Масазае БУМ» нл, 


SINCE THE REEMERGENCE OF THE HIGHLY, 
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) caused by HSN1 
virus in 2003, more than 200 milion birds in af- 
fected countries have died or were killed in an effort 
to contain the outbreak. However, new outbreaks 
continue to arise in Europe and Africa despite the 
‘stamping out program. é 
4 

Mich of he affected aunties in Ава and Aca 
belong to the Third World countries with not enough 
resources to implement a stamping out program. Ex- 
perts agree that the problem can be minimized if strict 
biosecurity is implemented. Biosecurity involves three 
components: ч 


^. ISOLATION by bird proofing al poultry houses. 
‘This means enclosing the building о keep stay ani- 
mals, birds and other fowls out of poultry houses. 
Isolation also requires raising birds acing to age 
such that an entire group can be removed at one 
time (alin, all-out}. For outdoor raised chickens, ac- 
cess to migratory bird areas and wetlands must be 
restricted. As bird fu can be transmitted to other ani- 
mal species, swine and poultry must not be mixed in 
‘one holding fect. 


2. TRAFFIC CONTROL involves controlling per- 
‘sonnel movement within and around the farm, as 
well as keeping the personnel in his designated 
building. mit visitors to farm, particularly those who 
came om bird fu affected counties. 


З, SANITATION requires disinfection of materials, 
people and equipment entering the farm and hygiene 
ol fam personnel. Set up biosecurity cnt points in 
‘he farm, ie gates, shower rooms, foolbaths, fumiga- 
fion boxes to prevent entry ofinfected materials. Use а 
combination approach of deering frst folowed by 
the use of highhievel disinfectant with proven 
acion against the vius. Falow proper 

rest periods between fochs. 


KS 
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For gamefowl in growing houses: 18days 
+ For gamefow in adult compartments: 30 days 
+ For adult layersicaged ducks: 14 days 


Bird fu virus is quie sensitive to most detergents 
and disinfectants sich as aldehydes. However, these 
viruses are often,well protected by organic material 
‘rom inactivation such that infectious virus particles 
can sill be recovered afer twee months. A gram of 
contaminated manure contains enough viruses to in- 
fect 1 milion birds. m 


Therefore, the choice of disinfectants is very rial 
such that he disinfectant should workin the presence 
of organic matter. Most importantly the disinfectant 
should have superior weting and penetrating proper- 
ties to alow better contact between the virus and dis- 
inkctant. 


ALO. percent dion (eg. тї. Micoban per gal- 
lon of water), Microban has been proves to have 
strong vical actly against HIN? infuenza vius, 
reducing the viral population after 30 minutes of ex- 
posure in the presence of fve percent organic matter 
and hard water. This was tested in aanrdanas with 
ihe nom Alnor МЕТ 72180. Alnor is a word- 
renowned French standardization organization 
Whose products and services are credited word- 
wide 
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p Radyo Sabong’ has been designed to offer enthusiasts a 
better, more entertaining and informative experience as 
they enter the cockpit. 
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OVER THE PAST CENTURIES OF COCK- 
fighting, the indusuy has grown and 
changed immensely in areas like high-quali- 
ty feeds and gamebirds specific medicines. 
We have even seen the introduction of cock- 
pits with full air-conditioning. The cock- 
fighting industry in the country is truly in- 
novative. In 2006, cockfighting will take an- 
other leap forward with the introduction of 
Thunderbird "Radyo Sabong”. The first of 
its kind around the world, Thunderbird 
“Radyo Sabong" will transform the entire 
cockfighting experience for sabongeros. 
"Radyo Sabong” has been designed to offer 
enthusiasts a better, more entertaining and 
informative experience as they enter the cock- 
pit. With music and programs customized to 
suit the discriminating taste of cockfighting 
aficionados, "Radyo Sabong” isa virtual radio 
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g Radyo Sabong’ has been designed to offer enthusiasts a 
better, more entertaining and informative experience as 


station installed in cockpits around the coun- 
чу 

Together with audioWAY, the Instore Radio 
Specialists, Thunderbird's quest for innova- 
tion and audioWAV's radio expertise promises 
at least 350 “Radyo Sabong” venues before 
the end of the year, starting with five pilot ar- 
eas already up and running. 

In the five pilot sites, “Radyo Sabong" has 
been received with much praise. “Radyo 
Sabong” provides sabongeros with the music 
they love, along with helpful tips and infor- 
mation for raising better, stronger fighting 
cocks. The pilot site owners have also enjoyed 
“Radyo Sabong”, as it has increased the num- 
ber of visitors to their cockpits. 

Ifyou are interested in installing Thunder- 
bird “Radyo Sabong” into your cockpit, please 
talk to your Thunderbird area representative. 


An audio conditioning CD for your fighting cocks 


he Way of the War 
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ANYONE WHO HAS TAKEN THE TIME TO 
raise a fighting cock from an egg to a full 
stag knows that all that time, effort and 
care can be lost in the blink of an eye dur- 
ing a single cockfight. Because of this, we 
take the time to carefully condition our 
cocks with the right food, we condition 
them for the correct lighting, we spar them. 
and condition them to have the right 
amount of "gameliness”. Even with all this 
preparation, how many sabongeros have 
seen it all come to nothing because their 


cock gets distracted by the roar of the 
crowd just before the fight? 

It is with this in mind that Thunderbird 
and audioWAV have created an audio con- 
ditioning CD called "Bushido". The word 
"Bushido", meaning "Way of the Warrior”, 
is a Japanese code of conduct and a way of 
life for Samurai Warriors, where their fo- 
cus is so strong, nothing could distract 
them from the battle at hand. The “Bushi- 
do” conditioning CD is the first of its kind 
designed to simulate the incredible boost 
in noise which happens before the cocks 
fight. By using this incredible conditioning 
tool while you spar your cocks, you can 
train them to keep their focus on the battle 
even in the noisiest of arenas. 

The Bushido CD, which was recorded and 
produced using the expertise and state- 
the-art equipment of audioWAY, is a gold 
mine for hardcore cockers and its effe 
could easily translate to a more prepared 
fighting cock come fight night, thereby result 
ing to more victories in the game pits. The 
cockfights are swift and could end within sec- 
onds, that is why the "Bushido" CD is a must- 
own for all serious handlers or owners. 
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Bird flu biosecurity 


By Ariel V Macasaet, РУМ =m meng, 


SINCE THE REEMERGENCE OF THE HIGHLY 
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) caused by H5N4 
virus in 2003, more than 200 milion bids in 82 af- 
fected countries have died or were kiled in an effort 
to contain the outbreak. However, new outbreaks 
‘onlinue lo arise in Europe and Africa despite the 
stamping out program, 


Much of the affected counties in Asia and Айса 
belong to the Third Word countries wih not enough 
resources lo implement a stamping out program, Ex- 
perts agree thatthe problem can be minimized if strict 
biosecurity is implemented. Biosecurity involves three 
components: 


1. ISOLATION by bird proofing all poultry houses. 
This means enclosing the buiding to keep stay ani- 
mals, birds and other fowls out of poultry houses. 
Isolation also requires raising birds aang to age 
such that an entire group can be removed at опе 
time (allin, all-out). For outdoor raised chickens, ao- 
ess to migratory bird areas and wetlands must be 
restricted, As bird fu can be transmitted to other ani- 
mal species, swine and poultry must not be mixed in 
one holding facit. 


2. TRAFFIC CONTROL involves controling per- 
sonnel movement within and around the farm, as 
Well as keeping the personnel in his designated 
building, Limit visitors to farm, particularly those who 
came from bird fu affected counties. 


3. SANITATION requires disinfection of materials, 
people and equipment entering ће fam and hygiene 
cof farm personnel, Set up Бовеолйу conr points in 
the farm, ia gates, shower rooms, footbaths, fumiga- 
tion boxes to prevent entry ofinfected materials. Use а 
combination approach of cleaning frst flowed by 
the use of high-level disinfectant with proven 
acion against the vius. Folow proper 

rest periods between locks 


"` ‘For pouty (alin, aou days, 
- For gamefowl in growing houses: 1d days 
For gamefow in adult compartments: 30 days 


For adult layerskaged du 


Bird fu virus is quite sensitive to most detergents 
and disinfectants such as aldehydes. However, these 
viruses are often well protected by organic material 
{tom inactivation such that infectious virus particles 
сап sill be recovered after three months. A gram of 
‘contaminated manure contains enough viruses to in- 
fect milion birds. 


Therefore the choice of disinfectants is very ой! 
such that the disinfectant should workin the presence 
of organic matter. Most importantly, the disinfectant 
should have superior weting and penetrating proper- 
бес to allow better contact between the vius and dis- 
infectant 


AKOA percent dilution (eg. 4mL Microban per gal- 
lon cf wate), Miroban has been proven to have 
Strong virucidal acy against HINT infuenza vius, 
reducing the viral population after 30 minutes of ex- 
posure in the presence of fve percent organic matier 
and hard water. This was tested In aomrdance with 
the nom Ainor МЕТ 72180. Alnor Б а word- 
renowned French standardization organization 
whose products and serves are acredied word- 
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‘UPPER GROUND FLOOR SM SOUTHMALL US PIÑAS — | 


TAG HEUER CARRERA 


IBAY’S*+ 


SH CITY NORTH OSA, SM CITY FAIRVIEW 


SHINING 


STATEMENT 


Pie ^o^) 
тк = re VA 
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За CITE NORTH пу 
SAC MCA 


SO SA 
suci S AARO 
EIE 


GOING TRANG 
| UPOS ы наре AE AUR, 9 Just 
specialist, Freahainel " 


For the month of June, experience beaulful straight hair with 


ә 1 1 o “HAR STRAIGHT w/ fresh aire HOT Ol 
g. E h AA “froshatve НТО 
т \ 


LX 4 PU $ Ри dncount on freshaire р 
б *20% OFF for өгге Cu» Mamban * 10% OFF Б Non Cb Momben 


4 Now 
sss kin Perfect F. ; a eF: 


asa 


THE BODY SHOP 
| i 
1 


итяк, 
изти исий y 
bum a 
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"BACK TO SCHOOL 
BACK TO MANELS" 

+ For a minimum purchase of 
P1,500 get a FREE Manels 
messenger bag 

[| - Buy the same bag for P195. 

Î (a0 previous purchase required) 

+ UPTO JUNE 18. 2006 
тэзе PEUT HO. 2663, SERIES OF 2006 


\SBARRO шй 
allan Party Favorites 
Geta FREE 13 hr of Coke 


^Arts'& Guild 


for take out and delivery Card Holders 


Up to june 15. 2006 {Until Aug 14, 2006 | 
теша rca eo 1083 D. y 
EL: M 


куй 


[eemative Medicine for the New Мйеплйшт | 4 Ф| 


1. FREEDOM 


быш edi | 
Independence Day! 1 


SUPERMALLS | 
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